
            May 15, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE TORRANCE WATER COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Water Commission convened in a regular session at 7:03 p.m. on Thursday, May 15, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Deemer, Haddon, See, Warner, White, and Chairperson Lew. 

Absent:
Commissioner Freeman.

Also Present:  Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden,

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich, and

Metropolitan Water District Director Wright.


MOTION:  Commissioner White moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Freeman for the May 15, 2008 Water Commission meeting.  Commissioner Haddon seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Warner led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Warner moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner White seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES FROM APRIL 17, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner White moved for the approval of the April 17, 2008 Water Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Warner seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Freeman).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC


None. 

7.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS



None.

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
PRESENTATION BY METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REGARDING DEVELOPMENT OF FIVE-YEAR CONTINGENCY PLAN TO MEET WATER RELIABILITY REQUIREMENTS OF REGION AND EMERGING ISSUES IMPACTING WATER SUPPLY SITUATION

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich introduced the item and welcomed Brandon Goshi, Manager of Water Resources Analysis, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.


Mr. Goshi provided a power point presentation regarding Metropolitan Water District’s (MWD) development of a five-year contingency plan to meet water reliability requirements in Southern California.  He presented an overview regarding MWD’s service area, where Southern California gets its water, and development of the Integrated Resources Plan (IRP) in the 1990’s.  He reported on transfer and storage programs, storage development from 1990 to present, and regional investments that developed from the IRP that include conservation, recycling projects, projects in groundwater recovery, and ocean desalination.  He noted that the IRP has prevented Southern California from being in an even larger water supply crisis than it is. 


He stated that we are currently in a water supply crisis and explained that this has happened because of dry conditions in all watersheds, legal and regulatory challenges, and resource actions.  He discussed reduced apportionment of Colorado River water in 2003, drought since 2007, State Water Project supply cutbacks due to the endangered species Delta smelt, and having to take water out of storage accounts to meet demands.  He explained how water moves into the State Water Project and how the water supply has been affected by endangered species.  He added that there are additional legal and regulatory issues on the horizon regarding Chinook salmon and Long Fin smelt.


MWD Director Wright provided additional background regarding the current water supply.  He stated that MWD is in the process of building an inland feeder to bring water south, but noted that they cannot move water now even if it is available.


Mr. Goshi reported that the combination of these events has forced MWD to draw out its storage.  He discussed some of the resource actions that have been taking place:  replenishment cut, interim agricultural water program cut 30%, possibly withdrawing an additional 500,000 acre feet out of storage, and water transfers and agreements.  He estimated that storage would likely reach one million acre feet by the end of this year.


He reviewed actions being taken by MWD to help get through this crisis that include managing the IRP portfolio and storage, engaging in State Water Project/Delta activities, launching a conservation campaign, and implementing a Five Year Supply Plan.  He provided information about the four areas identified to supplement water supply:  conservation, local resources, Delta improvements, and water transfer market.  He noted that the Five Year Supply Plan is a cooperative member agency process and discussed near-term actions for the Delta that include eco-habitat projects, operational and flow related options, and a two-gate option that isolates the smelt habitat.


MWD Director Wright stated that it does not make sense to bring our drinking water through one of the largest environmental habitats in the world.  He commented that the two-gate option is a short-term fix, but what it really needed is an isolated facility to bring water around the Delta.

Mr. Goshi stated that everyone can help by understanding the causes of the supply crisis, that conservation can have a large impact, and that cost and rate pressures are increasing because alternative supplies are more expensive.  He discussed the future, noting that the Colorado River is MWD’s most solid supply, that this has been a wet year, and that there will likely be surplus releases.  He provided a summary of his presentation and stated that MWD plans to update the IRP and is looking into long-term planning for the Bay Delta that includes the Bay Delta Conservation Plan, the Blue Ribbon Task Force Delta Vision, and a dual-intake conveyance system.

In response to Commissioner White’s inquiry, he stated that an isolated facility could be implemented by 2014 or 2015.

Commissioner Deemer received clarification from staff that the Central Valley Project is seeing the same impacts.

Commissioner White was informed that State Water Contractors do lobby in Northern California but that farmers are reluctant to lose water to Southern California as well as ongoing objection from the environmental community.

Responding to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry, Mr. Goshi stated that the eight-year drought on the Colorado River is a natural cyclic event and is at an end.

The Commission was in recess from 8:00 p.m. to 8:05 p.m.

9.
METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S REPORT 


MWD Director Wright distributed information about the July 11-12 Bay Delta water trip, noting that Commissioners will have the opportunity to tour the power plant at Oroville.


He stated that in June 2008 the MWD board will consider adopting water conservation ordinances and he encouraged Commissioners to spread the word at homeowners association meetings.


Commissioner White suggested that the Conservation Committee visit homeowners association meetings and promote conservation measures in the Strategic Plan.

10.
WEST BASIN WATER ASSOCIATION REPORT


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden reported that the quarterly dinner meeting is May 21, 2008 and that four items will be voted on for the general membership to:  support framework for conjunctive use, elect officers, hire legal counsel to open up the West Basin judgment, and pay a one-time assessment to pay for the legal counsel.  

He noted that the majority of Central Basin is now supporting a conjunctive use framework.

11.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden reported that recycled water use declined in April due to a turn-around at Exxon Mobil.  He noted that there was only one main break in April 2008 and 12 so far this year.

MOTION:  Commissioner Deemer moved to accept and file the Monthly Department Report.  Commissioner White seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Freeman).

12.
ORALS

12A.
Chairperson Lew expressed appreciation to Commissioner Warner for his service to the City and presented him with a cake and the book Beyond Chinatown.

Commissioner Warner stated that he enjoyed his time on the Commission and shared his plans in his future home in Texas and Commissioners and staff bid him a fond farewell. 

12B.
Responding to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry, staff explained that rationing has a negative impact on the economy including relocation of businesses.

12C.
MWD Director Wright
discussed the possibility of building an ocean desalination plant in Mexico.

12D.
Commissioner Deemer stated that East Bay Municipal Utility District is implementing forced rationing.


13.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:   At 8:41 p.m., Commissioner Haddon moved to adjourn the meeting to June 19, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission meeting room.  Commissioner Warner seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Lew so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
June 19, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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