December 10, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December 10, 2008, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, McGee, Ning, Robbins,

Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
Commissioner Hazell.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones, 

Recreation Services Manager Brunette,

Senior Business Manager Minter, 

Park Services Manager Wilson, and

Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso.

MOTION:  Commissioner Cook moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Hazell for the December 10, 2008 Commission meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gilbert; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Ning led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
NOVEMBER 12, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved for approval of the November 12, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell and with Commissioners Ning and Robbins abstaining).

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1


Joan Waddell, representing National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence--South Bay, Post Avenue, requested to be placed on the January 14, 2009 Commission meeting agenda to provide a presentation regarding smoke free parks.


Hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe requested that an item be placed on next month’s agenda.


Torrance Youth Council members Christina Kang from South High School, Alexis Cabaero from Bishop Montgomery High School, Fatana Temory from Torrance High School, and Thanh Van from North High School introduced themselves.
7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
APPROVAL OF 2008-2009 GRANT FUNDING FOR NON-PROFIT SOCIAL SERVICES AGENCIES

Chairperson Orpe provided background and recommended that the Commission approve funding for 20 agencies for the 2008-2009 Grant Program included the material of record and to forward the recommendation to City Council for final approval.  He noted that each non-profit social service agency recommended by the Grants Committee for funding was unanimously approved. He stated that he enjoyed working with fellow Committee members Commissioners Taniguchi and Gilbert as well as Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso, adding that the deliberation process was a rewarding experience. 


In response to Commissioner McGee’s inquiry, Commissioner Taniguchi explained that this year’s funding depended on the need, how many Torrance residents would be served, and if the Committee felt their project was worthy of a grant.


MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to forward to City Council the recommendation for funding of the following agencies for the 2008-2009 Grant Program for Non-Profit Social Service Agencies: Assistance League of San Pedro/South Bay -$1,000; Behavioral Health Services, Inc. - $3,500; Casa de los Angelitos - $1,000; The Children’s Dental Center - $2,000; Enrichment Through Employment - $2,000; The Gathering Place - $2,000; Harbor Interfaith Services - $1,500; Healthcare and Elder Law Programs (H.E.L.P.) - $2,500; HOPE (Home Ownership for Personal Empowerment) - $1,500; National Council on Alcoholism & Drug Dependency - $2,000; Pediatric Therapy Network - $2,000; RSVP of South Bay - $1,000; Society to Aid Retarded, Inc.- $2,000; South Bay Children’s Health Center Association - $2,000; South Bay Literacy Council, Inc. - $2,500; St. Paul’s United Methodist Church - $2,500; Torrance Historical Society and Museum - $850; Torrance-Lomita Meals on Wheels, Inc. - $5,150; Torrance-South Bay YMCA - $1,000; and The Wellness Community--South Bay Cities - $2,000.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell).


Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso advised that the recommendation would be presented to City Council on January 13, 2009, adding that the Community Services Department would be making an independent recommendation also.  He commended the Grants Committee for a job well done.


Community Services Director Jones noted that Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso has worked diligently and demonstrated his professionalism with the Grant Program over the past few years.


Commissioner Taniguchi commended Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso and Chairperson Orpe for their leadership skills.

7B.
STATUS OF CITY’S 1ST QUARTER BUDGET REVIEW

Senior Business Manager Minter presented the Executive Summary of the 1st Quarter Budget Review as presented by the Finance Director to the Finance and Governmental Operations Committee as well as the City Treasurer’s Investment Report.  He noted that a program modification to allow completion of the Torrance Park bathroom renovation was approved by City Council on December 9, 2008.


In response to Commissioner Ning’s inquiry, Park Services Manager Wilson stated that West Coast Arborist is responsible for counting and mapping street trees in the City.


At Commissioner Cook’s request, staff offered to bring back information about self-insurance in the Quarter Budget Review.  

7C.
STATUS OF WILSON PARK POND RESTORATION PROJECT

Community Services Director Jones reported that Phase I is complete and that all wildlife have been removed and adopted.  He advised that Phase II will begin shortly and will include developing options for pond redesign for the Commission and City Council to consider.

7D.
CONCESSION AGREEMENT FOR LEASE AND OPERATION OF WILSON PARK BATTING CAGES

Senior Business Manager Minter announced that City Council approved a concession agreement with Tyler Sports, Inc. for the lease and operation of the Wilson Park Batting Cages.  He reported that Tyler Sports plans to make improvements that include installing new pitching machines, a pro shop, replacing netting and lighting, and purchasing new helmets, balls, and bats.  He stated that the concessionaire plans to target Little Leagues and that the facility will be operational in January 2009.  


In response to Commissioner Robbins’ inquiry regarding a physical address, staff advised that a Post Office Box address should be sufficient.

8.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Previously discussed. 

8C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Commissioner Cook reported that the Programs Committee met with representatives from three charter clubs on December 10, 2008 and will bring back recommendations in three to four months.  

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the report for November 2008 was included in the material of record.  He reported that staff is preparing for winter registration and the spring Seasons and provided a brief update on the Park Ranger program.

9B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION


No report. 

9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services Division Report for November 2008 was included in agenda packets.  He reported that the Plunge will be closed until December 15, 2008 for repairs, thanked Chairperson Orpe for his Turkey Trot starting responsibility, and distributed the November 2008 In Review @ Madrona Marsh Preserve.
10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2

10A.
Community Services Director Jones wished everyone a merry Christmas.  He informed Commissioners that Commissioner McGee’s term expires on January 15, 2009 and that a retirement party is being planned. 

10B.
Senior Business Manager Minter expressed appreciation to Commissioners for supporting staff over the year, especially the Programs Committee.

10C.
Commissioner Gilbert stated that she participated in the bone marrow drive for a Torrance Police Officer, welcomed Community Services Director Jones as a new member of the Torrance Public Library Foundation, and thanked the City for the tree planted at El Prado Park in honor of her husband.

10D.
Commissioner McGee stated that he has enjoyed being on the Parks and Recreation Commission for a total of 18 years and expressed his appreciation to staff and Commissioners. 

10E.
Commissioner Ning discussed the economic problems facing our nation.

10F.
Commissioner Robbins announced that he was absent from the last Commission meeting to attend his daughter’s wedding.

10G.
Commissioner Taniguchi wished everyone happy holidays.

10H.
Chairperson Orpe shared some sad news about his son Jason in Seattle.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:50 p.m., Commissioner Taniguchi moved to adjourn the meeting to January 14, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Robbins seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

January 14, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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