November 2, 2006

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:02 p.m. on Thursday, November 2, 2006, in the West Annex Meeting Room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:


Present:
Commissioners Chim, Griffiths, Minter, Reilly, Watson*, and

Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
None.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna, 




Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones, and




Senior Planning Associate Santana.

*Commissioner Watson arrived at 7:35 p.m.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairperson McCabe.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA



MOTION:  Commissioner Chim, seconded by Commissioner Griffiths, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

4A.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC


None.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MEETING OF OCTOBER 5, 2006


MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved to approve the October 5, 2006 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation meeting minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded the Commissioner Minter and passed by unanimous voice vote approval (absent Commissioner Watson, abstention by Commissioner Reilly).


6.
SIGN HEARINGS

Chairperson McCabe explained the policies and procedures of the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission, including the right to appeal decisions to City Council.


6A.
SNP06-00006:  ST. CATHERINE LABOURE PARISH AND SCHOOL – 


3846 REDONDO BEACH BOULEVARD

Request:
One 8’ x 15’ high, double-face, internally illuminated pole sign electronic readerboard.  The sign will be located on the southwest corner of Redondo Beach Boulevard and Ainsworth Avenue.

     TOTAL REQUEST:  120 SQUARE FEET

Recommendation:

Staff recommends approval of the request with the following conditions:

1. Copy on the readerboard shall remain still for 3 to 4 seconds.

2. No running, blinking, or flashing copy or graphics including video.

3. No political advertisement shall be allowed.

4. Maximum illumination shall be reduced 35% to 50% at dusk.

5. Time and space shall be allowed for civic announcements and events.

6. Illumination shall be extinguished by 9:00 p.m. nightly.

7. Other than civic events, readerboard messages shall be limited to St. Catherine church and school activities.  Advertisement for off-site businesses, other churches, or private parties shall be prohibited.

8. The site address shall be placed on the pole sign.

With the aid of signs, Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones introduced the request.  She noted that currently the church has no illuminated signage but expressed concern that the proximity of an illuminated ground sign to residential uses could create a nuisance.  She stated that staff would like to work with the applicant to ensure the appropriate location for the sign, adding that if it is determined to be the optimal location, staff requests that the applicant replace a tree that would be removed.

In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Deputy Director Cessna advised that final readerboard guidelines would be brought back to the Commission at the December 7, 2006 meeting.  She noted that the applicant’s request falls within the church/school/non-profit category that has been determined to be an appropriate use for electronic readerboards.

When Commissioner Griffiths expressed concern about potential for vandalism due to the height and proximity of the sign to an adjacent wall, Deputy Director Cessna indicated that the applicant would be responsible for keeping the sign in good repair. 

Responding to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Deputy Director Cessna advised that approval of a replacement tree by the Planning Department could be added as a condition of approval.  


MOTION:  At 7:11 p.m., Commissioner Minter, seconded by Commissioner Reilly, moved to open the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Kathleen Vorsey, Redondo Beach, representing St. Catherine Laboure Parish and School, stated that appropriate locations for signage on the property was limited but that she was willing to work with staff to determine an optimal location for the request.  She indicated that she did not want to eliminate a tree but planned to place a brick area with greenery along the wall.  She stated that the school and church were sensitive to the residential neighborhood and was in agreement with staff’s recommended conditions.


Roy Courtney, LMC Permit Service, provided clarification that the sign would be amber single color and that illumination was programmable.


Responding to Commissioner Griffiths’ inquiry, Ms. Vorsey described typical church and school related messages that would be placed on the sign, adding that the school has 475 students and that night activities end at 9:00 p.m.

A brief discussion centered on adding allotment of available time for civic announcements in the guidelines.

Commissioner Minter stated that an electronic readerboard would not fit in with the church’s architecture and questioned if the request was the appropriate sign for the location.


MOTION:  Commissioner Minter, with a second by Commissioner Reilly, moved to close the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved for the approval of SNP06-00006 with staff recommendations and with the added condition that replacement of the tree be approved by the Planning Department.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion. The motion passed as reflected in the following roll call vote: 


AYES:

Commissioners Chim, Griffiths, Reilly, and McCabe.


NOES:

Commissioner Minter.


ABSENT:
Commissioner Watson.

6B.
SNP06-00005:  SOUTH END RACKET AND HEALTH CLUB – 

2800 SKYPARK DRIVE

Request:
One 9’6” x 17’ high, double-face, internally illuminated ground sign with a 7’ x 3’ high electronic readerboard cabinet.  The sign is manufactured of stone veneer with two cabinet areas made of sand finish stucco.  The business name and logo are on ceramic tile.  The sign will replace the existing manual readerboard sign on Skypark Drive. 

  TOTAL REQUEST:  161.5 SQUARE FEET

Recommendation:

Staff recommends denial of the proposed ground sign. 

With the aid of signs, Sr. Environmental Quality Officer Jones presented the request for a 17’ high electronic readerboard sign to replace the existing manual readerboard sign.  She showed slides of existing signage on the property, noting that the manual readerboard is in need of refurbishment.  She explained that staff recommends denial of the request because it is a single tenant commercial use and the proposal does not fit with the character of existing signage on the property.  She noted that there are several businesses inside the facility that include a chiropractor, catering, and banquet facilities.

*Commissioner Watson arrived at 7:35 p.m.

Commissioners received clarification that the existing manual readerboard sign is 12’8” high and 9’8” wide and that there was no plan to remove trees.  

MOTION:  At 7:37 p.m., Commissioner Reilly, seconded by Commissioner Griffiths, moved to open the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

Hooshang Nader, Operations Manager, stated that the request was because the existing sign is archaic and deteriorating, to advertise the banquet facilities and tournaments, on-going vandalism, to increase visibility, and difficulty in changing letters.  

Gus Navarro, sign contractor, noted that there was over 2,000 feet of frontage and no nearby residential uses.  He stated that the applicant wanted to advertise events and to identify services that are provided.  

Deputy Director Cessna provided clarification that the approximately eight independent businesses are considered ancillary to the main use and do not factor into signage allotment.  

Responding to Commissioner Griffiths’ inquiry, Mr. Navarro stated that the proposed sign was a single color amber monochrome unit. 

Sorin Done, architect, described the proposed stone veneer, ceramic tiles, and stucco finish. 

In response to Commissioner Chim’s inquiry, Mr. Nader stated that advertisement of his business was minimal, and that most clients come from drive by and referrals.  He described activities and classes offered at the Club, noting that there are approximately 2,500 memberships in addition to 1,000 seniors served.

Chairperson McCabe initiated a brief discussion about alternatives to discourage vandalism that include placing the sign higher and covering it with plexiglass.

When Commissioner Chim pointed out that most athletic clubs do not have signs, Mr. Nader stated that the main reason for the request was to advertise banquet facilities that are a large part of his business.  He described examples of messages that would be placed on the sign that includes hours of operation, membership offers, tournaments, junior lifeguard programs, and banquet parties.

Commissioner Reilly agreed with the applicant that it is easy to pass the driveway and that there should be some kind of signage to advertise the activities.

Commissioner Watson stated that the current sign needed to be replaced but expressed concern about what would be posted and if the sign needed to be electronic.

Commissioner Griffiths stated that the proposed architecture was appropriate and that an electronic readerboard would provide many beneficial uses, but noted that a manual readerboard could serve the same purpose.

Deputy Community Development Director Cessna stated that the main difference is that a manual readerboard is more difficult to change and therefore less likely to be used for short-term messages.

Commissioner Minter concurred with staff recommendation to deny the request because the sign was too large and not appropriate for that location, and suggested that the applicant use other forms of advertising.

Mr. Navarro discussed the disadvantages of manual readerboards and benefits of electronic readerboards that includes energy savings.

Responding to Commissioner Reilly’s inquiry, Mr. Done stated that they were willing to work with staff to redesign the structure to make it shorter, but noted that the display area was only 20 square feet.

MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved to close the public hearing.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

Commissioner Griffiths stated that the request makes a reasonable case for an electronic readerboard due to the large amount of frontage, lack of illuminated signage on the property, the architectural design, and number of activities offered.  He expressed concern about potential content, and suggested that limitations be included as a condition for approval.

Commissioner Reilly concurred with Commissioner Griffiths but added that she would like to see the sign lowered.  She also pointed out the energy efficiency and safety issues for employees.

Commissioner Chim weighed factors on both sides, and stated that she would support the request due to the nature of the business as well as the large number of seniors served, adding that the sign would make the driveway more visible for seniors.

Commissioner Watson indicated that she was in favor of the request because the trees would balance the sign, the long frontage, it was a well-established business, and that the sign adds rather than detracts.

A brief discussion centered on limiting content to be time-specific for a particular event.

Commissioner Minter stated that no list of limitations was comprehensive enough, that there would never be a way to control content, and the best way to control content is not to approve the request.

When Chairperson McCabe suggested postponing a decision until next month when guidelines are finalized, it was agreed following discussion that Commissioners would still face the same dilemma.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Minter moved to concur with staff recommendation to deny approval of SNO06-00005.  The motion did not pass due to lack of a second.

MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved for the approval of SNP06-00005 subject to staff recommendations as follows:

1. The readerboard portion should be subordinate to the business name.  

2. The business name should be the larger top panel with the readerboard portion underneath.

3. The applicant should contact the FAA due to the proximity of the sign to the Airport.

4. Messages should be limited to club activities and not the advertising of specials.

5. The sign should be extinguished at the close of business each night.

6. No political advertisements are allowed.

7. Time and space is to be allowed for civic announcements.

8. Advertisement of off-site businesses or private parties is prohibited.

9. No running, blinking, or flashing copy, graphics or video.

          10.   Copy shall remain still for at least three seconds.

          11.  Consideration of lowering the height of the structure to be 12’ to 17’ to be negotiated between applicant and staff.

          12.  Exclusion of advertising of any services that are listed as sub-businesses within the facility. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Watson and passed 4-2 as reflected in the following roll call vote:

AYES:
  
Commissioners Chim, Griffiths, Reilly, and Watson.

NOES:   
Commissioners Minter and McCabe.

7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
PRESENTATION BY SUBCOMMITTEE CONSISTING OF COMMISSIONERS REILLY, GRIFFITHS AND CHAIR MCCABE TO DISCUSS THE JOINT MEETING WITH CITY COUNCIL AND TEQECC.


Chairperson McCabe presented a draft agenda for the November 21, 2006 joint meeting with City Council.  He requested that Commissioners provide comments and volunteer to discuss topics at the joint meeting.  


Commissioner Chim related her regrets that she will be unable to attend the joint meeting.


Chairperson McCabe presented a short video and recommended showing it during dinner.  He also presented sample policy statements that have been adopted by other cities.


Following discussion, it was decided that Chairperson McCabe would discuss the green policy statement, intern/staff training/new reporting relationships with other departments, and dedicated staff/funding.  Commissioner Minter volunteered to discuss signage, Commissioner Griffiths volunteered to discuss new green building information, City buildings, and incentives for green building and renovations.  It was determined that Commissioner Reilly would discuss recycling programs and Commissioner Watson would discuss the web site, promotion to public, events, and recognition.  Other topics for discussion under consideration include an energy audit, renewable goals, transportation fleet, and showing what other cities are doing.


Senior Planning Associate Santana provided information about a recognition program through the Economic Development Department and Fire Department as well as information about how interns are recruited.


Commissioner Reilly offered to provide an alternative means of presenting the information and end goals through a flow chart.


Selection of a dinner menu and seating arrangement were briefly discussed.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
9A.
Deputy Director Cessna informed Commissioners that an appeal by Cosmetic Dental Group was not filed by the deadline.

9B.
Commissioner Griffiths stated that he enjoyed the speaker at the South Bay Energy Savings Center workshop on November 2, 2006. 

9C.
Commissioner Chim discussed the October 20, 2006 memorial service for former Commissioner Peggy Basile and provided information about a green building bill signed by the Governor.

9E.
Commissioner Watson thanked staff for putting together the memorial service.

9F.
Chairperson McCabe thanked the subcommittee and Commissioners for their input regarding the joint meeting.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 10:12 p.m., Chairperson McCabe adjourned the meeting to Tuesday, November 21, 2006 at 5:30 p.m. in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room for a joint meeting with City Council; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.  The next regularly scheduled Commission meeting will be December 7, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room.

Approved as Submitted

February 1, 2007

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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