January 5, 2009
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE TORRANCE TRAFFIC COMMISSION

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Traffic Commission convened in a regular meeting at 7:01 p.m. on Monday, January 5, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2. SALUTE TO THE FLAG
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Ulrich.

3. ROLL CALL
Present:
Commissioners Clounch, Lewis, Rische*, Tsao, Ulrich, and

Vice-Chairperson Galvin.

Absent:
None.
Also Present:
Transportation Manager Semaan, 

Project Manager Sedadi, and

Torrance Police Sergeant Wilk.


MOTION:  Commissioner Ulrich moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Rische for the January 5, 2009 meeting.  Commissioner Clounch seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

*Commissioner Rische arrived at 7:04 p.m.

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
MOTION:  Commissioner Ulrich moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Tsao seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (with Chairperson Santome abstaining).

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   DECEMBER 1, 2008
MOTION:  Commissioner Clounch moved for the approval of the December 1, 2008 Traffic Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Ulrich seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (with Chairperson Santome abstaining).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1


None.

7.
ITEMS UNDER CONSIDERATION

None.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2
8a.
SUMMARY OF ENTITLEMENTS OF KNOLLS LODGE, 23701 WESTERN AVE.

Transportation Manager Semaan reviewed cases that came before the Community Development Department regarding Knolls Lodge including the last entitlement approved by the Planning Commission in May 2000 and Conditional Use Permit 03-00025 in August 2003.  He noted that Resolution 00-00014 and staff report from CUP03-00025 were included in the material of record as well as supplemental correspondence received after agenda materials were prepared.  He requested that Commissioners review the materials and determine if they want an action item to be brought forward at a later date.


Commissioner Clounch asked to excuse himself from this item as a Commissioner as he lives within 500 feet from Knolls Lodge; however, he asked if he could voice his opinion as a citizen.


It was decided that Commissioner Clounch should leave the room during discussion on this item and that he could return and speak at the end of the discussion.  He left the meeting room at 7:10 p.m..


Responding to Commissioner Ulrich’s inquiry, Transportation Manager Semaan stated that he did not know why Condition #11, specifying no vehicular access from Walnut Street or the new cul de sac, was added by the Planning Commission.


In response to Commissioner Galvin’s inquiry, he advised that the Traffic Commission is an advisory body to the City Council, that it cannot modify the condition, and that the item would need to return to the Planning Commission for reconsideration.


Debbie Vicars, Western Avenue, Homeowner President of Knolls Lodge/Manor, discussed the recent fire at the Lodge and stressed the need for the back gate to be open.  She suggested that the gate remain open from early morning to 9:00 p.m.


She was directed to voice her concerns at a Planning Commission meeting and to request that an item be placed on an agenda.


At 7:18 p.m., Don Clounch, West 238th Street, returned to the meeting room and stated that he interprets the Conditional Use Permit differently, that restriction of access was intended for the new development and not the whole park.  He noted that morning and evening access on 238th Street and Western Avenue is dangerous and requested that an item be placed on a future agenda in order to resolve the problem.


Roger Stickney, Park Street, stated that Emergency Services should review the situation.

8b.
INFORMATION REQUESTED BY TRAFFIC COMMISSION RELATED TO PARK STREET

Transportation Manager Semaan reviewed correspondence, traffic data collection, and an angle parking scenario included in agenda attachments.  He reiterated that the item at this meeting is neighborhood concerns with existing traffic circulation and parking, not about entitlements that were approved by the Planning Commission for the development planned for the southeast corner of Pacific Coast Highway and Hawthorne Boulevard.  He added that the item has been appealed and is scheduled to go before City Council on January 13, 2009.


Commissioner Rische received clarification from staff that the planned development has adequate parking spaces for what it is entitled to and that no variances were requested.


Responding to Chairperson Santome’s inquiry, Transportation Manager Semaan explained that the west side of Park Street was selected for the angle parking scenario due to circulation and curb cuts.  He added that the project will have its own angle parking spaces on 242nd Street.


When Commissioner Clounch suggested installation of a barrier down the middle of 242nd Street to prevent cut-through traffic, staff advised that there was not sufficient room.  


Tony Alessi, Park Street, distributed photographs showing the parking situation on 242nd Street at 6:45 a.m.  He maintained that people utilizing the commuter bus service are taking up existing parking spaces and that diagonal parking would make sense.  He expressed concern that the development will bring more traffic on Park Street.


Larry Mikelson, Park Street, expressed frustration that the Traffic Commission is unable to consider the impacts to the neighborhood that the development will bring.  He discussed a traffic study for the project that showed an increase of 1,000 vehicles per day along Hawthorne Boulevard and Pacific Coast Highway and estimated that 20-25% of those would go down Park and Ward Streets.  He questioned the accuracy of the parking scenario prepared by staff and suggested using a 60 degree rather than 45 degree angle. He added that the diagonal parking on 242nd Street for the project will be taken up by commuters.


Roger Stickney, Park Street, stated that residents are not utilizing their garages and that there are sufficient parking spaces available during the day.  He stated that the biggest problem with the development is its proximity to the corner, adding that it is an unsafe location for fast food.  He noted that there are currently approximately 10 commuters utilizing available parking spaces and suggested installing “intelligent” parking meters for them at another location farther down Hawthorne Boulevard.  He stated that blocking off Park Street was not a good solution, that diagonal parking would narrow the street, and that a speed survey should be conducted before installing diagonal parking  He recommended waiting to see what happens after the development has been completed.  


Jan Fitzpatrick, Park Street, stated that she has the same concerns as Mr. Mikelson.


Susan Kimberly, Park Street, expressed concern about increased traffic, pedestrian safety, speeding, and parking problems on Park Street.


Transportation Manager Semaan stated that 45 degree parking maximizes parking spaces and concurred that it would narrow the street.  He stated that one of the conditions of approval for the development is to have a dedicated northbound right turn lane from 242nd Street to Pacific Coast Highway in order to minimize cut-through traffic. He added that the median south of 242nd Street will also be extended and connected to the berm that is north of 242nd Street on Hawthorne Boulevard.


Commissioner Galvin received clarification from Transportation Manager Semaan that the diagonal parking on 242nd Street will be part of the development property.  When she suggested relocating the commuter bus stop, he offered to explore the possibility with transit operators.  He explained that the Traffic Commission could request an action item to consider closing off Park Street or installing diagonal parking but that there would have to be a notification process and consensus of involved parties.


Commissioner Lewis recommended waiting until the project is complete before conducting traffic counts or taking mitigation measures to make sure the Commission is making the right decision.  He requested that Sergeant Wilk request additional enforcement in the area to deal with speeding.


Responding to Commissioner Rische’s inquiry, Transportation Manager Semaan explained that the west side of the street was selected for the parking scenario based on outbound circulation and number of spaces.


Commissioner Tsao recommended that the Commission review the situation at least every six months.


Chairperson Santome expressed concern that with angle parking it is nearly impossible to close off the street at 242nd Street.  He stated that it was important to consider neighbors on Ward Street and even Madison Street.  He cautioned against fixing the problem prematurely and recommended waiting three months after the project is concluded to see what problems may develop.


Commissioner Galvin requested that staff check into relocation of the bus stop, resolve the speeding issue, further investigate the possibility of diagonal parking, and to try to determine if all residents are in favor of it.


Commissioner Clounch noted that it may be two or three years before the project is complete and urged residents to voice their concerns at the January 13, 2008 City Council meeting.


Commissioner Ulrich assured residents that the Commission will do everything it can to adjust to the situation that is in the future that will bring different parameters.  He stated that it is hard to predict what the problems may be and that it is important not to move the problems onto different streets.


Commissioner Ulrich stated that this would be his last meeting on the Commission and that it has been as honor to have served the City.
Staff members and Commissioners expressed appreciation to Commissioner Ulrich for his service and bid him a fond farewell.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

At 8:32 p.m., Chairperson Santome adjourned the meeting to Monday, 
February 1, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room. 

Approved as Submitted

February 2, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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