April 16, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE TORRANCE WATER COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Water Commission convened in a regular session at 7:02 p.m. on Thursday, April 16, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Deemer, Freeman, Haddon, McGee, See, and Chairperson Lew. 

Absent:
None.

Also Present:  Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden,

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich, and

Metropolitan Water District Director Wright.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Freeman led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Haddon seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY 19, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner See moved for the approval of the February 19, 2009 meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Deemer seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5B.
MINUTES FROM MARCH 19, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner Deemer moved to approve the March 19, 2009 meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Freeman seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM PUBLIC


Commissioner White informed the Commission that she has resigned as Commissioner of the Water Commission to serve on the Ethics and Integrity Committee. She stated that it has been a distinct honor and a pleasure to work with Commissioners and staff.


Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich expressed appreciation to Commissioner White for her total of 15 years on the Water Commission and Chairperson Lew noted that she was thorough, clear-minded, and a stabilizing force on the Commission.


The Commission was in recess from 7:13 p.m. to 7:27 p.m.

7.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS


7A.
REVIEW OF IMPLEMENTATION OF CONSERVATION ORDINANCE 

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich provided an update on the implementation of the Water Conservation Ordinance adopted by City Council on March 24, 2009.  He distributed a Water Wasting Reporting Form to be used to report wasteful issues of water and stated that Torrance Municipal Water District (TMWD) will be training field technicians in water conservation areas for use on an as-needed basis.  He noted that TMWD will serve in an advisory capacity, focusing more on education than enforcement.  He distributed “The 12 Commandments of Wise Water Use” and stated that they are preparing a comprehensive brochure, establishing a hotline, and broadcasting public service announcements on City Cable.  


MWD Director Wright reported that the MWD Board passed Level 2 Water Allocation on April 14, 2009 and that the City will need to cut water usage by 10% beginning July 1, 2009.  He noted that allocation is not due to water supply but because of environmental restrictions.  He stated that MWD’s State Water Project allocation was recently increased to 30%, or an additional 200,000 acre-feet of water. 


Responding to Commissioner McGee’s inquiry, Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich stated that the City will receive credit on its baseline for use of reclaimed water.  He added that TMWD may be able to mitigate part of the allocation by developing more local water supply. 


Chairperson Lew initiated a brief discussion on the status of the Goldsworthy Desalter and how it can lower its saline parameter.


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden stated that staff will need to meet with the Conservation Committee or Commission to consider establishment of a baseline for customers.


In response to Commissioner Deemer’s inquiry, staff advised that the penalty rate is four times the base rate.

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
ELECTION OF COMMISSION CHAIR FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009-10

Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden informed Commissioners that they need to elect a new Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson in order for the new Chairperson to attend a special training session for incoming Commission Chairpersons.

MOTION:  Commissioner McGee, seconded by Commissioner Haddon, moved to nominate Commissioner See for Chairperson. Commissioner See accepted the nomination and there were no further nominations.

 MOTION: Commissioner Haddon moved to close the nominations; Commissioner Freeman seconded the motion.  A roll call vote reflected unanimous approval to elect Commissioner See as Chairperson of the Water Commission from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. 


MOTION:  Commissioner See moved to nominate Commissioner Deemer for Vice-Chairperson.  Commissioner Deemer accepted the nomination and there were no further nominations.

MOTION:  Chairperson Lew moved to close the nominations; Commissioner Deemer seconded the motion. A roll call vote reflected unanimous approval to elect Commissioner Deemer as Vice-Chairperson of the Water Commission from July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. 

8B.
PARTICIPATION BY WATER COMMISSION IN TORRANCE LIBRARY SPONSORED WATER PROGRAM “ARE WE RUNNING DRY?”

Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich distributed a draft flier for the PBS documentary “The American Southwest:  Are We Running Dry?” on June 27, 2009 at Katy Geissert Civic Center Library.  He stated that the Library Division is inviting the Water Commission to actively participate along with staff in the event.  He advised that there will also be a speaker Charles Gale, Jr. from Metropolitan Water District, followed by a question and answer period.


There was a consensus of Commissioners to take an active role in the event and to help promote it in the community.

8C.
POSSIBLE IMPLEMENTATION OF MANDATORY WATER CONSERVATION (RATIONING) BY METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT



Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich provided a power point presentation on MWD’s imposed allocation that mandates approximately 10% reduction in MWD deliveries.  He stated that major penalty rates to member agencies will be four times the rate for usage above target, adding that any funds collected through penalties will be used to finance conservation programs.  He noted that MWD reduced some of its conservation programs by $11 million and that there may be negative repercussions.  He briefly reviewed MWD’s current situation, reasons for allocation, and next steps that include reconvening the Conservation Committee, meeting with the billing vendor, holding a public meeting, and consideration and adoption of the rationing plan by City Council.  


Responding to Chairperson Lew’s inquiry, he stated that water reliability is essential to businesses.

MWD Director Wright stated that MWD is hoping for a “June miracle” but that the Board adopted mandatory allocation because agencies need time to prepare for implementation.  

In response to Commissioner Deemer’s inquiry, he stated that there are no agricultural cutbacks at this time.

Commissioner See was appointed to the Conservation Committee to fill the vacancy left by Commissioner White.  The Committee now consists of Commissioners Haddon, See, and Chairperson Lew.

9.
METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT DIRECTOR’S REPORT

MWD Director Wright reported that, in order to increase its financialwater reserves levels, MWD voted on the option to raise water rates by 19.7% in September 2009 and 21% in January 2011.  He noted that the 19.7% is actually 8.8% plus a Delta surcharge of $69 per acre-foot and briefly discussed the environmental restrictions in the Delta.  


Responding to Commissioner McGee’s inquiry, Senior Administrative Analyst Schaich explained that approximately 12% of the rate increase will be passed on to customers, or approximately $4.20 per month per average customer.


Commissioner Deemer inquired about the status of Lake Mead and Lake Powell and MWD Director Wright responded that they are 47% and 53% full.  


MWD Director Wright briefly discussed the inspection tour to the Colorado River and Diamond Valley Lake.

10.
WEST BASIN WATER ASSOCIATION REPORT


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden reported that at the April 7, 2009 West Basin Water Association (WBWA) meeting the West Basin Municipal Water District announced its new board members, that have received approval for a pilot desalination facility in Redondo Beach, and a joint board meeting with Water Replenishment District (WRD) on April 17 to develop a agreement for the use of 100% recycled water for the injection barriers.  He announced a Garden Expo on May 2, 2009 at Edward Little recycling facility.  He reported that WRD received approval to use a recycled water blend for groundwater recharge, that they considering a 10-15% increase in pump assessment, and that they held their 50th anniversary celebration on March 14, 2009.  He announced that the joint prosecution agreements and support letters for conjunctive use have been processed and are being reviewed by the Court.  He invited Commissioners to attend the WBWA quarterly dinner meeting on May 20, 2009 at Alpine Village. 

11.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT


Deputy Public Works Director van der Linden reported that in March 2009 Exxon-Mobil used almost 50% less recycled water and that there were two water main breaks. He stated that Goldsworthy Desalter received a monitoring violation from the Department of Public Health Services and that the State required TMWD to hand out fliers.  He reported that they are finishing up with Walteria Reservoir Rehabilitation and that they are working on the tank to accept higher flow from Well Number 9.   


MOTION:  Chairperson Lew moved to accept and file the Monthly Department Report as presented.  Commissioner Deemer seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

12.
ORALS


None.

13.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:   At 8:58 p.m., Chairperson Lew moved to adjourn the meeting to May 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Haddon and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Lew so ordered.

Approved as Amended

June 18, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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