
March 3, 2009 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The Torrance City Council convened in an adjourned regular session at 
5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 3, 2009 in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Furey, Numark, Rhilinger, 

Sutherland, and Mayor Scotto. 
 

Absent: None. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows,  
City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 

 
Mayor Scotto announced that subsequent to the posting of the agenda, City staff 

received information that the City had an opportunity to negotiate agreements with other 
cities in swapping Economic Stimulus Package monies and because of the timelines 
involved, immediate action was necessary.  In order to take action on a matter that is not 
on the agenda, California Government Code requires a determination by a two-thirds 
vote of the Council that immediate action is necessary and that the need to take action 
arose subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 
 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Barnett moved to add the matter to the agenda under 
Administrative Matters, Item 12B, pursuant to California Government Code 
§ 54954.2(B)(2).  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

* 
 

Agenda Item 18 was considered out of order at this time. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The City Council immediately recessed to closed session to confer with the City 
Manager and City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Labor 
Negotiator, and 18B) Real Property – Conference with Real Property Negotiator, 
pursuant to California Government Code § 54957.6 and  54956.8. 
 
 The City Council reconvened at 7:09 p.m.  No formal action was taken on any 
matter considered in closed session. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 
 

The flag salute was led by John Schmitt. 
 
Councilmember Rhilinger gave the non-sectarian invocation. 
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3.  REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO 
WAIVE FURTHER READING 
 
City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice 

Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Thursday, February 26, 2009. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved that after the City Clerk has read 

aloud the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the 
further reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each 
Councilmember the right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in 
regular order.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 

 
4. WITHDRAWN, DEFERRED OR SUPPLEMENTAL ITEMS 
 
 City Manager Jackson announced that the Council had earlier added Item 12B to 
the agenda. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Fire Chief Racowschi announced that the ExxonMobil refinery will be conducting 
their monthly community alert siren testing on Wednesday, March 4, at approximately 
11:30 a.m. 

Mayor Scotto announced that the City Council will hold a joint meeting with the 
Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission on March 10, 2009 at 
5:30 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. 

Mayor Scotto announced that the City Council will hold a joint meeting with the 
Library Commission on March 24, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in the Katy Geissert Civic Center 
Library meeting room. 

City Clerk Herbers invited staff and public to view the works of Torrance Artist 
Guild member Douglas Wolfram on display in the City Clerk’s Office for the month of 
March. 

City Clerk Herbers announced that a Commissioner Certification Training class 
will be held on March 25, with reservations required for attendance.  She noted that 
current commissioners and those already on the interest list will be notified and 
reservation forms are available online at http://www.torrnet.com/commissionercert.htm or 
by calling the City Clerk’s office at 310.618.2870. 

 Councilmember Rhilinger noted that all residents were invited to take the 
Commissioner Certification Training class to be eligible to apply for appointment to the 
new Torrance Ethics and Integrity Committee.  
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
7A. Debbie Hays, Torrance Historical Society, invited everyone to attend a book 
signing and presentation by author Dale Sato on her new book Japanese Americans of 
the South Bay on Sunday, March 8, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at the Torrance Historical 
Museum, 1345 Post Avenue. 
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8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council 
minutes of January 13 and January 27, 2009. 

 
8B. PURCHASE ORDER RE COUNCIL CHAMBERS PRODUCTION CONTROL 

ROOM AND REMOTE CONTROL CAMERAS 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council: 
1)  Appropriate $281,510.15, including 5% ($13,405.25) contingency; and 
2)  Authorize a purchase order to TV Magic of Burbank, CA to furnish and install 

City Council Chambers production control room and remote control cameras 
for $281,510.15 (B2009-04). 

 
8C. JANUARY 2009 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Treasurer that City Council accept and file the 
monthly investment report for the month of January 2009. 

 
8D. APPROVAL OF CITY-SPONSORED ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR 
 
 Considered separately, see page 4. 
 
8E. SUBSIDY OF FEES FOR AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY RELAY FOR LIFE 
 

Considered separately, see page 4. 
 
8F. INCREASE TO AGREEMENT FOR ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Police Chief that City Council approve a $40,000 
increase to the agreement with the County of Los Angeles (2007-00000068), 
through the Director of Animal Care and Control, for after-hours animal care and 
housing. This increase would be for the second year of a two-year contract (July 
1, 2007 to June 30, 2009), increasing the second year from $30,000 to $70,000, 
and bringing the two-year contract amount to a new total not to exceed $120,000. 

 
8G. APPROPRIATION RE ARMED FORCES DAY PARADE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Council Armed Forces Day Committee that City 
Council approve the appropriation of $40,000 from the General Fund Reserve 
from program contingencies to purchase new banners that will advertise the 
Armed Forces Day Parade, rent tents to provide shade during the VIP Luncheon 
in the Torino Plaza, and for a laser light show during the Friday matinee and 
evening concerts in the James Armstrong Theatre. 
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Furey moved for the approval of Consent Calendar 
Items 8A, 8B, 8C, 8F and 8G.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Numark 
and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 Consent Calendar Items 8D and 8E were considered separately at this time. 
 
8D. APPROVAL OF CITY-SPONSORED ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR 

 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council 
concur with the Torrance Environmental Quality Commission (TEQECC) request 
to hold a City-sponsored Environmental Fair at Madrona Marsh on Saturday, 
June 13, 2009. 
 

 Deputy Community Development Director Cessna reported that the Torrance 
Environmental Quality Commission will be partnering with the Environmental Protection 
Network to hold this event at the Madrona Marsh. 
 
 Mayor Scotto encouraged the public to attend the Environmental Fair, which will 
include many booths with items of interest to local residents. 
 
 MOTION: Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed 
by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
8E. SUBSIDY OF FEES FOR AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY RELAY FOR LIFE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council subsidize 
fees in the amount of $1,190.50 for the American Cancer Society's Relay for Life 
event to be held at Charles H. Wilson Park on April 24 through April 26, 2009. 
 

 Business Manager Minter reported that the organizers of the Torrance Relay for 
Life have requested that this year’s event be held at Wilson Park because South High 
School is unavailable due to the renovation of their athlete fields. 
 
 Dr. John Schmitt, co-chair of the Torrance Relay for Life, noted that this event 
has raised over $1 million for the American Cancer Society over the past six years; 
expressed appreciation for the City’s assistance in finding an alternate venue; and 
invited everyone to participate by forming a team to run in the relay. 
 
 MOTION: Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
11. PUBLIC SAFETY 
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11A. APPROVAL OF MEMBERSHIP IN LOS ANGELES REGIONAL 
INTEROPERABLE COMMUNICATIONS JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Safety Committee to adopt a Resolution to 
authorize the City's membership in the Los Angeles Regional Interoperable 
Communications (LA-RICS) joint powers agreement. 
 

 Councilmember Barnett, chair of the Public Safety Committee, reported that the 
Committee met on February 18, 2009 to hear a presentation on interoperability by staff 
and subsequently voted unanimously to recommend that the City become a member of 
the Los Angeles Regional Interoperable Communications System (LA-RICS) joint 
powers agreement. 
 

Communications Manager Gallo reported that the goal of LA-RICS is to establish 
greater inoperability with public agencies throughout L.A. County. 
 
 Police Chief Neu and Fire Chief Racowschi discussed the benefits of being able 
to communicate with first responders throughout the region in the event of a disaster. 
 
 Councilmember Numark noted that the cost of participation in LA-RICS has not 
been determined and expressed concerns that Torrance could be unfairly burdened 
unless funding allocations are done on a per capita basis given that half of the members 
are either City or County of Los Angeles. 
 

Councilmember Brewer reported that the City will have 45 days after the cost to 
participate has been determined to decide whether to continue membership and the 
Committee will reconvene during the opt-out period and forward a recommendation to 
the City Council. 
 
 Councilmember Rhilinger expressed concerns that Torrance had to give up two 
frequencies in order to be part of an earlier interoperable communications system, and 
Communications Manager Gallo advised that local agencies should not be impacted due 
to improved technology. 
 
 MOTION: Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the Public Safety 
Committee’s recommendation, with the Committee to reconvene during the opt-out 
period and forward a final recommendation to the City Council.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-19 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
APPROVING THE LOS ANGELES REGIONAL INTEROPERABLE  
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM (LA-RICS) JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
THUS AUTHORIZING THE CITY’S MEMBERSHIP IN LA-RICS AUTHORITY; 
AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AND CITY CLERK TO 
ATTEST TO THE JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to adopt Resolution No. 2009-19.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. MEDICAL FACILITIES SERVICE FEE 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager, Fire Chief and Finance Director that City 
Council adopt a Resolution to change the billing procedures for paramedic 
responses to certain medical facilities. 
 

 Assistant City Manager Giordano reported that the Resolution revises billing 
procedures for paramedic responses to medical offices not associated with surgical, 
urgent care or convalescent nursing facilities, and will allow up to three responses 
without charge.  She noted that South Bay Independent Physicians Association has 
agreed that this is a reasonable solution to their concern about this issue. 
 

MOTION: Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed 
by unanimous roll call vote. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2009-20 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
CHANGING THE PROCEDURES FOR BILLING PARAMEDIC RESPONSES TO 
MEDICAL FACILITIES 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to adopt Resolution No. 2009-20.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote. 
 
12B. SWAPPING OF ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE MONIES 
 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Finance Director that City Council authorize the City 
Manager to negotiate agreements with other cities in swapping Economic 
Stimulus Package monies in an amount not to exceed $1,600,000.   
 

 Finance Director Tsao advised that $215 million of the $787 billion federal 
economic stimulus package approved in February 2009 has been allocated for “shovel-
ready” projects in L.A. County; that Torrance is slated to receive $2.9 million ($2 million – 
Crenshaw Boulevard Rehabilitation Project/ $900,000 – Del Amo Extension Project); 
that 5 cities have been allocated $500,000 each, which they are unable to use; that L.A. 
County will allow cities to swap these funds at a going rate of between $0.60-0.70 per 
$1.00; and that staff was requesting authorization to allow the City Manager to negotiate 
with other cities for these funds. 
 
 In response to Councilmember Rhilinger’s inquiry, Assistant City Manager 
Giordano provided clarification regarding how funds were allocated. 
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Mayor Scotto voiced his opinion that this was a win/win solution, which will allow 
Torrance to obtain funds for projects at a discount while allowing cities without shovel-
ready projects to benefit from the stimulus package. 

 
MOTION: Councilmember Barnett moved to concur with the staff 

recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Rhilinger and passed 
by unanimous roll call vote. 

* 
The City Council met as the Redevelopment Agency from 7:48 p.m. to 7:50 p.m. 
 

17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
 
17A. Councilmember Furey reminded everyone that the Torrance Education 
Foundation will raffle a 2009 Toyota Prius Hybrid donated by Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A 
on Saturday, April 18, at the Celebrate Education dinner at the Torrance Marriott, with 
additional information available at www.torranceeducationfoundation.org.  He noted that 
$10.00 of each $20.00 ticket can be designated for a specific school or school activity by 
the purchaser. 
 
17B. Councilmember Numark noted that today was “square root day” (3-3-09), which 
occurs only nine times each century. 
 
17C. Councilmember Numark reported that he recently attended a meeting of the 
South Bay Council of Governments at which the proposed $3.6 trillion federal budget 
was discussed and recommended that a staff member scrutinize the budget to ensure 
that Torrance gets its fair share of federal tax dollars. 
 
17D. Councilmember Rhilinger commended ExxonMobil for inviting 300 girls from 
Torrance middle schools to tour the ExxonMobil campus on March 4 & 5 in an effort to 
encourage them to pursue careers in engineering. 
 
17E. Councilmember Sutherland reported that he read books to students at Anza 
Elementary School to commemorate Dr. Suess’ birthday on March 2 and was surprised 
to learn that he received 27 rejection notices before he was successful in getting a book 
published.    
 
17F. Councilmember Sutherland announced that the City Employee Service Awards 
Dinner would be held on Friday, March 6, and expressed appreciation to all City 
employees. 
 
17G.  Councilmember Brewer reported that he participated in “Read Across America 
Day” activities by reading to 1st graders at Anza Elementary School and 6th graders at 
Magruder Middle School. 
 
17H. Councilmember Brewer announced the 37th Annual Spaghetti Dinner sponsored 
by the Torrance Fire Fighters Association on Saturday, March 14, from 4:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
in the Ken Miller Recreation Center to benefit the Alisa Ann Ruch Burn Foundation. 
 
17I. Councilmember Brewer stated that he enjoyed City Manager Jackson’s 
presentation on the history of Torrance at the North Torrance Homeowners Association 
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meeting last Thursday and he was struck by the City’s ability to weather difficult times 
and emerge bigger and better. 
 
17J. City Manager Jackson thanked Sr. Management Associate Jay Scharfman for his 
assistance with the presentation on Torrance’s history.   
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
 At 8:00 p.m. the City Council recessed to closed session to continue 
consideration of matters listed under Agenda Item 18, Executive Session. 
 
 The City Council reconvened in open session at 8:31 p.m.  No formal action was 
taken on any matter considered in closed session. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 At 8:31 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, March 10, 2009 at 
5:30 p.m. for a joint meeting with the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation 
Commission in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room, with the regular meeting 
commencing at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers.   
 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers,  Approved on April 21, 2009 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 8 March 3, 2009 
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