          April 7, 2008
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 7, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Lewis.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Lewis, Rische, Tsao, and

Vice-Chairperson Ulrich.

Absent:
Commissioner Galvin and Chairperson Santome.

Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, Project Manager Sedadi, and


Torrance Police Officer Farley. 


Due to the absence of Chairperson Santome, Vice-Chairperson Ulrich led the meeting.


MOTION:  Commissioner Lewis moved to grant excused absences to Commissioner Galvin and Chairperson Santome for the April 7, 2008 Traffic Commission meeting.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.
4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Clounch moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   MARCH 3, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner Clounch moved for the approval of the March 3, 2008 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Tsao seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval. 

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1

Robert Bartlett, Annrita Avenue, expressed concern about parking problems on Annrita Avenue, Henrietta Street, and Lorna Street due to overflow parking by Bishop Montgomery High School students.  He offered to distribute copies of a petition that was signed last year by residents on Annrita Avenue and asked that the item be placed on a future agenda for consideration.

Transportation Manager Semaan stated that staff has also received complaints regarding parking intrusion on both sides of Torrance Boulevard and that the evaluation area has expanded.  He advised that staff is meeting with school administration next week to try to resolve the situation before bringing the item before the Commission.  

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION
7a.
CITYWIDE ENGINEERING AND TRAFFIC SURVEY (SPEED SURVEY)


Project Manager Sedadi provided a power point presentation included in the material of record.  She outlined the purpose of the Citywide Engineering and Traffic (E&T) Survey:  to update the City’s existing Speed Surveys; to comply with State and Federal regulations; to justify the recommended speed limits; and to enable the use of electronic devices by the Police Department. 

She discussed methodology used for the Traffic Survey:  Geometric and Street Characteristics, such as pedestrian and bicycle activities, roadway characteristics, and adjacent land uses; Spot Speed Survey for 147 roadway segments; and Accident Analysis for 147 roadway segments, providing Artesia Boulevard between Crenshaw Boulevard and Van Ness Avenue an example of accident rate calculation.  

In response to Commissioner Clounch’s inquiry, she explained how expected accident rates are based on the latest City compiled data using Crossroads software for arterial, collector, and local streets.

Project Manager Sedadi reported on Guidelines and Regulations, noting that an E&T Survey must be conducted every five years in order to enforce speed limits by radar or laser devices or it would be considered an illegal speed trap.  She explained that through adoption of a conforming study, the Police Department would be able to enforce posted speed limits with electronic equipment.

She stated that Benefits of an E&T Survey includes facilitating speed enforcement by use of electronic devices; provides a comprehensive document for City and Traffic Court; provides alternative enforcement method to pacing; and Citywide selective enforcements by the Police Department.

She summarized the results of the Survey:  a summary supporting the majority of the existing posted speed limits and, in the non-majority, there are 12 collector and arterial roadway segments that recommends a 5-mph speed limit increase.  She concluded her presentation with Next Steps that include consideration by the Commission, review and approval by City Council, adoption of an ordinance modifying sections of the Municipal Code pertaining to speed limits, and upgrade of signs to reflect the approved study.

Officer Farley explained how increasing speed limits would actually give Officers the ability to decrease actual speeds and that the Survey would allow them to enforce speed limits with electronic devices in areas of the City that they were not able to before.  

Commissioner Clounch received clarification that an Officer would currently lose in Court if a ticket was issued following radar or laser enforcement.  

Responding to Commissioner Rische’s inquiry, Transportation Manager Semaan stated that all City collector and arterial roadway systems are included in the study with the exception of Anza Avenue south of Sepulveda Boulevard and Palos Verdes Boulevard between Pacific Coast Highway and the City Limit.  He advised that these two 

segments would be surveyed independently, with the potential to amend the study in the future.

Commissioner Rische recommended moving forward with approval of the study and offered the observation that right turn rules are often not followed at many intersections, particularly at Anza Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard.  

In response to Commissioner Tsao’s inquiry, staff explained that the differing speed limits on Crenshaw Boulevard and Hawthorne Boulevard are based on roadway conditions and driver behavior.  

Commissioner Lewis stated that the Commission should have moved the item forward two months ago and that he was in favor of concurring with staff recommendation.

Commissioner Clounch stated that he could not support approval of the study because of methodology used to determine accident data.

Vice-Chairperson Ulrich stated that he believes strongly that the City needs the study and that he was in favor of its approval.

MOTION:  Commission Lewis moved to concur with staff recommendation to forward the Citywide Engineering and Traffic Survey to City Council for review and approval.  Commissioner Tsao seconded the motion; the motion passed 4-1 as reflected in the following roll call vote:

AYES:
  Commissioners Lewis, Rische, Tsao, and Vice-Chairperson Ulrich.

NOES:
  Commissioner Clounch.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8a.
Transportation Manager Semaan distributed information regarding the City Traffic Engineers Association 2008 Traffic Commissioners Workshop on May 10, 2008 at California State Polytechnic University in Pomona.

8b.
Vice-Chairperson Ulrich congratulated Commissioner Lewis on his acceptance into the U.C. Graduate School of Public Studies.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:41 p.m., Vice-Chairperson Ulrich moved to adjourn the meeting to May 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.
Approved as Submitted
May 5, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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