November 21, 2006

MINUTES OF A JOINT MEETING OF THE TORRANCE

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND ENERGY CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION AND THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

1.
CALL TO ORDER



The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission 

convened in a joint meeting with Torrance City Council at 5:42 p.m. on Tuesday, 

November 21, 2006, at the West Annex meeting room at City Hall.

1A.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Griffiths, Minter, Reilly, Watson, and Chairperson



McCabe.




City Councilmembers Brewer, Drevno, McIntyre, Nowatka,




Sutherland, Witkowsky, and Mayor Scotto.


Absent:
Commissioner Chim.

Also Present:
City Manager Jackson, Assistant City Manager Giordano, 
City Attorney Fellows, City Clerk Herbers, 
Community Development Director Gibson, 
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna, 
Senior Planning Associate Lodan, and Finance Director Tsao.


Chairperson McCabe noted that Commissioner Chim was granted an excused absence at the November 2, 2006 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission meeting.

2.
FLAG SALUTE

Chairperson McCabe led the Pledge of Allegiance.

3.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

City Clerk Herbers confirmed that the agenda for this meeting was posted on November 17, 2006.

4.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS


Chairperson McCabe thanked Mayor Scotto and Councilmembers for the opportunity to meet together and Commissioners introduced themselves.


5.
DISCUSSION OF SIGNAGE ISSUES


Commissioner Minter reported that signage issues were the major concern of the Commission.  He noted that recently there has been an increase in the number of requests for electronic readerboard signs and that the Commission is working with staff to establish guidelines for their usage.


Chairperson McCabe stated that it was important to note that the Commission has been devoting more time and attention to environmental and energy conservation issues in the past year and a half.

6.
DVD PRESENTATION 


The Commission presented a DVD on sustainable building practices and the “green” movement in the City of Chicago. 

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

7A.
GREEN BUILDING


Commissioner Griffiths defined green building and presented reasons for its importance that include environmental, health and safety, economic, and community benefits.  He discussed incentives for the City as well as the importance of the City to set an example, promote and educate, provide incentives to builders and developers, and develop a public recognition program.


Mayor Scotto received clarification from City Attorney Fellows that the City would be allowed to expedite plan checks and reduce permit fees as an incentive for developers to use green building.


Chairperson McCabe noted that other cities were offering incentives and requested that City Council adopt the pilot green building program that has been chosen by the local Green Building Consortium as a first step in the right direction.


Responding to Mayor Scotto’s inquiry, Community Development Director Gibson stated that at present staff did not have green building educational expertise but that staff could be trained over time.


Deputy Community Development Director Cessna added that internal infrastructure could be developed after information is offered to the public and developers.

Community Development Director Gibson noted that there was an item on tonight’s City Council meeting agenda to consider adopting the pilot green building program.

Councilmember Witkowsky noted that the public is ready for green building practices whether there are incentives or not.


7B.
RECYCLING

Commissioner Reilly gave a power point presentation on recycling in the City and offered suggestions to enhance the program that include:  promote awareness at PTA meetings and in Homeowner Association newsletters, require gardening retail stores to offer composting classes, recycling compliance at apartment buildings, link with school science, Boy, and Girl Scout programs, and require ice cream vendors to promote trash containment.


Mayor Scotto stated that the Sanitation District is discussing implementation of a green waste program and that it was important to find a way to encourage recycling at apartment buildings.


City Manager Jackson noted that a pilot green waste program in two areas of the City is coming forward for City Council consideration.  He offered to explore options for requiring recycling at apartment buildings with the City Attorney’s office and suggested that the Commission meet with Public Works staff to explore future recycling trends.


Councilmember Witkowsky noted that City Council receives requests on a weekly basis from apartment dwellers about implementing a recycling program. 

7C.
GREEN POLICIES

Chairperson McCabe presented green policies that the City could implement for purchasing that encourages suppliers to use environmentally sustainable processes and products, ensures that where appropriate environmental criteria are used in awarding City contracts, and specifies use of environmentally preferred products, materials, and services.


Councilmember Witkowsky pointed out that increased costs would need to be considered and City Manager Jackson stated that they would be part of the evaluation process.

7D.
PUBLIC OUTREACH

Commissioner Watson suggested ways to educate the public about green practices that include upgrading the website, providing referrals, and initiating a recognition program.  She distributed a list of websites that offer green building information to architects, designers, and engineers as well as a flier on next month’s United States Green Building Council’s Los Angeles Chapter 2nd Annual Green Gala “Swing Into Green.”


Councilmember Nowatka stated that a commitment to green building practices could be included in the upcoming Strategic Plan process.


Mayor Scotto encouraged the Commission to be involved in the Strategic Plan update that will begin in the next few months.


In response to Mayor Scotto’s inquiry, City Manager Jackson stated that Torrance Unified School District asked the City to assist with its recycling program and has been involved in the reclaimed water lines. 


Councilmember Witkowsky shared information about her participation with Recycling Coordinator Sherman in volunteering at a City elementary school. 

7E.
OPPORTUNITIES AND NEEDS
 
Chairperson McCabe stated that he hoped that City Council would adopt the pilot green building program at tonight’s meeting and make it a requirement for City buildings in the future.  He stated that the Commission would also like to see the policy statement implemented.  He further discussed the importance of implementing reporting requirements with other departments.


City Manager Jackson advised that the Commission could ask for reports from any department on its recycling efforts.  He noted that a report from the Public Works Department on its usage of recyclable materials would be of interest to the Commission and offered to provide reports of major accomplishments in the City to the Commission.


Councilmember McIntyre suggested that the Commission discuss environmental efforts with the Parks and Recreation Department. 

8.
ENERGY MATTERS

8A.
OPPORTUNITIES

Chairperson McCabe distributed information about the SBCCOG Energy Assessment performed on September 15, 2005 that included recommended energy conservation opportunities.


City Manager Jackson suggested that the Commission speak with General Services about the audit.

8B.
RENEWABLE GOALS
9.
CONCLUSION


Chairperson McCabe expressed appreciation for the opportunity to exchange ideas with City Council.


Mayor Scotto requested copies of all slides and stated that City Council would like to try to address some of the issues presented at this meeting.  He suggested that the Commission and City Council meet again in approximately six months.


Community Development Director Gibson recommended that appropriate departments be asked to provide updates to the Commission on their environmental efforts.


City Manager Jackson suggested that the Commission take and analyze information regarding recycling for apartment buildings and make its recommendations to City Council.

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS


None.

11.
ADJOURNMENT
At 6:51 p.m. City Council recessed to the City Council chambers for the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m.


The Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission adjourned to Monday, December 7, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room.

Approved as Submitted

February 1, 2007

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
PAGE  
1

Joint Meeting – Environmental Quality and 



 Energy Conservation Commission and 

Torrance City Council

November 21, 2006


