April 2, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:02 p.m. on Thursday, April 2, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Chim, Decker, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, 

Watson, and Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
None.


Also Present:
Deputy Community Development Director Cessna, 




Senior Planning Associate Santana,




Senior Planning Associate Chun,




Environmental Quality Officer Sheldon,




Environmental Quality Officer Tedford, and




Building Inspection Supervisor Sheldon.


MOTION:  Chairperson McCabe moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Watson for the March 5, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Reilly seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble, seconded by Commissioner Decker, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Debra Corwin, West Bulova Street, stated that shelters, her non-profit animal rescue group, and other rescue groups are overwhelmed with abandoned cats and dogs.  She requested the Commission’s assistance in adopting mandatory neuter/spay, with the exception of breeders, police dogs, and service animals. She stated that grants are currently available for low-cost spay and neuter and that she is not asking for assistance with funding.  


Commissioner Gobble stated that this is an important issue and, with concurrence from Commissioners, Chairperson McCabe directed staff to place an item regarding spay/neuter on next month’s agenda.

Pat Mooney, Garnet Avenue, suggested that Commissioners look into the solar energy partnership being utilized in San Jose School District.  He also recommended encouraging the Rockefeller Group to use green building standards for the planned medical offices and condos next to Torrance Memorial Hospital.  He suggested displaying promotion posters at the City Yard Open House and Environmental Fair.  He discussed the need for restaurants to recycle newspapers and for “wet” dry cleaners.  He stated that the City should look into grants to develop a solar cooperative and that expediting permits for green building should not cost the City more.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
MARCH 5, 2009

MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved for the approval of the March 5, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gobble seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (with Commissioner Chim abstaining).

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

7A.
GREEN ACTION TEAM PRESENTATION

Deputy Director Cessna introduced the item and stated that the purpose of the presentation is to provide education about green building and to demonstrate what is going on within the City.


Senior Planning Associate Santana provided a power point presentation on “Green Building and Sustainable Outlook.”  He defined green building, who is involved with creating green building, its relation to sustainability, and its intent to protect and save the planet.  He discussed buildings’ impacts on global resources and noted that a green building is a healthier building and increases productivity with energy, carbon, waste cost, and water savings.  He provided information about financial benefits, business benefits of building green for owner-occupants, and community benefits that include attracting social responsible firms.


He provided a comparison as well as advantages and disadvantages of Build-it-Green and LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) green building programs.  He noted that Build-it-Green is best for single-family residences and small residential complexes.  He discussed Toyota’s accomplishments and presented green projects recently completed in the City such as Acura Design Center and Ward Street residences by Koch Development as well as future projects that include the Miyako Hotel and Sansei Center.  He stated that Community Development is experimenting with Conditions of Approval and has an information board at the Planning Center.

Senior Planning Associate Santana discussed ways that Community Services, Public Works, Water Resource Management, General Services, Finance, and Communications & Information Technology Departments are all contributing to achieve energy savings and reduce waste.  He stated that the Green Action Team consists of representatives from Departments throughout the City and meets monthly to track green efforts.  He noted that the Team is recommending voluntary rather than mandatory green building, educating and assisting, building smarter and not just greener, and continuing internal discussions for best practices.

In response to Commissioner Decker’s inquiry, he advised that U.S. Green Building Council ties application fees to square footage of the proposal.

Responding to Commissioner Gobble’s inquiry, Senior Planning Associate Santana stated that ways to educate the public could be through utility bill inserts, the City’s website, partnerships with local organizations, and hosting events.

Commissioner Watson suggested placing banners on the City fleet showing that they are alternative fuel vehicles.

Commissioner Griffiths requested minutes of monthly Green Action Team meetings.

Commissioner Chim suggested placing a bullet point list of what the City is doing in Torrance Seasons.

Commissioner Decker received clarification that individual homeowners need to submit receipts to the E.P.A. to receive rebates for window replacement.

Commissioner Reilly recommended placing public service announcements through existing readerboard signs and homeowners associations.

Commissioner Gobble recommended showcasing measurable, visible accomplishments to the public once benchmark goals are established and suggested the one-stop renovation as a good location.

Deputy Director Cessna stated that initial carbon footprint data will be gathered by May 2009 with a report to be presented to the Commission in June 2009. 

Chairperson McCabe stressed the importance of promoting what is being done in the City.  He suggested placing recommendations presented to City Council at the joint meeting on future agendas.

When he inquired if the Green Action Team is looking for direction from the Commission, Deputy Director Cessna stated that the Team will look for ideas that are the most doable and will bring them back to the Commission for evaluation and approval.  She recommended that Commissioners prioritize the recommendations that were made to City Council at the next Commission meeting, noting that additional personnel is unlikely at this time.

8.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 
8A.
Deputy Director Cessna announced a mandatory Commission Chairperson training on July 23, 2009.

8B.
 Deputy Director Cessna stated that a second meeting to plan the Environmental Fair is scheduled for April 3, 2009.

8C.
Commissioner Griffiths stated that he found the hazardous waste recycling at the Gaffey Street center in San Pedro to be very efficient.

8D.
Deputy Director Cessna informed Commissioners that Old Torrance Neighborhood Association received a green community award from Los Angeles County for their clean-up work.

8E.
Commissioner Gobble stated that there was interest in a solar co-op at the joint meeting with City Council and that staff should look for a grant to apply for.

8F.
Commissioner Reilly shared plans to attend the Cherry Blossom Festival in downtown Los Angeles by bus.


8G.
Commissioner Watson discussed an article in Coastal Living regarding recycled materials used for a Manhattan Beach residence.

9.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:32 p.m., Commissioner Watson moved to adjourn the meeting to May 7, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.   Commissioner Chim seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.  

Approved as Submitted

June 4, 2009

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
PAGE  
3


Environmental Quality and Energy



Conservation Commission

April 2, 2009

