August 7, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:03 p.m. on Thursday, August 7, 2008 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim, Decker, Gobble, Reilly, 

Watson, and Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioner Griffiths.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna and

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly, seconded by Commissioner Watson, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
Debra Corwin, Bulova Street, PURRfect Partners, distributed literature and requested that the Commission support an ordinance that would require mandatory neuter/spay of all dogs and cats, with exceptions that include service animals and breeders.  She noted that Assemblyman Lieu and Don Knabe both supported the proposed ordinance and discussed some of the problems involved with dog and cat overpopulation and abandonment in the City.   


Deputy Director Cessna advised that staff would be bringing back the ordinance addressing the feeding of feral cats on City property in October 2008 and suggested placing consideration of mandatory spaying and neutering on that meeting’s agenda.


Al Shadbourne, West 235th Street, discussed problems with overgrown weeds on empty lots and sidewalks in his neighborhood and the difficulty in finding the City Department responsible for weed abatement. 


Deputy Director Cessna stated that the Fire Department would be responsible if there was a fire hazard; otherwise, the appropriate department to contact is the Environmental Division.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
JUNE 5, 2008

Commissioner Gobble noted that Commissioner Griffiths requested an excused absence for the August 7, 2008 meeting.


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Griffiths for the August 7, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved for the approval of the June 5, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Griffiths).

7.
OIL MATTERS

7A.
REQUEST FOR ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION FOR OIL08-00003, S & C OIL COMPANY, 2425 W. 228TH STREET

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones reported that the owner has agreed to all conditions and Chairperson McCabe signed the Resolution allowing a time extension for the existing non-conforming oil site located at 2425 West 228th Street.

8.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS


8A.
GREEN PRIDE IN TORRANCE AWARDS FOR GIRL SCOUTS WHO ASSISTED WITH THE CITY YARD OPEN HOUSE


Callie Cessna accepted a Green Pride in Torrance Award on behalf of Troop 273 for their assistance at the June 7, 2008 City Yard Open House.  She described their assistance at the ladybug booth and provided a slide presentation of entries into the coloring contest.

8A.
ENVIRONMENTAL FAIR



Deputy Director Cessna presented potential dates for an Energy Fair based on availability of facilities at the Cultural Arts Center.  She stated that there are no Saturday dates available and recommended Sunday, May 31 or June 21, 2009.  She noted that rental of facilities and staff time would cost approximately $3,000 and advised that an item would be prepared for City Council once the Commission comes to consensus on a proposed date and location.


Commissioner Watson pointed out that World Environment Day is June 5, 2009.

MOTION:  At 7:43 p.m., Commissioner Gobble moved to open the public hearing.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Al Shadbourne, West 235th Street, discussed a successful energy fair in the City of South Pasadena and encouraged Commissioners to contact them regarding their budget and sponsorship of the event.


David Dutra, Arlington Avenue, Energy Fair Chairman, Environmental Priorities Network, suggested focusing on aspects of the Fair that assist people with their economic hardships and perhaps even removing the word “environment” from the name of the event.


Commissioners Reilly and Watson expressed concern regarding lack of visibility at the Cultural Arts Center and suggested Wilson Park as an alternative venue, perhaps following a Farmers’ Market.

Commissioner Gobble initiated a brief discussion regarding the necessity of presenting a more definitive budget plan to City Council.


Deputy Director Cessna offered to check on availability at Wilson Park and stated that both locations, a range of possible dates, and the intention to solicit corporate sponsorship could be presented to City Council.  She advised that she would bring back a draft item for City Council at the September Commission meeting.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to close the public hearing at 8:00 p.m.  Commissioner Decker seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Commissioners Decker, Gobble, and Watson volunteered to serve on a subcommittee to coordinate with staff in planning the Energy Fair.

8C.
GENERAL PLAN NOISE ELEMENT

Deputy Director Cessna presented the final first draft of the Noise Element for the General Plan for the Commission’s review and comment.  She noted that the draft would be forwarded to the EIR consultant, that there would be several more opportunities for input, and that the EIR process is approximately nine months.


When Commissioner Decker noted that there was no mention of time limits for building, staff explained that it was too specific for the General Plan.


Commissioner Decker initiated a brief discussion regarding jet noise in the City.


Commissioner Gobble noted that various traffic noises are mentioned in the document, but expressed concern about enforcement. 


Deputy Director Cessna responded that they are technically vehicle code violations and are citable.


Commissioner Reilly brought up sweep sweepers at major complexes and Deputy Director Cessna stated that there is a specific Torrance Municipal Code that addresses that.


Chairperson McCabe suggested that creating railroad “quiet zones” be included in the Element and a formal part of the planning process.  

Discussion followed regarding train noise, horn blowing, railroad crossing upgrades, freight trains having too many cars, coupling and uncoupling in residential areas, and federal regulations.  


Al Shadbourne, West 235th Street, expressed his opinion that motorcyclists should be cited for not having mufflers. 


Commissioners stressed the importance of exploring new technologies that minimize noise that include reversing sound by sending out sound waves and building buffer walls in the northern part of the City.


A brief discussion centered on the problem of lawn mowers and leaf blowers and it was decided to further consider the item when the AQMD representative comes back to the October or November 2008 Commission meeting.


When Commissioner Reilly brought up City regulation of bus idle time, Deputy Director Cessna stated that she would check with the Transit Department.

9.
NEW BUSINESS
9A.
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON

Deputy Director Cessna noted that the new Chairperson is required to attend a Commissioner Training session on August 22, 2008.


Commissioner Gobble, with a second by Commissioner Chim, nominated Commissioner Reilly as Chairperson of the Commission.  Commissioner Reilly declined the nomination because she is unable to attend the Chair Training.


Commissioner Watson nominated Chairperson McCabe as Chairperson and Commissioner Reilly as Vice-Chairperson of the Commission.  Chairperson McCabe indicated that he would attend the Chair Training.


MOTION:  Commissioner Chim moved for a unanimous ballot to elect Chairperson McCabe as Chairperson and Commissioner Reilly as Vice-Chairperson of the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Griffiths).


Deputy Director Cessna reported that the Building Department is working on new codes for green building and is leaning more towards LEED rather than Build it Green standards.  


In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, she advised that it would be approximately two years before a program is officially adopted and implemented.

Deputy Director Cessna stated that the South Bay Environmental Services Center is in the process of gathering records from Edison and the Gas Company.  She noted that a new intern will begin in one to two weeks to do the actual computer input to establish a baseline.


She provided two tentative dates—November 18, 2008 and December 9, 2008—for the joint meeting with City Council and discussed future Commission agenda items that include oil hearings, a readerboard request, and visits by the AQMD representative and Recycling Coordinator Sherman.


Chairperson McCabe expressed support for focusing and making specific recommendations regarding recycling, green building, and the need for additional resources at the City Council/Commission joint meeting.


Commissioner Gobble initiated a brief discussion regarding wind turbines and the controversy surrounding the proposal for one at Hickory Elementary School.

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 

10A.
Commissioner Decker discussed the need to encourage homeowners to change their way of living and be more “green.”

10B.
Commissioner Reilly stressed the importance of focusing on recycling for multi-unit residences.

10C.
Commissioner Watson expressed appreciation to staff for all their efforts at the City Yard Open House as well as Library staff for the joint presentation of “Who Killed the Electric Car?”

10D.
Chairperson McCabe stated that he enjoyed seeing T. Boone Pickens.
 

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:34 p.m., Commissioner Decker moved to adjourn the meeting to September 4, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gobble and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

September 4, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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