April 6, 2009
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:01 p.m. on Monday, April 6, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Sargent.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Lewis, Rische, Sargent, Tsao, and 

Vice-Chairperson Galvin.

Absent:
Chairperson Santome.
Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, 

Project Manager Sedadi, and

Torrance Police Officer Farley.
Due to the absence of Chairperson Santome, Vice-Chairperson Galvin led the meeting.


MOTION:  Commissioner Tsao moved to grant an excused absence to Chairperson Santome for the April 6, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Clounch moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Sargent seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval. 

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   FEBRUARY 2, 2009
Transportation Manager Semaan offered the following correction to the February 2, 2009 meeting minutes:

Page 2, Item 8D, line 5:  “…and that they are not redoing similar construction but are doing different segments of construction.”

MOTION:  Commissioner Sargent moved for the approval of the February 2, 2009 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as amended.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (with Commissioner Rische abstaining).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1


None.

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION
7a.
PURVIEWS OF TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION INFORMATIONAL ITEM REQUESTED

Transportation Manager Semaan noted that Article 9 from Torrance Municipal Code, reflecting the guidelines for the Traffic Commission, was included in agenda materials.


Commissioner Rische noted that appointment of a Chairperson takes place at the first meeting of a Commission in every fiscal year.  Referring to Powers and Duties of the Commission, he offered the observation that the Commission is being asked to do less than it used to due to the division of traffic matters into two different Departments.


Transportation Manager Semaan stated that the Commission’s power to make recommendations is optional and not necessarily required.


Commissioner Clounch stated that he is confused about what the Commission’s functions are.  He questioned if a resident’s concern should be passed on to staff or City Council or does the Commission need to wait for City Council to ask the Commission to consider an item.


Transportation Manager Semaan provided further clarification regarding Section 13.9.7 from Article 9 and explained the difference between the purviews of the Traffic Commission and the Planning Commission. 


Referring to Section 13.9.6, Vice-Chairperson Galvin inquired if the Commission is in violation if it skips a meeting and Transportation Manager Semaan explained that it is acceptable as long as the Commission properly adjourns to the next date it meets.


In response to Commissioner Sargent’s inquiry, Transportation Manager Semaan provided updates regarding improvements at Hawthorne Boulevard and Skypark Drive as well as Torrance Boulevard and Maple Street.  He explained that staff takes recommendations, analyzes, and provides feedback to the Commission on capital improvements not tied to a development.   

7b.
THE BROWN ACT INFORMATIONAL ITEM REQUESTED

Transportation Manager Semaan noted that “A Pocket Guide to Open Meeting Laws in California, The Brown Act,” was included in agenda packets.


Commissioner Sargent discussed an exchange between two Commissioners before the last Commission meeting and questioned whether generally discussing the Brown Act would satisfy the Commissioner who expressed concern about possible Brown Act violation.  


Transportation Manager Semaan related his understanding that it is acceptable for Commissioners to discuss a topic in an open forum as long as they are not a quorum of Commissioners.


Commissioner Clounch questioned how he could be an interested homeowner and attend homeowners association meetings where traffic issues are often discussed.


Transportation Manager Semaan clarified that participating in such discussions is not a violation of the Brown Act but is more of an ethical and conduct violation.  He stated that a Commissioner should not attend a gathering of this nature, outside the scope of the Commission, because he or she would be getting a different perspective, 

understanding, and knowledge of an item that may come before the Commission.  He explained that a Commissioner would have an unfair advantage over the other Commissioners and that it is important for Commissioners to receive the same amount of information at the same time about a particular topic.


Commissioner Lewis stated that he asked staff to bring this item before the Commission just to remind Commissioners to be careful outside of Commission meetings.  


When Commissioner Sargent commented that everybody comes with their own perspective about everything, Transportation Manager Semaan stated that there is a difference between inherent knowledge and knowledge that is received.


Transportation Manager Semaan expressed appreciation to the City Attorney’s Office for providing the information requested.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8A.
Vice-Chairperson Galvin stated that she would not be present at the May 4, 2009 Commission meeting.

8B.
Transportation Manager Semaan stated that protective permissive left-turn signal operations are planned for the intersections of Rolling Hills Road and Fallenleaf Drive as well as Torrance Boulevard and Anza Avenue.

8C.
Transportation Manager Semaan informed Commissioner Rische that he relayed his concerns about signage visibility on Carson Street to Public Works staff.

8D.
Transportation Manager Semaan distributed the City Traffic Engineers Association meeting minutes of February 11, 2009, noting that the Workshop has been postponed until 2010.

8E.
Transportation Manager Semaan stated that parking on the north side of Maricopa Street is being considered.


8F.
In response to Commissioner Clounch’s inquiry, Officer Farley provided clarification that streets need to be clearly posted in order to cite parked vehicles.

8G.
Commissioner Tsao inquired about cameras at the intersection of Sepulveda Boulevard and Anza Avenue and Project Manager Sedadi advised that the Intelligent Transportation System will be implemented once Los Angeles County takes it to the Board of Supervisors for approval. 

9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:02 p.m., Vice-Chairperson Galvin adjourned the meeting to Monday, May 4, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.
Approved as Submitted
June 1, 2009

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
Deborah Shaffer
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