
July 21, 2009 
 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 
7:01 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21, 2009 in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Furey, Numark, Rhilinger, 

Sutherland, and Mayor Scotto. 
 

Absent: None. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows,  
City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 

 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 

The flag salute was led by Youth Council member Chelsea Brewer. 
 
Councilmember Rhilinger gave the non-sectarian invocation. 

 
3.  REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING  

City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice 
Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, July 16, 2009. 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved that after the City Clerk has read 

aloud the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the 
further reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 

 Agenda Item 12A and Agenda Item 18 (Executive Session) were withdrawn. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
  Management Associate Barthe-Jones announced that applications for the 2010 
Census Complete Count Ad Hoc Committee are available online at 
www.TorranceCA.gov/2010census and will be accepted until July 17, with appointments 
to made at the July 28 City Council meeting. 
 
 

  City Council 
 1 July 21, 2009 

http://www.torranceca.gov/2010census


 Management Associate Barthe-Jones announced that applications for the 
Torrance Centennial Committee are available online at www.TorranceCA.gov/Centennial 
and will be accepted until August 4, with appointments to be made at the August 25 City 
Council meeting. 
 

City Clerk Herbers announced that applications were being accepted for 
appointment to fill vacancies on the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation 
Commission and the Water Commission, with appointments to be made on at the 
August 4, 2009 City Council meeting, not July 28 as previously announced.  She noted 
that applications are due in the City Clerk’s office no later than July 29. 
 

Councilmember Barnett announced that the City Council Facility Naming 
Committee would meet on Tuesday, August 4 at 4:00 p.m. in the 3rd Floor Assembly 
Room at City Hall to consider applications for naming City-owned land, buildings, and 
facilities. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 
6A. APPOINTMENT OF YOUTH COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR 2009-2010 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council appoint 
18 members to the 2009-2010 City of Torrance Youth Council and have them 
officially sworn in by the City Clerk. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation to appoint 18 members to the 2009-2010 Youth Council.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by unanimous roll call vote, with 
Councilmember Brewer abstaining. 
  

The following members were appointed to the Youth Council: Lea Atienza, 
Chelsea Brewer, Nicole Christy, Zachary Gray, Asia Hundley, Laura Hunt, Tony Joo, 
Linde Liu, Prisca Lu, Frank Masi, Ashley Park, Jasmine Park, Brett Sakaguchi, 
Chie Tamada, Andy Tsou, Brendon Villalobos, Kathryn Wu, and Aileen Yoon.   

 
City Clerk Herbers administered the oath of office to members present. 

 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
7A. Gene Higginbotham and Debbie Hays, Torrance Historical Society, thanked 
sponsors and everyone who attended the 5th annual Rock Around the Block event for 
contributing to its success. 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council 
minutes of June 9 and June 16, 2009. 
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8B. LIBRARY COMMISSION 2008-2009 ANNUAL REPORT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council accept 
and file the Library Commission 2008-2009 annual report. 

 
8C. AGREEMENT FOR GROUNDWATER MONITORING WELL AT MADRONA 

MARSH NATURE CENTER PARKING LOT 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council authorize a license 
agreement by and between the City of Torrance and the Water Replenishment 
District of Southern California (WRD) to install a groundwater monitoring well in 
the western most portion of the parking lot at the Madrona Marsh Nature Center 
at 3201 Plaza del Amo. 

 
8D. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR FY2008-09 PROPOSITION 1B  

TRANSIT SECURITY BRIDGE FUNDS 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Transit Director that City Council approve a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) for Fiscal Year 2008-2009 
Proposition 1B Transit Security Bridge Funds. 

 
8E. PURCHASE ORDER FOR RENEWAL OF SOFTWARE HOSTING, LICENSING 

AND MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director, Transit Director, and 
Communications & Information Technology Director that City Council authorize a 
purchase order in the amount of $50,678 to AssetWORKS (formerly MAXIMUS, 
Inc.) of La Jolla, CA to renew annual hosting services, software licensing, and 
maintenance services agreements for FleetFocus FA™ and FuelFocus™ 
software (AssetWORKS Contract # 1071 FA HST07) beginning August 1, 2009 
and ending July 31, 2010. 
 

8F. AGREEMENT AMENDMENT FOR AMBULANCE SERVICES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Fire Chief and the Chief of Police that City Council 
approve a fourth amendment to the agreement for ambulance services with 
Gerber Ambulance Service, Inc. (C2001-132) to modify a fee provision reflecting 
the Advanced Life Support Assessment fee approved by City Council on July 7, 
2009. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved to approve Consent Calendar Items 
8A through 8F.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 

  City Council 
 3 July 21, 2009 



12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

12A. AGREEMENT FOR SUBSTATION AT DEL AMO FASHION CENTER 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve the business 
terms for a proposed agreement with Simon Property Group, doing business as 
Del Amo Fashion Center, for police substation and policing at the Del Amo 
Fashion Center. 

Item was withdrawn. 
 

12B. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY I 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Attorney that City Council appoint Gillian Studwell to 
the position of Deputy City Attorney I. 
 

 City Attorney Fellows reported that Ms. Studwell was an extern with the City 
Attorney’s office and subsequently hired for a limited tenure, non-classified position of 
Legal Counselor in January 2008 and has done an exemplary job. 

 
 MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12C. APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CITY ATTORNEY III 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Attorney that City Council appoint Patrick Sullivan to 
the position of Deputy City Attorney III. 

 
 City Attorney Fellows reported that Mr. Sullivan also began his career with the 
City as an extern and was subsequently hired in March 1996 and has acquired extensive 
experience as a municipal lawyer.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12D. RESOLUTION ACTIVATING LEVEL 1 WATER SUPPLY SHORTAGE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Water Commission and the Public Works Director that 
City Council adopt a Resolution authorizing activation of a Level 1 Water Supply 
Shortage condition in accordance with Section 76.4.070 Ordinance No. 3717 to 
declare an urgent water shortage condition and require that all municipal 
customers reduce their water consumption by 10%.  The activation of the Level 1 
Water Supply Shortage condition would increase mandatory conservation 
measures by limiting outdoor watering to three days per week, prohibiting outdoor 
watering from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m., and requiring that all water leaks be repaired 
within seven days. 
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Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich briefly reviewed the mandatory water 
conservation measures triggered by the activation of the Level 1 Water Supply Shortage 
condition, which includes a requirement that municipal customers reduce their water 
consumption by 10% using 2004-2006 as a baseline.  He noted that there will be an 
extensive public outreach program to inform the community about the conservation 
measures. 

 
Commissioner Brewer expressed concerns that it may be difficult for residents 

who have already installed water-saving devices to reduce consumption another 10%. 
 
Public Works Director Beste advised that staff is considering establishing a 

baseline for single-family residences so that residents who have already been 
conserving are not penalized. 

 
Responding to questions from the Council, Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich 

advised that water bills will include the baseline from 2004-2006 so that residents will be 
able to determine if they are meeting the required 10% reduction and that the California 
Water Service is adopting a similar program that also requires a 10% reduction. 

 
Mayor Scotto asked about rebate programs to help residents with the expense of 

installing water-conserving devices.   
 
Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich reported that rebate programs sponsored 

by the Metropolitan Water District for single-family residences have been suspended but 
are expected to be re-activated within the next couple of months.  He noted that a multi-
family energy and water retrofit program is currently being implemented. 

 
Mayor Scotto pointed out that a lot of water is wasted waiting for water to heat up 

and requested that staff look into the possibility of implementing a program to promote 
the installation of constant flow water heaters, possibly partnering with the Gas 
Company.   

  
MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-70 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
DECLARING A LEVEL 1 WATER SUPPLY SHORTAGE CONDITION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 76.4.070 AND 76.4.100 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNCIPAL CODE 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2009-70.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 Public Works Director Beste noted that the conservation measures included in 
the Resolution take effect immediately. 
 
 

  City Council 
 5 July 21, 2009 



  City Council 
 6 July 21, 2009 

12E. APPROVAL OF OCTOBER 13, 2009 AS COUNCIL DARK NIGHT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve October 13, 
2009 as a City Council dark night. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12F. CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR BROKER SERVICES RE 465 CRENSHAW 

BOULEVARD 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve a contract 
extension with The Klabin Company (C2008-167) for broker services to represent 
the City in the purchase of property located at 465 Crenshaw Boulevard. 
 

 Assistant City Manager Giordano reported that staff was recommending that the 
contract with The Klabin Company be extended because it expires on July 31, 2009 and 
negotiations for this property are ongoing and continue to progress. 
 

MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12G. APPROVAL OF ASSIGNMENT/ASSUMPTION OF LEASE OF CITY-OWNED 

PROPERTY AT 2901 AIRPORT DRIVE 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve an Assignment 
and Assumption of Lease from Barbara K. Robinson, an individual to Barbara K. 
Robinson, as Trustee of the Barbara Robinson Living Trust, dated November 14, 
2007 for a lease of City-owned property located at 2901 Airport Drive with 
facilities known as Robinson Helicopter Company. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Rhilinger moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
17A. Councilmember Barnett invited everyone to attend 23rd Annual Gourmet Food & 
Wine Festival, Evening Under the Stars, on Saturday, August 1, from 7:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. at American Honda Motor Company to benefit Torrance Memorial Medical 
Center.  He noted that tickets are available for $100 per person or $180 for two, with 
additional information available at 310.540.5858. 
 
17B. Councilmember Barnett noted his attendance at a Parks and Recreation 
Commission event, commended the honorees and thanked Community Services staff 
involved. 



 
17C. Councilmember Brewer announced that the Belle Air Brass will be playing on 
Sunday, July 26, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at Columbia Park located at 190th Street and 
Prairie Avenue. 
 
17D. Councilmember Numark asked, with the concurrence of Council, that staff work 
with Metro on a memorandum of understanding regarding the rider relief transportation 
program that provides a subsidy for bus fares for low-income patrons. 
 
17E. Councilmember Rhilinger announced that the musical Damn Yankees will be 
presented by the Torrance Theatre Company on August 1, 7, 8,14 and 15 at 8:00 p.m. 
and August 2, 9, and 15 at 2:00 p.m. at the Armstrong Theatre.  She noted that tickets 
are $25, with additional information available at 310.781.7171 or www.torranceca.gov. 
 
17F. Councilmember Sutherland expressed concerns that the State was planning to 
take money from local cities to balance the budget. 
 
17G. Mayor Scotto noted that negotiations are ongoing and expressed the hope that 
the State would not take away local funding. 
 
17H. City Manager Jackson reported that the League of California Cities has 
scheduled a news conference on this matter, relating his understanding that the State is 
considering taking property taxes, gas taxes and redevelopment funds from local cities. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 Agenda Item 18A) Conference with Legal Counsel – Pending Litigation, was 
withdrawn. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 At 8:01 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, July 28, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. 
for an executive session, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers.   
 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers,  Approved on September 1, 2009 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 7 July 21, 2009 
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