December 18, 2007

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 

MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, December 18, 2007 in the City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall.

ROLL CALL

Present:
Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Drevno, Nowatka, Sutherland, Witkowsky, and Mayor Scotto.

Absent:
None.

Also Present:
City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows,




City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives.

*

Agenda Item 18 was considered out of order at this time.
18.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The City Council immediately recessed to closed session to confer with the City Manager and City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Labor Negotiator, pursuant to California Government Code § 54957.6. 


The City Council reconvened at 7:06 p.m.  No formal action was taken on any matter considered in closed session.
2.
FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Barnett.

Councilmember Witkowsky gave the non-sectarian invocation.

3.
REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO

WAIVE FURTHER READING

City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, December 13, 2007.

MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

4.
WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS

None.

5.
COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Councilmember Nowatka invited Torrance businesses to apply for the newly established Torrance Advantage Awards 2007 hosted by the City of Torrance Office of Economic Development.  Awards showcase innovative economic development strategies, best practices, and outstanding results.  Applications and information available at www.torrnet.com/TAA.htm with applications due by January 31, 2008.  Winners will be announced at award ceremony on March 13, 2008.
6.
COMMUNITY MATTERS

6A.
PRESENTATION OF JARED SIDNEY TORRANCE AWARD


Considered out of order, see page 5.

7.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

7A.
Councilmembers expressed wishes for a safe and happy holiday season on behalf of themselves and their families.

7B.
Councilmember Witkowsky requested that an item be brought back to the Council to recognize the Aging in Place program.  Hearing no objection, Mayor Scotto so ordered.

8.
CONSENT CALENDAR

8A.
AUTHORIZATION FOR PURCHASE OF BUS ENGINES

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Transit Director that Council authorize purchase orders with Cal Cummins Pacific and Valley Power Systems for the purchase of bus replacement engines at an aggregate cost not to exceed $250,000.
8B.
AGREEMENT RE SERVICE ENHANCEMENT AND RAPID BUS OPERATING PLAN

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Transit Director that the City Council approve a consulting services agreement with Diversified Transportation Solutions (DTS) to create a transit service enhancement and Rapid Bus operating plan. 
8C.
CONTRACT SERVICE AGREEMENT RE DANCE AND EXERCISE CLASSES

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Acting Community Services Director that City Council approve a two year contract service agreement with Roger Rod for a total not to exceed amount of $59,797.50 to provide dance and exercise classes. The expenditure will be fully reimbursed by class fees. 

8D.
CONTRACT FOR SENIOR CITIZEN EXCURSIONS – JANUARY THROUGH JUNE 2008
Recommendation

Recommendation of the Acting Community Services Director that City Council approve a contract with MS Tours, Inc. dba Main Street Tours in the amount of $87,280 for senior citizens excursions planned for the months of January through June 2008.
8E.
RELEASE OF BOND FOR TRACT MAP NO. 66741

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council approve the release of a $40,000 cash bond for Tract Map No. 66741, which was subdivided by Madrona Medical Plaza, LLC.  The project is located at 3220 - 3302 Sepulveda Boulevard.
8F.
CONTRACT RE AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Human Resources Director that City Council approve a one-year contract, starting January 1, 2008, with National Access Consultants to provide American with Disabilities Act (ADA) consulting services in an amount not to exceed $75,000.
8G.
PLANNING COMMISSIONER ATTENDENCE AT OUT-OF-STATE CONFERENCE

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Planning Commission and Community Development Director that City Council allow two planning commissioners to attend the 2008 National American Planning Association Conference held out of state.
8H.
APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR PURCHASE OF AMMUNITION

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Police Chief that City Council:

1)
Appropriate and allocate $100,000 of asset forfeiture funds for the purchase of .223 caliber ammunition;

2)
Authorize a blanket purchase order to San Diego Police Equipment Co., of San Diego, CA for .223 caliber ammunition on an as needed basis, in an amount not to exceed $55,000, for a 12-month term beginning December 19, 2007 and ending December 18, 2008; and

3)
Authorize a blanket purchase order to Advanced Tactical Firearms International Corp., of Pahrump, NV for .223 caliber ammunition on an as needed basis, in an amount not to exceed $45,000, for a 12-month term beginning December 19, 2007 and ending December 18, 2008.

8I.
AMENDMENT RE DESIGN SERVICES FOR MEDIAN LANDSCAPING
Recommendation

Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council: 

1)
Approve a Second Amendment in the amount of $58,870 to contract services agreement with Albert Grover & Associates (C2006-237) for a new not to exceed amount of $151,520 to provide design services for median landscaping on Hawthorne Boulevard and Western Avenue; and

2)
Authorize the extension of the term of the agreement for one year to December 19, 2008.


MOTION:  Councilmember Witkowsky moved for the approval of Consent Calendar Items 8A through 8I.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

12.
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

12A.
CITY COUNCIL DARK NIGHTS

Recommendation

Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve the following four Tuesdays as City Council dark nights from February through June 30, 2008:  February 12, February 19, April 29, and May 27.


Mayor Scotto noted supplemental material adding the dates March 11 (National League of Cities Conference) and June 3 (Election Day) to the list of Council dark nights.


MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

12B.
CUP07-00017: 20305 ANZA AVENUE – MERCY GO (ETEHAD & REFONA, LLC)

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council adopt a Resolution reflecting City Council action at the December 4, 2007 meeting to approve a Conditional Use Permit to allow the operation of a take-out only restaurant on property located at 20305 Anza Avenue.  


MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-115

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AS PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE 3 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW THE OPERATION OF A TAKE-OUT ONLY RESTAURANT ON PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE C-2 ZONE AT 20305 ANZA AVENUE

MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 2007-115.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

12C.
REVISED CLASS SPECIFICATIONS FOR WATER SERVICE TECHNICIANS

I, II, AND III

Recommendation

Recommendation of the Human Resources Director and the Civil Service Commission that City Council approve the revised class specifications for the positions of Water Service Technician I, II and III.  

In addition, the Human Resources Director recommends that City Council adopt a Resolution amending Resolution No. 2007-78 governing employees represented by Torrance Municipal Employees – AFSCME Local 1117 to implement the salary ranges for Water Service Technicians I, II and III.


MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Drevno and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

RESOLUTION NO. 2007-116

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2007-78 SETTING FORTH CHANGES REGARDING THE HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED BY TME-AFSCME LOCAL 1117
MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 2007-115.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
*


The Council met as the Redevelopment Agency from 7:19 p.m. to 7:20 p.m.

17.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2


Considered out of order, see Item 7 – Oral Communications #1.


Agenda Item 6A was considered out of order at this time.

6A.
PRESENTATION OF JARED SIDNEY TORRANCE AWARD


Mayor Scotto presented the Jared Sidney Torrance Award of Merit to Dee Hardison in recognition of her exceptional dedication and service to the City of Torrance.  She was lauded by Councilmembers and City staff for her longstanding commitment to the betterment of the community as an educator, community activist, former mayor and councilmember, and volunteer with various organizations, including the Torrance Rose Float Association, Torrance Historical Society, Torrance Sister City Organization, Torrance Education Foundation and Torrance Arts Consortium.  It was noted that her service to Torrance continues, most recently by assisting with the formation of the Grass Roots Public Service Academy and serving as chair of the Blue Ribbon Committee on Ethics and Integrity. 


California Assemblyman Ted Lieu and representatives of California Senator Jenny Oropeza and L.A. County Supervisor Don Knabe also commended Ms. Hardison for her service to the community and congratulated her on receiving this well deserved award.

Ms. Hardison accepted the award with appreciation; introduced family members present at the meeting; and credited former mayors Ken Miller, Jim Armstrong and Katy Geissert for serving as mentors to her.

18.
EXECUTIVE SESSION


Considered earlier in the meeting, see page 1.

19.
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:06 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, January 8, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. for an executive session, with regular business commencing at 7:00 p.m.  December 25, 2007 and January 1, 2008 will be Council dark nights. 

	
	

	
	/s/ Frank Scotto

	Attest:
	Mayor of the City of Torrance

	
	

	/s/ Sue Herbers
	

	Sue Herbers, 
	Approved on
	February 26, 2008

	City Clerk of the City of Torrance
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