         May 5, 2008
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:04 p.m. on Monday, May 5, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Clounch.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Galvin, Lewis, Rische, Tsao, 

Ulrich, and Chairperson Santome.

Absent:
None.
Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, Project Manager Sedadi, 

Operations Manager Cooper,

Associate Civic Engineer Murphy, and


Torrance Police Officer Farley. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Tsao moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   APRIL 7, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner Ulrich moved for the approval of the April 7, 2008 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (with Commissioner Galvin and Chairperson Santome abstaining). 

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1

None. 

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION
None.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8a.
RESPONSE FROM PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT TO TRAFFIC COMMISSION ORALS


Transportation Manager Semaan provided background on the material of record and introduced staff members from the Public Works Department.


Associate Civil Engineer Murphy read prepared responses to seven questions raised by Commissioners under Orals at the February 4, 2008 Traffic Commission meeting.  She discussed signal synchronization on Anza Avenue, roadway conditions and signage on Madison Street, conversion of traffic signals to LED, a KEEP CLEAR request at the intersection of Inglewood Avenue and 191st Street, public trees obscuring street name signs, Opticom on State Highways, and protected-permissive left-turn phasing.


Commissioner Galvin relayed a resident’s concern about signal synchronization on Sepulveda Boulevard between Hickory Avenue and Crenshaw Boulevard.


Transportation Manager Semaan further explained that synchronization is implemented on a project-to-project basis, with major roadways given the highest priority.  He acknowledged that modifications are needed on Anza Avenue and that, once all current projects are implemented, Public Works Department will focus on synchronizing traffic signals on Crenshaw Boulevard, Anza Avenue, and 182nd Street respectively.


In response to Chairperson Santome’s inquiry, Operations Manager Cooper advised that expansive soil is the primary reason for bumpy roadways.

Responding to Commissioner Tsao’s inquiry, he stated that there is an asphalt deterioration timeline and that twenty years is an acceptable life for a road.

Referring to the KEEP CLEAR request for Inglewood Avenue at 191st Street, Associate Civil Engineer Murphy noted that a response dated December 17, 2007 from Project Manager Bilezerian was included in Attachment B.  She advised that County of Los Angeles will be upgrading the signal at Inglewood Avenue and 190th Street and will be installing an additional eastbound left-turn lane on 190th Street to turn onto northbound Inglewood Avenue.

In response to Chairperson Santome’s inquiry, Associate Civil Engineer Murphy stated that the negative consequences of installing a KEEP CLEAR area at that intersection would be maintenance and the “domino effect.” 

Commissioner Rische commented that not only are trees obscuring signage on Madison Street and Carson Street, but that street signs are also strapped onto the wrong side of poles.

Commissioner Galvin expressed concern that low-hanging trees could damage air conditioning units on top of recreational vehicles.

Responding to Chairperson Santome’s inquiry, Associate Civil Engineer Murphy explained State standards preventing the “forcing-off” of pedestrian movements for Opticom preemption.  

Commission Ulrich discussed reasons for his interest in implementing protected-permissive left-turn phasing to increase flow of traffic.

Associate Civil Engineer Murphy advised that staff has prepared a request for consideration of approval and funding in the upcoming 2009-2013 budget to conduct a study that would analyze intersections for protected left-turn phasing or protected-permissive left-turn phasing.

When Commissioner Clounch commented that every left-turn signal in the City should have permissive phasing, Transportation Manager Semaan stated that not all intersections are candidates due to accident history or because they have multiple left- turn lanes.

Commissioner Clounch questioned why there are so many Bike Path signs on Walnut Street near 235th Street; Transportation Manager Semaan explained that the signs are required under current guidelines.

Commissioners and Transportation Manager Semaan expressed appreciation to Public Works staff for preparing the responses.

Commissioner Galvin expressed concern about a line of sight issue due to a bus stop enclosure on the corner of Sepulveda Boulevard and Hickory Avenue. 

Commissioner Lewis commented that asphalt is badly cracked on 190th Street and initiated discussion regarding traffic violations occurring on Anza Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard at the drive-through Starbucks.

Officer Farley stated that Torrance Police Department was aware of the situation and was trying to find a resolution that would not negatively impact businesses next door to Starbucks.

Commissioner Rische discussed traffic congestion on Hawthorne Boulevard south of Pacific Coast Highway.

Commissioner Clounch commended the crew that cleaned up the west side of Western Avenue between Sepulveda Boulevard and 238th228th Street.

Chairperson Santome commended Public Works Department for making improvements on Airport Drive.

Transportation Manager Semaan provided on update on the status of improvements at the intersection of Skypark Drive and Hawthorne Boulevard.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:03 p.m., Chairperson Santome moved to adjourn the meeting to June 2, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Amended

June 2, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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