PARTICIPATE BEFORE THE MEETING by emailing TrafficCommission@TorranceCA.Gov by 5:30 p.m. on
the day before the meeting. Write “Public Comment” in the subject line and in the body of the email include
the item number and/or title of the item with your comments.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact
the City Clerk’s office at (310) 618-2780. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable
arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. [28CFR35.102-35.104 ADA Title 1]

Direct questions or concerns to the Commission Liaison, Shin Furukawa at (310) 781-6900 prior to submission to the
Commission. Parties will be notified if the concern will be included on a subsequent agenda.

Any correspondence received before 5:30 p.m. on the day before the meeting on any item on the agenda will be provided to the
Commission electronically and available for public inspection in the City Clerk’s Office. A copy of the correspondence will be available
for public inspection in a binder at the back of the Council Chamber or Commission Meeting room.

TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION AGENDA
NOVEMBER 3, 2025
REGULAR MEETING
7:00 P.M. IN WEST ANNEX COMMISSION MEETING ROOM
AT 3031 TORRANCE BOULEVARD

TRAFFIC COMMISSION MAY TAKE ACTION ON ANY ITEM
LISTED ON THE AGENDA

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

ROLL CALL: Commissioners: Endo-Roberts, Gibson, Nichols, Schwartz, Suruki, Vice-Chair Thoma,
Chair Sharma.

2. FLAG SALUTE

3. REPORT OF THE STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA
The agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance BI. and on the City’s Website on Thursday,
October 30, 2025.

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Limited up to a 15-minute period)

This portion of the meeting is reserved for comment on items on the Consent Calendar or not on the agenda. Under the
Ralph M. Brown Act, the Commission cannot act on items raised during public comment, but may respond briefly to
statements made or questions posed, request clarification; or refer the item to staff. No longer than 1 minute per speaker.
If presenting handout material to Commission, please provide 10 copies to staff before speaking.

6. CONSENT CALENDAR

Matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered routine and will be enacted by one motion and one vote. There
will be no separate discussion of these items. If discussion is desired, that item will be removed by a Commissioner from
the Consent Calendar and considered separately.

6A. Approve Commission Minutes: October 6, 2025
7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

7A. Amendment to the Torrance Municipal Code Division 6, Chapter 2 Regarding Bicycles
and Division 4, Chapter 9, Section 49.2.7 Regarding Use of Parks

8. COMMISSION AND STAFF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
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9. ADJOURNMENT

9A. Adjournment of Traffic Commission Meeting to Monday, December 1, 2025 at
7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room.

SEE WHAT
TORRANCE IS DOING
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October 6, 2025

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE
TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 PM on October
6, 2025, in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room 3031 Torrance Boulevard.

ROLL CALL
Present: Commissioners Suruki, Nichols, Schwartz, Gibson,
Vice Chair Thoma and Chair Sharma.
Absent: Commissioner Endo-Roberts
Also Present: Engineering Manager Helen Shi, Deputy Public Works Director

Shin Furukawa, and Supervisor John Newman.

MOTION: Vice Chair Thoma moved to excuse the absence of Commissioner Endo-
Roberts from the October 6, 2025 meeting. Commissioner Gibson seconded the
motion; a roll call vote reflected 6-0 approval. (Absent: Endo-Roberts)

2. FLAG SALUTE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Gibson.

3. REPORT OF STAFF ON THE POSTING OF THE AGENDA

Engineering Manager Shi reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice
Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, October 2, 2025.

4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED, AND/OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS

Additional written.communications received for #7B after agenda was posted and additional
written communications were received prior to the meeting from members of the public.

5. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
Members of the public spoke.

6. CONSENT CALENDAR

6A. Approve Commission Minutes: August 4, 2025

MOTION: Commissioner Nichols moved to approve August 4, 2025, minutes.
Commissioner Suruki seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected 5-0 approval. (Abstained:
Commissioner Schwartz and Absent: Commissioner Endo-Roberts)

7. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

Tracy Weaver, CMC 1 Torrance Traffic Commission
Recording Secretary October 6, 2025



7A. APPOINTMENTS OF TRAFFIC COMMISSION CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR

Engineering Manager Shi recommended the Commission appoint a Chair and Vice
Chair for a term beginning immediately and ending the first meeting of the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2026. This is to correct a previous vote that was motioned incorrectly at the
August 4, 2025 meeting.

MOTION: Commissioner Suruki moved to appoint Commissioner Sharma as Chair.
Commissioner Schwartz seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected 6-0 approval. (Absent:
Commissioner Endo-Roberts)

MOTION: Commissioner Sharma moved to appoint Commissioner Thoma as Vice.Chair.
Commissioner Suruki seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected 5-0 approval. (Abstained:
Vice Chair Thoma and Absent: Commissioner Endo-Roberts)

7B. INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENT AT NEWTON STREET.. AND 242WNP
STREET/WALNUT STREET

Engineering Manager Shi introduced and presented the item.
Members of the public spoke.

Main concerns were speeding, driver confusion at the- intersection, cut-through traffic,
safety for pedestrians and children.

Suggestions for the intersection were speed.cushions/bumps, roundabout, or traffic circle
instead of signage changes.

Commission discussed the item; Engineering Manager Shi and Supervisor Newman
answered Commission’s questions.

MOTION: Chair Sharma moved to concur with staff's recommended changes to the
configuration of the intersection at Newton Street and 242" Street/Walnut Street, including the
removal of the existing crosswalk. Commissioner Nichols seconded the motion; a roll call vote
reflected 1-5, motion failed. NO; Gibson, Schwartz, Suruki, Thoma, Sharma YES; Nichols
(Absent: Commissioner Endo-Roberts)

MOTION: Vice Chair Thoma moved to request staff to clear the brush at the peninsula
between Newton Street and.\Walnut Street. Commissioner Suruki seconded the motion; a roll call
vote reflected 6-0 approval. (Absent: Commissioner Endo-Roberts)

MOTION: Commissioner Nichols moved to request staff place a mobile radar trailer to
collect speeddata at Newton Street and 242™ Street/Walnut Street. Vice Chair Thoma seconded
the motion; a roll.call vote reflected 6-0 approval. (Absent: Commissioner Endo-Roberts)

Commission consensus requested staff bring back an update after the analysis is
complete.

8. COMMISSION AND STAFF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Commission requested a future update on Newton Street and 242" Street/Walnut Street
post speed survey and any other updates staff may have regarding the intersection at a future
Commission meeting.

Commissioners and staff provided final comments.

Tracy Weaver, CMC 2 Torrance Traffic Commission
Recording Secretary October 6, 2025



9. ADJOURNMENT

9A. MOTION: At 8:47 PM Commissioner Nichols moved to adjourn the meeting to November
3, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room. Commissioner

Schwartz seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected a 6-0 approval. (Absent:
Commissioner Endo-Roberts)

Tracy Weaver, CMC 3 Torrance Traffic Commission
Recording Secretary October 6, 2025



Traffic Commission Meeting
November 3, 2025

Agenda Item No. 7A
TO: Traffic Commission

FROM: Craig Bilezerian, Public Works Director
Robert Dunn, Chief of Police

SUBJECT:  Amendment to the Torrance Municipal Code Division 6, Chapter 2 Regarding
Bicycles and Division 4, Chapter 9, Section 49.2.7 Regarding Use of Parks.

RECOMMENDATION

The Public Works Director and the Chief of Police recommend that the Traffic Commission
review and discuss the proposed amendments, deletions, and additions to the Torrance
Municipal Code related to parks, bicycles, and electric bicycles, and provide a recommendation
to the City Council regarding adoption of the proposed changes.

BACKGROUND

With the rapid increase in the popularity of electric bicycles (“e-bikes”), the City of Torrance has
identified a need to clarify and update local ordinances to align with State law and modern
roadway conditions. The City Council directed the Police Department to return to City Council
with any recommended changes to the Torrance Municipal Code (“TMC”) in order to effectively
address safety concerns regarding bicycle usage within the City.

California Vehicle Code (CVC) Sections 231 and 312.5 define bicycles and electric bicycles by
class (1, 2, and 3) and establish the operational and equipment standards for each. While the
City currently regulates bicycles under TMC Chapter 2, Articles 1 and 2 (Sections 62.1.1 —
62.2.12), many provisions were written prior to the introduction of modern e-bikes and do not
fully address emerging safety or operational issues.

Since the Traffic Commission functions as an advisory body to the City Council for issues
pertaining to traffic engineering and conditions throughout the City, with the primary function of t
making recommendations on street and traffic improvements to the City Council regarding the
safe and efficient movement of people and goods within the City of Torrance, the Public Works
Director and the Chief of Police recommend that the Traffic Commission recommend changes
to the Torrance Municipal Code regarding bicycle usage to the Torrance City Council.



ANALYSIS

To promote public safety, consistency, and enforceability, the following Torrance Municipal
Code amendments, additions and deletions are proposed:

KEY AMENDMENTS AND ADDITIONS

Proposed Amendments:

62.1.1 Definition: Clarifies that an electric bicycle is considered a bicycle under State
law and subject to all applicable provisions.

62.1.4 Riding on Sidewalks: Adds a prohibition of the operation of Class 3 e-bikes on
all sidewalks.

49.2.7 Use of Parks: Identifies additional prohibited activity in City parks to include:

o Disturbing, displacing, or moving any park property for any purposes

o Erecting, constructing, equipping, building, forming, using, transporting, or
causing to exist any ramp, jump, or similar structure

o Riding Class 3 e-bikes in parks and recreational facilities

Non-substantive amendments to provide clarity and consistency are proposed for Torrance
Municipal Code sections 62.1.2, 62.1.3, and 62.1.8, and can be found in the attached redline
version.

Proposed Additions:

62.1.14 Unsafe Speed Prohibited: Requires riders to operate bicycles and e-bikes at
speeds that are reasonable and prudent given roadway, pedestrian, and environmental
conditions.

62.1.15 Stunt Riding Prohibited: Prohibits stunt riding, including wheelies, acrobatics,
or intentional loss of traction, on public streets, sidewalks, or trails.

62.1.16 Use of Handheld Devices Prohibited: Mirrors CVC § 23123.5, prohibiting use
of handheld cell phones or electronic devices while operating a bicycle unless in hands-
free mode.



ELIMINATION OF EXISTING CODE SECTIONS

Several existing TMC sections are proposed for elimination or consolidation due to redundancy,
outdated language, or inconsistency with current State law. Changes to Torrance Municipal
Code sections 62.1.9, 62.1.10, 62.1.11, 62.1.12, 62.1.13, 62.2.1, 62.2.2. 62.2.3, 62.2.4, 62.2.5,
62.2.6, 62.2.8, 62.2.9, 62.2.10, 62.2.11, and 62.2.12 will address:

o Outdated procedural and registration requirements that are no longer supported by City
operations or the DMV; and

o Sections with obsolete references to enforcement methods or equipment that no longer
exist in practice.

These eliminations streamline the bicycle ordinance into a modern, enforceable, and
community-focused code framework. The consolidation ensures the City maintains clear and
enforceable standards without conflicting or overlapping sections.

In conjunction with these amendments, the Torrance Police Department will lead a
comprehensive public education and awareness initiative in partnership with the Torrance
Unified School District (TUSD) and City Communications staff. The campaign will emphasize
helmet use, lawful operation, and speed awareness, while informing riders and parents of the
updated code provisions. Education and outreach will occur in advance of and alongside
enforcement to promote understanding and voluntary compliance as the community adapts to
the new regulations.

Respectfully submitted,

ROBERT DUNN
CHIEF OF POLICE

By o & 2900

Lieutenant Charles Fisher
Traffic & Special Events

CRAIG BILEZERIAN
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

o At

igPlrukawa
Depfity Public Works Director/City Engineer

Attachments:
A) Clean Copy of Proposed Changes
B) Redline Version of Proposed Changes



Attachment A

SECTIONS TO AMEND
62.1.1 DEFINITION.

The term bicycle shall mean and include every device denominated as a bicycle by
Sections 231 and 312.5 of the California Vehicle Code, and as may be subsequently
amended by State law. An electric bicycle is a bicycle.

62.1.2 TRAFFIC LAWS APPLY TO PERSONS RIDING BICYCLES.

Every person operating a bicycle shall be subject to Article 4 of Chapter 1 of Division 11
of the California Vehicle Code and the provisions of Chapter 1 of this Division applicable
to the driver of a vehicle, except as otherwise provided in this Chapter and except as to
those provisions which, by their nature, can have no application.

62.1.3 RIDING IN A GROUP.

Persons riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than two abreast except on
paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.

62.1.4 RIDING ON SIDEWALKS.

a) No person shall ride a bicycle upon a sidewalk within any business district as
defined by California Vehicle Code Section 235, and as may be subsequently amended
by State law, or upon the sidewalk adjacent to any public school property, church,
recreation center or playground.

b) Whenever any person is riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk, such person shall yield
the right-of-way to any pedestrian, and when overtaking or passing a pedestrian, after
giving an audible signal, shall at all times, pass to the left of such pedestrian.

c) No person shall ride a class 3 electric bicycle, as defined by California Vehicle Code
section 312.5, and as may be subsequently amended by State law, upon any sidewalk.

62.1.8 PARKING.
(Amended by O-3849)

a) No person shall leave a bicycle standing, unattended or otherwise parked upon the
driveways, paths, or grounds of the Civic Center of the City of Torrance. Bicycles may
only be parked in designated bicycle rack areas.

b) Any person who violates subsection (a) of this section, will be guilty of an infraction.


https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Torrance/#!/Torrance06/Torrance0601.html#61
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Torrance/ords/3849.pdf

49.2.7 USE OF PARKS.

(Added by 0-3406)

a)

b)

No person shall play upon, use, occupy, or participate in any activity, including but
not limited to skating, skateboarding, or riding or driving any bicycle, motor scooter,
motorcycle, or other vehicle, or permit others to play upon, use, occupy, or
participate in any activity, including but not limited to skating, skateboarding, or
riding or driving any bicycle, motor scooter, motorcycle, or other vehicle, in or upon
a park, park facility, playground, court, pool or structure, in a manner not intended
for such play, use, occupancy, or participation.

No person shall disturb, displace, or move any building, monument, sign, fence,
bench, structure, apparatus, equipment, tree, plant, shrub, bloom or flower, or any
portion thereof, wood, turf, grass, soil, rock, sand or gravel or other property in any
park, playground, court, pool or structure, for any purpose. This subsection (b) shall
not apply to a duly authorized city employee or city contractor in performance of
their duties.

No person shall erect, construct, equip, build, form, use, transport, or otherwise
cause to exist, any skate, skateboard, bicycle, motorcycle, or other vehicle, or
pedestrian ramp, jump, or other similar structures in any park, playground, court,
pool or structure, including park parking lots and adjacent sidewalks or roadways.
Vehicles or equipment of the City or of a contractor employed by the City shall not
be prohibited from driving or operating within any park, playground, court, pool or
structure in the normal course of maintenance, construction or repair.

No person shall ride a class 3 electric bicycle, as defined by California Vehicle
Code section 312.5, and as may be subsequently amended by State law, in any
park, playground, court, pool or structure.


https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Torrance/ords/3406.pdf

SECTIONS TO ADD
62.1.14 UNSAFE SPEED PROHIBITED

a) No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed greater than is reasonable or prudent
having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic conditions, the conditions of the
surface and width of the path, roadway, or sidewalk, the environmental conditions at the
time, and the design, condition, and functional limitations of the bicycle, including its
braking system, tires, and safety equipment, as well as the protective gear worn by the
rider, and in no event at a speed which endangers the safety of persons or property.

62.1.15 STUNT RIDING PROHIBITED

a) No person shall engage in stunt riding on any public street, sidewalk, alley, park,
plaza, off-street parking facility, trail, or path.

b) Stunt riding means operating a bicycle or electric bicycle in a manner not intended by
the manufacturer, including but not limited to riding on one wheel (wheelie), standing or
sitting on the handlebars, top tube, pegs, seat, or frame, spinning the rear wheel in
place, intentionally causing the bicycle to lose traction, or engaging in other acrobatic or
trick maneuvers not consistent with safe operation.

62.1.16 USE OF HANDHELD DEVICES PROHIBITED

(a) A person shall not ride a bicycle while holding and operating a handheld wireless
telephone or an electronic wireless communications device unless the wireless
telephone or electronic wireless communications device is specifically designed and
configured to allow voice-operated and hands-free operation, and it is used in that
manner while riding the bicycle.

(b) This section shall not apply to manufacturer-installed systems that are embedded in
the bicycle or its equipment.

(c) A handheld wireless telephone or electronic wireless communications device may be
operated in a manner requiring the use of the rider’s hand while operating a bicycle only
if both of the following conditions are satisfied:

(1) The handheld wireless telephone or electronic wireless communications
device is mounted on the bicycle’s handlebars or frame in a manner that does
not hinder the rider’s view of the roadway or surroundings.

(2) The rider’s hand is used to activate or deactivate a feature or function of the
handheld wireless telephone or electronic wireless communications device with
the motion of a single swipe or tap of the rider’s finger.



Attachment B

SECTIONS TO AMEND
62.1.1 DEFINITION.

The term bicycle shall mean and include every device denominated as a bicycle by
Sections 231 and 312.524200 of the California Vehicle Code, and as may be
subsequently amended by State law. An electric bicycle is a bicycle.

62.1.2 TRAFFIC LAWS APPLY TO PERSONS RIDING BICYCLES.

Every person operating a bicycle upen-aroadway-orsidewalk-shall be subject to Article
4 of Chapter 1 of Division 11 of the California Vehicle Code and the provisions of

Chapter 1 of this Division applicable to the driver of a vehicle, except as otherwise
provided in this Chapter and except as to those provisions which, by their nature, can
have no application.

62.1.3 RIDING IN A GROUP.

Persons eperating-riding bicycles upon a roadway shall not ride more than two (2}
abreast except on paths or parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles.

62.1.4 RIDING ON SIDEWALKS.

a) No person shall ride a bicycle upon a sidewalk within any business district as
defined by California Vehicle Code Section 235, and as may be subsequently amended
by State law, or upon the sidewalk adjacent to any public school buildingproperty,
church, recreation center or playground.

b) Whenever any person is riding a bicycle upon a sidewalk, such person shall yield
the right-of-way to any pedestrian, and when overtaking or passing a pedestrian, after
giving an audible signal, shall at all times, pass to the left of such pedestrian.

c) No person shall ride a class 3 electric bicycle, as defined by California Vehicle Code
section 312.5, and as may be subsequently amended by State law, upon any sidewalk.

62.1.8 PARKING.
(Amended by 0-3849)

ea) No person shall leave a bicycle standing, unattended or otherwise parked upon
the driveways, paths, or grounds of the Civic Center of the City of Torrance. Bicycles
may only be parked in designated bicycle rack areas.



db) Any person who violates subsection (a); subsection{b)-orsubsection{c}-of this

section, will be guilty of an infraction.













49.2.7 USE OF PARKS.
(Added by O-3406)

a) ar—No person shall play upon, use, occupy, or participate in any activity, including
but not limited to skating, skateboarding, or riding or driving any bicycle, motor
scooter, motorcycle, or other vehicle, or permit others to play upon, use, occupy, or
participate in any activity, including but not limited to skating, skateboarding, or
riding or driving any bicycle, motor scooter, motorcycle, or other vehicle, in or upon
a park, park facility, playground, court, pool or structure, in a manner not intended
for such play, use, occupancy, or participation;
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b) No person shall disturb, displace, or move any building, monument, sign, fence,
bench, structure, apparatus, equipment, tree, plant, shrub, bloom or flower, or any
portion thereof, wood, turf, grass, soil, rock, sand or gravel or other property in any
park, playground, court, pool or structure, for any purpose. This subsection (b) shall
not apply to a duly authorized city employee or city contractor in performance of
their duties.

c) No person shall erect, construct, equip, build, form, use, transport, or otherwise
cause to exist, any skate, skateboard, bicycle, motorcycle, or other vehicle, or
pedestrian ramp, jump, or other similar structures in any park, playground, court,
pool or structure, including park parking lots and adjacent sidewalks or roadways.

hewever-that vehicles-Vehicles or equipment of the City or of a contractor employed by



the City shall not be prohibited from driving or operating within any park, playground,
court, pool or structure in the normal course of maintenance, construction or repair.

e) No person shall ride a class 3 electric bicycle, as defined by California Vehicle Code
section 312.5, and as may be subsequently amended by State law, in any park,
playground, court, pool or structure.




SECTIONS TO ADD
62.1.14 UNSAFE SPEED PROHIBITED

a) No person shall operate a bicycle at a speed greater than is reasonable or prudent
having due regard for weather, visibility, the traffic conditions, the conditions of the
surface and width of the path, roadway, or sidewalk, the environmental conditions at the
time, and the design, condition, and functional limitations of the bicycle, including its
braking system, tires, and safety equipment, as well as the protective gear worn by the
rider, and in no event at a speed which endangers the safety of persons or property.

62.1.15 STUNT RIDING PROHIBITED

a) No person shall engage in stunt riding on any public street, sidewalk, alley, park,
plaza, off-street parking facility, trail, or path.

b) Stunt riding means operating a bicycle or electric bicycle in a manner not intended by
the manufacturer, including but not limited to riding on one wheel (wheelie), standing or
sitting on the handlebars, top tube, pegs, seat, or frame, spinning the rear wheel in
place, intentionally causing the bicycle to lose traction, or engaging in other acrobatic or
trick maneuvers not consistent with safe operation.

62.1.16 USE OF HANDHELD DEVICES PROHIBITED

(a) A person shall not ride a bicycle while holding and operating a handheld wireless
telephone or an electronic wireless communications device unless the wireless
telephone or electronic wireless communications device is specifically designed and
configured to allow voice-operated and hands-free operation, and it is used in that
manner while riding the bicycle.

(b) This section shall not apply to manufacturer-installed systems that are embedded in
the bicycle or its equipment.

(c) A handheld wireless telephone or electronic wireless communications device may be
operated in a manner requiring the use of the rider’'s hand while operating a bicycle only
if both of the following conditions are satisfied:

(1) The handheld wireless telephone or electronic wireless communications
device is mounted on the bicycle’s handlebars or frame in @ manner that does
not hinder the rider’s view of the roadway or surroundings.




(2) The rider’s hand is used to activate or deactivate a feature or function of the
handheld wireless telephone or electronic wireless communications device with
the motion of a single swipe or tap of the rider’s finger.

(d) This section does not apply to a law enforcement officer, firefighter, or other
emergency services professional using an electronic wireless communications device
while operating a bicycle in the course and scope of their duties.




(d) This section does not apply to a law enforcement officer, firefighter, or other
emergency services professional using an electronic wireless communications device
while operating a bicycle in the course and scope of their duties.





