
May 6, 2003 
 

MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 6:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday, May 6, 2003, in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Lieu, McIntyre, Mauno, Nowatka, Scotto,  

Witkowsky, and Mayor Walker. 
 
Absent: None. 
 
Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 

   City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Lieu. 
 
City Clerk Herbers gave the non-sectarian invocation for the meeting. 

 
3. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING/WAIVE FURTHER READING 

MOTION:  Councilmember Mauno moved to accept and file the report of the City 
Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Nowatka, and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Mauno moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud 

the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further 
reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the 
right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
4. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS 
 None. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fire Chief Bongard reminded everyone that the monthly test of the ExxonMobil 
siren and the Community Alert system would be Wednesday, May 7, at approximately 
11:30 a.m. 

 
Fire Chief Bongard announced that Fire Service Day would be on Saturday, 

May 10, with Open House at all fire stations from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and live 
demonstrations in the south parking lot of S.C.R.O.C. at 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. and 
3:00 p.m. 
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Councilmember Nowatka announced that the 44th Annual Armed Forces Day 
Parade and Observance would be May 16 – 18 with displays and events at Del Amo 
Fashion Center and the Parade on Saturday, May 17, at 1:30 p.m.  He noted that the 
Marines would be the featured branch of the service. 

 
Police Chief Herren announced that the Peace Officers Memorial Week would be 

May 11 – 18 with the Torrance Police Memorial Service on Wednesday, May 14, at 
10:00 a.m. at the Torrance Police Station. 

 
Mayor Walker asked that the meeting be adjourned in memory of Bobbie Sims, 

Records Clerk with the Torrance Police Department, who passed away in her sleep on 
Saturday, May 3, 2003. 

 
Mayor Walker announced that a City Council Budget Workshop would be held 

on Tuesday, May 13, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
6. COMMUNITY MATTERS 
 
6a. RESOLUTION NO. 2003-35 RE STEPHEN WAGGONER 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-35 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE HONORING AND COMMENDING FIREFIGHTER/ 
PARAMEDIC STEPHEN WAGGONER AS THE RECIPIENT OF A 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2003-35.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scotto and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
 To be presented at a later date. 
 
6b. RESOLUTION NO. 2003-36 RE DOUG OKADA 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-36 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE HONORING AND COMMENDING FIREFIGHTER/ 
PARAMEDIC DOUG OKADA AS THE RECIPIENT OF A MEDAL OF 
VALOR AWARD 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 

2003-36.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
To be presented at a later date. 

 
6c. RESOLUTION NO. 2003-37 RE PAUL MASOTTO 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-37 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE HONORING AND COMMENDING FIREFIGHTER/ 
PARAMEDIC PAUL MASOTTO AS THE RECIPIENT OF A MEDAL 
OF VALOR AWARD 
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MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 

2003-37.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
 To be presented at a later date. 
 
6d. RESOLUTION NO. 2003-38 RE MARK ATHAN 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-38 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE HONORING AND COMMENDING POLICE SERGEANT 
MARK ATHAN AS THE RECIPIENT OF A MEDAL OF VALOR 
AWARD 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 

2003-38.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Lieu and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote. 

 
To be presented at a later date. 

 
6e. RESOLUTION NO. 2003-39 RE DENNIS ADDINGTON 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-39 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE HONORING POLICE LIEUTENANT DENNIS ALAN 
ADDINGTON UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE CITY AFTER 
TWENTY-EIGHT YEARS OF SERVICE 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 

2003-39.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
To be presented at a later date. 
 

6f. PROCLAMATION RE “LETTER CARRIER FOOD DRIVE DAY” 
Considered out of order, see Oral Communications. 

 
6g. PROCLAMATION RE “BLUE RIBBON WEEK” 
 Mayor Walker presented a proclamation declaring the week of May11–17, 2003, 
as “Blue Ribbon Week” in the City of Torrance, and further proclaiming May 15, 2003, 
as “California Peace Officers Memorial Day” in Torrance, to Police Community Affairs 
Services Officer Kristine Kiesling.  Officer Kiesling encouraged everyone to wear a blue 
ribbon during the week of May11–17, to honor those individuals who have lost their lives 
in the line of duty and to express support for those who endeavor to make Torrance a 
safer place in which to live and work.  She invited everyone to attend the Torrance Police 
Memorial Service on Wednesday, May 14, at 10:00 a.m. in front of the police station and 
announced a fund-raiser for the Special Olympics on Thursday, May 8, from 5:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. at the Claim Jumper. 
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6h. RECOGNITION OF LINCOLN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DESTINATION 
IMAGINATION TEAM 

 Mayor Walker recognized the Lincoln Elementary School Destination Imagination 
Team for winning 2nd Place at the State Championship Tournament, Category – Theater 
Smarts.  Certificates were presented to 5th grade team members Amanda Barber; John 
Gwoun; Naomi Schurr; Elyse Sunshine, and 4th grade team members Hannah Brown and 
Rachel Sunshine, as well as teachers Margie Smith and Blanca Kalinowski and parent 
leader Juliet Schurr. 
 
6i. ACCEPTANCE OF DONATION FROM EXXONMOBIL CORPORATION 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council: 
1) Accept a donation of $100,000 from ExxonMobil Corporation; and 
2) Appropriate the $100,000 donation and the $3,662 balance left from the 2002 

Green Team program for a total of $103,662 to be used for the 2003 Green 
Team Summer Youth Employment Program (FEAP #392). 

 
MOTION:  Councilmember Scotto moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Nowatka and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
Ms. Amy McLeod, representing ExxonMobil, presented the donation to Mayor 

Walker and briefly described the Green Team Summer Youth Employment Program, 
which will provide summer employment for approximately 40 youths. 
 
7. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
7a. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – March 4, March 11, March 13 & March 18, 2003 
 
7b. INVESTMENT REPORT FOR MARCH 2003 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Treasurer that City Council accept and file the 
monthly investment report for the month of March 2003. (Companion Item to 
Redevelopment Agency Agenda Item 4b)   

 
7c. APPROVAL OF PARCEL MAP NO. 26233 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Engineering Director that City Council: 

1) Approve Parcel Map No. 26233, creating 3 condominium units on one lot, 
located at 803 Amapola Avenue, which substantially conforms to and 
meets all conditions of approval of the Tentative Map; and 

2) Accept a corner radius street easement. 
 
7d. DESIGNATION OF VOTING DELEGATE FOR INDEPENDENT CITIES 

ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve the appointment 
of Councilman Michael Mauno as voting delegate to represent the City of Torrance 
at the Independent Cities Association Board of Directors’ monthly meetings. 
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7e. APPROPRIATION OF FUNDS FOR FIRE DEPARTMENT WORKERS’ 
COMPENSATION CLAIMS FROM SELF-INSURANCE RESERVE FUND 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Human Resources Director and the Finance Director 
that City Council approve an appropriation of $400,000 from the Self-Insurance 
Fund to pay claims expenses related to recent Fire Department cancer claims. 

 
7f. AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT WITH MWH AMERICAS, INC. 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Engineering Director that City Council: 

1) Approve a Third Amendment to an existing agreement with MWH 
Americas, Inc., for a seven month contract term extension for technical 
support and construction observation services relative to the addition of 
the City's Metropolitan Water District connections  (T-5, T-6 & T-7) to the 
City's Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition System (CIP No. I-22) and 
to increase the contract $2,500 for added contract administration; and 

2) Authorize the Mayor to execute and the City Clerk to attest to said amendment. 
 
7g. PURCHASE ORDER RE FIREFIGHTER TURNOUT GEAR 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Fire Chief that City Council authorize a purchase order 
be issued to L. N. Curtis & Sons, Oakland, CA, in the amount not-to-exceed 
$44,523.23, for the sole-source purchase of Globe GX-7 Millenia turnout jackets 
and trousers. 

 
7h. ACCEPTANCE/APPROPRIATION OF FY01 DOMESTIC PREPAREDNESS 

EQUIPMENT PROGRAM GRANT 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Fire Chief and the Police Chief that City Council 
authorize the acceptance and the appropriation of the FY 01 Office of Justice 
Programs (OJP) State Domestic Preparedness Equipment grant in the amount of 
$46,677.97. These funds will be used to purchase specialized equipment for Fire 
and Police Departments, which will enhance the City of Torrance capabilities to 
respond to terrorism incidents. 

 
7i. AWARD OF CONTRACT RE DEMOLITION AT TORRANCE AIRPORT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager and General Services Director that 
City Council: 

1) Award a contract to J & G Industries, Inc. for $289,500 with a 5% 
contingency of $14,475 for demolition of existing structures at the 
Torrance Municipal Airport FEAP #393 (B2003-10); 

2) Approve a purchase order of $13,300 with Ellis Environmental for 
hazardous material abatement monitoring and clearance testing during 
demolition; 

3) Authorize a 10% project management fee of $28,950; and 
4) Appropriate $346,225 from the Airport Aeronautical Enterprise Fund for 

the Torrance Airport Demolition Project FEAP #393. 
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the approval of Consent Calendar 
Items 7a through 7i.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scotto and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
11. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
11a. ESTABLISHMENT OF INVESTMENT RELATIONSHIPS WITH APPROVED DEALERS 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Treasurer that City Council adopt a Resolution 
giving the City Treasurer and/or Deputy City Treasurer authority to: 
1) Open one account with each of the approved dealers in the City’s name; 
2) Buy and sell only those investments instruments allowable pursuant to the 

City’s Statement of Investment Policy; and 
3) Set up the delivery versus payment procedure between the approved dealers 

and the City’s Custodian bank. 
City Treasurer Barnett summarized the written material of record, explaining that 

staff was seeking to expand the list of approved dealers because there are only two 
dealers on the list currently being used. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Scotto moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-43 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY TREASURER AND/OR DEPUTY CITY TREASURER 
TO ESTABLISH INVESTMENT RELATIONSHIPS WITH APPROVED DEALERS 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
2003-43.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scotto and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
11b. CONTINUATION OF STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY RE CAROLWOOD 

LANE/SINGINGWOOD DRIVE 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager and the City Attorney that City Council 
continue the state of local emergency, proclaimed March 2, 2001 for properties 
located on Carolwood Lane and Singingwood Drive. 
 
Building and Safety Director Isomoto updated the Council on the movement of the 

hillside following a recent rainstorm and the progress of repairs. 
 

 MOTION: Councilmember Scotto moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
11c. CERTIFICATION OF SECTION 8 MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Planning Director that City Council adopt a Resolution 
approving the Certification of the Section 8 Management Assessment Program 
(SEMAP) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2002 which was electronically 
submitted for the Section 8 Rental Assistance Program. 
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 Councilmember Witkowsky stated that she recently learned that in some areas, 
Section 8 vouchers were being returned because there were not enough rental properties 
available that would accept them, and questioned whether this was occurring in Torrance.  

 
 Planning Manager Bihn advised that the City has not returned vouchers but does 
have vouchers which are currently not in use; explained economic factors that influence 
landlords’ willingness to accept the vouchers; and noted outreach efforts to encourage 
greater participation. 

 
 In response to Councilmember Witkowsky’s inquiry, Planning Manager Bihn 
reported that the Section 8 waiting list is currently closed, but is expected to be reopened 
toward the end of the year. 

 
 MOTION: Councilmember Scotto moved to concur with the staff recommendation.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember McIntyre and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-44 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, APPROVING THE SECTION 8 MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT 
PROGRAM CERTIFICATION FOR THE CITY OF TORRANCE SECTION 8 
RENTAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 
JUNE 30, 2002 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 

2003-44.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
15. SECOND READING ORDINANCES 
 
15a. SECOND AND FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 3533 

ORDINANCE NO. 3533 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AMENDING SECTIONS 61.10.3 AND 61.10.4 OF DIVISION 6 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO POSTED SPEED LIMITS 
WITHIN THE CITY 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Nowatka moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 

3533.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Scotto and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote. 
 
 The Redevelopment Agency met from 6:37 p.m. to 6:41 p.m. 
 
16. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
16a. City Clerk Herbers invited staff and public to view the mix media art of Torrance 
Artist Guild member Leonie Rose in the City Clerks office for the month of May. 

16b. Councilmembers expressed condolences to Gene and Linda Barnett on the 
passing of Gene’s mother. 
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16c. Councilmember Lieu announced that May 2003 is Asian Pacific Heritage Month 
and asked for City Council concurrence to direct staff to bring forward a proclamation. 

16d. Councilmember Lieu also announced an author lecture with I. C. Smith, “The 
Lonely Q, Forgotten History of the Chinese-American in Los Angeles” at the Katy 
Geissert Civic Center Library on Saturday, May 10. 

16e. Councilmember Lieu congratulated four Torrance Unified School District schools 
recognized as California Distinguished Schools – Casimir, J. H. Hull and Madrona middle 
schools and South High School. 

16f. Councilmember Lieu also recognized Torrance Elementary School as the winner 
of the Title I Achieving Schools Award for their high test scores.   

16g. Councilmember Lieu acknowledged the recognition from the National PTA 
received by Hickory Elementary PTA for its Parent Involvement programs. 

16h. Councilmember Mauno noted his attendance at the Excellence in Arts Award 
presentation with displays from very talented and gifted artists. 

16i. Councilmember McIntyre announced that Art Callen has a created a 45-minute 
videotape on the history of Torrance, which will be presented on May 22 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Torrance Historical Society. 

16j. Councilmember McIntyre congratulated the Torrance Unified School District 
teachers who received the ExxonMobil Pegasus Award. 

16k. Councilmember McIntyre reported that Torrance Elementary students had gained 
64 points in two years in state testing. 

16l. Councilmember McIntyre stated that the Excellence in Arts Award presentation 
was extraordinary, noting that the performances included several Japanese dances. 

16m. Councilmember Nowatka reported that he attended the Torrance Craftsmen Guild 
Scholarships Award event where budding artists were awarded $1,000 scholarships. 

16n. Councilmember Nowatka also commented on attending the Arts in Excellence 
Award presentation, noting that Tom Tanza was awarded the Katy Geissert Award. 

16o. Councilmember Nowatka announced a meeting of the Arts Council of Torrance on 
May 17, commenting on how Torrance is defined by its support of the arts.  

16p. Councilmember Scotto reported that he also attended the Excellence in Arts 
Award presentation and noted that it was a standing room only event and a total of seven 
awards were given out. 

16q. Councilmember Scotto announced that he attended a meeting for the South Bay 
Energy Rewards Rebate Program, a program that promotes energy efficiencies, noting 
that Edison has provided $700,000 for rebates, with information available at  (310) 306-
4426. 

16r. Councilmember Witkowsky commented on the Hawthorne Boulevard 
beautification project, noting that the utility poles have been removed south of Del Amo 
Boulevard. 
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16s. Councilmember Witkowsky congratulated the Torrance Sister City Association 
and Hazel Taniguchi on the Bunka Sai fund-raiser that raised $4,961 for the student 
exchange program that enables Torrance students to travel to Kashiwa, Japan. 

16t. Councilmember Witkowsky announced that Disco Dazzle, the 8th Annual Gala 
hosted by the Torrance Cultural Arts Center Foundation, would be held on June 27.  
Information can be obtained by calling (310) 792-1070. 

 Item 6f was considered out of order at this time. 
 
6f. PROCLAMATION RE “LETTER CARRIER FOOD DRIVE DAY” 
 Mayor Walker presented a proclamation declaring Saturday, May 10, 2003, as 
“Letter Carrier Food Drive Day” in the City of Torrance to Marianne Ritz, Coordinator 
of National Association of Letter Carriers; Wayne Pfeiffer, President of NALC Branch 
#2207; Don Talbert, Postmaster of Torrance; and Bobbie Harris, Customer Relations 
Coordinator.  Residents were encouraged to participate by leaving unopened, non-
perishable food items near their mailboxes. 
 
17. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 None. 
 
18. ADJOURNMENT 
 At 7:00 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, May 13, 2003, at 
5:30 p.m. for a budget workshop, with the regular meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers. 
 

Adjourned in Memory of 
Bobbie Sims 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 /s/ Dan Walker 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers, CMC Approved on July 15, 2003 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 9 May 6, 2003 


