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          October 2, 2012 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 5:32 p.m. on 
Tuesday, October 2, 2012 in the Council Chamber at Torrance City Hall. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Furey, Numark, Rhilinger, Sutherland 
and Mayor Scotto. 

 
Absent: None. 
 
Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 
 City Clerk Herbers and other staff representatives. 

 
 Agenda Item 18 was considered out of order at this time. 

 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 The City Council immediately recessed to closed session to confer with the City 
Manager and the City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Labor 
Negotiator, pursuant to California Government Code §54957.6. 

 
 The City Council reconvened at 7:03 p.m. with all members present.  No formal action 
was taken on any matter considered in closed session. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/ INVOCATION 
 The flag salute was led by Torrance Youth Council member Arielle Stephenson. 

 
 The non-sectarian invocation was given by Councilmember Rhilinger. 
 
3. REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA/ MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING 
 City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 
3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, September 27, 2012, with an addendum on Friday, 
September 28. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the 
number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading 
thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLMENTAL ITEMS 

None. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Scotto announced that the City Council Ad Hoc State Legislative Advocacy 
Committee will meet on Wednesday, October 3, at 4:00 p.m. in the City Manager assembly 
room to discuss the November ballot measures. 
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Councilmember Sutherland announced that the City Council will hold a Community 
Outreach meeting on Tuesday, December 11, at 7:00 p.m. in the Dee Hardison Sports Center at 
Wilson Park located at 2400 Jefferson Street. 

 
City Clerk Herbers announced that residents may register for the free Commissioner 

Certification Training class on Tuesday, October 30, by contacting the City Manager’s office at 
310.618.5880 or online at www.TorranceCA.gov/CommissionerCert.htm.  She noted that the 
class is required for Torrance residents to be eligible to submit applications for Commission 
appointments in January 2013 and the certification is valid for two years. 

 
City Clerk Herbers announced that Sample Ballots are being mailed to registered voters 

from September 27 through October 16 and Vote by Mail applications may be filed between 
October 8 through October 30.  She  noted that persons wishing to receive the sample ballot 
electronically may do so by going to www.LAVote.net.   She offered a reminder that all voted 
ballots must be received either at the polls or at the LA County Registrar’s office no later than 
8:00 p.m. on Election Day November 6. 

 
City Clerk Herbers invited staff and public to view the acrylics of Torrance Artist Guild 

member Rency Punnoose on display in the City Clerk’s office for the month of October. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 
6A. PROCLAMATION RE “NATIONAL ARTS AND HUMANITIES MONTH” 
 Mayor Scotto presented a proclamation declaring the month of October as National Arts 
and Humanities Month in the City of Torrance to Cultural Arts Commissioners Dale Korman 
and Kathryn Endo-Roberts. 
 
6B. PROCLAMATION RE “FAMILY HISTORY MONTH” 
 Mayor Scotto presented a proclamation declaring the month of October as Family 
History Month in the City of Torrance to South Bay Genealogical Society President  
Lisa Schumacher and member Connie Moretti. 

 
 Mayor Scotto commended Ms. Schumacher and Ms. Moretti for their work on the 
centennial event “Torrance Who Do You Think You Are?” which traced the roots of three 
Torrance families, including Mayor Scotto’s.  

 
 Ms. Moretti announced that “Starting Your Family History,” an event to assist people with 
tracing their ancestry, will he be held on Saturday, October 6, from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m. at the Katy 
Geissert Civic Center Library. 
 
6C. PRESENTATION BY DAVID TURCH AND ASSOCIATES ON FEDERAL 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 David Turch, David Turch and Associates, provided an update on federal legislative 
actions and discussed potential ramifications of the upcoming election. 
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
7A. Heidi Ashcraft announced that an Emergency Preparedness Fair will be held on Saturday, 
October 20, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 2000 W. Artesia Boulevard. 
 
7B. Jackie LaBouff, Torrance League of Women Voters, announced that a presentation on 
the pros and cons of the 11 Propositions on the November 6 ballot will be held on Tuesday, 
October 16, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library.   

http://www.torranceca.gov/CommissionerCert.htm�
http://www.lavote.net/�
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7D. Janet Payne, Torrance Historical Society, announced that the THS in conjunction with 
the North Torrance Homeowners Association will be hosting a Centennial event on Thursday, 
October 4, at 6:30 p.m. commemorating Torrance’s opening day in October 1912, which will 
include a viewing of maps from that era.  She also announced that the annual Fall Historic 
Home Tour will be held on Saturday, October 13, and Sunday, October 14, from 11:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. with tickets available for $20 at the museum located at 1345 Post Avenue. 
 
7D. Greg Gatz expressed concerns that bicyclists are prohibited on the recently opened Del 
Amo Boulevard extension.  

 

Public Works Director Beste advised that the prohibition is for safety reasons due to the 
proximity to flares at the ExxonMobil refinery. 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council minutes of 
August 14, August 21, August 28, and September 11, 2012. 

 
8B. FEE AGREEMENT RE LEGAL SERVICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Attorney that City Council approve a fee agreement with 
Liebert Cassidy Whitmore to provide legal services to the City pertaining to pension 
reform, for a total contract amount not to exceed $5,000. 

 
8C. JULY AND AUGUST 2012 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Treasurer that City Council accept and file the monthly 
investment reports for July 2012 and August 2012. 

 
8D. APPROVAL OF FINAL TRACT MAP NO. 68939 

Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council approve Final 
Tract Map No. 68939 which creates three duplex buildings for a total of six condominium 
units on a one lot subdivision.  This project, subdivided by Pine Meadows, LLC, is 
located at 2319 Apple Avenue, and substantially conforms to and meets all conditions of 
approval of the Tentative Map. 

Recommendation 

 
8E. 

Considered separately, see page 4. 
PURCHASE OF 2013 GMC SIERRA 3500 TRUCK 

 
8F. AGREEMENT RE CLOSED CITY YARD LANDFILL 

Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council approve a consulting 
services agreement with Shaw Environmental for a not to exceed amount of $300,000 to 
provide operation, maintenance, and compliance testing/reporting services for the closed 
City landfill located at the City Yard for a three-year period beginning October 2, 2012 
through October 1, 2015. 

Recommendation 
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 MOTION:

 

  Councilmember Numark moved for the approval of Consent Calendar Items 
8A through 8D and 8F.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous vote. 

 Consent Calendar Item 8E was considered separately at this time. 
 

8E. PURCHASE OF 2013 GMC SIERRA 3500 TRUCK 

Recommendation of the General Services and Transit Directors that City Council 
authorize a purchase order to Thorson Motor Center of Pasadena, CA in the amount of 
$56,769.25 (including sales tax and $750 discount for payment within 30 days) for the 
purchase of one Model Year 2013 GMC Sierra 3500 Truck with Pacific body model 
#11140940. 

Recommendation 

 In response to Councilmember Brewer’s inquiry, Fleet Services Manager Botiller reported 
that no dealership in Torrance submitted a bid for this truck. 

 
 MOTION:

 

  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous vote. 

15.1. OTHER – SUCCESSOR AGENCY to the former Redevelopment Agency of the  

Councilmember Rhilinger announced that due to her appointment on the Oversight 
Board to the Successor Agency she would recuse herself from consideration of item 15.1A and 
exited the Council Chamber. 

City of Torrance 

 
15.1A. REPORT ON DUE DILIGENCE REVIEW 

Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council, acting as the 
Successor Agency to the former Redevelopment Agency of the City of Torrance, approve 
the report on the Due Diligence Review to be forwarded to the Oversight Board for review 
and public comment on October 3, 2012 as required by ABX1-26 and AB 1484. 

Recommendation 

 Councilmember Sutherland commended staff for their efforts to comply with burdensome 
requirements that are not well-defined. 

 
 MOTION:

 

  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous vote (absent 
Councilmember Rhilinger). 

Councilmember Rhilinger returned to the dais. 
 
16. 
 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES 

16. 
ORDINANCE NO. 3760 

SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 3760 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING SECTION 92.2.9 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE 
RELATED TO THE SALES OPERATIONS TO THE PUBLIC FOR 
CHRISTMAS TREE LOTS 
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MOTION: Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 3760.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
17A. Councilmember Furey announced that the Torrance Education Foundation will hold a  
fundraiser for the Gene Drevno scholarship fund at the Comedy and Magic Club in Hermosa 
Beach on Thursday, October 11, at 6:30 p.m. with additional information available at 
310.972.6418 or torranceedfoundation@hotmail.com. 
 
17B. Councilmember Numark announced that the grand opening for the South Bay 
Entrepreneurial Center located at 1108 Sartori Avenue, Suite 120, will be held on Wednesday, 
October 10, from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
17C. Councilmember Rhilinger announced that the Torrance Centennial Birthday Bash will be 
held on Sunday, October 28, at Wilson Park from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
17D. Councilmember Sutherland reminded viewers that it is beginning to get dark earlier and  
to use caution when driving. 
 
17E. Councilmember Brewer asked if community outreach meetings were scheduled for the 
south or west Torrance areas.  City Manager Jackson reported that there are no plans to hold 
meetings in those areas at this time.    
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 Considered earlier in the meeting, see page 1. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 At 8:09 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, October 9, 2012 at 5:30 p.m. for an 
executive session, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber. 
 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers, CMC Approved on November 6, 2012 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
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