
July 8, 2008 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 
6:59 p.m. on Tuesday, July 8, 2008 in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Furey, Numark, Rhilinger 

Sutherland, and Mayor Scotto. 
 

Absent: None. 
 
Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 

   City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 
    
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 
 

The flag salute was led by Councilmember Furey. 
 
Councilmember Sutherland gave the non-sectarian invocation. 
 

3.  REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO 
WAIVE FURTHER READING 
 
City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice 

Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, July 3, 2008. 

MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved that after the City Clerk has read 
aloud the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the 
further reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 
 Mayor Scotto noted supplemental material available at the meeting on Agenda 
Items 8B, 8C, 8E, 8F, 12B, 12C and 12D. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

City Clerk Herbers invited the public to view watercolors by Torrance Artist Guild 
member Magoo Valencia on display in the City Clerk’s office for the month of July. 

 
Community Services Director Jones announced that the remodeling of the 

main floor of the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library will begin on July 16, noting that 
the library will remain open with the lower and upper floors accessible, along with 
portions on the main floor.  
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        Public Works Director Beste reminded the public to conserve water and offered 
tips about maintaining lawns without wasting water. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 
6A. PRESENTATION RE “THE BEGONIA TRIANGLE” PARK 
 
 Mayor Scotto presented certificates on behalf of the Riviera Homeowners 
Association to members of the community and City staff who assisted with the creation 
of a pocket park on a small triangle of donated land at 242nd Street and Newton Street 
known as “The Begonia Triangle.”  Recipients included John Bauman, Bill Beverly, 
Carol Roelen, Tony Baker, Gene Barnett and Mike Wilson.  
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
7A. Richard Browning, resident, reported on issues related to the lack of direct 911 
access when using Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) systems for phone service. 
 
7B. Donn Plewes, resident, reported that he has been subjected to construction 
noise from his neighbor who has been remodeling his home for over two years and 
requested that the City consider enacting new regulations that would require exterior 
work on a residential construction project to be completed in a timely fashion. 
 
7C. Debbie Hays, Torrance Historical Society, invited the public to attend “Rock 
Around the Block” at the Torrance Historical Society Museum on Post Avenue on 
Thursday, July 17, from 5: 00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. MAP OF ECONOMIC CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council receive and file the new 
map of economic conflicts of interest disclosing property within the City of 
Torrance owned by City Council members and City Planning commissioners. 

 
8B. AMENDMENT TO FEE AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL FEES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Attorney that City Council approve the amendment 
to fee agreement (C2007-186) with Liebert Cassidy Whitmore to provide legal 
services to the City pertaining to a police personnel matter for an additional 
$10,000 for a total amount not to exceed $34,000. 

 
8C. APPROPRIATION OF GRANT FOR LIVE HOMEWORK HELP PROGRAM 

 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that the City Council 
accept and appropriate a Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) grant in 
the amount of $12,274, and a donation of $8,363 from the Torrance Public 
Library Foundation to fund the online Live Homework Help Program (FEAP 622). 
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8D. PURCHASE ORDER FOR PARAMEDIC SUPPLIES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Fire Chief that City Council authorize a purchase order 
be issued to Bound Tree Medical, LLC in the amount not to exceed $65,000 to 
furnish paramedic medical and pharmaceutical supplies on an as requested 
basis for a period of one (1) year. 

 
8E. AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT FOR DESIGN OF CITY YARD WATER 

QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council approve an 
amendment to consulting services agreement (C2007-120) with Plotnik & 
Associates for a six month term extension from July 18, 2008 to January 8, 2009 
to perform final design and permitting services for the City Yard Water Quality 
Improvement Project. 

 
8F. SUBSIDY OF RENTAL FEES FOR ARMSTRONG THEATRE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Mayor that City Council consider a subsidy of a portion 
of the rental fees associated with the use of the Torrance Armstrong Theatre for 
the Teens Against Cancer event scheduled for August 29, 2008. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Rhilinger moved for the approval of Consent 
Calendar Items 8A through 8F.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Furey 
and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
9. COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 
9A. DEVELOPMENT OF REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR OPERATION 

OF WILSON PARK BATTING CAGE FACILITY. 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council allow 
staff to develop a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the operation of the Wilson 
Park Batting Cage facility. 

 
 Senior Business Manager Minter reported that the City has been operating the 
batting cages at Wilson Park for approximately five years; that the operation lost $32,000 
in FY2007-08 and the condition of the cages is deteriorating; and that Tyler Sports, the 
owners/operators of the Lakewood Batting Cages and the former Carson Batting Cage 
facility at Alpine Village, have expressed an interest in entering into a management 
agreement for the Wilson Park facility.  He advised that staff was recommending that a 
Request for Proposal be developed, which would allow Tyler Sports and other potential 
operators to bid on the operation of the batting cages. 
 
 In response to Councilmember Brewer’s inquiry, City Attorney Fellows confirmed 
that the City could enter into an agreement with Tyler Sports without having to go 
through the RFP process. 
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 Kevin Tyler, Tyler Sports, explained that he approached staff about managing the 
Wilson Park batting cages after learning that the company’s lease for batting cages at 
Alpine Village would not be renewed due to the expansion of beer gardens.  He noted 
that he and his father own and operate the business and they are longtime residents of 
Torrance with considerable expertise in the management of batting cage facilities. 
 
 Mayor Scotto suggested that it might be more economical to have one company 
manage both the batting cages and the skateboard park at Wilson Park. 
 
 Mr. Tyler stated that he was confident the company could operate the batting 
cages at a profit, however, they have no experience operating skateboard parks.  He 
related his understanding that the skateboard park will require a large investment to redo 
the ramps. 
 
 Community Services Director Jones advised that the Parks and Recreation 
Commission is working with the skateboarding community to try to come up with a plan 
for renovating the skateboard park, however, any action on this matter is months away. 
 
 Councilmember Brewer indicated that he favored looking into an agreement with 
Tyler Sports rather than going through the RFP process due to the time involved. 
 
 Councilmember Barnett also favored looking into an agreement with Tyler 
Sports, noting the company’s proven track record. 
 
 Councilmember Sutherland, echoed by Councilmember Numark and 
Councilmember Furey, expressed his preference for the RFP process as it would allow 
other potential operators to submit a bid for managing the facility. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Numark moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation to develop an RFP for operation of the Wilson Park Batting Cage 
Facility.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed by a 6-1 
roll call vote, with Councilmember Brewer dissenting. 
 
 The Council briefly recessed from 7:56 p.m. to 8:01 p.m. so a malfunction in the 
sound system could be addressed. 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION FOR CERTAIN PART-TIME HOURLY 

EMPLOYEES 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt an amendment to 
Resolution 2007-46 for Certain Part-Time Hourly Employees to update the titles, 
pay ranges and benefits for the positions of Office Aide and Environmental Aide. 
 

 Assistant to the City Manager Chaparyan noted that the changes are necessary 
to update the positions of Office Aide and Environmental Aide, which are tied to the 
minimum wage. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-89 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2007-46 SETTING FORTH CHANGES 
REGARDING THE HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
CERTAIN PART-TIME HOURLY EMPLOYEES 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland move for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2008-89.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12B. RESOLUTION SETTING REFERENCE POINTS FOR EXECUTIVE AND  

MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES  
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a Resolution for 
Executive and Management Employees, increasing the reference point by CPI 
pursuant to provisions of the Merit Plan and repeal Resolution 2007-67. 

 
 Assistant to the City Manager Chaparyan noted supplemental material clarifying 
the use of reference points. 
  

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-90 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
SETTING FORTH CHANGES REGARDING EMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 
FOR EXECUTIVE AND MANAGEMENT EMPLOYEES EFFECTIVE  
JULY 1, 2008 AND REPEALING RESOLUTION NO. 2008-90 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland move for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2008-90.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Numark and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
12C. RESOLUTIONS APPROVING PROJECT AT 2319 APPLE AVENUE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council 
adopt resolutions reflecting their decision to approve a Conditional Use Permit to 
allow the construction of a new six-unit condominium project in conjunction with a 
Tentative Tract Map for condominium purposes on property located in the R-3 
Zone at 2319 Apple Avenue. CUP07-00031 & TTM68939 / PINE MEADOWS, 
LLC 
 

 Community Development Director Gibson noted that the Resolutions reflect the 
Council’s action at the June 24, 2008 Council meeting. 
 
 Councilmember Rhilinger announced that she would be abstaining from voting 
on this item because she was not on the Council at the time the project was considered. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2008-91 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AS PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 
9, CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE 1 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO 
ALLOW A NEW SIX-UNIT CONDOMINIUM PROJECT ON PROPERTY 
LOCATED IN THE R-3 ZONE AT 2319 APPLE AVENUE 

CUP 07-00031: Pine Meadows, LLC 
  
 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2008-91.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed as reflected 
in the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES:  Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer and Mayor Scotto. 
NOES:  Councilmember Sutherland. 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers Furey, Numark and Rhilinger. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-92 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
APPROVING A TENTATIVE TRACT MAP AS PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 9, 
CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 29 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW 
A SUBDIVISION FOR CONDOMINIUM PURPOSES ON PROPERTY LOCATED 
IN THE R-3 ZONE AT 2319 APPLE AVENUE 

  TTM 68939: Pine Meadows, LLC 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2008-91.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed as reflected 
in the following roll call vote: 
 

AYES:  Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer and Mayor Scotto. 
NOES:  Councilmember Sutherland. 
ABSTAIN: Councilmembers Furey, Numark and Rhilinger. 
 

12D. AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION FOR CERTAIN FULL-TIME SALARIED AND 
HOURLY EMPLOYEES 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt an amendment to 
the Resolution for Certain Full Time Salaried and Hourly Employees (2008-45) to 
implement a salary increase for the Area G Executive Director. 
 

 Assistant to the City Manager Chaparyan noted supplemental material clarifying 
that the salary increase applies exclusively to the Area G Executive Director.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2008-93 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2007-45 SETTING FORTH CHANGES 
REGARDING THE HOURS, WAGES, AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR 
CERTAIN FULL-TIME SALARIED AND HOURLY EMPLOYEES 



 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland move for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2008-93.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Numark and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

* 
 The Council met as the Redevelopment Agency from 8:08 p.m. to 8:10 p.m. 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
 
17A. Councilmember Brewer commended Community Services staff and the Police 
and Fire Departments for their excellent work at the 4th of July celebration at Wilson 
Park. 
 
17B.  Councilmember Numark commended Leadership Torrance Alumni Association for 
its successful Torrance Saves Lives campaign, which collected 1100 pints of blood for 
the American Red Cross, noting that no other city in the state has come close to this 
number.  He also commended the City, the Police Department and various community 
businesses that conducted blood drives in conjunction with the campaign.  He noted that 
blood is always in short supply and encouraged donors to schedule an appointment at 
1-800-Give-Life or www.GiveLife.org.  
 
17C. Councilmember Numark encouraged attendance at the Rock Around the Block 
event on Thursday, July 17. 
 
17D. Councilmember Rhilinger echoed the comments of Councilmember Brewer 
regarding the 4th of July celebration. 
 
17E. Councilmember Barnett also commented on the 4th of July and reminded the 
public that the improvements at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library would begin next 
week.  
 
17F. Councilmember Barnett also reminded the public that a free Wild Wednesday 
event would be held at the Torino Plaza on Wednesday, July 9. 
 
17G. Mayor Scotto commented that he thought the fireworks at Wilson Park were the 
best ever and they raised the bar for next year. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION  - None. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 At 8:15 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, July 15, 2008, at 5:30 p.m. 
for an executive session, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers. 
      /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
     /s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers,  Approved on September 9, 2008 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 7 July 8, 2008 
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