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June 9, 2005 
 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE AIRPORT COMMISSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance Airport Commission convened in a regular session on Thursday, 
June 9, 2005 at 7:02 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 Present:  Commissioners Browning, Dingman, Donnellan, Gates,  
    Pyles, and Chairperson Ouwerkerk. 

 Absent:  Commissioner Tymczyszyn. 

 Also Present:  Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian and 
    Airport Business Manager Zucker. 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Donnellan, seconded by Commissioner Browning, 
moved to grant Commissioner Tymczyszyn an excused absence from this meeting; a 
voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 
 
3. FLAG SALUTE 
 
 Commissioner Browning led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. AFFIDAVIT OF AGENDA POSTING
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Browning, seconded by Commissioner Donnellan, 
moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this 
meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
5A. MINUTES OF MAY 12, 2005 
 
 A typographical error was noted on Page 4, Paragraph 9:  “…which notifies 
tenants of the annual rate adjustment…” 
 
 Commissioner Gates requested that the minutes be amended to include: 
 Page 2, 7A:  “Commissioner Gates inquired if the East T hangar lighting was part 
of the Airport Security Project and Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian answered 
that it was.” 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Browning moved for the approval of the May 12, 2005 
Torrance Airport Commission meeting minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Donnellan and passed by unanimous voice vote approval (absent 
Commissioner Tymczyszyn and with Commissioners Gates and Ouwerkerk abstaining). 
6. ACTION ITEMS 
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6A. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON 
 
 Commissioner Browning nominated Commissioner Pyles for the position of 
Chairperson and Commissioner Tymczyszyn for Vice-Chairperson.  Commissioner 
Donnellan seconded the nominations, but questioned if Commissioner Tymczszyn 
should be elected when he was absent.  Chairperson Ouwerkerk advised that 
Commissioner Tymczszyn indicated by correspondence that he would accept the 
nomination. 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Browning, seconded by Commissioner Donnellan, 
moved to close the nominations and elect Commissioner Pyles for the position of 
Chairperson of the Airport Commission and Commissioner Tymczyszyn for the position 
of Vice-Chairperson of the Airport Commission; a roll call vote reflected unanimous 
approval (absent Commissioner Tymczyszyn). 
 
7. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
7A. AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
 THE GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chairperson Ouwerkerk noted that the following reports were included in the 
agenda material:  Hangar and Tiedown Rental Status, Ongoing Projects, June Meeting 
Room Schedule, and Hangar Waiting List. 
 
 Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian commented that some of the 173 
airport tiedowns have been allocated for several of the FBOs. 
 
 When Commissioner Pyles inquired if installation of fiberglass sunshades to 
protect airplanes has been considered, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian 
advised that they were not allowed at this point and would ask Operations why. 
 
 Referring to the Ongoing Projects report, Facility Operations Manager 
Megerdichian advised that painting of the 239 hangars was complete and they were 
working on punch list items that would include repair of roof damages.  
 
 In response to Commissioner Gates’ inquiry regarding projects, such as a work 
management system and system replacement of radio communications not listed on the 
report, he advised that he would follow up. 
 
 Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that City Council approved 
the recommendation to award consultant services agreement for the Airport Security 
Project at the May 17, 2005 City Council meeting.  He noted that the City has been 
meeting with the consultant for the design phase and they would be submitting their 
project timeline in the near future. 
 
 Chairperson Ouwerkerk expressed concern about lighting and inquired if there 
would be public meetings to seek input.   Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian 
advised that at this point there were no public meetings planned and that staff was in the 
process of identifying the correct equipment for the project.  He noted that lighting should 
not affect outlying neighborhoods and would need to be approved by the FAA. 
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 Commissioner Gates inquired about the status of the Zamperini Way 
beautification project.   Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian advised that it was not 
yet a funded project, that Land Management Team Chair Sunshine was working with a 
committee of pilots at the Airport, and that plans were submitted and being routed 
internally. 
 
 Commissioner Gates stated his opinion that it was a City street project of some 
importance and that funding should come from the Airport Fund. 
 
 Commissioner Browning maintained that the City should fund the project and not 
the Airport or donations. 
 
 Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian indicated that he would follow up on 
the procedure that the Commission should take to make its recommendation. 
 
7B. AERONAUTICAL OPERATIONAL INFORMATION UNDER THE PURVIEW OF 
 THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
 
 Chairperson Ouwerkerk noted that the following reports were included in the 
agenda material:  Events Requiring Emergency Response and Airfield Operations 
Status. 
 
 At Commissioner Gates’ request, Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian 
explained what responsibilities Public Works and General Services Departments have at 
the Airport. 
 
7C. LAND MANAGEMENT REPORT – AERONAUTICAL
 
 Chairperson Ouwerkerk noted that a report from Land Management Team Chair 
Sunshine dated June 2, 2005 was included in the agenda material.  
 
 Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian remarked that Torrance Flite Park has 
been grading the central parcel.   
 
 Responding to Commissioner Donnellan’s inquiry, he stated that FAA would 
become involved with the Verizon cell site before the design phase. 
 
7D. AIRPORT SECURITY PROJECT UPDATE 
 
 No report. 
 
7E. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
7E.1. COMMUNITY OUTREACH & EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
 
 No report. 
 
7E.2. HANGAR RENTAL AGREEMENT COMMITTEE 
 No report. 
 
7E.3. NOISE ABATEMENT CAPITAL PROJECTS COMMITTEE 
 
 No report. 
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 Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian recommended closing out the Hangar 
Rental Agreement Committee and the Noise Abatement Capital Projects Committee. 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Browning, seconded by Commissioner Donnellan, 
moved to close out the Hangar Rental Agreement Committee and the Noise Abatement 
Capital Projects Committee; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent 
Commissioner Tymczyszyn). 
 
8. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
8A. Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian encouraged Commissioners to attend 
the Budget Hearings on June 14, 2005 and June 21, 2005.  He advised that the Hangar 
Rental Agreement would be considered for approval at the June 14, 2005 meeting. 
 
8B. Commissioner Donnellan expressed concern about comments written in the 
“Checkpoint” newsletter from the Torrance Airport Association.  He stated his opinion 
that it was inflammatory and irresponsible to refer to three Airport Commissioners on the 
Hangar Rental Agreement Committee as being “unknowledgeable.”  He maintained that 
there was representation of considerable knowledge about leases from the Commission. 
 
 Commissioner Browning commented that the “Checkpoint” often contained 
inaccurate and misleading information.  He questioned the accuracy of their wording of 
Municipal Code, Section 51.2.27 regarding insurance and Facility Operations Manager 
Megerdichian clarified that the language was not in the Code. 
 
 Commissioner Browning questioned if it was appropriate for tenants to assist with 
the drafting of their rental agreement.  
 
8C. Commissioner Browning stated that he was informed last week that Torrance 
Airport Association would not be assisting with the June 14, 2005 Walteria Elementary 
School field trip this year.  He assured Commissioners that the tour would go on without 
the Association’s assistance and provided details about the event.   
 
8D. Commissioner Pyles thanked the Commission for electing him Chairperson and 
provided information about his background. 
 
8E. Commissioner Gates commented that he did not like the language of the article 
in the “Checkpoint” newsletter, noting that it was most likely written by one person and 
published without being reviewed.   
 
 Commissioner Gates stated that the previous Hangar Rental Agreement had 
numerous unacceptable terms in it and that he thought tenants should be involved in the 
preparation of a lease agreement with a landlord. 
 
 Commissioner Gates read Municipal Code, Section 51.2.27 and a brief 
discussion centered on its interpretation. 
 
8F. Commissioner Gates noted that in 2004 General Aviation had the lowest number 
of accidents and lowest accident rates since 1938. 
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8G. Commissioner Gates distributed his recommendation that the Airport 
Commission establish a subcommittee to work with staff to:  1) review all approved and 
proposed projects funded by money from the Airport Fund, 2) identify and recommend 
additional new projects needed to improve airport operations, safety and security, 3) 
prepare, for Commission approval, recommendations to City Council regarding those 
projects, and 4) report to the Commission on a quarterly basis the status of those 
projects as they are funded, planned, and executed. 
 
 Chairperson Ouwerkerk expressed concern that the Commission’s job was not to 
get involved in the Operations arena and that he trusted staff to report the status of 
ongoing projects.  He agreed that proposing new projects and bringing them forward to 
the entire Commission could be beneficial. 
 
 Commissioner Browning questioned if Commissioners were supposed to interact 
with staff on this level.  He further commented that any improvement at the Airport 
benefits those using it, and that four Commissioners would have a conflict of interest. 
 
 Commissioner Donnellan concurred with Chairperson Ouwerkerk and 
Commissioner Browning, stating that the organization of such a subcommittee would be 
a possible conflict of interest.   
 
 Chairperson Ouwerkerk noted that conflict of interest was stated in terms of 
financial gain or benefit, and not an interest in. 
 
 Commissioner Pyles stated that the recommendation embraced everything that 
the Airport Commission was about and talked about their entire vision of the Airport. 
 
 Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian suggested that a possibility was to 
reopen the Airport Commission Work Plan to determine which direction the Commission 
would like to take, perhaps with the assistance of a facilitator.  
 
 Commissioner Gates stated that one thing the Commission was lacking was 
public input on prioritizing activities and projects for the Airport. 
 
 Chairperson Ouwerkerk commented that public input should come through the 
full Commission process. 
 
 Commissioner Pyles suggested that the Commission review the Master Plan 
over the summer and Commissioner Donnellan indicated that he needed more time to 
review Commissioner Gates’ proposal.   
 
 It was determined that the subject of the Airport Commission direction would be 
deferred to the July Commission meeting.   
 
8H. Commissioner Pyles noted that at the last meeting there were four 
Commissioners who had to recuse themselves due to a conflict of interest.  He stated 
that he inquired in the offices of the Mayor and City Manager what would happen if one 
of the three remaining Commissioners who did not have a vested interest were absent. 
He expressed concern that the Mayor’s response to his inquiry differed from what the 
City Attorney advised the Commission and that the Mayor said he would look into it. 
 
8I.  Commissioner Gates informed Commissioners that there was good information 
about the conflict of interest issue on the Attorney General and Fair Political Practices 
websites. 
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8J. Frank Rizzardi, 23544 Carlow Road, representing Southwood Riviera 
Homeowners Association, inquired the cost of tie downs. Facility Operations Manager 
Megerdichian advised that it was $83 per month, and that there would be a small 
increase in August 2005. 
 
8K. Mr. Rizzardi stated that he has received complaints and has noted himself that 
airplane noise has been increasing and that there has been an increase in the number of 
planes that are not following the hours they are supposed to be flying. He suggested that 
a list of planes that have a curfew exemption be published. 
 
 Commissioner Browning commented that he has also noticed early morning take 
offs in the last two weeks.  
 
8L. Mr. Rizzardi noted that whenever an action is being considered and taken, the 
impact on the residents and public should be evaluated. 
 
8M. Chairperson Ouwerkerk advised that the City Manager’s Office was aware that 
the Airport Master Plan was old and an update was being considered. 
 
8N. Chairperson Ouwerkerk thanked Commissioner Browning for his participation in 
the June 14, 2005 Walteria Elementary School field trip. 
 
8O. Referring to the “Checkpoint” article, Chairperson Ouwerkerk requested that 
Commissioners keep in mind the importance of free speech. 
 
8P. Chairperson Ouwerkerk offered his congratulations to newly elected Chairperson 
Pyles and Vice-Chairperson Tymczyszyn. 
 
8Q. Chairperson Ouwerkerk requested that staff assist with the preparation of the 
yearly report. 
 
8R. Commissioner Browning and Facility Operations Manager Megerdichian, 
commended Commissioner Ouwerkerk for his six years of service on the Airport 
Commission, having served a portion of that time as Chairperson. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 MOTION:  At 8:25 p.m., Commissioner Browning moved to adjourn the meeting 
to July 14, 2005.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Donnellan and, hearing 
no objection, Chairperson Ouwerkerk so ordered.  
 
 
 
Approved as Amended 
July 14, 2005 
s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk     
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