GEORGE K. CHEN
MAYOR

July 9, 2025

The Honorable Scott Wiener
California State Senate

1021 O Street, Suite 8630
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 627 (Wiener & Arrequin) — Law Enforcement: Masks — Oppose

Dear Senator Wiener,

The City of Torrance respectfully express our opposition to SB 627, which would prohibit law
enforcement officers—local, state, or federal—from wearing face coverings while interacting
with the public, with limited exceptions.

While we understand and support efforts to promote transparency and accountability in law
enforcement, we are concerned that SB 627, as currently drafted, may unintentionally restrict
essential safety practices and operational protocols used by local police departments.

We oppose SB 627 due to the following concerns

o Safety risks for SWAT, undercover, and riot control personnel who may require tactical
face coverings to protect their identity or safety during sensitive deployments.

o Preserve local discretion to define appropriate uses of protective face gear in operational
contexts (e.g., inclement weather, chemical exposure, large-scale protests), and

» Avoid creating criminal liability for officers acting in good faith under department-issued
protocols, particularly in the absence of prior training or updated standard operating
procedures (SOPs) reflecting the new law.

« Recognize that undercover operations may require identity protection beyond initial

deployment, including during surveillance activities or following high-profile incidents,
where requiring officers to display identifying information could increase the risk of
doxing or targeted harassment.

e Clarify enforcement mechanisms and supervisory responsibility, including whether
officers acting in accordance with department-issued policy could still face individual
legal exposure under the proposed provisions.
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The bill also includes intent language suggesting that officers may be required in the future to
always display name or badge information. While well-intentioned, this could complicate tactical
or high-risk deployments where officer anonymity is critical for safety.

For these reasons, the City of Torrance opposes SB 627 in its current form.
Thank you for your attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Moo

George K. Chen
Mayor
City of Torrance



