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City of Torrance
COVID-19 Updates

You will find updated information on how COVID-19 (novel Coronavirus) is impacting residents and businesses within
the City of Torrance at CityofTorranceCA.Com/COVID-19-Info.html. In addition, CitiCABLE is providing daily video updates
live at 4 p.m. Monday to Thursday and at 2 p.m. Friday to Sunday. Watch “COVID-19 Today” at YouTube.Com/user/
TorranceCitiCABLE. You can also stay informed by following us on Facebook and Twitter @TorranceCA.

Keep It Clean!
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Recycling may be having a tough time
as we work on creating new markets for
these materials, but that is no reason
to stop recycling. We just need to keep
our recycling as clean as possible. Make
sure all recyclable containers are empty.
Rinse or wipe out containers to remove
residue, using grey water, if possible. Let
all containers dry before placing them
into bins. Leave lids and labels on.
For some residents living in
multifamily complexes and certain
businesses, recycling and trash are
collected together and then taken to
a materials recovery facility (MRF) to
be separated. In mixed waste carts,
recyclables should be clean, dry, and
loose. Please bag all trash, especially food
waste, diapers, and food-soiled items. This
helps keep your recyclables clean and
makes them easier to sort at the MRF.
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MINIMIZE THE RISK OF INFECTION
AND HELP PROTECT OUR TRASH AND
RECYCLING SERVICE PROVIDERS!
FOLLOW THESE STEPS:
STEP:

STEP:

STEP:

1

2

3

If you have finished using personal protective
equipment (PPE) such as masks, gowns, or
gloves, please bundle into a wad to minimize
exposed surface area when putting in trash.

Keep any used tissues or PPE out of household
compactors (prevent airborne emissions). Don’t
push waste down to compact.

Do NOT put disposable wipes, facial
tissues, sanitary products, or paper hand
towels in the toilet, put them in the trash.

* Bag your used PPE separately from the rest of their trash,
including any used facial tissues used to blow their noses if
they’ve been sick.

STEP:

STEP:

STEP:

4

5

Continue to keep household hazardous
wastes (HHW) items out of the trash (e.g.,
batteries, electronic wastes, paints, vehicle
fluids, drain cleaners, mothballs, furniture
polish, pesticides, etc.).

During the period of required social
distancing, recommend not utilizing reusable
bags. If utilizing reusables, please use durable
bags and wash them.

Use a trash can with a lid inside the house.
If you are symptomatic, separately bag your
tissues and PPE. Wash hands after taking
trash out.

STEP:

STEP:

STEP:

7

8

9

For homes that generate sharps (e.g.,
needles) from insulin injection or from
blood sugar testing, please utilize a “sharps
container” (do not put in trash, Deliver full
sharps containers to Household Hazardous
Waste events or facilities when they re-open.)

Put your trash in a plastic bag (within a
trash can), and when bag is full, please tie it
off. Close your lid on the trash bins outside
your home.

Please use a separate clean pair of shoes /
slippers for inside your home. Clean your
“outdoor” shoes with disinfectant disposable
wipes/spray.

REU
REUSABLE
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* Please store safely and take to your local HHW center
after the social distancing requirements have been lifted.

www.scllea.org

Watch for our second 2020 event in November.
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Simple Ways to Eliminate Plastic Pollution
While it’s easy to enjoy the convenience of plastic bags, disposable water bottles, and all of the new inventions made
with plastic, the sad fact is that plastic waste is filling up our trash cans, creating problems for wildlife, and polluting our
planet. It takes more than 400 years for most plastics to break down, and we are using more and more each year. Since
full-scale production of plastics began in the 1950s, only 9% has been recycled and 12% has been incinerated. This
leaves about 79% of the 8.3 billion metric tons produced sitting in landfills or littering our lands, oceans, and waterways.
We need you to help us eliminate plastic pollution.

Action #1: Reduce your family’s use of single-use plastics (plastic items that are only used one time).
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use reusable cups or refillable water bottles instead of disposable plastic water bottles.
Use reusable shopping bags instead of disposable shopping bags. Wash reusable bags after each use.
Use reusable utensils instead of disposable plastic forks, knives, and spoons.
Say no to plastic straws.
Use reusable containers instead of disposable bags to store food.
Use reusable containers for the kids’ lunches.

Action #2: Keep plastics out of landfills and nature.

• Repurpose plastic items. Can that plastic tub be used for storage or something else? Search online for “reusing
plastic containers at home” for ideas and tips.
• Know what type of plastic items our local recycling program accepts. If you aren’t sure, go to RecycleTorrance.Org. By
recycling plastics, we reduce the use of virgin materials and create less waste.
• Donate unused plastic items to charity instead of throwing them away. For instance, your place of worship or child’s
school may be able to use unneeded plastic plates, cups, and flatware. You could also post items you don’t need on
LACoMAX.Org or Freecycle.Org.
• Teach your family about the importance of a clean environment. Never litter.

Action #3: Change your way of thinking of plastic.

• Plastic does not break down for at least 400 years. Please keep that in mind when you buy items and as you live your
daily lives. Do you really need to use that single-use plastic item?
• Small changes made by many people add up to make a big difference.
• Help create a healthier planet for your children and future generations by limiting the amount of plastic you use.
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7 Tips

for

Greener Cleaning

Follow these tips to make this year’s spring cleaning friendly toward the
environment:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Think mechanical first. A scrub brush, a dish scrubber, and a retired
toothbrush can provide a lot of cleaning power with no chemicals at all. Use
drain baskets to keep drains free of debris that can lead to clogs.
Use up chemicals that you have on hand before purchasing more. If you
have cleaners stored in multiple locations (some in the laundry room,
others under the kitchen sink, and a few in the garage), find them and
inventory what you have available.
Consider creating your own cleaners from common household products,
such as vinegar, baking soda, salt, lemon juice, and mineral oil. Many of
these cleaners are easy to make, effective, and less expensive than premixed chemical solutions. Recipes for homemade cleaning supplies abound
on the internet; search online for “homemade cleaning recipes” to find the
ones that work best for you. (Remember that even homemade cleaners
can be irritating to skin and eyes. Always use caution in mixing, storing, and
using homemade cleaners.)
If you choose to purchase a cleaning product, choose the mildest and most
benign chemical product available. Don’t use a sledgehammer when a fly
swatter will do. Try to select products that provide complete information on
ingredients, offer the clearest instructions, and don’t require special safety
measures for use or disposal. To help you identify these products, search
the EPA’s Safer Choice website at EPA.Gov/SaferChoice.
When you purchase products or containers, look for recycled-content and
recyclable containers. Rather than using paper towels, choose reusable
towels and old rags. If you purchase paper towels, opt for those made from
recycled-content paper. Or visit SkoyCloth.Com to purchase a reusable
cloth made from wood.
Buy concentrates to reduce packaging waste. Some cleaning products
are now sold in concentrated form; you finish making the solution by
adding tap water at home. Other products, such as laundry detergent, are
concentrated and ready to use when you get home. Remember — if you
have softened water, you can use even less detergent.
Keep cleaning products in their original, labeled containers and dispose
of them properly. Never pour potentially harmful chemicals into food or
beverage containers for storage. Store all cleaning products out of reach of
children and away from pets. Do not store potentially hazardous materials
close to sources of heat or in direct sunlight. Dispose of your household
hazardous waste properly at mobile, one-day events or permanent
collection facilities after they re-open. For details, visit RecycleTorrance.Org
or CleanLA.Com.
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Bring in a Used
Motor Oil Filter
and Get a New
One for Free!
Four times each year, we offer a
used oil filter exchange program
at one of the local, certified used
oil collection centers. At these
events, you may receive up to
two new oil filters in exchange
for two used filters (limited to
stock on hand and while supplies
last). Residents who bring in
used filters and used oil are
also eligible for a free gift. For
upcoming dates and locations,
visit RecycleTorrance.Org or call
(888) HEY-SLICK.

More Disposal
Options
Compact Fluorescent Lights
(CFL bulbs)
Home Depot locations
Medications
TakeBackDrugs.Org
Paint
PaintCare.Org
Rechargeable Batteries and
Cell Phones
Call2Recycle.Org
Sharps
SafeNeedleDisposal.Org
Thermostats
Thermostat-Recycle.Org
Used Motor Oil and Filters
RecycleTorrance.Org/RecycleUsed-Oil-Filters
Spring 2020

Fewer Organics in Landfills Means Less Methane in
Our Environment
Methane, a powerful greenhouse gas, is one of the pollutants targeted for reduction by Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383,
passed in 2016). Methane is produced when organics break down in landfills, which are the third largest emitter of
methane in the State of California. Organic waste includes lawn and landscaping debris, wood, lumber, food, and fibers,
such as paper and cardboard. Currently, organics comprise two-thirds of the waste disposed in California landfills.
In order to reduce methane emissions from California landfills, SB 1383 sets goals to reduce organic waste disposal
by 75% and increase edible food recovery by 20% by 2025. CalRecycle and the California Air Resources Board estimate
that implementing this legislation will create $17 billion in economic benefit, result in as many as 90 new organic waste
recycling facilities, and create up to 11,700 permanent jobs in California. In addition, the resulting products, renewable
natural gas and compost, will improve both air quality and soil health.
Learn more about SB 1383 at CalRecycle.CA.Gov/Organics/SLCP/Education.
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In 2019, 1,573 mattresses in Torrance were recycled through the Bye Bye Mattress program.
To learn more about recycling your old mattress or box springs, visit
ByeByeMattress.Com/Programs-By-State/California.

Love Your Neighborhood
Help Prevent Illegal Dumping

COVID-19
closures may
impact services
and facilities, so
please call before
delivering
materials.

Help keep Torrance beautiful. Illegal dumping
can devalue property, present health hazards,
and pollute storm water. Debris and pollutants
can wash into the storm drain system, causing
flooding, clogged drains and damage to wildlife
and plants in our oceans.

Take your old working gas mow
mower
wer
e to thee sc
scr
scrapping
appi
ap
p ng location
ion and
nd
n
d

Rebate amounts are based on the
purchase price of the new electric
lawn mower, not including taxes and
delivery. The electric lawn mower
purchased must include a battery
and charger.
What You’ll Need: Proof of purchase

PURCHASE
PRICE

OR LESS

ELIGIBLE REBATE* AMOUNT

PURCHASE
PRICE

OR MORE

ELIGIBLE REBATE AMOUNT

continue until all program funds have been exhausted.

Online material exchanges

For materials that cannot be recycled or reused,
Torrance residents can self-haul materials to local
Republic-owned transfer stations and receive a
discounted rate with proof of address (State ID,
utility bill, etc.).
Mattress Recycling Program – These transfer
stations will also take mattresses for recycling at
no charge.

• Habitat for Humanity Restore: (310) 818-5222
household and construction items that can
be reused
• SA Recyclers: (310) 329-1034 - metal and
appliance recycling
• 1736 Family Shelter: (310) 543-9900 ext. 217
gently used furniture only
• Goodwill: (562) 435-7741
• Salvation Army: (800) 958-7825
• Sisters of Charity: (310) 831-4104

PURCHASE PRICE

ELIGIBLE REBATE AMOUNT

*Rebate amount cannot be greater
than the purchase price.

Transfer Stations

(some can provide pickup services)

cordless electric lawn mowers at any retail center or online. There are many electric lawn
mower models available. Eligibility is open to residents of South Coast AQMD’s jurisdiction.

Begin the online application, uploading your purchase
receipt (www.aqmd.gov/lawnmower)

• Freecycle: (has a Torrance group) Freecycle.Org
• LACoMax: (Los Angeles County Materials
Exchange) LACoMax.Org

Drop-off locations

The South Coast Air Quality
Management
1 District’s (AQMD)
Electric Lawn2 Mower Exchange
3
Program is available
year4
round and provides
you with
5
the opportunity
6 to purchase a
cordless electric lawn mower
from a variety of eligible$251-$400
manufacturers. Consumers
$250 $200
can purchase their new mower $401
$150or an $250
from a local retailer
online distributor. The program
will provide after-purchase
rebates of $150, $200, or $250,
depending on the retail cost
of the new electric mower
(excluding accessories, delivery,
and sales tax). Residents
of Torrance are eligible to
participate in the program. An
online application, list of mower
manufacturers, list of authorized
scrapping facilities, and easy-tofollow instructions are available
on the AQMD website. For more
information, visit AQMD.Gov/
LawnMower, email LawnMower@
AQMD.Gov, or call (888) 4256247 (Tuesday – Friday).
South Coast AQMD also
offers a Commercial Electric
Lawn & Garden Equipment
Incentive and Exchange Program.
For details, visit AQMD.Gov/
Home/Programs/Community/
Lawn-And-Garden-Equipment.
Purchase your new, cordless electric lawn mower

At Home

• Torrance residents with City trash and recycling
service have one free large item collection of 20
items each year and can pay for additional
pickups as needed. See our website at
TorranceCA.Gov/LargeItemPickUp.
• Multifamily homes and businesses can check with
their trash and recycling hauler about large or bulky
item collection at their properties. Property owners
can go out to bid to get the best program options
for their tenants. Trash and recycling haulers with a
license to operate in Torrance are on our website at
TorranceCA.Gov/PrivateHaulers.

®

South Coast

Falcon
3031 E I Street
Wilmington, 90744
(562) 590-8531

Compton (Allied)
2509 W. Rosecrans Ave.
Compton (LA), 90059
(310) 327-8461

Republic Services/American
1449 W. Rosecrans Ave.
Gardena, 90249
(310) 527-6980
Report illegal dumping at (855) 354-5623
or by using the myTorranceCA app.
If possible, provide the time and location
and license plate number of the dumper.

Please contact Torrance Public Works
for additional information: (310) 781-6900
PublicWorksInfo@TorranceCA.Gov
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Please visit our website www.aqmd.gov/lawnmower to access the lists of Lawn Mower
email us at lawnmower@aqmd.gov or call us (Tuesday-Friday) at 888-425-6247.
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Become a Smarter Gardener
The Smart Gardening Program, sponsored by Los Angeles County, provides free
workshops with hands-on demonstrations covering backyard composting, worm
composting, grasscycling, water-wise gardening, and fire-wise gardening. At these
workshops, you’ll learn Smart Gardening techniques to create and maintain a healthy,
beautiful, and drought-tolerant lawn and garden by giving your plants what they crave
— nutrient-rich soil.
Typically, several Smart Gardening beginner workshops are held in Torrance each
year. No reservations are required for the Torrance workshops. Additional Smart
Gardening workshops are available in nearby L.A. County communities. No workshops
are being held during the COVID-19 crisis. Visit SmartGardening.com for online
resources and to find the workshop schedule once the program restarts.
Composting bins and worm bins are available for purchase at discounted rates at
the end of the workshops. Torrance residents can purchase similar items through the
Farmers’ Market and Torrance Public Works. (No sales at Public Works until stay-athome order is lifted.) Visit TorranceCA.Gov/Composting for more information.

No One Likes Wasting Food
It’s not easy being green. Or
is it? Is it possible to be kind
to our planet without feeling
constantly overwhelmed? We
think so. The good people at
the University of California
partnered with Vox Media to
create a series of nine short
videos describing several
basic sustainability problems,
introducing people who are
coming up with innovative
solutions and offering
simple, guilt-free ways that
people like us can make
small changes to help.
Hosted by the
entertaining and charismatic
global conservationist Dr.
M. Sanjayan, these short
videos cover a range of
topics. Episode four, a nine
and a half minute video titled
“Food Waste Is the World’s
Dumbest Problem,” looks at
how much food we waste, why we waste it, and what’s being done to change that.
“When we picture the stuff that’s hurting our planet, what do we think of?” asks Sanjayan. “We think of smokestacks,
cars, oil spills. We don’t really think about all the food we throw away.” But in the U.S., roughly 40% of the food we
produce never gets eaten. That adds up to many millions of pounds per day. And with one in eight Americans lacking
reliable access to enough affordable, nutritious food, this is a big deal.
Dana Gunders, senior scientist at the Natural Resources Defense Council, notes, “Of all of the challenging problems
out there, reducing the amount of food we are wasting is one of the easiest.”
Komal Ahmad created Copia, an innovative food app, to allow caterers or restaurants with excess food to get it to
shelters and the people who need it. “There is so much high-quality, surplus [food] that’s wasted that just needs to find
the people who need it the most,” Ahmad said.
Reducing food waste is one of the easiest ways to go green. It takes a lot of resources — water, labor, oil, and land —
to grow food, package it, keep it cold, and transport it. When you reduce food waste, you save money, too. Plus, no one
likes wasting food.
To watch the video, go to Youtu.be/6RlxySFrkIM. To learn more about Dr. Sanjayan’s work with UCLA, visit
UniversityofCalifornia.Edu/Climate-Lab.
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On April 22, 1970, millions of Americans came together to protest the
damage happening to our Earth and initiated conversations about finding
a better way. That protest was the first Earth Day. As we prepare to
celebrate Earth Day this year, the original focuses of 1970 are just as
relevant today as they were 50 years ago.
Earth Day is about how each one of us can make a difference. As
we celebrate the 50th anniversary, it’s important to think back to the
day’s grassroots origins and call attention to the risks facing our globe,
from climate change to plant and animal extinction.
This year, the theme for Earth Day is climate action. Climate change
has become even more visible as we see fires, hurricanes, floods, and
other damaging natural disasters increase in frequency and intensity
around the world. As events both close to home and across the globe
bring attention to the risk of a changing climate, we should consider
what we can do to help the environment after Earth Day celebrations.
It’s also just as important to celebrate the natural world and the life
and support it gives us. This Earth Day, get outside. Look around and
pay attention to the changes that spring brings to the natural world.
Breathe the fresh air. And then share that joy with others to help call
attention to the importance of protecting our most valuable resource.
Gaylord Nelson, the senator credited with organizing the first Earth
Day and ardent supporter of environmental protection, reflected on the
first Earth Day on its 10th anniversary, writing: “So long as the human
species inhabits the Earth, proper management of its resources will
be the most fundamental issue we face. Our very survival will depend
upon whether or not we are able to preserve, protect, and defend our
environment.”
How will you “preserve, protect, and defend our environment” on
Earth Day and every day? To learn more about Earth Day and what you
can do, check out EPA.Gov/EarthDay or EarthDay.Org.

Credit: FatCamera | iStock |
Getty Images Plus

Celebrating 50 Years of Earth Day

Recycling Organics at
Your Business
Are You in Compliance?

Credit: stockstudioX | iStock | Getty Images Plus

Under Assembly Bill 1826, California businesses and multifamily
homes are required to reduce the number of organics sent to
landfills. Organics include both food scraps and yard debris.
Organics recycling is mandatory for all businesses that generate
4 or more cubic yards of solid waste (trash, recyclables, and
organics) per week and multifamily properties with three or
more units that generate the same amount of waste. At this time,
multifamily properties are only required to recycle yard debris and
do not have to recycle food waste.
To learn more about AB 1826, please visit TorranceCA.Gov/
OrganicRecycling. You may also contact your current trash and/or
recycling hauler for assistance or select from any of the licensed
haulers operating in Torrance (list available at TorranceCA.Gov/
PrivateHaulers).
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Taste What You’ve
Been Missing
Whether preparing a favorite meal or trying a new recipe, the excitement builds as
you begin rinsing, peeling, chopping, and mincing the ingredients. As waste piles
up near the cutting board, you may consider this a necessary byproduct of eating
a fresh, healthy diet. But is it? What if someone could show you how to create
flavorful dishes from those scraps?
That is what Lindsay-Jean Hard does in her book, Cooking With Scraps: Turn
Your Peels, Cores, Rinds, and Stems Into Delicious Meals (Workman Publishing, 217
pages). Her recipes show you how to turn this untapped resource into food you
will love. From refrigerator-clearing frittatas to exotics like beet peel margaritas, the
book helps you make the most of food you have always purchased but never fully
enjoyed. While clever and elegant, these recipes are also quite simple, with neither
the ingredient list nor the steps exceeding the number 10.

A Conversation With Lindsay-Jean Hard

I attribute this to my father’s parents, Jane and Gil (G.G. and Pop-Pop to me).
Their appetite for fine dining gave me early lessons in proper table etiquette and
an appreciation of good food. While I ate my fair share of cheeseburgers, I also
experienced new dishes. I clearly remember greedily slurping the garlicky butter
that my escargot were swimming in and devouring crispy black bean cakes
while gazing, mesmerized, at an ice sculpture of a swan across the room. My
grandmother had a degree in dietetics, but I don’t remember any heavy-handed
discussions on food choices or exercise — she and my grandfather led by
example. They were active, trim, and traveled extensively. There were no “health foods” or fat-free dairy products
lurking in the refrigerator. I knew I would always eat well when I was with them — like G.G.’s Banana Cake that the
Banana Peel Cake in my book is modeled after. They set an early example for me on the value of enjoying all things
in moderation.

Photo credit: Kate Bek

In the introduction, you credit several cooks and authors as having created
timeless and popular recipes. Was there someone in your childhood who
inspired your love of cooking?

The influence of your two years living in Japan is evidenced in your tempura, soba noodle, and grilled rice dishes.
In what other ways have your travels informed your cooking style?
I find that I grow the most any time I’m out of my comfort zone. Whether exploring a new spot in my own town
or traveling to new places, I try to stay in the moment and take it all in. I never know how that experience might
inspire me — testing out a new dish in the kitchen, heading to my art studio to create, or grabbing a pen and
paper and writing about it.
This book evolved from your years writing and editing a food blog. Do you plan any additional cookbooks? Any
other projects evolving from your current work in the retail food business?
That’s a good question! I’m mulling over a few ideas, but I don’t have anything to announce on the writing front.
Cooking With Scraps has definitely impacted Zingerman’s Bakehouse, where I work as a marketer. While they were
already focused on reducing waste, I’ve helped in that area. For instance, we no longer peel a lot of produce, like
apples and carrots!
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Love Living With Less
Would you like to spend less time deciding what to wear, less time looking for the things you need, and less money
buying THINGS in the first place? Would you like to have more time and money to achieve your goals and pursue your
dreams? With his book, The Minimalist Home: A Room-By-Room Guide to a Decluttered, Refocused Life (WaterBrook, 2018,
239 pages), Joshua Becker provides the system and tools you need to do this and more.
In the book, minimalism is defined as “the intentional promotion of things we most value and the removal of
anything that distracts us from them.” In a word, this means “optimizing” your possessions to achieve your desired goals.
He differentiates minimalism from organization. If you organize your possessions, you will eventually deal with those
items again. If you minimize, then some items leave your house forever; you
will not have to think about them again. This allows you to move on, focusing
on the next stage of your life.
The author believes, “there is more joy to be found in owning less than
we can ever find in accumulating more” and that “owning less creates an
opportunity to live more.” While he acknowledges there are other books on
the subject, he promotes his “Becker Method” as a way to divide the process
into manageable sections, see the benefits right away, and build momentum
before deciding the fate of those sentimental items that you don’t use and
possibly have not even seen in years.
Becker advises starting in spaces like living rooms, bedrooms, clothes
closets, and bathrooms before tackling more difficult areas, like the kitchen,
dining room, office, storage areas, garage, and yard. He encourages you
to handle each item and consider how you came to own it. Do you need
it? Does it have aesthetic or sentimental value? Do the benefits of owning
it exceed the burden? According to the author, “If you’re honest about
the relative weights of the benefits you get from your possessions and
the burdens they place upon you, I believe you’ll decide that many of your
possessions really aren’t worth holding on to.” When the decision is difficult
or members of your household disagree, Becker suggests you experiment by
doing without that item for a period of time. If, after this trial period, “you find
yourself wishing you had the item because it would have come in handy or
you otherwise missed it, then maybe you should keep it.”
There is a chapter devoted to each type of room with step-by-step
instructions and a checklist at the end to evaluate your efforts. For instance,
there are just two questions for the guest room: 1. Is there enough space
in my guest room to comfortably accommodate all of the belongings my
overnight guests bring with them? and 2. Is the space relaxing and restful for them?
By contrast, the home office checklist has seven questions. As a complement to the
detailed instructions, the author spreads data, details, examples, and inspirational
testimonials in sidebars throughout the book.
Becker encourages his readers to sell, donate, and recycle as many items
as possible. However, he acknowledges that some things will end up heading to
a landfill. He writes, “Let your regret about how much you have to throw away
reinforce your determination not to buy so much in the future.”
There are benefits to this process within your current space. With less
clutter, any home is more relaxing and less stressful. There will be a “minimalism
dividend” where you spend less money, time, and energy on repairs, maintenance,
organization, and cleaning. Success can be motivational, too — you may find you no
longer need as large a home. There is an entire chapter on the substantial savings
and potential freedom to be found in downsizing your living space.
The author’s enthusiasm is evident as he has found minimalism to be lifechanging. “It creates a context where it’s easier for you to change yourself. It
offers you abundant resources that you can use to try to accomplish whatever
you want,” Becker writes. “Your home has purposes, each room in the home has
purposes, and the possessions in those rooms should serve those purposes. Most
importantly, you have purposes too. Minimalism will help to reveal those purposes
to you and make it easier for you to pursue them.”

11

Spring 2020

Photo courtesy of LEGO®

LEGO® Replay Makes It Easy
to Donate LEGOs

City of Torrance
Public Works Department
20500 Madrona Avenue
Torrance, CA 90503
(310) 781-6900
TorranceCA.Gov/PublicWorks
RecycleTorrance.Org

Spring is in the air, and it is time for deep cleaning and decluttering the house.
Perhaps the kids got some new toys over the holidays and it’s time to donate
some of the old, unused toys that have been piling up. If you are clearing out
LEGO or DUPLO blocks, consider donating them to kids in need using the free
LEGO Replay program.
Donating with LEGO Replay is easy. Just go to their website, LEGO.Com/
en-us/Campaigns/Replay, and print a free shipping label. You will need a
shipping label for each box you want to donate. Box up your unwanted LEGOs
and mail them off for free. The LEGOs go to a workshop in Alabama where
employees sort, clean, dry, and package up the LEGOs so that needy kids can
have the chance to build, invent, and play with them. Donated LEGO bricks
are currently sent to two children’s nonprofits in the United States, Teach for
America and Boys & Girls Clubs of Boston, and the logistics are provided by
Give Back Box.
LEGO has a long history of environmental responsibility and has an
entire division dedicated to assuring that their products, factories, stores,
and shipping methods minimize the environmental impact of their toys.
According to the LEGO Group’s 2018 Responsibility Report, in 2003 they were
the first toy company to join the United Nations Global Compact, the world’s
largest corporate social responsibility initiative. LEGO currently strives to use
renewable energy and to create minimal waste in their factories and stores.
The company has set a goal to use only sustainable materials in their products
by 2030 and in their packaging by 2025. The LEGO Replay program is part of
this larger effort to make sure that their toys have a very low environmental
impact while reaching out to kids who might not have the opportunity to use
them otherwise.
There are other ways to find a new home for your LEGOs. If you will
be traveling near Folsom, California or don’t mind paying for shipping, you
can donate your LEGO bricks to BrickDreams, a nonprofit group run by two
boys in Folsom. LEGOs are collected and given to nearby kids in need. Visit
BrickDreams.Org for details.
Like other toys, games, clothing, and household items, LEGOs cannot
be recycled, but they can be donated to local charities like Goodwill or The
Salvation Army. They can also be offered to schools or a local Boys & Girls
Club or after-school program. LEGOs can also be sold or given away through
online marketplaces like Nextdoor, Craigslist, Facebook Marketplace, or eBay.
Whether you sell or donate your unwanted LEGOs, finding them a new
home will make both you and the new owners very happy, which might make
it a bit easier to “LEGO” of them!
“One Person’s Trash …”
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