     February 2, 2009
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 2, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Lewis.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Galvin, Lewis, Rische*, Sargent, Tsao, and Chairperson Santome.

Absent:
None.
Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, 

Torrance Police Captain Smith,

Torrance Police Lieutenant Megeff, and

Torrance Police Officer Farley.
*Commissioner Rische arrived at 7:04 p.m.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Tsao moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Lewis seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval. 

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   JANUARY 5, 2009
MOTION:  Commissioner Galvin moved for the approval of the January 5, 2009 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (with Commissioner Sargent abstaining).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1


None.

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION

None.


8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8A.
Transportation Manager Semaan introduced Commissioner Sargent and Torrance Police Officers.

8B.
Commissioner Sargent relayed a suggestion to install a left-turn signal for north/south as well as east/west at Maple Avenue and Torrance Boulevard.


Transportation Manager Semaan advised that he would pass on the suggestion to Public Works staff who do traffic analysis.

8C.
Commissioner Sargent suggested installing protective-permissive left-turn signals at intersections where it makes sense in the City.


Transportation Manager Semaan stated that change-outs are part of the proposed capital improvement project funding cycle but that the program has not been adopted or approved by City Council yet.

8D.
Commissioner Tsao welcomed Commissioner Sargent to the Commission and stated that he has received complaints about construction on Torrance Boulevard.


Transportation Manager Semaan stated that Public Works staff is overseeing implementation of the project, that it is a well-coordinated effort, is a month ahead of schedule, and that they are not redoing similar construction but are doing different kindssegments of construction.  

8E.
Commissioner Rische expressed concern that traffic signs on Carson Street and Lomita Boulevard are difficult to see and Transportation Manager Semaan stated that he would pass on his concern.

8F.
Commissioner Clounch relayed an inquiry regarding financial responsibility for paving on Cabrillo Avenue between Sepulveda Boulevard and Plaza del Amo.


Transportation Manager Semaan stated that the developer paid for paving up to the railroad tracks but would provide further confirmation.

8G.
Commissioner Clounch inquired about property granted to the development at Hawthorne Boulevard and Pacific Coast Highway.


Transportation Manager Semaan advised that the Planning Commission and City Council has conditioned the developer to design and construct or to fund the dedication and widening of the southeast corner to construct a northbound right-turn lane and an acceleration lane on Pacific Coast Highway in the eastbound direction.  He added that in certain cases conditions can be waived but in this case staff would not be willing to do so.

8H.
At Commissioner Clounch’s request, Transportation Manager Semaan explained the best procedure for a resident to request a public hearing.

8I.
Commissioner Galvin, referring to the development on Pacific Coast Highway and Hawthorne Boulevard, inquired how public parking can be taken over and given to a development.


Transportation Manager Semaan explained that a public street is to serve the general public and not for bus riders, that the City owned the street, and the City was willing to vacate and sell it.

8J.
At Commissioner Tsao’s request, Transportation Manager Semaan explained the purviews of Transportation Planning staff, the Planning Commission and the Traffic Commission.


Commissioner Lewis requested that staff bring back the specific purview of the Traffic Commission and reminded fellow Commissioners to be respectful and mindful of the Brown Act.


Chairperson Santome encouraged Commissioners to attend the next City Traffic Engineer’s training seminar.

8K.
Commissioner Rische inquired about activity at the Sunrise Living project on Via Valmonte and Hawthorne Boulevard and was advised by staff that the project is on hold.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:43 p.m., Chairperson Santome adjourned the meeting to Monday, April 6, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Amended
April 6, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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