August 3, 2006

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:02 p.m. on Thursday, August 3, 2006, in the West Annex Meeting Room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:


Present:
Commissioners Chim, Griffiths, Minter, Reilly, Watson, and




Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
None.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna and 




Waste Management Coordinator Sherman.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairperson McCabe.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA



MOTION:  Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Reilly, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were not available.

*

Chairperson McCabe explained the policies and procedures of the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission, including the right to appeal decisions to the City Council.

6.
SIGN HEARINGS


6A.
SNP06-0000-5:  7-ELEVEN – 20301 HAWTHORNE BOULEVARD

Request:
One 6’ high x 8’7” internally illuminated, double-face ground sign with two tenant panels for 7-Eleven and Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf.  The sign will be located in the planter area on the north elevation (Del Amo Boulevard).

Recommendation:

The Environmental staff recommends approval of the second ground sign as requested.

Deputy Community Development Director Cessna reviewed the request, noting that there are visibility and design factors to support an additional ground sign.  She stated that there may be issues of redesign and relocation of the ground signs but staff was comfortable that it could work out the details with the proponents. 

Robert Mountain, Young Electric Sign Company, Ontario, California, presented a site plan showing the proposed location of the ground signs.  He requested installation of a small 7-Eleven logo on the tower to enhance visibility traveling southbound on Hawthorne Boulevard.  

Deputy Director Cessna responded that it may be on the leasehold of Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf but that staff would be willing to work with the applicant on the request.  

When Commissioner Reilly noted that there was a sign in the window of 7-Eleven, Mr. Mountain stated that he would look into having it removed.

MOTION:  Commissioner Minter moved for the approval of SNP06-00005 as submitted with 1) a finding of fact that the design of the center makes visibility an issue and makes the two ground signs necessary and 2) that applicant works with staff on relocation of existing ground sign and location of requested ground sign. Commissioner Reilly seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.   

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

7A.
RECYCLING UPDATE FROM ALISON SHERMAN, WASTE MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR



Waste Management Coordinator Sherman provided an overview of the City’s recycling program under the Public Works Department.  She reported that she is the liaison from the City to the State as a result of the passage of the California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 requiring all cities to reduce their waste by 50% by the year 2000.  She discussed efforts to reach this result and the challenge of determining whose waste is whose and reporting issues due to the use of commercial haulers in the City.  She advised that the City was placed on a compliance order a few years ago, and that recently the City submitted a report for 2004 that showed a 41% diversion rate.  She stated that since 2004 the City has added new programs and continued its recycling efforts, and was hopeful that the State would take this into consideration when they responded to the City’s report. 



She discussed new programs that include a construction and demolition program that requires at least 50% diversion of materials generated at a site as well as a commercial waste hauler program.  She noted that a consultant has proposed several programs that include a multi-family program, more commercial programs, and a combined effort with other departments to promote conservation.  She provided information about the City’s ongoing programs:  curbside recycling, composting workshops, household hazardous waste and electronics recycling, used oil and filters recycling, parks and special event recycling, the tire recycling pathway at Delthorne Park, a grant received by the Engineering Division to use rubberized asphalt for street resurfacing, elementary school outreach presentations, a reuse grant in conjunction with Trash for Teaching, internal City programs, its partnership with the Los Angeles Regional Agency, recognition awards for waste reduction, and hosting an annual environmental science fair in conjunction with the South Bay Business Environmental Coalition. 



Commissioner Reilly commented that the S.A.F.E. Collection Center in the City of San Pedro was convenient but underutilized, and suggested more promotion of it.  



Commissioner Griffiths suggested encouraging more Torrance school participation in the environmental science fair.



Chairperson McCabe requested that the Commission and staff be kept informed on the City’s recycling programs in a bi-monthly summary.  



Responding to Commissioner Watson’s inquiry, Waste Management Coordinator Sherman stated that the City’s recyclingwaste was 80% commercial and 20% residential.


7B.
GREEN BUILDING INFORMATION 



Deputy Director Cessna reported that the local Green Building Consortium has chosen to use the Alameda County Green Building program as a template.  She presented Green Building guidelines, green remodeling illustrations, a green points checklist, and a green home checklist included in the agenda material.  She noted that staff pulled information from the Alameda County Green Building booklet that could be put in the Building and Safety Office and on the website.  She also presented informational fliers from the City of Austin, Texas as well as a notice from the County Sanitation District discussing Certificates of Recognition given to local businesses for compliance with industrial waste requirements.  She noted that this information was accessible and easy to understand while the whole Alameda County Green Building booklet was lengthy, overwhelming, and technical.



In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Deputy Director Cessna briefly explained the goals and participants in the Green Building Consortium.



Commissioner Griffiths stated that he thought that the information was a great starting point to generate awareness.  He recommended providing incentives and promoting contractors who use green building techniques. 



When Commissioner Reilly suggested the possibility of providing workshops to educate contractors, Deputy Director Cessna stated that at present there was no in-house expertise on green building.



Commissioner Griffiths initiated a brief discussion regarding adding green building expertise to the job description for Building Department staff.  



Chairperson McCabe stated that the information was excellent and long overdue.



Commissioner Watson suggested that green building information be given out at the City’s boutiques and Farmers’ Market.


Deputy Director Cessna suggested that the green building information provided, up to the Green Points checklist, be presented as a City Council item or in a memo to City Council, and offered to repackage it with the assistance of Central Services. 



MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved for staff to prepare Green Building Guidelines and Green Remodeling Illustrations for public distribution.  Commissioner Watson seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval. 

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON


MOTION:  Commissioner Watson moved to re-elect Commissioner McCabe for Chairperson and Commissioner Minter for Vice-Chairperson for 2006-2007.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Reilly and passed by unanimous roll call vote.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

9A.
Commissioner Griffiths shared information about his tour of the landfill and new materials recovery facility in Puente Hills in June 2006.

9B.
Commissioner Griffiths noted that there has been no change in signage at the mattress store on Sepulveda Boulevard.

9C.  
Commissioner Griffiths announced the South Bay Energy Savings Center workshops on August 10-11, 2006.

9D.
Commissioner Minter discussed a problem that he had with a heavy odor coming from a residence in his neighborhood and wondered if there was any environmental way to handle situations such as this.


Deputy Director Cessna suggested contacting the AQMD that has the ability to measure odors.

9E.
Commissioner Chim stated that she had the opportunity to visit the Dow Chemical facility in Torrance, noting its excellent safety record.

9F.
Commissioner Chim encouraged Commissioners to see the film “Inconvenient Truth” by Al Gore.

9G.
Commissioner Reilly discussed her participation at the well-attended Flex Your Power event in July 2006.

9H.
Commissioner Watson stated that the July 30, 2006 Los Angeles Times article on pollution was very informative.

9I.
Commissioner Watson suggested that the Daily Breeze be considered for a Green Pride in Torrance award for their articles on conservation.

9J.
Commissioner Watson announced the Torrance Historical Society’s “Rock Around the Block” on August 17, 2006 and home tour on October 14-15, 2006.
9K.
Commissioner Griffiths recommended that a teacher and her science class at Torrance High School be recognized for their installation of solar panels.

9L.
Deputy Director Cessna distributed new Community Development organizational charts.


9M.
Deputy Director Cessna discussed the tree planting ceremony in honor of former Commissioner Peggy Basile that was tentatively scheduled for September 12, 2006 at Torrance Park.

9N.
Linda England, 227th Street, expressed concern about an “X-rated” billboard on Crenshaw Boulevard south of Sepulveda Boulevard and suggested that recycling containers be placed at El Camino College, City high schools, and commercial businesses such as 7-Eleven and Starbucks.  She also recommended that non recyclable take-out containers be banned in the City, that composting workshops be offered to homeowners associations, that residents be considered for recognition awards, and that a recycling “report card” and educational information on material recovery be placed on the website.

9O.
Deputy Director Cessna informed the Commission that a new Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commissioner would not be appointed until January 2007. 

9P.
Chairperson McCabe commended Ms. England for her suggestions.  He requested that staff bring forward a policy on readerboards, to get the Commission Annual Report back on track from July to July, and to prepare a master calendar for the Commission.  He discussed the importance of procurement, sharing the green building program formally with Torrance Unified School District, and posting energy conservation tips and a City audit on energy conservation on the website.  

9Q.
In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, Deputy Director Cessna advised that the draft of the General Plan update would be ready to go to Commissions in October or November 2006.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:16 p.m., Commissioner Reilly, seconded by Commissioner Watson, moved to adjourn the meeting to Thursday, September 7, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

Approved as Amended

September 7, 2006

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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