A consultant specifically trained in preparing these technical documents does the HHRA.  The consultant may have to provide the oversight agency with the results of the HHRA before formal closure can take place.

If necessary, the TFD may require an outside consultant to review any submitted HHRA.  The cost of this review will be borne by the party submitting the HHRA.  Payment will be done through contract with the City, the independent consultant and the property owner/developer.  

All oversight time, meetings and discussions involving the TFD personnel will be billed to the property owner/developer [COT Ordinance 2002-122]. 

Information

For more information on site remediation and clean up, please visit the following websites:

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/
http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/
http://www.lacofd.org/HealthHazMat/HHMDSiteMitigation.asp
http://www.epa.gov/
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CALL:

THE TORRANCE FIRE DEPARTMENT HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ADMINISTRATION

310-618-2973
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Torrance Fire Chief

Richard Bongard

310-781-7000

Potential Land Owners and Developers

Site Remediation

Requirements in the City of Torrance
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you MAY BE LIABLE FOR CLEAN-UP WHICH MAY AFFECT THE development OF YOUR PROPERTY
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Vacant land within the City of Torrance  (COT) is becoming difficult to find. Many parcels awaiting development were once industrial sites, gas stations, oil well sites or commercial businesses that may have used hazardous materials during their operation. Many of these sites may have soil contamination issues.

Development of these properties usually involve site clean up operations.  Be sure to complete all “due diligence” in assessing the impact of hazardous materials on your property.  

The Torrance Fire Department (TFD) is the oversight agency for the City.  Before you can proceed to secure a grading or building permit you must have approval of the Torrance Fire Department.  

The oversight agency that has the power to issue you a “No Further Action” letter will depend upon the type of pollution on your property.

Oil Field and Drilling Properties

City requires all land to be returned to their original, unspoiled condition. The TFD oversees all soil clean up for oil fields.

underground storage tanks

The TFD oversees all UST issues under Title 23, CA Code of Regulations.  You must meet with TFD before undertaking any clean up action.  

Industrial contamination 

Industrial contamination due to solvents, solids or other hazardous materials may be overseen by any of the following: 

1. The California Environmental Protection Agency, Department of Toxic Substance Control, 
2. The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Board, or 

3. The Los Angeles County Fire Department Health Hazardous Materials Division, Site Mitigation Unit. 
One of the above agencies will have oversight for your project and they must issue you a “No further Action” letter.  This NFA letter must be shown to the TFD and approved prior to commencing development. 

If all the contamination on your property is remediated per the oversight agency your grading and development may proceed. If some contamination is left on your site you may be required to have a Quantitative Human Health Risk Assessment done to assess the impact of the contamination on the pending development.
Human Health Risk Assessment (HHRA)

What is a Health Risk Assessment?

Answer:  A Scientific evaluation of the probability of harm resulting from exposure to hazardous materials. 
What is a work plan? 

Answer: A typical work plan for a site-specific risk assessment contains the elements shown below:

Elements of a Work Plan for a Risk Assessment

1. Introduction

2. Site Background and Setting

3. Conceptual Site Model

4. Contaminants Characterization

5. Hazard Identification

6. Exposure Assessment

7. Toxicity (Dose-Response) Assessment

8. Risk Characterization

9. Uncertainty Analysis

10. Conclusions, Recommendations and
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