
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
On August 29, 2015, the 
Torrance Police Department 
arrested Michael Angelo 
Purcell Sr. of Torrance, for multiple counts of felony child 
sexual abuse.  
 
Prior to his arrest, Purcell worked as a children’s chess coach 
offering private lessons, overnight chess camps, and after 
school programs through his business, Think Chess Inc. 
Purcell has taught chess in Torrance and throughout the Los 
Angeles area for years. 

 
On September 1, 2015, Purcell was arraigned in Torrance Superior Court and formally 
charged with seven counts of 288(a)PC: Lewd Acts on a Child Under 14, three counts of 
288.7(b)PC: Sexual Abuse of Child Under 11, and a 667.61(b)(e)PC: Sentencing 
Enhancement for Multiple Victims.  He is currently being held on a $2,000,000 bail 
pending further legal proceedings. 
 
This incident is being investigated under the command and direction of Acting Captain 
Mark Underwood of the Special Operations Bureau.  Due to Purcell’s profession as a 
children’s chess coach and his past access to numerous children, the Torrance Police 
Department is requesting anyone with information related to this case to contact the 
Torrance Police Department Detective Division at (310) 618-5570. 

 

 
Sergeant Paul M. Kranke 
Torrance Police Department 
Public Information Officer 
(310) 618-5688 
pkranke@TorranceCa.Gov   
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