
September 19, 2005 
 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in joint session with the Library Commission 
at 5:42 p.m. on Tuesday, September 19, 2006 in the meeting room at the Katy Geissert 
Civic Center Library. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Brewer, Drevno, McIntyre, Nowatka, Sutherland, 

Witkowsky and Mayor Scotto. 
 

Absent: None. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 
   City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 
 
 The Library Commission meeting was adjourned at 6:53 p.m., and the City Council 
recessed to City Council Chambers to continue an adjourned regular meeting. 
 
 At 7:03 p.m., the City Council reconvened in the Council Chambers with all 
members present. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Boy Scout Troop #388, Henry Moreta, 
Assistant Scoutmaster. 

 

Councilmember Nowatka gave the non-sectarian invocation. 
 
3. REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA /  

MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING 
City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice 

Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, September 14, 2006. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved that after the City Clerk has read 
aloud the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the 
further reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS
 None.   
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Scotto asked that the meeting be adjourned in memory of Sandi Walker, 
wife of former mayor Dan Walker, who passed away September 13. 

 

City Clerk Herbers announced that Commissioner Certification Training would be 
held on Wednesday, September 27, at 6:00 p.m. (registration deadline 9/20/06) and 
Wednesday, October 25, at 6:00 p.m. (registration deadline 10/18/06) at the Nakano 
Theatre - 3330 Civic Center Drive. 
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City Clerk Herbers noted recent articles regarding the need for passports for travel 
and invited the public to apply for passports at the City Clerk’s office using the convenient 
timesaving appointment system, with information online at the City Clerk’s website or by 
calling 310.618.2870. 

 
City Clerk Herbers announced that the vacancy on the Planning Commission 

would be filled on November 7, 2006. 
 
Councilmember Witkowsky announced that the Public Safety Committee would 

meet on Thursday, September 28, at 4:00 p.m. in the 3rd floor assembly room of City Hall 
to discuss disaster preparedness. 

 
Mayor Scotto made the following appointments to the Legislative Ad Hoc 

Committee:  Councilmember Brewer as Chairman and Councilmembers Nowatka and 
Drevno as members.  He asked that the Committee review the 13 propositions on the 
November 7, 2006 election ballot and bring back recommendations to the full Council. 

 
Mayor Scotto announced that in September 2005, the City filed a lawsuit against 

Caltrans to stop the scheduled installation of a traffic signal at 235th Street and Western 
Avenue; that in May 2006, the City won its lawsuit and the court ordered Caltrans to halt the 
project; and that rather than appeal the judgment against it, Caltrans has agreed to do the 
following: 

1. Caltrans will stop the project and install “red curb” parking restrictions; 
2. Prior to starting any future project at the intersection, Caltrans will consult with the 

City, make sure Caltrans’ own internal guidelines warranting the traffic signal are 
met and complete the appropriate environmental review;  

3. Caltrans has also agreed to pay the City $75,000.00 toward its attorney fees. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 
6A. RESOLUTION NO. 2006-67 RE POLICE CHIEF JAMES D. HERREN 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-67 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE HONORING POLICE CHIEF JAMES D. HERREN UPON 
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE CITY AFTER THIRTY-TWO YEARS 
OF SERVICE 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2006-67.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote.  (To be presented at a later date.) 
 
6B. RESOLUTION NO. 2006-70 RE GARY WAYNE SCHMIDT 

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-70 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
HONORING GARY WAYNE SCHMIDT UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
THE CITY AFTER THIRTY-FIVE YEARS OF SERVICE 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2006-70.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 

 Mayor Scotto presented the resolution to Gary Schmidt, who accepted with 
appreciation and introduced family members present in the audience. 
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 Community Services Director Barnett expressed appreciation for Mr. Schmidt’s 
service to the City and offered well-wishes for his retirement.  
 
6C. WORKFORCE INVESTMENT NETWORK POLICY BOARD MEMBERSHIP 

Recommendation 
The Carson/Lomita/Torrance Workforce Investment Network Policy Board 
recommends that City Council appoint and officially swear in John Means as a 
member of the Workforce Investment Network Board. 
Councilmember Nowatka introduced John Means and briefly reviewed his 

qualifications. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved to appoint John Means to the 
Workforce Investment Network Board as a member representing Torrance Education – 
El Camino.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 City Clerk Herbers gave the oath of office. 
 
6D. PROCLAMATION RE “AMERICAN ON THE MOVE WEEK AT THE YMCA” 

(Added to the Agenda) 
 Mayor Scotto presented a proclamation declaring the week of September 23 
through September 30, 2006, as America on the Move Week at the YMCA in the City of 
Torrance to Tina Caporaso, Torrance YMCA Healthy Lifestyles Director, and Becky Austin, 
YMCA Volunteer.  

 Ms. Caporaso invited the public to attend events taking place at the YMCA during 
the week of September 23 through September 30 to encourage individuals and families to 
take small steps to improve their health. 
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
7A. Debbie Hays, Torrance Historical Society, announced a book signing by Chuck 
Lobb and Louis Zamperini on Sunday, September 24, from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the 
Torrance Historical Society Museum. 
 
7B. Janet Payne, Torrance Historical Society, announced a free walking tour of 
downtown Torrance on Sunday, September 24, at 1:30 p.m. 
 
7C. Travis Nation, Torrance, discussed ADA accessibility issues at various Torrance 
facilities and streets and requested that they be addressed. 
 
7D. Rachelle Toti, Torrance, asked about the formation of an Aquatics Task Force, and 
was advised that a report on this matter would be on the next agenda.    
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. LIBRARY COMMISSION  2005-06 ANNUAL REPORT 

Recommendation 
The Community Services Director, City Librarian, and the Library Commission 
recommend that City Council accept and file the Library Commission’s 2005-2006 
annual report. 
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8B. ACCEPTANCE/APPROPRIATION OF FRIENDS OF THE TORRANCE 
LIBRARY GRANT 
Recommendation 
The Community Services Director recommends that City Council accept and 
appropriate a grant of $9,000 from the Friends of the Torrance Library for adult 
programming at the Torrance Public Library for Fiscal Year 2006-2007. 

 
8C. PURCHASE ORDER FOR DATA NETWORK DEVICES 

Recommendation 
The Information Technology Director recommends that City Council authorize a 
purchase order with CDW Government, Inc. from Vernon Hills, IL for new data 
network devices to replace obsolete devices in the amount of $46,930.22. 

 
8D. APPROPRIATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF BEVERAGE CONTAINER 

RECYLCING PROGRAM 
Recommendation 
The Public Works Director recommends that City Council appropriate $39,553 
received from the Department of Conservation Beverage Container Grant Program 
for the implementation of beverage container recycling programs (FEAP #211).  
Future interest earnings not to exceed $1,500 will also be appropriated to this 
program. 

 
8E. CONTRACT FOR EMERGENCY STORM DRAIN REPAIR AT 4426 NEWTON 

Recommendation 
The Public Works Director recommends that City Council: 
1) Award a contract services agreement to Zondiros Corporation in the amount of 

$55,356 for repairs to the storm drain system, 4426 Newton Street; and 
2) Authorize a 5% contingency amount of $2,767.80.  

 
8F. AGREEMENTS WITH KRONOS, INC. FOR TIME ENTRY SOFTWARE 

Recommendation 
The Information Technology Director and Finance Director recommend that 
City Council authorize a two-year lease purchase license agreement and two year 
professional services agreement with Kronos, Inc. for time entry software in the 
amount of $155,909. 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Drevno moved for the approval of Consent Calendar 
Items 8A through 8F.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. EASEMENT FOR UNDERGROUND ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS AND 

APPURTENANCES IN VICINITY OF 2600 SKYPARK DRIVE 
Recommendation 
The Community Development Director recommends that City Council adopt a 
Resolution authorizing a subject Grant of Additional Easement to Southern 
California Edison Company for underground electrical systems and appurtenances 
in the vicinity of 2600 Skypark Drive. 

 Transportation Planning Manager Semaan advised that the additional easement is 
necessary to facilitate the undergrounding of utilities for the new Lowe’s home 
improvement store. 
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 MOTION: Councilmember Witkowsky moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote.   

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-71 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND THE 
CITY CLERK TO ATTEST AN EASEMENT  
TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY FOR 
UNDERGROUND ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS AND APPURTENANCES 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2006-71.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12B. SCHEDULING OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEETINGS 

Recommendation 
The City Manager recommends that City Council concur scheduling the 
Community Outreach Meetings of the City Council for February 27, 2007, at 7:00 
p.m. in the Charles H. Wilson Park Gymnasium and April 17, 2007, at 7:00 p.m. in 
the South Torrance High School Gymnasium. 

 Cable and Community Relations Manager Smith reported on the scheduling of the 
second and third Community Outreach Meetings. 

 
 MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote.   
 
12C. PAY RESOLUTION AMENDMENT FOR CERTAIN FULL-TIME SALARIED 

AND HOURLY EMPLOYEES 
Recommendation 
The City Manager recommends that City Council adopt a Resolution approving a 
modification to the pay resolution for Certain Full-Time Salaried and Hourly 
Employees for the position of Staff Assistant to add two additional steps to the 
grid, with those steps attainable solely by the Staff Assistant assigned to 
administrative support of the Mayor and City Council. 

 Assistant City Manager Giordano advised that staff was recommending that two 
steps be added to the pay grid for the Staff Assistant assigned to the Mayor and City 
Council recognizing that responsibilities have significantly grown and assignments have 
become more complex.    

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote.   

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-72 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2005-117 SETTING 
FORTH CHANGES REGARDING HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS FOR CERTAIN FULL TIME SALARIED AND HOURLY 
EMPLOYEES 
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2006-72.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12D. ESTABLISHMENT OF BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE RE ETHICS  

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
Recommendation 
The City Manager recommends that City Council consider establishing a Blue 
Ribbon Committee to study and develop ethics policies and procedures for the City 
of Torrance and appropriate $10,000 from the Program Contingency Reserve. 

 Assistant to the City Manager Sunshine noted that the agenda item outlines a 
framework for the establishment of a Blue Ribbon Committee to study and develop ethics 
policies and includes potential topics. 

 
 Councilmember Nowatka proposed that each councilmember appoint one 
committee member and that the mayor appoint the remaining five members in order to 
streamline the appointment process. 

 
 Councilmember Witkowsky indicated that she favored using the same process for 
appointment as is used for appointment to City commissions to ensure that qualified 
candidates are not overlooked. 

 
 Councilmembers Brewer, McIntyre and Drevno voiced support for Councilmember 
Nowatka’s proposal as a means of expediting the appointment process. 

 
 Mayor Scotto recommended that committee meetings be held on the first 
Wednesday of the month rather than the fourth Wednesday of the month to avoid conflicts 
with upcoming holidays. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to change the date of meetings to the 
first Wednesday of the month.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky 
and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
 Patrick Furey, Torrance, thanked the Council for bringing this item forward.  He 
suggested that members of the clergy, judiciary and police officers be part of the 
committee. 

 
 Kurt Weideman, Torrance, encouraged the Council to approve funding for the 
services of a recording secretary so that minutes of the meetings would be available. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved to concur with the staff recommendation 
as further amended, allowing each councilmember to appoint one committee member and 
the mayor to appoint the five remaining members, and including recording secretary 
service.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote. 
 
12E. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR CROSSING GUARD EMPLOYEES 

Recommendation 
The City Manager recommends that City Council adopt a Resolution pursuant to 
a Memorandum of Understanding setting forth hours, wages and working 
conditions for employees represented by Crossing Guard Employees for the 
period July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007.  Expenditure: 3.5% annual package from 
July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007; one-time expenditure of .25% ($6,150). 
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 Sr. Management Associate Lopez reported that management and Crossing Guard 
representatives have agreed to the terms set forth in the Memorandum of Understanding. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote.   

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-73 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE SETTING FORTH HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING 
CONDITIONS FOR CROSSING GUARD EMPLOYEES FOR THE 
PERIOD FROM JULY 1, 2006 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2007 AND 
REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 2005-125 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2006-73.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
13. HEARINGS 
 
13A. MORETON STREET VACATION WEST OF DORMONT AVENUE 

Recommendation 
The Community Development Director recommends that City Council conduct a 
public hearing and adopt a Resolution ordering the vacation of a portion of Moreton 
Street west of Dormont Avenue. 

 Mayor Scotto announced that this was the time and place for a public hearing on 
this matter.  City Clerk Herbers confirmed that the hearing was properly advertised. 

 
 Transportation Planning Manager Semaan explained that Moreton Street was 
created as a potential street and surrounding property owners have requested that an 
unutilized portion be vacated to facilitate the construction of a mixed commercial-
residential project. 

 
 No one from the public came forward to speak and the hearing was closed. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved to close the public hearing.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote.   

RESOLUTION NO. 2006-74 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE ORDERING THE VACATION OF A PORTION  
OF MORETON STREET WEST OF DORMONT AVENUE 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2006-74.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 

* 
 The Council met as the Redevelopment Agency from 8:06 p.m. to 8:08 p.m. 
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17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
17A. Councilmember McIntyre commented that she had heard the Employee Variety 
Show was the best ever with an attendance of 274 and commended all involved for their 
efforts. 
 
17B. Councilmember Nowatka commended Councilmembers Sutherland and Witkowsky 
for their participation in the Employee Variety Show. 
 
17C. Councilmember Sutherland, with the concurrence of Council, requested that staff 
bring the concession contract and the consultant contract with Snapple to the City Council 
for review to ascertain whether commitments have been fulfilled to the City and the school 
district. 
 
17D. Councilmember Sutherland reported that there have been discussions about 
expanding the Green Line to Del Amo Fashion Center in 2025. 
 
17E. Councilmember Witkowsky commented on the relationship-building aspect of the 
Employee Variety show, and commended Councilmember Sutherland for his performance.  

 

Assistant to the Manager Sunshine reported that $2400 was raised from 
concessions and drawings and he was awaiting a final tally of ticket sales.  He thanked 
the Council for their support of this worthwhile event. 
 
17F. Councilmember Witkowsky, with the concurrence of Council, requested that staff 
bring forward an item regarding the retrofitting of bookshelves in the Katy Geissert Civic 
Center Library to ensure their stability in the event of an earthquake. 
 
17G. Councilmember Brewer reported that he and his family had used the Torrance bus 
system over the summer and commented on the impressive service.  He asked, with the 
concurrence of Council, to have the Transportation Committee look at ways to increase 
ridership through an education program and to explore the possibility of utilizing City 
buses for school transportation. 
 
17H. Councilmember Brewer noted that only approximately 2% of Torrance residents 
ride on City buses and requested that staff look into the possibility of providing some type 
of free bus service for Torrance residents in a future budget. 

 

 Transit Manager Turner reported that staff was exploring the feasibility of providing 
free bus service for residents and discussing with the school district potential opportunities 
to educate students and provide bus service. 
 
17I. At Councilmember Brewer’s request, Transit Manager Turner provided contact 
information for the Senior Taxi Program, noting that those with service complaints should 
contact Transit staff at 310.618.2536, providing the details about the incident, including 
date, time, location and taxicab company.   She noted that the department was looking into 
utilizing decals with contact information to be affixed to cabs. 
 
17J. Councilmember Brewer announced a free Smart Gardening Workshop at 
Columbia Park on Saturday, September 23, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 
17K. Councilmember Drevno commented on her enjoyment of that the Employee 
Variety Show, stating that the Sunshine girls stole the show. 
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17L. Harvey Horwich, Torrance, expressed concerns about the lack of public 
awareness about the Redevelopment Agency item last week regarding the modification 
of landscaping and the reconfiguration of parking in the Skypark Redevelopment Project 
Area and requested that the Redevelopment Agency reconsider this item thereby 
allowing the public another opportunity to speak on this matter. 
 
17M. Arun Bhumitra, Torrance, voiced his opinion that the City Council should be more 
fully compensated for their efforts.   
 
17N. Steve Busch, Torrance, asked if gas shutoff valves are required by the City when 
property changes hands or at any other time. 

 

Community Development Director Gibson indicated that shutoff valves are not 
required at this time and offered to bring an information item to the Council on this issue.   
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 At 8:30 p.m., the City Council recessed to closed session to confer with the City 
Manager and the City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with 
Labor Negotiator, pursuant to California Government § 54957.6.   

 
 The Council reconvened in Council Chambers at 9:11 p.m.  No formal action was 
taken on any matter considered in closed session. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 

At 9:11 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, September 26, 2006 at 
5:30 p.m. for an executive session, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers.  

Adjourned in Memory of 
Sandi Walker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers Approved on October 24, 2006 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 9 September 19, 2006 


