September 7, 2006

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, September 7, 2006, in the West Annex Meeting Room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Griffiths, Reilly, Watson, 

and Chairperson McCabe. 

Absent:
Commissioners Chim and Minter.

Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna and

Environmental Quality Officer Jones.


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved to grant excused absences to Commissioners Chim and Minter for the September 7, 2006 meeting.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairperson McCabe.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA



MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly, seconded by Commissioner Watson, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Chim and Minter).

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MEETING OF JUNE 1, 2006


MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved to approve the June 1, 2006 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation meeting minutes as submitted.  The motion was seconded the Commissioner Reilly and passed by unanimous voice vote approval (absent Commissioners Chim and Minter, abstention by Chairperson McCabe).

5B.
MEETING OF AUGUST 3, 2006


Chairperson McCabe noted the following correction to the August 3, 2006 meeting minutes:

Page 3, paragraph 5, “…Waste Management Coordinator Sherman stated that the City’s waste was 80% commercial and 20% residential.”

MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved for the approval of the August 3, 2006 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation meeting minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded the Commissioner Watson and passed by unanimous voice vote approval (absent Commissioners Chim and Minter).

6.
SIGN HEARINGS


6A.
DISCUSSION OF ELECTRONIC READERBOARD POLICY

Environmental Quality Officer Jones introduced the item (material of record) and provided background information about electronic readerboard sign usage in Torrance and surrounding cities.  She showed slides of locations in the City that currently have electronic readerboard signs that also include cabinet signs placed in windows of some retail businesses.   She noted that requests for electronic readerboard signs have dramatically increased due to increased affordability, and that there are four pending requests currently on her desk.  She discussed the need for more guidelines to pinpoint the circumstances under which an electronic readerboard could be allowed and presented staff’s suggestions for operation guidelines.

Discussion centered on future sign technology and potential benefits of electronic readerboards that include using them as a resource for emergency information.  Staff suggested the possibility of restricting applications based on property size, frontage, lines of copy, usage, and number of tenants.  Commissioners suggested additional policy guidelines that limit sign size, brightness intensity, and subject matter being advertised.

Staff offered to contact sign companies regarding standard sizes and intensity ratings of electronic readerboards and the item was deferred to the October 5, 2006 Commission meeting for further consideration. 

6B.
DISCUSSION OF WINDOW SIGNAGE FOR FURNITURE STORES


Environmental Quality Officer Jones reported that staff sent informational letters to approximately 30 furniture stores in April 2006 advising them of allowable types of temporary window signage.  She stated that staff took pictures of every furniture store on the list on August 25, 2006 and showed slides of some of the stores that are in compliance and some in noncompliance.  She concluded that for the most part the letter made a difference, but that there are still continual violators.


Deputy Community Development Director Cessna described the notification, citation, and court procedure process, noting that it was an enforcement issue that requires considerable time and manpower.  She advised that at present there was not a nexus between a business license and being cited, but offered to discuss the possibility with the legal department.  She discussed the system for administrative sites that is being explored with the Fire Department but indicated that it would not be a viable option for sign violators.  She stated that staff members have been focusing primarily on banners and free-standing signage in the public right-of-way, but that window signs could be the next phase of their enforcement efforts.  She discussed the possibility of increasing the bail schedule as a disincentive for violators.


In response to Commissioner Watson’s inquiry, Environmental Quality Officer Jones clarified that a temporary sign could be continuous as long as it does not exceed 25% of a window area, noting that safety concerns were addressed in the Municipal Code.


Commissioners asked staff to provide an update on the status of window sign violations in three months.


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly, seconded by Commissioner Watson, moved to open the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Chairperson McCabe welcomed audience member Keith Montoya.


Keith Montoya, Bernist Street, stated that he was interested in becoming a City Commissioner, was visiting several Commission meetings, and would be attending the Commissioner Certification Training session later this month.


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly, with a second by Commissioner Griffiths, moved to close the public hearing; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

7A.
TEQECC ANNUAL REPORT


Deputy Director Cessna presented the draft Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission Annual Report 2005-2006, noting that staff took away six months and added six months in order for the report to be on a July 1 to June 30 basis.  She advised that once approved the report would be forwarded to City Council at the end of the month for consideration.



A brief discussion centered on how the Commission oversees the Animal Control Program.



Commissioner Reilly discussed a recent billing problem that she had with the animal licensing subcontractor.



Chairperson McCabe suggested minor formatting changes to the report.



MOTION:  Commissioner Watson moved to approve and forward to City Council the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission Annual Report 2005-2006 as amended.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Chim and Minter). 

8.
NEW BUSINESS


8A.
DISCUSSION OF MEETING WITH CITY COUNCIL AND TEQECC


Deputy Director Cessna relayed City Council’s interest in participating in a joint dinner meeting with the Commission the first part of November 2006 before a City Council meeting.  She described various agendas and formats that the Council on Aging and Library Commission have followed when meeting with City Council.  


Commissioners offered suggestions for topics of discussion at the joint meeting that include showing a short video presentation on green building, asking City Council to adopt a blanket policy statement, allocation of resources to support environmental programs, green building regulations and codification, energy conservation, and a description of how the Commission has evolved to meet today’s needs.


Chairperson McCabe distributed copies of “Endorsing the U.S. Mayors Climate Protection Agreement” regarding the Kyoto Protocol as an example of a policy statement.


Commissioner Reilly volunteered to prepare strategy streams for presentation to City Council.

8B.
DISCUSSION OF ORAL COMMUNICATION RULES

Deputy Director Cessna reported that City Council changed their meeting protocol so that they now have a 30 minute period of time at the start of their meetings for oral communications, and that City Commissions have the option to adopt the new policy if they choose.


Commissioners expressed voice vote support for adoption of the new policy on oral communication rules.

9.
INFORMATION MATTERS


10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS


Items 9 and 10 were combined for this meeting.

10A.
Responding to Commissioner Griffiths’ previous suggestion to recognize a Torrance High School teacher, Deputy Director Cessna recommended that a “Green Pride in Torrance” award be presented in October 2006.

10B.
Environmental Quality Officer Jones informed Commissioners that there might be four readerboard sign hearings in October 2006.


Commissioner Reilly expressed concern about possible controversial content on readerboards.


Commissioner Griffiths stated that it was important to set policy guidelines that reflect a balance of 21st century technology in a way that is not going against what is desirable in the community.


Commissioner Watson suggested that recent requests for readerboards are a reflection of technology transition. 


Deputy Director Cessna offered to ask applicants to postpone sign hearings until readerboard policy guidelines have been established.

10C.
Commissioner Reilly requested an excused absence for the October 5, 2006 Commission meeting. 

10D.
Deputy Director Cessna stated that the tree planting memorial ceremony for former Commissioner Peggy Basile tentatively scheduled for September 12, 2006 may need to be rescheduled for a later date.

10E.
Commissioner Watson stated that the person who makes recycled rubber sidewalks was willing to give a presentation to the Commission in 2007.

10F.
Chairperson McCabe relayed interest expressed to him regarding green waste recycling.

10G.
Deputy Director Cessna advised that an item regarding adoption of the green building program would be going to City Council in late September or early October 2006.

10H.
Chairperson McCabe mentioned that there is a sign on the southwest corner of Wilson Park advertising homes for sale.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:14 p.m., Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Griffiths, moved to adjourn the meeting to Thursday, October 5, 2006 at 4:30 p.m. for a tour of the Recycle Center located at 19204 South Figueroa Street in the City of Gardena.  The tour will be followed by the regular Commission meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Commission Meeting Room; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

Approved as Submitted

October 5, 2006

s/    Sue Herbers, City Clerk  (lc)
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