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I. PURPOSE

A. The purpose of this regulation is to establish a consistent regulatory standard for fire apparatus access roadways. 
II. Scope

A. These regulations apply to every building and other structure hereafter constructed and to those existing structures designated by the Fire Chief.  Fire apparatus roadways shall be provided for every facility, building or portion of a building hereafter constructed or moved into or within the City of Torrance. The fire apparatus access road shall extend to within 150 feet of all portions of the facility and all portions of the exterior walls of the first story of the building as measured by an approved route around the building on at least two sides. 

III. Authority 

A. City of Torrance Municipal Code Section , 

B. California Fire Code, Chapter 1, Division II, Section 104.1

IV. Responsibility
A. Individuals, Companies, and Corporations that have required fire apparatus access roadways or fire lanes shall be responsible for compliance with this regulation. 

B. The Community Risk Reduction Division of the Torrance Fire Department shall approve all fire apparatus access roadways or fire lanes. 

V. Policy
A. Fire apparatus access roadways are required for building or structures where any part is more than 150 feet from a street or public way and where access for fire apparatus is not provided by a street or public way and where access for fire apparatus is not by a street or public way on at least two sides.  For the purpose of determining the distance of a building from the fire apparatus access, the fire apparatus access point shall be considered the centerline of the street.  

B. Fire Department access roadway or fire lane shall not be under or over an occupiable portion of the building or structure.    
VI. General Requirements

A. When required, fire apparatus access roadway shall be provided on at least two sides of every structure, one of which shall be the side with the greater length. The roadway shall run parallel to the entire length of each side, not closer than 15 feet or farther than 30 feet from the building. 
B. Fire apparatus access roadway shall be capable of supporting a gross vehicle weight of 75,000 pounds, and shall be designed and maintained to ensure that an all weather driving capabilities are maintained in accordance with CFC Section 503.2.3.

C. When required by the Fire Chief, proposed alternate design criteria for an “all-weather-surface” fire department access road or street, bearing a stamp of a professional engineer shall be provided. 
D. Minimum vertical clearance of at least 15’ feet shall be maintained all parts of the roadway, and consideration given to aerial ladder and other operations which may require additional clearance.  The street, public way and fire apparatus access roadway will provide three points of contact, determined by the Fire Chief, to the building or structure. 

E. This includes planting of vegetation a sufficient distance from the fire lane to afford this distance when the vegetation is fully grown. 
F.  The minimum width of private roads which are also used for fire apparatus access shall be in accordance with the following table:

Table 503.2.1-A. Minimum Width of Private Roads Also Used for Fire Apparatus Access.

	Location of Parking
	Minimum Road Width

	Fire Access Only
	20’*

	Public access road
	25’*

	Parking permitted on one side only
	28’ 6”*

	Parking permitted on both sides
	37’*


G. When the height if a structure at the roof eaves exceeds 27 feet or the capability of the fire department to access the roof safely utilizing ground ladders, the location and width of access roadways shall be such that the truck mounted areal ladders may be utilized. Aerial ladder access shall include the ability to maneuver apparatus, deploy outriggers and provide proper climbing angles. The minimum road width shall not be less than 30 feet, or as approved by the Fire Chief. 

H. Minimum turning radius shall be 50’ foot outside and 25’ foot inside.(See Figure 1 and Figure 2)
I. Fire Department access shall have a maximum grade of 8%.
J. Roadways in Landscaped Areas

1. Where a fire apparatus access lane is required in a landscaped area, concrete paver stones or an approved alternate may be installed. Maximum grade of 5%. 

2. A retainer of red painted concrete shall be installed to secure and identify the fire apparatus access lane perimeter. 

3. The retainer shall e a minimum of four (4) inches deep and three (3) inches wide. 

4. An approved blue reflective marker shall be placed at the edge of the fire lane near each fire hydrant. 

5. Access to construction sites with combustible material on site shall be provided with an “all weather” surface complying with the requirements for fire lanes. 

K. Identification 

1. Public street access points to the fire apparatus access roadway shall be marked by posting an approved sign. Signs shall meet requirements of the Torrance Police Department Fire Lane Identification flyer and be placed in Approved locations.
2. An approved blue reflective marker shall be placed at the edge of the fire lane near each fire hydrant. 

L. Gates and Barriers

1. Security gates and barriers constructed across a fire apparatus access roadway shall be approved by the Fire Chief prior to installation.  If approved, the following approved fire department access methods shall be provided by builder:

a) For manually operated gates and barriers by using a Knox Company Padlock in series with the facilities padlock.

b) For automatic gates and barriers, a Knox Company Override Key Switch shall be installed in a location approved by the Fire Prevention Specialist assigned to the project. 

c) Knox products can be ordered through www.knoxbox.com.

M. Obstructions

1. Obstructions of any fire apparatus access lane by parked vehicles, equipment, or in any other manner is a violation of the City of Torrance Municipal Code.  It is the responsibility of the property owner to maintain fire apparatus access roadways free of obstructions. Enforcement actions may be taken against the property owner in addition to causing the issuance of citation and towing the vehicle.  

I. Hammerhead or T Turn-Around (Figure 1)
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