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The Honorable Maria Elena Durazo

Chair, Senate Local Government Committee
Capitol Office, 1021 O Street, Suite 7530
Sacramento, CA 95814-4900

Notice of Opposition (As of 4/9/25)
SB 677 (Wiener) Housing Development: Streamlined Approvals

Dear Chair Durazo,

The City of Torrance regretfully must oppose SB 677 (Wiener), which would require local
governments to approve ministerially a housing development containing two residential
units in any lot with a single-family home or zoned for four or fewer units. Additionally, the
measure prohibits local governments from collecting impact fees on projects less than
1,750 square feet and limits the development standards local governments can require for
these kinds of projects.

Housing affordability and homelessness are among the most critical issues facing California
cities. Affordably priced homes are out of reach for many people and housing is not being
built fast enough to meet the current or projected needs of people living in the state. Cities
lay the groundwork for housing production by planning and zoning new projects in their
communities based on extensive public input and engagement, state housing laws, and the
needs of the building industry.

While the City of Torrance appreciates your desire to pursue a housing production proposal,
unfortunately, SB 677 as currently drafted will not spur much needed housing construction
in a manner that supports local flexibility, decision making, and community input. State-
driven ministerial or by-right housing approval processes fail to recognize the extensive
public engagement associated with developing and adopting zoning ordinances and housing
elements that are certified by the California Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD).
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SB 677 eliminates our ability to collect impact fees on any project less than 1,750 square
feet despite the increased number of residents in an area without providing resources to
fund the development of services and facilities to provide livable, equitable, and thriving
communities for residents.

SB9(2021), which SB 677 builds off, has only been in place for two years. Local jurisdictions
and developers need time to implement the measure. Instead of making additional changes
to existing law, further eroding state-mandated housing elements, lawmakers should
provide the space and time to determine if more changes are necessary.

SB 677 also limits our ability to apply any development standards, including setbacks, height
limits, lot coverage limits, floor area ratios, or any other standard that would limit residential
development capacity of an existing structure. This is a significant departure from existing
law, which allows us to adopt objective standards so long as they do not physically preclude
construction of the unit.

By stripping local governments of the tools necessary to manage growth, it creates a
situation where development can occur without adequate consideration for existing
infrastructure, neighborhood character, and the overall well-being of residents.

Furthermore, the prohibition of impact fees for projects under 1,750 square feet further
exacerbates the problem by preventing local governments from funding necessary
infrastructure improvements to support the increased density.

For these reasons, the City of Torrance regretfully must oppose SB 677 (Wiener).

Sincerely,

(L~

George K. Chen
Mayor
City of Torrance

ce; Senator Ben Allen & Assemblyman Al Muratsuchi
Jeff Kiernan, League Regional Public Affairs Manager (via email)
Meg Desmond, League of California Cities, cityletters@cacities.org



