
February 11, 2015 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session 
at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 11, 2015 in the West Annex Meeting Room, 
Torrance City Hall.   
 
2. ROLL CALL/MOTIONS FOR EXCUSED ABSENCE 
 

Present: Commissioners Greenberg, Hays, Love, 
Mayeda, Reilly, and Chairperson Baxter. 

 
Absent: Commissioner Uchima. 
 
Also Present: Community Services Director Jones, Park Services 

Manager Carson, Senior Business Manager Minter, 
and Recreation Services Manager Brunette. 

 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Reilly moved to grant Commissioner Uchima an 
excused absence for the February 11, 2015 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Hays 
seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval. 
 
3. FLAG SALUTE 

 
Commissioner Greenberg led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
  

MOTION:  Commissioner Hays moved to accept and file the report of the City 
Clerk on the posting of the agenda.  Commissioner Love seconded the motion; a roll call 
vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Uchima).  
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
5A. MINUTES OF JANUARY 14, 2015 
  

Minutes were not available.  
 
6. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
 
6A. The Commission welcomed Torrance Youth Council members Ryota Nishishiba, 
Arielle Stephenson, Connie Chung, Debbie Park, William Kang, and Akhil Addanki. 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 

 
7A. REVIEW OF QUARTERLY CAPITAL PROJECT REPORT 
 

  Community Services Director Jones presented the Quarterly Capital Project 
Report for October – December 2014. 
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  Responding to Commissioner Hays’ inquiry, he described the Library Counter 

and Storefront Replacement project at Katy Geissert Civic Center Library. 
 
  In response to Chairperson Baxter’s inquiry, Director Jones explained that the 

ongoing projects that are 0% complete are projects that are ready to go but have not 
launched yet. 

 
 7B. UPDATE ON HICKORY PARK PLAY EQUIPMENT COMMUNITY MEETINGS 
 
  Senior Business Manager Minter reported that there have been three community 

meetings at Hickory Park with staff and the consultant.  He noted that input from 
community members have focused primarily on whether or not the rocket ship should 
remain or be removed.  He stated that staff expects to return to the Commission in April 
or May with options and a recommendation. 

 
 8. NEW BUSINESS 

 
8A. DEDICATION TREES ANNUAL REPORT 2014   

 
Park Services Manager Carson presented the Living Tree Dedication Program 

2014 Annual Report.  He reported that in 2014 nine trees were planted at six different 
City parks.  He requested that the Commission recommend that City Council accept and 
file the Report. 

 
Commissioner Greenberg suggesting increasing promotion for the Program and 

staff explained that space is limited in City parks for dedication trees, that there is 
information on the City’s website, and that the purpose of this as well as the bench 
dedication program is to memorialize someone. 
 

MOTION:  Commissioner Mayeda moved to recommend that City Council accept 
and file the Living Tree Dedication Program 2014 Annual Report.  Commissioner 
Greenberg seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent 
Commissioner Uchima). 
 
8B. INITIATE AND APPOINT THE COMMITTEE FOR THE ANNUAL AWARDS 

DINNER 
  
 Community Services Director Jones informed the Commission that this year it is 
the Open Space Committee’s turn to plan the 2015 Parks and Recreation Annual 
Awards Dinner on July 8.  He confirmed that Commissioners Love, Reilly, and 
Greenberg are on the Open Space Committee and suggested that they schedule a 
meeting to discuss the theme, awards, and food. 
 
9. STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES 
      
9A. FACILITIES COMMITTEE - No report. 
  
9B. GRANTS COMMITTEE  - No report.   
 
9C. OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE  - No report. 
  
9D. PROGRAMS COMMITTEE  - No report. 
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10. MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY 
 
10A. ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION 
  

Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the Administrative Services Division 
Report for January 2015 was included in agenda packets.  He reported that there have 
been some settling issues at the Toyota Sports Complex and that repairs are being 
made and turf replaced.  He noted that the Complex is still being used primarily for 
soccer but that lacrosse use is being reviewed.  He stated that the asphalt walkways at 
Torrance Park are being replaced with stamped concrete and that they are getting ready 
to tear down the Tillim Center.  He provided an update on the Home Improvement 
Program and asked Commissioners to help promote the Program. 
 
10B. PARK SERVICES DIVISION 

 
Park Services Manager Carson noted that the Park Services Division Report for 

January 2015 and the Madrona Marsh Preserve and Nature Center Month in Review 
were included in attachments.  

 
10C. RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION 

 
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services 

Division Report for January 2015 was included in agenda packets. He reported that the 
Plunge has reopened and improvements made in the locker rooms. He highlighted the 
Youth Basketball program that has 2,045 participants enrolled, making up 221 teams, 
and noted that there is a waiting list for Adult Basketball.   
 
11. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #2 
 
11A. Commissioners and staff congratulated each other on a successful and 
productive joint meeting with City Council on February 10.  Director Jones stated that 
Commissioners did a terrific job, were well prepared, and that presentations were on 
target. Commissioners expressed their appreciation to staff for their support and 
providing materials for the meeting.  Commissioner Mayeda congratulated Chairperson 
Baxter on a job well done moderating the meeting, and Chairperson Baxter stated that 
he was proud to be serving on the Commission. 
 
11B. Chairperson Baxter relayed an invitation from Kiwanis Club for a March 19 
luncheon.  Commissioners Greenberg and Love expressed interested in attending. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT  

 
MOTION:  At 7:32 p.m., Commissioner Hays moved to adjourn the meeting to 

March 11, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex Meeting.  Commissioner Love seconded 
the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval. 

 
### 

 
 

       Approved as submitted 
March 11, 2015 
s/ Rebecca Poirier, City Clerk   
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