October 8, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 8, 2008, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, McGee, Robbins, 

Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
Commissioners Hazell and Ning.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones, 

Recreation Services Manager Brunette,

Senior Business Manager Minter, 

Park Services Manager Wilson, and

Park Ranger Program Coordinator Fujimori.

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Ning for the October 8, 2008 Commission meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gilbert; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
3.
FLAG SALUTE


Recreation Services Manager Brunette led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Gilbert moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Robbins seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
SEPTEMBER 10, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved for approval of the September 10, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Hazell and Ning).
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1


None.

7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
PARK RANGER ANNUAL REPORT

Program Coordinator Mark Fujimori presented the Park Ranger Program 2007-2008 Annual Report in the material of record.  He reported that patrol responsibilities of the 14 Park Rangers include City parks and libraries, 12 Torrance Unified School District campuses, and special events.  He introduced Park Rangers Michael Bergeron, David Gacad, and Jose Navarrete and thanked Torrance Police Department for its support throughout the year.  He stated that he had the opportunity to attend the 2008 California Parks Conference in Lake Tahoe, California.  


Commissioners and staff expressed appreciation to the Park Rangers for their hard work.


Commissioner Robbins commented that he counted six dogs at Farmers’ Market on October 4, 2008.


Senior Business Manager Minter advised that effective June 2008 the Municipal Code states that no dogs are allowed within the posted area of Farmers’ Market at any time and that Animal Control and Torrance Police Department officers have the ability to issue citations. 


Commissioner Taniguchi noted that Market Manager Weiss makes periodic announcements during the Farmers’ Market.

7B.
WILSON SKATE PARK UPDATE

Community Services Director Jones provided background and current status of the Wilson Skate Park.  He discussed meetings with the Skate Park Committee on August 20, 2008 and September 18, 2008 and announced the next meeting on 
October 9, 2008 to discuss a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a potential Skate Park designer.  He stated that it is likely that staff would be bringing back an item recommending an RFP in order to determine what it would cost to design a Skate Park.  He stated that the Committee unanimously approved that the Park should be free and un-staffed, noting that this decision will ultimately be decided by the City’s Risk Manager.  He advised that staff will continue to work with the Committee to gain information on what they are interested in. 


In response to Chairperson Orpe’s inquiry, he stated that the Skate Park is open on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays and that staff tries to target 25 users per session.

7C.
ACCEPT & FILE THE NEW VISION, MISSION, AND VALUES STATEMENTS FOR THE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Community Services Director Jones presented re-defined and re-focused Vision, Mission, and Values Statements developed over the past several months by the Community Services Department Management Team.  He stated that the Statements will be shared and launched internally and externally in the next few months.


Responding to Commissioner Taniguchi’s inquiry regarding the last Value, he advised that volunteer accomplishments and successes would also be recognized.

7D.
PRESENTATION OF THE UPDATED CITY OF TORRANCE 2008 STRATEGIC PLAN

Community Services Director Jones distributed the Torrance Strategic Plan 2008, approved by City Council on August 12, 2008, for Commissioners to reference in the future in meeting priorities and needs of the community.  He stated that the intent of the document is to set the path for Departments and staff to follow in focusing their efforts in programs and activities offered to the community.  He was proud to note the strong correlation between the Strategic Plan and the new Vision, Mission, and Values Statements for the Community Services Department.

7E.
DOG OBEDIENCE CLUB DONATION

Community Services Director Jones introduced Recreation Services Manager Richard Brunette.

Recreation Services Manager Brunette requested that the Commission accept the donation of $600 from the Dog Obedience Club to be used for youth recreation equipment or programs.  He noted that the total of their donations to date, including this year’s donation, is $31,545.

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to accept the $600 donation from the Dog Obedience Club.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Hazell and Ning).

8.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Commissioner McGee reported that the Facilities Committee met on October 8, 2008 to discuss the Youth Sports Wall of Honor.

Community Services Director Jones advised that approval of funding has been postponed until late November or early December 2008 and that a design contract will take place once funds become available.  He noted that the Programs Committee will be evaluating applications from potential recipients in November or early December 2008.

8B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Chairperson Orpe reported that the Grants Committee met on October 8, 2008 and that Grant Hearings are scheduled for October 27-28, 2008 and Grant Deliberations for October 29, 2008.  He added that 24 applications have been received.

8C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Senior Business Manager Minter reported that surveys have been received from all 11 charter clubs and that the Committee will meet with each group on October 22, 2008.

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the report for September 2008 was included in the material of record.  He distributed copies of the City-wide calendar that was presented to City Council on September 23, 2008 and offered to set up a demonstration for the Commission at the November 2008 Commission meeting. 

9B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION


Park Services Manager Wilson provided an update on the Wilson Park pond, noting that they recently received permission from Los Angeles County Sanitation District to pump the water into the sewer system.  He stated that as much water as possible would be drained from the pond at the end of October 2008, the fish and turtles would be adopted out, the sludge would be removed, and the bottom disinfected.  He noted that they would be working with a designer/contractor to determine what improvements can be made to make it a cleaner body of water.  He added that no fish or turtles would be reintroduced into the pond and a “no abandonment” policy put into effect.


He stated that they are working with the City Attorney’s Office and Animal Control to develop a draft ordinance prohibiting the feeding of feral animals on public grounds as well as pigeons and other birds where it creates a nuisance, providing them the ability to issue citations.  He added that feral cat feeders at Wilson Park will be required to be certified as feeders, comply with guidelines established by alleycats.org, and feed only at designated locations.  He noted that there will be a separate ordinance drafted for Madrona Marsh Preserve that will have zero tolerance for feeding animals.  


Park Services Manager Wilson discussed the Los Angeles County Department of Health directive to reduce the population of ground squirrels at Entradero Park and sump area due to diseases they may carry.


9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services Division Report for September 2008 was included in agenda packets.  He distributed “A Phenomenal Day – Madrona Marsh Preserve 10/08/08” by Manager/Naturalist Drake that describes the spotting of the uncommon Dickcissel as well as 55 native species and six species native to other parts of the world.

Commissioner Gilbert noted the increase in Sea-Aire Golf Course revenue for the month of September 2008.

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2

10A.
Commissioners welcomed Recreation Services Manager Brunette. 

10B.
Senior Business Manager Minter stated that staff is working with Little Leagues regarding lease revisions that would charge them for their water usage, noting that the City will subsidize 60% as long as they stay below baseline.

10C.
Commissioners McGee and Robbins volunteered to serve as judges at the Halloween Carnival.

10D.
Commissioner Gilbert stated that she enjoyed “Capitol Steps” and announced a Historical Society Home Tour on October 11-12, 2008 as well as a tree planting in honor of her late husband on December 4, 2008.

10D.
Commissioner Robbins corrected his previous comment in the September 10, 2008 meeting minutes under Item 10B regarding the pathways at Columbia Park, noting that they are still muddy. 

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:8:16 p.m., Commissioner Cook moved to adjourn the meeting to November 12, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Robbins seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

November 12, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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