May 4, 2006

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 4, 2006, in the West Annex Meeting Room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:


Present:
Commissioners Chim, Griffiths, Minter, Reilly, Watson*, and



Chairperson McCabe.


Absent:
None.


Also Present:
Environmental Services Administrator Cessna and 




Building Inspector Sheldon.


* Commissioner Watson arrived at 7:15 p.m.


MOTION:  Commissioner Chim moved to grant an excused absence to Chairperson McCabe for the June 1, 2006 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission meeting.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG


The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Minter.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Minter, seconded by Commissioner Griffiths, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


Commissioner Griffiths suggested that the following information be added to the April 6, 2006 meeting minutes:

Page 5, Item 7B, paragraph 3, MOTION:  2:  “A permitted readerboard is not to exceed 5’2” in width.”


MOTION:  Commissioner Chim moved for the approval of the April 6, 2006 Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission meeting minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Watson and with Commissioner Reilly abstaining).

6.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

6B.
CONSIDERATION OF COMMISSION SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED 
ORDINANCE PROHIBITING SMOKING ON TORRANCE BEACH


This item was considered out of order.


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna reported that on May 9, 2006 City Council would be considering the proposed ordinance to prohibit smoking on Torrance Beach.    She explained that the proposed ordinance was an amendment to the current code that prohibits use, sale, and possession of alcoholic beverages on Torrance Beach. She discussed options that the Commission could take to show its position on the item.


Commissioner Griffiths stated that it was important for the Commission to have a voice and volunteered to represent the Commission at the May 9, 2006 City Council meeting.  


Commissioner Reilly stated that possession of tobacco products was too strong, noting that most people would not think of possession of a cigarette as being illegal.


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna suggested that the Commission take a position to amend the proposed ordinance that would strictly prohibit smoking on Torrance Beach.  


Commissioner Minter received clarification from staff that the proposed ordinance would prohibit all tobacco products, including chewing tobacco.


*Commissioner Watson arrived at 7:15 p.m.


Chairperson McCabe suggested that a finding of fact be included stating that part of the reason the Commission was choosing to endorse the prohibition was to unify neighboring beaches.


MOTION:  Commissioner Minter moved that the Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission would be supportive of the proposed ordinance to prohibit the use of tobacco products on Torrance Beach, but requested that City Council reconsider the proposed prohibition of possession of tobacco products on the beach. Commissioner Chim seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna offered to prepare a letter to be signed by Chairperson McCabe and presented at the May 9, 2006 City Council meeting.  

7.
NEW BUSINESS 

7A.
CONSIDERATION OF A MEMORIAL TREE IN HONOR OF COMMISSIONER 
PEGGY BASILE


This item was considered out of order.


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna provided an overview of the City’s Living Tree Dedication Program and suggested that a tree be planted in honor of former Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commissioner Peggy Basile.  


Commissioner Watson suggested that Torrance Park be considered for the memorial tree and that her family and the Library Commission be included in the dedication ceremony.


Scheduling a date for the planting ceremony was deferred to the June 1, 2006 Commission meeting.

6.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS
6A.
REVIEW OF GENERAL PLAN CONSERVATION ELEMENT GOALS, 
POLICIES AND OBJECTIVES


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna introduced the item and provided an overview of the Goals, Objectives, and Policies section of the Conservation Element.  She requested that Commissioners review the draft update in the workbooks provided and take action to affirm, modify, or delete each goal, objective, and policy.  She advised that consultants made changes to the current Element based on feedback received from staff, public workshops, and other sources within the community.  She welcomed input, noting that the General Plan consultants would be bringing the draft back again for review.  


Responding to Commissioner Minter’s inquiry, she explained that the General Plan is more focused on land use and planning decisions than on funding.  


Staff and Commissioners proceeded to go through each section of the workbook in the material of record and comments were recorded by staff.


Commissioner Griffiths suggested that the word “significant” be eliminated from Air Quality Objective 1.0.


Commissioner Chim stated that she read that Torrance has two of the top 10 polluting institutions in the State, noting that the South Bay area has never had a representative on the AQMD board.


A brief discussion centered on the possibility of modifying Policy 1.3 to state that achievement of clean air was a top priority of the City.


MOTION:  Chairperson McCabe moved to open the public hearing at 7:42 p.m.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Minter; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 


Referring to Policy 1.4, Commissioner Watson recommended increasing the focus on transit.


Commissioners offered suggestions for rewording Water Resources Policy 2.2 regarding seawater contaminated groundwater and desalination. 


Dale Lincoln, Wayne Avenue, suggested that the language in Policy 2.X be strengthened regarding use of native and drought-tolerant plants.


When Chairperson McCabe expressed concern that the Oil and Gas Production section seemed to endorse existing usage, Environmental Services Administrator Cessna noted that oil operations in the City have decreased significantly.  


A brief discussion centered on modifying Policy 3.2 to stress safety and environmental concerns of oil operation standards and deleting Policy 3.X.  


Commissioner Minter recommended the use of a stronger word than “encourage” in Oil and Gas Production Policy 3.3. 


Commissioner Griffiths suggested changing the word “collection” to “recycling” in Policy 5X under Waste Management and Recycling. 


Dale Lincoln, Wayne Avenue, questioned why Section 4: Reclaimed Land was deleted.  He stated that reclamation of marginal lands, such as quarry sites and sumps, needed to be appropriately addressed in the General Plan or a substantial amount of open space left in the City would be in limbo.  He cited Butcher Hill, Chandler Quarry, and sumps as examples of reclaimable land, noting that they are of great economic value to the City.


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna stated that she would check with consultants why the section was deleted.


Referring to Section 6: Torrance Beach, Mr. Lincoln stated that Torrance Beach was one of the most valuable assets to the City and suggested adding a policy to preserve and restore natural plant and animal habitat of its beach, slopes, dunes, and bluffs.  He discussed the possibility of the City obtaining the conservation easement for restoration of the beach bluffs.  


Responding to Commissioner Reilly’s inquiry, Commissioner Watson explained the Mills Act Property Tax Abatement Program.


Mr. Lincoln addressed the objective and policies in Section 9: Wildlife Protection.  He stressed the importance of strengthening and enhancing the section to make more of a commitment to restore the City’s natural history.  He stated that it was important to identify, map, and inventory other locations in the City to supplement and compliment the Madrona Marsh Nature Preserve.  


Environmental Services Administrator Cessna noted that the Parks and Recreation and Open Space Elements also referred to restoration of wildlife habitats and suggested that the references be more consolidated in the General Plan. 


Referring to Section 10: Trees and Lighting, Commissioners made suggestions for modification that included utilization of sidewalk appropriate trees as well as native and drought tolerant species.  


Commissioner Reilly suggested adding a policy in Section X: Energy Conservation regarding preservation of solar installation.  


 Environmental Services Administrator Cessna advised that any additional comments would be forwarded to the General Plan consultants for inclusion in the draft.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

8A.
Environmental Services Administrator Cessna stated that the green building consortium would be meeting later this month and that Recycling Coordinator Allison Sherman would be attending the July Commission meeting.

8B.
Commissioner Griffiths stated that he would be giving out awards at the environmental science fair on May 6, 2006.


8C.
Commissioner Chim stated that her thoughts and prayers are with Commissioner Basile’s family.

8D.
Commissioner Watson shared information about the ALT-BUILD expo in Santa Monica that she attended on May 4, 2006.

8E.
Chairperson McCabe discussed providing information about biodegradable resin to the Purchasing department.

8F.
Commissioner Reilly suggested that the speakers in the West Annex meeting room be bolted down.

8G.
Chairperson McCabe distributed a Builders Checklist used by many cities and asked that at a future meeting Commissioners review it for possible inclusion on the City’s website.

8H.
Chairperson McCabe discussed his participation on the Hoover Dam/Colorado River Aqueduct Inspection Trip on April 21-23, 2006.

8I.
Chairperson McCabe shared information about Earth Day activities at the Harbor Gateway Chamber breakfast on May 4, 2006, noting that he would like Torrance to be more of a leader in this area.

8J.
Chairperson McCabe requested that staff bring an item back for discussion regarding readerboard policy and guidelines.

8K.
Environmental Services Administrator Cessna reported that the Commission would be sponsoring the South Bay Energy Conservation Savings Center booth at the June 3, 2006 City Yard Open House. 

8L.
Commissioner Griffiths stated that he attended the April 21, 2006 Green Expo at the City of Downey Gas Company.

8M.
Chairperson McCabe announced a Consumer Energy Fair on May 20, 2006 and a Solar Home Tour on June 10, 2006.

8N.
Environmental Services Administrator Cessna advised that a letter went out to City furniture stores advising them of signage restrictions.

8O.
Commissioner Watson noted that Banner Carpet on Crenshaw Boulevard, north of 190th Street, has had the same lettering covering its window for the past five years.

9.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 9:25 p.m. Commissioner Watson, seconded by Commissioner Reilly, moved to adjourn the meeting in memory of Commissioner Margaret Peggy Basile to Thursday, June 1, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval. 

Approved as Written

June 1, 2006

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
PAGE  
5
Environmental Quality and Energy

Conservation Commission

May 4, 2006

