
February 26, 2008 
MINUTES OF AN ADJOURNED REGULAR  
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Torrance City Council convened in a joint session with the Cultural Arts 
Commission at 6:35 p.m. on Tuesday, February 26, 2008 in the West Annex Commission 
Meeting Room at Torrance City Hall. 

ROLL CALL 
Present: Councilmembers Barnett, Brewer, Sutherland, Witkowsky, and 

Mayor Scotto. 
 

Absent: Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka. 
 

Also Present: City Manager Jackson, City Attorney Fellows, 
   City Clerk Herbers, and other staff representatives. 
 

Topics of discussion focused on cultural opportunities available to residents, 
including the Torrance Theatre Company, the Torrance Art Museum, Stories in Art, and 
classes at the Cultural Arts Center.  The Cultural Arts Commission meeting was adjourned 
at 6:55 p.m. and the City Council recessed to Council Chambers for the regular meeting. 
 
 The City Council reconvened in Council Chambers at 7:11 p.m. 
 
2. FLAG SALUTE/INVOCATION 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilmember Sutherland. 
 

Councilmember Witkowsky gave the non-sectarian invocation. 
 
3. REPORT OF CITY CLERK ON POSTING OF THE AGENDA / MOTION TO 

WAIVE FURTHER READING 
City Clerk Herbers reported that the agenda was posted on the Public Notice 

Board at 3031 Torrance Boulevard on Friday, February 22, 2008. 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved that after the City Clerk has read aloud 
the number and title to any resolution or ordinance on the meeting agenda, the further 
reading thereof shall be waived, reserving and guaranteeing to each Councilmember the 
right to demand the reading of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll call 
vote (absent Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka). 
 
4. WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS 

City Manager Jackson announced that Agenda Item 8F was being withdrawn. 
 
5. COUNCIL COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Councilmember Witkowsky asked that the meeting be adjourned in memory of 
Russ Nolte, a tireless advocate for senior citizens, who passed away earlier this month. 

 
Councilmember Barnett asked that the meeting be adjourned in memory of former 

Transportation Administrator Ray Schmidt, who passed away February 23. 
 
Mayor Scotto asked that the meeting be adjourned in memory of Jim Monda, an 

active member of the Torrance community, who passed away February 9. 
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Councilmember Sutherland announced that the Finance and Governmental 

Operations Committee would meet on Tuesday, March 4, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers to discuss the 2nd Quarter 2007-2008 Budget Review. 

 
Councilmember Brewer announced that the City Council Ad Hoc Ethics Committee 

would be meeting on Tuesdays, March 4, March 18, and March 25 at 3:00 p.m. in the City 
Hall 3rd Floor Assembly Room. 

 
Councilmember Barnett announced that the March 18 City Council meeting would 

be held at West High School at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Fire Chief Bongard announced a community meeting on Thursday, February 28, at 

6:30 p.m. at the Katy Geissert Library to discuss the soil vapor issue at the 2100 block of 
Del Amo Boulevard. 
 
7. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
7A. Roger Bacon, resident, expressed concerns about hazardous water quality at 
Torrance Beach due to a faulty L.A. County flood control channel. 
 
7B. Aron Levinson, RecycleBank, provided information about a recycling rewards 
program that encourages residents to recycle. 
 
7C. Dennis Ettlin, resident, spoke on the issue of parental kidnapping and fathers’ rights. 
 
7D. Tim Goodrich, resident, spoke about campaign finance reform, asking that the 
Council consider lowering the amount an individual can contribute to a City Council 
candidate in order to level the playing field and reduce the influence of special interests. 
 
7E. Pat Furey, Northwest Torrance Homeowners Association, invited everyone to 
attend the HOA meeting at North High School on Thursday, February 28, at 7:00 p.m., 
topics of discussion to include the Neighborhood Watch program and extending the 
borders of the association to include a portion of the City east of Crenshaw. 
 
7F. Terri Tomlinson, resident, expressed concerns regarding a new home being built 
at 2463 Sonoma and the impact on neighbors’ privacy. 
 
8. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

8A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Clerk that City Council approve the City Council 
minutes of December 4, December 11, and December 18, 2007. 

 
8B. PURCHASE OF USED DATA NETWORK EQUIPMENT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Information Technology Director that City Council 
authorize a purchase order with Network Hardware Resale from Santa Barbara, 
CA for used data network devices to replace obsolete devices in an amount not to 
exceed $30,000. 
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8C. LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR GROUNDWATER MONITORING WELLS 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council 
approve a license agreement with Honeywell International, Inc. for two (2) 
groundwater monitoring wells. 

 
8D. PURCHASE ORDER FOR 2008 FORD CROWN VICTORIA POLICE INTERCEPTORS 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director that City Council authorize 
the issuance of a purchase order to South Bay Ford of Hawthorne, CA in the 
amount of $378,931.68, including sales tax, to furnish sixteen (16) 2008 Ford 
Crown Victoria Police Interceptors (CVPI) as a cooperative purchase with the City 
of Long Beach (PA-00208). 

 
8E. ALLOCATION OF ASSET FORFEITURE FUNDS FOR RELOCATION OF 

FIREARMS TRANING SIMULATOR TRAILER 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Police Chief that City Council appropriate and allocate 
$23,000 of asset forfeiture funds to relocate the Firearms Training Simulator trailer. 

 
8F. PLACEMENT OF BLUE STAR MEMORIAL HIGHWAY MARKER 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Fire Chief that City Council: 
1) Approve the placement of a Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker – a tribute to 

the nation’s armed forces – at Fire Station 4 next to the wall along Pacific 
Coast Highway (PCH); and 

2) Approve the license agreement with Riviera Garden Club and its contractor, 
Bulldog Plumbing, Heating, and General Contracting, allowing them to enter 
the Fire Station 4 property located at 5205 Calle Mayor for the purpose of 
installation and maintenance.  

 
Item was withdrawn. 

 
8G. CONTRACT WITH BUREAU VERITAS NORTH AMERICA, INC. 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council award a contract 
services agreement in the amount of $90,000 to Bureau Veritas North America, 
Inc. of Santa Ana, CA, to perform construction inspection services for Hawthorne 
Boulevard Landscaping, A-20 (Del Amo Boulevard to Redondo Beach Boulevard). 

 
8H. AGREEMENT AMENDMENT FOR TRANSFER STATION SERVICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council approve an 
amendment to agreement (C2005-216) for transfer station services as the 
vendor, BFI Waste Systems of North America has legally changed its name to 
Allied Waste Services of North America.  This amendment will reflect the name 
change only and the rest of the contract will remain in full effect. 
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8I. REJECTION OF ALL BIDS FOR ZAMPERINI FIELD SECURITY PROJECT 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Public Works Director that City Council reject all bids 
received on January 24, 2008 for the construction of the Zamperini Field Security 
Project (FEAP # 616), Bid No. B2008-01. 

 
8J. FEE AMENDMENT FOR INDEPENDENT COUNSEL 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Attorney that City Council approve the Second 
Amendment to the fee agreement with the law firm of Jenkins & Hogin (C2007-
155) to provide independent counsel to the Civil Service commission for an 
additional $50,000 for a total contract amount not to exceed $98,000. 

 
8K. FEE AMENDMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Attorney that City Council approve the Second 
Amendment to the fee agreement with the law firm of Nossaman, Guthner, Knox & 
Elliott, LLP (C2005-214), to represent the City with respect to proceedings at the 
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) to realign the boundaries of 
Torrance and the City of Rolling Hills Estates for an additional $15,000 for a total 
contract amount not to exceed $39,000. 

 
8L. APPROVAL OF GRANT AWARD FOR TORRANCE SISTER CITY ASSOCIATION 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council award the 
Torrance sister City Association a grant in the amount of $1,500. 

 
8M. YOUTH COUNCIL 2006-2007 ANNUAL REPORT 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Services Director that City Council approve 
the Youth Council 2006-2007 Annual Report. 

 
8N. PURCHASE ORDERS FOR REFURBISHMENT OF REFUSE COLLECTION 

TRUCKS AND ROLL-OFF TRUCKS 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the General Services Director and Public Works Director 
that City Council: 
1) Authorize a sole-source purchase order with Rush Truck Center of Pico Rivera, 

CA in an amount not to exceed $516,590.59, including sales tax and a five 
percent (5%) contingency, for cab replacement on six (6) existing Peterbilt™ 
Refuse Trucks, chassis conversion to accommodate new automated side loader 
refuse truck bodies, and refurbishment of two (2) roll off refuse bin carrier trucks; 

2) Authorize a sole-source purchase order with Bodyworks Equipment, Inc. of 
Monrovia, CA in an amount not to exceed $756,674.54, including sales tax and 
a five percent (5%) contingency to remove six (6) existing refuse collection 
truck bodies and install six (6) new Heil™ 33 YD3 DuraPack 7000 automated 
side loader truck bodies; and 

3) Appropriate $1,273,265.13 from the Fleet Services Vehicle and Equipment 
Replacement Fund.  
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8O. FEE AMENDMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES – LIEBERT CASSIDY WHITMORE 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Attorney that City Council approve the Third 
Amendment to fee agreement with the law firm of Liebert Cassidy Whitmore (C2005-
145) to provide legal services relating to a personnel termination appeal proceeding 
for an additional $60,000 for a total contract amount not to exceed $149,000. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved for the approval of Consent Calendar 
Items 8A through 8E and 8G through 8O.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember  
Witkowsky and passed by unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmembers Drevno and 
Nowatka). 
 
10. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
10A.  CONTRACT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT – 2740 LOMITA BLVD. 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council 
adopt a Resolution authorizing a contract with Gruen Associates to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Report for the Rockefeller Business Park Project on a 
vacant 23.58 acre parcel on the south side of Lomita Boulevard at 2740 Lomita 
Boulevard at a cost of $168,480 to be paid by the applicant.    
EAS07-00003, CUP07-00016, TTM067341: Rock-Lomita LLC 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed 
by unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-21 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR AND THE 
CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE THAT CERTAIN AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE CITY AND GRUEN ASSOCIATES FOR PREPARATION OF AN 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE ROCKEFELLER 
BUSINESS PARK PROJECT LOCATED AT 2740 LOMITA  BOULEVARD 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 2008-
21.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote (absent Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka). 
 
12. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 
 
12A. SECOND AMENDMENT TO TORRANCE FLITE PARK LEASE 

Recommendation 
Recommendation of the City Manager that City Council approve a Second 
Amendment to amended and restated lease by and between the City of Torrance 
and Torrance Flite Park, LLC (C2001-118) for City-owned property located at 
Torrance Municipal Airport – Zamperini Field.  

 Assistant to the City Manager Sunshine reported that Torrance Flite Park conducted a 
survey of the East Parcel and discovered that a portion of the City entryway and gate 
system encroaches on their parcel and the amended lease addresses this issue by providing 
for an easement.  He noted that the amended lease also increases the allowable size for the 
restaurant from 3,000 square feet to 8,500 square feet and revises the lease termination 
clause taking into account a change in the timeline for completion of the development. 

  City Council 
 5 February 26, 2008 



 Councilmember Witkowsky expressed concerns about the impact a destination 
restaurant would have on traffic in this very congested area and questioned whether there 
were any plans for improvements to enhance traffic circulation. 

 
 Assistant to the City Manager Sunshine noted that the restaurant would have 
different peak hours – evenings and weekends – than the businesses surrounding it, so 
traffic should not be an issue.   

 
 Community Development Director Gibson explained that traffic on Airport Drive is 
relatively light except when there is a shift change at Robinson Helicopter and that staff 
does not anticipate that traffic generated by the restaurant would require significant 
circulation enhancements. 

 
 City Manager Jackson noted that the restaurant would still be subject to the 
Planning review process. 

 
 Councilmember Sutherland expressed concerns that a destination restaurant like 
the one at Santa Monica Airport would lead to more flights in and out of the airport, thereby 
increasing noise for nearby residents and asked that this be considered as part of the 
Planning review process. 

 
 Mayor Scotto asked about the consequences should the Council not approve the 
amendments or whether they could be used as leverage to address issues concerning 
another parcel in this development. 

 
 City Manager Jackson suggested that this matter should be discussed in executive 
session since it involves lease negotiations. 

 
 City Attorney Fellows recommended that this item be continued to a later date, and 
hearing no objection, Mayor Scotto so ordered. 
 
12B. RESOLUTIONS FOR APPROVAL OF CUP07-00024, TTM069717: 

1104 SARTORI AVENUE - CAPELLINO AND ASSOCIATES 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director that City Council 
adopt Resolutions approving a Conditional Use Permit and Tentative Tract Map to 
allow the development of an office condominium on property located in the C-1 
Zone at 1104 Sartori Avenue.    
Community Development Director Gibson advised that the Resolutions reflect the 

Council’s action at the December 11, 2007 Council meeting. 
 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Sutherland moved to concur with the staff 
recommendation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Brewer and passed by 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-22 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE APPROVING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT AS 
PROVIDED FOR IN DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 5, ARTICLE 3 OF THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION 
AND OPERATION OF AN OFFICE CONDOMINIUM COMPLEX ON 
PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE C-1 ZONE AT 1104 SARTORI AVENUE  
(CUP07-00024: CAPELLINO AND ASSOCIATES) 
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 2008-
22.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote (absent Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka). 

RESOLUTION NO. 2008-23 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE APPROVING A TENTATIVE TRACT MAP AS PROVIDED 
FOR IN DIVISION 9, CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 29 OF THE TORRANCE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW THE MERGER OF FOUR UNDERLYING 
LOTS, THE SUBSEQUENT SUBDIVISION FOR CONDOMINIUM 
PURPOSES AND THE ABANDONMENT OF A PORTION OF SARTORI 
AVENUE ON PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE C-1 ZONE AT 1104 
SARTORI AVENUE  (TTM069717: CAPELLINO AND ASSOCIATES) 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 2008-
23.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Witkowsky and passed by unanimous 
roll call vote (absent Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka). 

 
 The City Council took a brief recess from 7:57 p.m. to 8:07 p.m. 
 
13. HEARINGS 
 
13A. CUP07-00018, CUP07-00019, DIV07-00012: 18923 PATRONELLA AVENUE/ 

3531 190TH STREET – MUSTAPHA RIAD 
Recommendation 
Recommendation of the Community Development Director and the Planning 
Commission that City Council deny the appeal and take the following action on 
properties located at 18923 Patronella Avenue and 3531 190th Street: 
1) Adopt Resolutions approving two Conditional Use Permits to allow the 

construction of two new detached condominium units on each parcel; and 
2) Adopt Resolutions approving a Division of Lot for condominium purposes. 

 Mayor Scotto announced that this was the time and place for a public hearing on 
this matter.  City Clerk Herbers confirmed that the hearing was properly advertised. 

 

 With the aid of slides, Planning Manager Lodan reviewed the proposed project and 
shared photographs of the immediate neighborhood.  He noted that the project complies 
with all R-2 standards and requires no Variances or Waivers.  He reported that the 
Planning Commission approved the project by a vote of 5-2. 

 

 Responding to questions from the Council, Planning Manager Lodan provided 
clarification regarding the guest parking and discussed the possibility of reorienting 
garages to minimize curb cuts. 

 

 Riad Itani, project architect, stated that the property owner originally intended to 
combine the two lots and build a six-unit condominium project in compliance with the site’s 
R-3 zoning, however, after conferring with staff, the project was downsized to two 
separate two-unit projects developed to R-2 standards.  He noted that the proposed two-
on-a-lot configuration was common throughout Torrance and submitted a photograph of a 
recently completed development to illustrate.   

 

 Councilmember Witkowsky questioned why both properties are currently listed for 
sale.  Mr. Itani explained that the owner is trying to demonstrate to his lender that the 
property is no longer worth what he paid for it in order to get a more favorable interest rate.  
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 Marjorie Ruth, 18911 Patronella Avenue, appellant, reported that she has lived at 
this address for over 50 years and she and her neighbors are strongly opposed to the 
building of condominiums on these two lots as evidenced by the petition she submitted 
signed by 525 residents.  She cited increased density, traffic and parking problems as the 
reason for the widespread opposition.  She noted that while a flyer being used to market 
the properties mentions the pride of ownership in this neighborhood, the owner has failed 
to maintain them. 

 

 Mike Koblash, 3718 187th Street, voiced objections to the project, contending that 
the proposed condominiums would exacerbate traffic and parking problems, burden 
overcrowded schools, and strain utilities.  He stated that this is a single-family residential 
area and should be maintained as such, noting that he moved from Hermosa Beach to 
escape overcrowding. 

 

 Raylene Christmas, 18815 Patronella Avenue, expressed her opposition to the 
proposed project, citing the impact on traffic and parking. 

 

 Edward Gohn, 18907 Cerise Avenue, urged denial of the project because 
condominiums would change the character of the neighborhood. 

 

 Mike Bullinger, 18908 Yukon Avenue, expressed concerns that the proposed 
condominiums would only add to parking problems in the area.  He noted that this is a 
family-oriented neighborhood with many longtime residents. 

 

 Helen Doyle, 18626 Yukon Avenue, voiced her opinion that the guest parking was 
inadequate and that the density of the project was too much for this area.  She expressed 
concerns about the condition of the two properties, relating her belief that it was the 
responsibility of the owner to clean them up and maintain them. 

 

 Pat Furey, president of Northwest Torrance Homeowners Association, urged denial 
of the project, contending that it was too large, with more than double the square footage of 
the existing residences; that it would affect the air, light and privacy of immediate 
neighbors; and that the plans make no provisions for trash, recycling or storage.   

 

 Mark Mota, 18917 Patronella Avenue, voiced objections to the proposed project, 
maintaining that the area has reached a saturation point and cannot handle any more 
people.  He expressed concerns about the adequacy of the parking and the impact on 
already overcrowded streets. 

 

Robert Thompson, president of Madrona Homeowners Association, expressed 
concerns about the cumulative impact of new developments on the City’s aging 
infrastructure and called for a moratorium on development until the General Plan update 
has been completed. 

 

 Barbara Benson, 18024 Patronella Avenue, reported that she shares her 
neighbors’ concerns about the proposed project. 

 

 David Henseler, president of Country Hills Homeowners Association, urged that 
the Council consider the interests of longtime residents over developers seeking to make 
a profit.  He cited North Redondo as an area where many two-on-a-lot condominiums 
were built making it nearly impossible for visitors to find parking.  He echoed the call for a 
moratorium until the General Plan update has been completed. 

 

 Mary Christiansen, 18919 Patronella Avenue, expressed concerns that the 
proposed two-story structure would be only 10 feet away from her home, intruding on her 
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privacy and blocking sunlight from her yard.  She also expressed concerns about the 
influx of condominiums in general. 

 

 Returning to the podium, Mr. Itani stated that he lives in Torrance and shares 
concerns about overdevelopment and that is why the project was downsized from six units 
to four.  Noting that the units are not large, he contended that the project would have only 
minimal impact on the City’s infrastructure and that it would be an improvement to the 
neighborhood.  He related his belief that the property owner has a right to develop the 
property in accordance with the zoning. 

 

 In response to Councilmember Witkowsky’s inquiry, City Attorney Fellows advised 
that there is no absolute right to develop a property just by reason of the zoning and the 
Council must consider the merits of each project on an individual basis. 

 

 Noting that she formerly lived in North Torrance, Councilmember Witkowsky 
expressed concerns about the project’s impact on immediate neighbors and related her 
preference that it be redesigned minimize the intrusion. 

 

 Mr. Itani pointed out that second stories could be added to the existing single-family 
residences on the subject lots, which would have the same impact on immediate neighbors. 

 

 In response to Councilmember Witkowsky’s inquiry, Planning Manager Lodan 
confirmed that second stories could be added to the existing homes on the site without 
Planning Commission/City Council approval as long as the FAR (floor area ratio) does not 
exceed 0.60.  He noted that the same size project could be built as rental units without 
Planning Commission /City Council approval. 

 

 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to close the public hearing.  The motion 
was seconded by Councilmember Sutherland and passed by unanimous roll call vote 
(absent Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka). 

 

 Councilmember Brewer stated that he would not support the project, explaining 
that he had concerns about the layout and thought it was a little too large, with too much 
concrete and not enough landscaping.  As a caution to neighbors, he noted that rental units 
could be built on the site without a public hearing and the only reason the project was before 
the Council was because a Conditional Use Permit was required for condominiums.  

 

 Councilmember Sutherland stated that he also would not support the project 
because he felt that the property owner was only seeking to make a profit with little regard 
for the neighborhood. 

 

 Indicating that he would not support the project, Councilmember Barnett stated 
that he believed the proposed project was too large and that future residents would end 
up parking on neighborhood streets.  He expressed concerns about the impact on 
immediate neighbors and on the rest of Patronella, which consists of well-maintained 
single-family residences.  

 

 Councilmember Witkowsky proposed a continuance to allow the applicant an 
opportunity to redesign the project, citing concerns about what could be built on this site 
without the Council’s approval. 

 

 Mayor Scotto stated that he would not support the project because he felt it was 
not appropriate for this neighborhood.  He noted that the two lots would have to be 
merged for the building of a six-unit apartment complex, which would require Planning 
Commission/City Council approval, so this was unlikely to occur.  
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He commented on the possibility that the City may need to consider down-zoning at 
some point in the future because when the General Plan was drafted several years ago, 
a few areas of Torrance were envisioned to have a higher density than they can 
realistically handle. 

 
 MOTION:  Councilmember Brewer moved to approve the appeal and deny the 
project.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barnett and passed by a 
unanimous roll call vote (absent Councilmembers Drevno and Nowatka). 

 
 Resolutions of denial to be brought back at a later date. 
 

* 
 The Council met as the Redevelopment Agency from 9:43 p.m. to 9:44 p.m. 
 
17. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
17A. Councilmember Witkowsky commented on the Kashiwa delegates’ visit to 
Torrance. 
 
17B. Mayor Scotto also spoke of the delegates’ visit and commended John Jones, 
Brian Sunshine and Suzie Wand for their efforts in coordinating events and making the 
delegates feel welcome. 
 
17C. City Manager Jackson noted that he first met Russ Nolte early in his career when 
he served as liaison to the Civil Defense Commission and that Ray Schmidt was a 
member of the first negotiating team for TME-AFSCME. 
 
18. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

At 9:50 p.m., the City Council recessed to closed session to confer with the City 
Manager and City Attorney on agenda matters listed under 18A) Conference with Labor 
Negotiator, 18B) Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation, and 18C) Real 
Property - Conference with Real Property Negotiator, pursuant to California Government 
Code § 54957.6, 54956.9(a) and 54956.8.  

 
 The City Council reconvened at 10:52 p.m.  No formal action was taken on any 
matter considered in closed session. 
 
19. ADJOURNMENT 
 At 10:52 p.m., the meeting was adjourned to Tuesday, March 4, 2008, at 
7:00 p.m. for the regular meeting in the Council Chambers.  The Finance and 
Governmental Operations Committee will meet at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 

Adjourned in Memory of 
Jim Monda, Russ Nolte and Ray Schmidt 

 
 
  
 /s/ Frank Scotto 
Attest: Mayor of the City of Torrance 
  
/s/ Sue Herbers  
Sue Herbers,  Approved on April 15, 2008 

City Clerk of the City of Torrance  
 

Sue Sweet  City Council 
Recording Secretary 10 February 26, 2008 


