Neighborhood Watch Newsletter

Holiday Safety Tips.....

The holiday season is just around the corner and is always a special time of year. It is also a
time when busy people become careless and vulnerable to theft and other holiday crime. We
can never be too careful, foo prepared or too aware. Please share this information with
family, friends and neighbors. The Torrance Police Department wishes you a safe and happy
holiday season!

e Keep all car doors locked and windows closed while in or out of your car.
e If you must shop at night, park in a well-lit area.
e Park as close as you can to your destination and take notice of where you parked.

¢ Do not leave packages or valuables on the seat of your car. This creates a temptation
for thieves. If you must leave something in the car, lock it in the trunk or put it out of
sight.

e Keep a secure hold on your purse and packages. Do not put them down or on top of the
car in order to open the door.

e When approaching or leaving your vehicle, be aware of your surroundings.
e Do not approach your car alone if there are suspicious people in the area.

e Shop during daylight hours whenever possible. If you must shop at night, go with a
friend or family member.

e Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.

e Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.

e Pay for purchases with a check or credit card when possible.

e Keep cash in your front pocket.

e Notify the credit card issuer immediately if your credit card is lost or stolen.

e Beextra careful if you do carry a wallet or purse. They are the prime targets of crimi-
nals in crowded shopping areas, transportation terminals, bus stops, on buses and other
rapid transit.

e Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It is important to have clear visibility and
freedom of motion to avoid mishaps.

e Beware of strangers approaching you for any reason. At this time of year, "con-artists"
may fry various methods of distracting you with the intention of taking your money or
belongings.
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TORRANCE POLICE AND FIRE HOLIDAY
TOY DRIVE

The holiday season is quickly approaching and with it so is our annual oy collec-
tion. We will begin collecting foys Monday, November 25th. If you would like to
donate a new unwrapped toy (please NO USED toys or stuffed animals), or a
gift certificate, you may do so at the following locations:

Torrance Fire Stations:

#1 1701 Crenshaw Blvd.

#2 25135 Robinson Way

#3 3535 W. 182nd St.

#4 5205 Calle Mayor

#5 3940 Del Amo Blvd.

#6 21401 Del Amo Circle Dr.

In addition to toys for younger children, we will also need items for children
ages 11-16 such as sports equipment (balls, Frisbees, etc) art supplies and age

>

If you know of a family
that is in need of assis-
tance, please contact
Christina Szczypkowski
at (310) 618-6392. They
must be City of Torrance
residents (with proof of
residency) or attend
TUSD schools.
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Grand Opening of The Torrance Police Departments
Forensics Lab

On Wednesday, October 30th , the Torrance Police Department will unveil their newest
addition to the police facility as their Forensic Laboratory will officially be open for business.

Construction to the laboratory begin in January of this year where several offices and meeting
rooms were demolished to make way for what is now a "state-of-the-art” forensic facility.

The new lab will allow Forensic Identification Specialist (FIS) personnel to process evidence
more efficiently, either from DNA and/or fingerprint samples collected at crime scenes.

The lab will also benefit Torrance investigations as it allows FIS personnel to better prioritize
evidence and process each case more efficiently using the latest equipment.

Since the FIS unit was civilianized in February of 2010, they have responded to nearly 4,500
calls for service, collected nearly 1,000 DNA samples and collected latent prints in over 3,000
cases. More than 117,000 latent print comparisons have been completed and more than 4,000
latent prints have been identified.

Also, there has been an approximate 400% increase in the submission and identification of evi-
dence and since 2010, there has been more than 500 suspects identified.
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3300 Civic Center Dr. “Seniors Don't Be Scammed!
Torrance, Ca 90503

Phone: 310-618-6392/6391 .
Fax: 310-618-5769 AB109: Current Crime Trends &

E-mail: Holiday Safety Tips
Communityaffairs@TorranceCA.gov
Tuesday, December 3rd, 2013 10:00am- 12:00 noon

Seniors, caregivers, family & friends are invited to
learn about the latest scams.

g I Katy Geissert Civic Center Library Community Meeting
Room
i vents
Upcommg E Light refreshments will be served, No RSVP necessary
For more information, contact TPD Community Affairs
- _a & Ty

at (310) 618-5735 or visit our website at:
www.Police.TorranceCA.Gov

Tip-A-Cop

The Tip-A-Cop program is an activity to benefit children and adults with mild to
severe mental retardation. Police officers partner with regular servers addressing
customer requests such as beverage refills and serving their meals, working hard to
EARN donation for a good cause. Customers offer an additional tip beyond the
regular server's tip as a donation to South Bay Special Olympics. 100% of
tips/donations received by the Police Officers goes directly to the South Bay
Special Olympics program. Donations help pay for training, uniforms, fransporta-
tion, and competition fees. Nothing goes to administrative fees. The Next Tip-A-
Cop will take place at:

BJ's Restaurant

ﬂF- ﬁﬁ. 3525 Carson St. Del Amo Fashion Center

'§ a Torrance
%ﬁ Wednesday, November 20th, 2013

5:00pm-9:00pm

Special Dlympics




