


March 5, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY AND

ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER

The Torrance Environmental Quality and Energy Conservation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 5, 2009 in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.

2.
ROLL CALL:

Present:
Commissioners Decker*, Gobble, Griffiths, Reilly, and

Chairperson McCabe. 


Absent:
Commissioners Chim and Watson.


Also Present:
Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones, 




Environmental Quality Officer Hill,




Senior Planning Associate Chun, and




Senior Planning Associate Santana.

*Commissioner Decker arrived at 7:07 p.m.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gobble moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Chim for the March 5, 2009 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Reilly seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Reilly.

4.
POSTING OF THE AGENDA


MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths, seconded by Commissioner Gobble, moved to accept and file the report of the secretary on the posting of the agenda for this meeting; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

Debra Corwin, West Bulova Street, distributed articles and stated that she belongs to a non-profit animal rescue group serving the South Bay.  She requested the Commission’s assistance in adopting mandatory neuter/spay, with the exception of breeders, police dogs, and service animals.  She noted that the number of animals being euthanized at Carson Shelter has and will continue to increase substantially.  She stated that programs are currently available for low-cost spay and neuter and that she is not asking for assistance with funding.  


Chairperson McCabe suggested that the Commission discuss the spay/neuter issue at the same time that the feeding ordinance is brought back for consideration.

6.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6A.
MEETING OF 
FEBRUARY 5, 2009

MOTION:  Commissioner Griffiths moved for the approval of the February 5, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gobble seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Chim and Watson).

7.
ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

7A.
GREEN PRIDE IN TORRANCE AWARD – FRED KOCH FOR CONSTRUCTING TWO GREEN POINT RATED RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURES IN SOUTH TORRANCE

Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones introduced the item and presented Fred Koch, Koch Development, with a Green Pride in Torrance award, caps, and mugs for his construction of two eco-friendly condo-type units on Ward Street.


Mr. Koch recognized the Oey family and other guests in the audience as well as Planning staff for its assistance and positive interaction during the planning and construction process.  With the aid of a power point presentation, “The Green Advantage,” he discussed his background and decision to utilize cleaner, cheaper, and smarter building strategies.  He described the four cornerstones of being green: conserving natural resources, using energy wisely, improving air quality, and planning livable communities.  He provided information about the eco-specific project checklist, pay back discussions, green certification certifying the workmanship, green washing and exaggeration, noting that green certified projects bring greater value.  He provided a Daily Breeze article regarding the project as well as a photograph of the Ward Street homes and described some of the green elements that include cement instead of wood siding, dark composition roof, LED lights, a recycled materials mix for concrete driveway, and gray water low-drip irrigation system.


Yung Oey, owner of one of the homes, introduced his family and commended Mr. Koch for building his well insulated, eco-friendly home.  


Mr. Koch provided examples of green building solutions for Torrance that include using recycled materials to create a stronger, smoother, and sustainable concrete, using drought resistant California native plants, and utilizing proven resources to manage tree root growth to prevent sidewalk damage.  He suggested green infrastructure solutions such as installing LED traffic lights, adopting eco-friendly vehicles, and switching to an asphalt sealer consisting of low toxic ingredients.  He commended the City for the Stewardship of the Environment Program in the Strategic Plan 2008 and stated that now is the time to begin implementation with the current political climate.  He expressed his interest in assisting the City in moving forward with its eco-minded responsibilities.


Commissioner Reilly concurred with Mr. Koch’s recommendation to manage tree root growth to prevent sidewalk damage. When she inquired about how one can find the strong concrete mix that was mentioned, Mr. Koch advised that the recyclable product can be found at any concrete company. 


In response to Commissioner Griffiths’ inquiry, Mr. Koch stated that he did not receive any incentives from the City, noting that his purpose in going green was to bring more value to a home building project.  He offered to follow up with a list of possible incentives that the City might consider that would provide value to both sides.


When Commissioner Gobble inquired about appliances and windows installed in the homes, Mr. Koch discussed his decisions to use gas water heaters, Energy Star products, and Mill Guard dual pane windows to mitigate sound pollution. 


Responding to Commissioner Decker’s inquiry, Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones stated that fast-tracking green projects might be considered in the future. 


Mr. Koch described his challenge in managing water flow with the expansive soil at the site and stressed the importance of building to the environment.


In response to Chairperson McCabe’s inquiry, he stated that he expects to be in the 150 out of 250 points category for Build It Green criteria.


Chairperson McCabe requested that Mr. Koch provide a list of ideas that the City could do lower obstacles or offer additional incentives for green building.  He encouraged Koch Development to participate in the June 13, 2009 Environmental Fair at Madrona Marsh.

7B.
DISCUSSION OF PRESENTATION FOR JOINT TEQECC/COUNCIL MEETING
Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones presented a three-minute video promoting the March 28, 2009 Lights Out Proclamation and recommended that it be shown at the beginning of the March 10, 2009 joint meeting with City Council.  

Commissioner Gobble pointed out problems that could potentially occur with the electrical grid with the lights out event.

Chairperson McCabe recommended that Commissioners make specific energy conservation recommendations at the joint meeting and stated that he would be providing an overview of the Strategic Plan and uniform purchasing policy.

Commissioner Reilly presented her power point presentation for the joint meeting and discussed her recommendations for the City to identify preferred vendors and to establish a solar energy cooperative service.  She stated that she would also like to address the problem of street trees and sidewalk damage.

A brief discussion centered on the possibility of installing solar panels at the City Yard, partnering with Torrance Unified School District, sunlight obstruction, and wind turbines.

Senior Planning Associate Santana discussed costs involved with expediting permits and Fire Department inspections.

Commissioner Griffiths provided his slide presentation on recycling and it was confirmed that Commissioner Gobble would present the information in his place.  He stated that recommendations should focus on expansion of the green waste program and implementation of multi-tenant and commercial/industrial programs.

Commissioner Reilly offered to merge the presentations to one template.

Commissioner Gobble provided his power point presentation and recommendations for energy projects that include solar energy, energy efficient windows, and alternative fuel vehicles for the City’s fleet.

8.
INFORMATION ITEMS 

8A.
Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones stated that the Green Action Team would be providing a presentation to the Commission on April 2, 2009.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATION
 
9A.
Commissioner Decker announced the next South Bay Cities Council of Government meeting on March 12, 2009.

9B.
 Senior Environmental Quality Officer Jones relayed information about webinar classes on green issues.

9C.
Commissioner Reilly mentioned that there is a huge spike in electrical consumption on Superbowl Sundays.

10.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 9:40 p.m., Commissioner Decker moved to adjourn the meeting to March 10, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room for a joint meeting with Torrance City Council.  Commissioner Griffiths seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson McCabe so ordered.  The next regularly scheduled Commission meeting is Thursday, April 2, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.

Approved as Submitted
April 2, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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