October 2, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:04 p.m. on Thursday, October 2, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim*, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, Watson, and

Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioner Decker.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna,

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones, and

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Duncan.

*Commissioner Chim arrived at 7:10 p.m.

MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved to grant Commissioner Decker an excused absence for the October 2, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Gobble seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Griffiths, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

None.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2008

Minutes were not available.

7.
SIGN HEARINGS

7A.
SNP08-00002:  FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH AND SCHOOL – 
2900 CARSON STREET
Request:
One 11’1” high x 8’1” wide internally illuminated double-face ground sign with an electronic reader board.  The sign cabinet is 4’ high x 7’10” wide, white background with black, white and teal copy, “First Lutheran Church and School”, with website and phone number.  The reader board portion is 3’2” high x 7’10” wide.  The sign will be at Carson Street, east of the driveway.




TOTAL REQUEST:  89.5 SQUARE FEET


Recommendation:



Staff recommends approval of the request with the following conditions:

1. Staff will work with applicant to ensure there is no line-of-sight issue 

       regarding  placement of sign;  

2. Illumination shall be extinguished by 9 p.m. nightly;

3. Copy on the reader board shall remain still for 3 to 4 seconds at a time;

4. No running, blinking or flashing copy or graphic and no video;

5. Maximum illumination or brightness shall be reduced at dusk;

6. Time and space shall be allowed for civic announcements and events;

7. Other than civic events, reader board messages shall be limited to First Lutheran Church and School activities;

8. Advertisement for off-site businesses, other churches or private parties shall be prohibited; and

9. All freestanding, temporary signage must be removed from the site.


With the aid of slides, Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones introduced the request and discussed staff’s analysis and recommendation.   She stated that there are single-family residential uses to the east, south, and north, and multi-family use to the west.  She noted that the applicant needs a sign to display information to the community regarding events and services offered at the location.

Deputy Director Cessna added that church and school facilities are viewed as appropriate for electronic reader board signage per the reader board guidelines.


In response to Commissioner Gobble’s inquiry, Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones stated that the overall height of the signage is 11’1”.


When Commissioner Chim questioned the use of the website and telephone number; staff explained that schools and churches are looked at differently than businesses.


Chairperson McCabe suggested that the word “events” be removed from conditions 6 and 7.

Chairperson McCabe explained policies and procedures of the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission, including the right to appeal decisions to the City Council.

MOTION:  At 7:19 p.m., Commissioner Chim moved to open the public hearing.  Commissioner Gobble seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


William Hurst, Flower Avenue, pastor, discussed the history of First Lutheran Church and School, congregation, school enrollment, and installation of a sanctuary.  He stated that the sign would allow them to communicate the many programs that the church and school offer and that the intent was to inform, not distract.  He noted that they were willing to provide public service announcements and that there would be no commercial use.


Responding to Commissioner Griffiths’ inquiry, he stated that the sign would be full color but that it was not their intent to utilize full-motion video.


Mark Hase, Encore Image, stated that the sign would use an LED operating system and that energy usage is less when using only copy.  

When Commissioner Gobble expressed safety concerns regarding pedestrians and blocked visibility due to the sign, 3’ block wall, and plantings, Mr. Hase responded that they are proposing a 5½’ set back from the sidewalk to increase visibility.

Mr. Hurst stated that the wall is required for the ADA ramp at the location and that he is willing to work with staff to ensure that safety is maintained.

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones conceded that staff was also concerned about line of sight and stated that a mock up test would be conducted.

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Reilly, moved to close the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

Commissioner Gobble recommended removal of some plantings and opening up approximately 5’ of the block wall.

Commissioner Griffiths expressed concern regarding sign illumination and residents of the neighboring apartment complex.

Mr. Hase stated that the sign automatically dims itself 30% at dusk, that it has programming capability and that a large parking lot separates the locations.

Deputy Director Cessna advised that there are mitigating measures that could be taken if it becomes an issue and, in response to Commissioner Chim’s inquiry, she stated that religious messages would be allowable.

MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to approve SNP08-00002 with the words “events” to be removed from conditions #6 and #7.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Decker).

7B.
SNP08-00001:  SOS STORAGE CENTER, 19840 PIONEER AVENUE
Request:
A) Two 6’ high x 10’ wide, double-face, internally illuminated ground signs, with stucco finish and painted to match the building.  Copy, “SOS STORAGE CENTERS” in red with black address numerals at bottom and logo.  One of the ground signs has a 1’4” high x 5’9” wide, electronic reader board cabinet at the bottom.  One sign will be located on the northwest corner of Madrona Avenue and Challenger Street and the other will be on the northwest corner of Pioneer Avenue and Challenger Street.








120.0 sq. ft.


B) Two 4’ high x 19’5” wide, internally illuminated channel letter wall signs mounted on raceways.  Raceways will be painted to match the building.  Copy, “SOS STORAGE CENTERS” in red, with a circular logo.  The signs will face south and east.








155.4 sq. ft.

C) Three 3’ high x 10’ wide cabinet wall signs.  Red background,

with white copy and logos, “SELF STORAGE”, “RV & BOAT STORAGE”, “WINE & VAULT STORAGE”.  The signs will face east.

90.0 sq. ft.






TOTAL REQUEST:  365.4 SQUARE FEET

Recommendation:


Staff recommends the following:


1.    Approval of two grounds, but without the electronic reader board cabinet;

2. Approval of two 4’ high wall signs for the north and east elevations with       modifications to the raceway;

3. Denial of the 3’ high cabinet signs of the east elevation.  However, staff recommends approval of one larger cabinet for this location;

4. Remove existing business park ground sign at Madrona Avenue and Challenger Street; and

5. If landscape is required to be removed for installation of a ground sign, it must be replaced elsewhere on the site.  The Planning Department staff must approve landscape material and location.

With the aid of slides, Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones discussed the request, staff’s analysis, and recommendation.  She noted that this single tenant, industrial use is not consistent with uses defined as appropriate for reader board signage as outlined in the guidelines.  She stated that staff supports the raceway concept but would prefer a taller, more decorative raceway that covers the entire sign and would recommend one larger cabinet sign centered on the building instead of three smaller signs along Madrona Avenue.


Responding to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, staff advised that the applicant is allowed 800 square feet of signage.


Commissioner Griffiths received clarification that staff was concerned about the verbiage of one of the smaller cabinet signs and that a single visible sign would look better.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Watson, moved to open the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Neil McNaught, TNT Electric Sign Inc., stated that SOS is a complete business center in addition to a storage facility and that requests are within size and type allowed in the Code.  He stated that they agree with staff recommendation except for removal of the electronic reader board, modification of the raceway, and one large cabinet sign that would not be aesthetically pleasing.  He added that no landscaping would be disturbed and that the existing business park ground sign has already been removed.


In response to Commissioners’ inquiries, he explained what vault storage is, stated that the reader board would be a one-color monochrome system and use only copy, and that it is an LED system.


Clayton Hill, Anastasi, Torrance Boulevard, stated that the property has 752 storage units of various sizes, 27 cameras, night-time security, and each vault area is individually alarmed.


At Chairperson McCabe’s request, Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones discussed staff’s recommendation for the raceway.


Mr. Hill stated that a full-size raceway would stand out too much in the entire complex and that the applicant would prefer to stay with what has been established in other locations with their logo.


Commissioner Reilly received clarification from staff that permitted banner signs would be allowed 90 days per calendar year whether or not the reader board is approved.


MOTION:  At 8:35 p.m., Commissioner Gobble moved to close the public hearing.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved for the approval of SNP08-00001 with the exception of the electronic reader board cabinet in the ground sign.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion.  A 5-1 roll call vote reflected as follows (absent Commissioner Decker):

AYES:   Commissioners Chim, Gobble, Griffiths, Watson, and Chairperson McCabe.

NOES:  Commissioner Reilly.


The Commission was in recess from 8:39 p.m. to 8:47 p.m.

8.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


8A.
ENERGY FAIR


Deputy Director Cessna reported that it is the recommendation of the Community Services Department that holding the Energy Fair at the Madrona Marsh Preserve would be preferable to Wilson Park.  She stated that Nature Center Manager Drake has hosted several events at the Marsh and that a grassy area could easily accommodate between 30 and 50 booths and that there is sufficient parking, adding that the recently acquired Chevron parcel could also be used for parking.  She advised that there would be no cost to the City and suggested April 11, 2009 or May 16, 2009 as possible dates.  She noted that an Earth Day event is already scheduled there for April 25, 2009 that would allow them the opportunity to publicize the Energy Fair.  


Commissioners expressed support for holding the event at the Marsh on May 16, 2009 as long as it is not the day of the Armed Forces Day parade.


Virginia Hilker, Environmental Priorities Network, also agreed that the Madrona Marsh Preserve would be a desirable venue.  She stated that she is delighted that an Energy Fair may become a Torrance creation for the South Bay.

8B.
TEQECC/COUNCIL JOINT MEETING

Deputy Director Cessna reported that the joint meeting of the City Council and Commission is scheduled for December 9, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room.  She stated that at the City Council meeting following the event the Green Action Team would be bringing forward a purchasing resolution as well as recognition of the coloring contest participants from the City Yard Open House.


Commissioner Gobble volunteered to try to solicit savings bonds from local banks for the contest participants.


Commissioners discussed possible topics for the joint meeting agenda that include a solar co-op, green building and incentives, the City’s purchasing policy, recycling for multi-tenants and businesses, the Energy Fair, budget and resources, and Torrance taking a leadership role.


Commissioner Reilly discussed an article in the Japan Times regarding a Danish island that has reduced its carbon footprint.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 

9A.
Deputy Director Cessna stated that staff would bring back the feral cat ordinance at the November Commission meeting.

9B.
Commissioner Watson stated that October 16 is National Feral Cat Day.

9C.
Commissioner Gobble distributed information about the October 13-15, 2008 clean vehicle technology expo in the City of Ontario. 

9D.
Commissioners Gobble and Chim discussed the Environmental Services Center open house.


9E.
Commissioner Griffiths stated that he enjoyed the Long Beach Environmental Fair.

9F.
Commissioner Chim shared information about the science museum in the City of San Francisco, Walk to School day at Riviera Elementary School, and encouraged Commissioners to vote.

9G.
Commissioner Watson distributed information about sustainability in the City of Santa Monica and discussed recycling improvements in Greece.

9H.
Commissioner
 Gobble announced a fair at the Port of Long Beach on October 4, 2008.

9I.
Chairperson McCabe suggested that the Commission form standing sub-committees.

9J.
Chairperson McCabe stated that he purchased a solar fountain and a hemp shower curtain.
10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:58 p.m., Commissioner Griffiths moved to adjourn the meeting to November 6, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gobble and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
November 6, 2008

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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