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           June 16, 2015 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 7:01 p.m. on 
Tuesday, June 16, 2015 in the Council Chamber at Torrance City Hall. 
 
 ROLL CALL 

Present: Councilmembers Ashcraft, Barnett, Goodrich, Griffiths, Rizzo, Weideman 
and Mayor Furey. 

Absent: None. 

Present:  City Manager Jackson, Assistant City Manager Giordano, 
City Attorney Fellows, City Clerk Poirier and other staff representatives. 
 

2. FLAG SALUTE/ INVOCATION 
 
 The flag salute was led by Councilmember Goodrich. 
 
 The non-sectarian invocation was given by Councilmember Griffiths. 
             
3. REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA/ MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING 

 City Clerk Poirier reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice Board at 
3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, June 11, 2015. 

MOTION:  Councilmember Rizzo moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud the 
number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further reading 
thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the right to 
demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 
 No Items were withdrawn or deferred; supplemental material was available for Items 8F 
and 12B. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Mayor Furey asked that the meeting be adjourned in memory of former City Councilman 
Dick Rossberg who passed away on June 10 at the age of 87. 
 
 Councilmember Weideman reported that the Citizen Development and Enrichment 
Committee met earlier this afternoon to review the design for 2016 Rose Parade float and voted 
to accept the design, which will be presented to the City Council for approval at the July 7 
meeting. 
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 Finance Director Tsao reported that the City received its short-term municipal credit 
rating last week of SP 1+, which is the highest rating given to cities, and was able to obtain a 
very favorable interest rate for the 2015-16 Tax Revenue Anticipation Notes. 
 

Mayor Furey announced that the Torrance Prevention Community Council in conjunction 
with Behavioral Health Services and other community groups, will be hosting a symposium on 
awareness and action on underage drinking on Monday, June 29, at 6:00 p.m. at the Toyota 
Automotive Museum located at 19600 Van Ness Avenue. 

 
Mayor Furey reported that he received a packet of information from the Center for 

Contract Compliance on Thursday, June 11, which raised a number of issues regarding the 
contract awarded to GRFCO for the North Torrance Well Field Project Phase II, at the June 9 
City Council meeting; that he subsequently received documents from GRFCO and a law firm 
representing GRFCO; and that based on this documentation he believes it’s in the City’s best 
interests to place an item on next week’s agenda to decide whether or not to reconsider the  
award of contract. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
6A. PROCLAMATION RE CHILDREN’S BOOK WRITERS OF LOS ANGELES 
 Mayor Furey presented a proclamation commending and congratulating the Children’s 
Book Writers of Los Angeles as it celebrates its fifth year of service in Los Angeles to 
Nutschell Windsor, Founder/President; Alana Garrigues, Publications Editor; Angie Flores, 
Marketing Manager; Lucy Ravitch, Secretary; Tiffany Barth, Treasurer; Cassy Gusty, Critique 
Coordinator and Peleise Smith, Social Media. 
 
6B. COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council review applications and take action 
to fill three vacancies, one on the Cable Television Advisory Board and one on the Water 
Commission, and one unscheduled vacancy on the Library Commission, from a list of 
qualified applicants. The City Clerk will administer the oath of office to commissioners 
present. 

 City Clerk Poirier introduced applicants and they were given an opportunity to address 
the City Council. 
 
 The City Council made the following appointments: Cable Television Advisory Board – 
Christine Sanchez, Library Commission – Judith Gerber, Water Commission – Betty Chim-Lieu. 
 
 City Clerk Poirier administered the oath of office to the newly appointed commissioners. 
  
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
7A. Jim Jackson, project manager for GRFCO, expressed concerns that the labor union 
under the guise of the Center for Contract Compliance was trying to jeopardize GRFCO’s 
recently awarded contract for the North Torrance Well Field Project. 
 
7B. Julie Dojiri, Civic Affairs chair for New Horizons, thanked Transit Administrator Jim Mills 
for attending a meeting at the complex to explain how the new swipe card system will work for 
the City’s senior taxi ride program. 
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7C. Aparna Srianvasan, Redondo Beach, reported that her company Ultimate Dog held their 
first Ultimate Dog festival in Torrance last Saturday, which was very successful, and thanked 
Jason Minter, Park Rangers, Special Events Team, Park Maintenance and Animal Control staff 
for their assistance.  
 
7D. Dr. Rogers Govender encouraged everyone to attend the symposium on underage 
drinking on June 29 at the Toyota Auto Museum and thanked Mayor Furey for supporting efforts 
to educate the public on this very important issue. 
 
7E. Milena Rimassa, marketing manager for Convaid Products, Torrance, announced that 
the company, along with the Pediatric Therapy Network and United Cerebral Palsy, will be 
hosting the First Annual Kidfest on Saturday, June 27, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on the PTN 
campus located at 1815 W. 213th Street. 
 
7F.  James Ross, Ygrene Energy Fund, reported that the company would like to offer its 
services in Torrance, which involves providing financing for water conservation improvements 
and renewable energy generation systems for residential and commercial properties, and 
requested an opportunity to present information to the City Council. 
 
7G. Tim Beck, CEO of Heal the Harbor, invited everyone to watch the company’s 
presentation on Torrance Community Television, Channel 28, entitled “Oil Spill Free Salvage”  
beginning on June 17 at 5:00 p.m. and continuing for seven days at that time. 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. APRIL 2015 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Treasurer that City Council accept and file the monthly 
investment report for April 2015. 

 
8B. PURCHASE OF ELECTRONIC DATABASES FOR LIBRARY SYSTEM 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council approve the sole 
source purchase of three electronic databases (EBSCO Host, NoveList, and Auto Repair 
Reference Center) from EBSCO, lnc. of Birmingham, AL for $46,808 for the Torrance 
Library System for fiscal year 2015-2016. 

 
8C. 2013-14 NON-PROFIT SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCY GRANT RECIPIENT REPORTS 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission and Community Services 
Director that City Council accept and file reports from fiscal year 2013-2014 Non-Profit 
Social Services Agency grant recipients. 

 
8D. 2015 EDWARD BYRNE MEMORIAL JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT APPLICATION 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Chief of Police that City Council approve the 2015 Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant application. 
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8E. PURCHASE OF PERVO FORMULA TRAFFIC PAINT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council authorize a purchase 
order with Ennis-Flint of Thomasville, NC, for an amount not to exceed $55,000, for the 
sole source purchase of Pervo formula traffic paint on an as needed basis from July 1, 
2015 through June 30, 2016. 

 
8F. AGREEMENT RE TELEPHONE SYSTEM MAINTENANCE, SUPPORT AND 

LICENSING 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Communications & Information Technology Director that City 
Council approve a service agreement with Digital Telecommunications Company of Van 
Nuys, CA to provide NEC Software Assurance coverage in the amount of $28,214 from 
July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016. 

 
8G. MEADOW PARK PARKING LOT MAINTENANCE FEE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council: 
1)  Establish the Meadow Park Parking Lot maintenance fee at $66.34 per space for 

fiscal years 2014-2015 and 2015-2016; and 
2) Authorize billing for the entire fiscal year 2014-2015 and one third of fiscal year 2015-

2016 to cover the cost of maintenance of the parking lots. 
 
8H. PURCHASE OF EXCESS WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Finance Director that City Council approve the purchase of 
excess workers' compensation insurance from CSAC Excess Insurance Authority of 
Folsom, CA through Alliant Insurance Services of Newport Beach, CA at a premium of 
$173,545, for the July 1, 2015 to July 1, 2016 policy period. 
 

8I. PURCHASE OF PROPERTY INSURANCE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Finance Director that City Council approve the purchase of 
property insurance, through Alliant Insurance Services of Newport Beach, CA at a 
premium of $188,228.37, for the period of July 1, 2015 to July 1, 2016. 

 
8J. PURCHASE OF EXCESS LIABILITY INSURANCE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Finance Director that City Council approve the purchase of two-
layers of excess liability insurance through Alliant Insurance Services of Newport Beach, 
CA at a total premium of $219,378.64 for the period of July 1, 2015 to July 1, 2016. 

  
 MOTION: Councilmember Griffiths moved for the approval of Consent Calendar Items 
8A through 8J.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous vote. 
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12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. RESOLUTION RE TORRANCE POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION PREMIUM 

PAY  
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council adopt a Resolution pursuant to a 
Memorandum of Understanding amending Resolution No. 2013-75 setting forth changes 
regarding hours, wages, and working conditions for employees represented by the 
Torrance Police Officers Association (TPOA) updating overtime compensation 
provisions in the amount of $17,300. 
 

 Assistant to the City Manager Chaparyan reported that this action will increase the 
premium for Gang Investigators and the Mental Health Evaluation Team to 5%, which is in line 
with premiums for other specialized assignments. 
 
 In response to Councilmember Ashcraft’s inquiry, Assistant to the City Manager 
Chaparyan reported that this increase will be funded using the Wage Reserve and 
approximately $11,000 will remain in this account. 
 
 Councilmember Griffiths voiced support for the increase in premiums, relating his belief 
that Gang Investigators and the Mental Health Evaluation Team are invaluable to the Police 
Department and it’s important to have strong people in these positions. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Rizzo moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous vote. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-48 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2013-75 SETTING FORTH CHANGES REGARDING 
HOURS, WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED 
BY THE TORRANCE POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION (TPOA) 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Goodrich moved to adopt Resolution No. 2015-48.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Ashcraft and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
12B. RESOLUTION RE POLICE OPERATIONS SUPERVISOR 

 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Human Resources Administrator that City Council adopt a 
Resolution pursuant to the Memorandum of Understanding amending Resolution No. 
2014-26 for employees represented by Torrance Professional and Supervisory 
Association (TPSA) to implement the pay range for Police Operations Supervisor in the 
amount of $26,000. 
 

 Human Resources Manager Lawrence reported that this action will adjust the pay range 
for Police Operations Supervisor to be consistent with the current labor market in order to attract 
qualified candidates for this position. 
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MOTION:  Councilmember Rizzo moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous vote. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-49 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2014-26 SETTING FORTH CHANGES REGARDING 
HOURS, WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR EMPLOYEES REPRESENTED 
BY THE TORRANCE PROFESSIONAL AND SUPERVISORY ASSOCIATION (TPSA) 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Goodrich moved to adopt Resolution No. 2015-49.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Ashcraft and passed by unanimous vote. 
 

12C. CONVERSION OF UNUSED GROUNDWATER PUMPING RIGHTS TO STORAGE  
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council: 
1)  Authorize expenditure of $884,400 from the current Water Enterprise operating 

budget for the conversion of 3,300 acre feet of water to storage; and 
2) Authorize payment to the Water Replenishment District of Southern California in the 

amount of $884,400 for the payment of groundwater replenishment for the 
conversion to storage. 

 
 Public Works Director Beste reported that after 10 years of protracted negotiations and 
litigation, the City is now able to convert unused pumping rights to storage; that the City will 
have 3,300 acre feet of unpumped water for FY2014-15 and can pay the Water 
Replenishment District $884,400 to convert this to storage for pumping at a later date; and 
that the value of this water is $1.6 million based on the current price of imported water. 
 
 Tim Beck, Torrance, suggested the possibility of bringing water from the Olympic 
Peninsula in Washington to Torrance via plastic bags using ocean currents. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Rizzo moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
 
17A. Councilmember Rizzo reported that he attended the Cultural Arts Center Open House 
held last Saturday and commended staff for a well-run event. 
 
17B. Councilmember Barnett extended condolences to the Rossberg family.  He offered 
congratulations on the 30th anniversary of the Tuesday Torrance Certified Farmers Market. 
 
17C. City Manager Jackson shared fond remembrances of Dick Rossberg, noting that he was 
a great advocate for the City of Torrance and was instrumental in the redevelopment of 
downtown Torrance.  
 
17D. Mayor Furey echoed comments on Dick Rossberg, noting that he was a very special 
man who never had a bad word to say about anybody. 
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17E. Charles Deemer, Torrance, suggested that the Torrance Youth Council be involved in 
the symposium on underage drinking. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION – None. 

 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
  
 At 8:01 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, June 23, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. for an 
executive session, with regular business to commence at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber. 
 

Adjourned in Memory of Dick Rossberg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 /s/ Patrick J. Furey 
Attest: Mayor Patrick J. Furey 
  
/s/ R. Poirier  
City Clerk Rebecca Poirier, MMC Approved on July 14, 2015 

 


