August 13, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 13, 2008, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, Hazell, McGee, Ning, Robbins, Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
None.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones,

Senior Business Manager Minter, 

Park Services Manager Wilson, and

Acting Recreation Services Manager Kaemerle.
3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner Hazell led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
JUNE 11, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved for approval of the June 11, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1


William Ouellette, Roslin Avenue, expressed concern about cracks in the concrete walkways inside Columbia Park and questioned if there were plans to improve them.  He referred to the 2005 Master Plan that mentioned improvements to be made on the walkways on the Prairie Avenue side.  He added that the bathrooms and lighting poles at Columbia Park were also in poor condition and that the only improvement he has seen in ten years is replacement of picnic tables and gravel thrown on the walkways.


Park Services Manager Wilson stated that staff was in the process of identifying displaced sidewalks in all City parks to determine whether to grind or replace them.  He noted that they are waiting on an estimate to replace the light poles and that there is a second phase of security lighting planned for all parks.   He assured him that Park Services is doing the best it can with what it has in terms of budget and resources.

Community Services Director Jones pointed out that there is a Master Plan in place for Columbia Park but that there is no funding.  


Tim Brothers, Acacia Avenue, President of Southern California Live Steamers, distributed his July 19, 2008 correspondence and requested that an item be placed on a future Commission agenda to consider a proposal to expand operating days from one to two days per month.

7.
OLD BUSINESS

7A.
WILSON SKATEBOARD PARK UPDATE
Acting Recreation Services Manager Kaemerle provided an update on the Wilson Skateboard Park included in the material of record.  He discussed public meetings held on June 28, July 16, and July 30, 2008 and noted that Attachments A and B consist of apparatus that skaters would like to see at a remodeled Skate Park.  He stated that Eric Lee, a local Skate Park designer, is putting together a rough draft from the final list of 10 apparatus for presentation at the next meeting on August 20, 2008.  

In response to Commissioner Ning’s inquiry, he stated that there are approximately 18 people on the Wilson Skate Park Committee.

Commissioner McGee stated that he attended the first meeting and was impressed with the good discussions.

Community Services Director Jones noted that the purpose of this process is to engage community youth and, although there is no funding identified for the remodel, there has to be a plan in order to move forward.  He stated that a cement Skate Park could cost as much as $500,000 and that corporate sponsorship is being considered.

7B.
MOVIE AND CONCERT IN THE PARK SERIES UPDATES
Acting Recreation Services Manager Kaemerle discussed attendance and popularity of the Movies and Concert in the Park series.  He announced the film “Grease” at La Romeria Park on August 16 and the bluegrass band “Rincon Ramblers” at El Retiro Park on September 7, 2008.

7C.
VICTOR PARK PLAY EQUIPMENT UPDATE

Park Services Manager Wilson reported that, following a slight delay, the rubberized base will be installed on August 14 and 15, 2008 and top coat finished on August 18 and 19, 2008, with the play equipment expected to be reopened to the public on August 20, 2008.

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
APPROVAL OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT

Community Services Director Jones distributed the Annual Report for July 2007 – June 2008.  Commissioners reviewed it and offered minor corrections.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gilbert moved to approve and forward to City Council the Parks and Recreation Commission Annual Report for July 2007--June 2008 as amended.  Commissioner Hazell seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

8B.
APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Community Services Director Jones advised that, due to resignations of Commissioners Smoot and Numark, there were two vacancies that needed to be filled on the Commission’s four Standing Committees.


MOTION:  Commissioner Cook, with a second by Commissioner McGee, moved to appoint Commissioner Hazell to the Open Space Committee; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins, seconded by Commissioner McGee, moved to appoint Commissioner Taniguchi to the Programs Committee; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.


Nominations were accepted and members of the Standing Committees are now as follows:


Open Space Committee:
 Commissioners Gilbert, Hazell, and Orpe.


Facilities Committee:        
 Commissioners McGee, Hazell, and Robbins.


Programs Committee:

 Commissioners Cook, Ning, and Taniguchi.


Grants Committee:

 Commissioners Orpe, Gilbert, and Taniguchi.


Community Services Director Jones suggested that Grants Committee members serve on a rotational basis based on seniority.

9.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
9A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 


Has not met.

9B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Chairperson Orpe reported that notification regarding the Grant Program has been published in the Daily Breeze.

9C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

9D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Cook reported that the Programs Committee met on August 13, 2008 to prepare an informational survey for Charter Clubs to complete. He stated that they plan to have members come before the Committee to explain their clubs and to see what the City can do for them.

10.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

10A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter noted that reports for June and July 2008 were included in the material of record.  He reported that walk-in registration started August 12, 2008 and that on-line registration has increased considerably.  He provided an update on the City-wide Calendar that will be launched in September 2008.


In response to Commissioner Robbins’ and Taniguchi’s inquiries regarding the Park Ranger Program, he described what skating and miscellaneous violations might include.  He added that citation capability is being planned for one of the Rangers.

10B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION


Park Services Manager Wilson reported that the Division has supported many special events this summer and that there has been an increase in park usage, adding that parks are mowed on a nine-day cycle.

10C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Acting Recreation Services Manager Kaemerle noted the increase in revenue at Sea-Aire Golf Course.

In response to Commissioner McGee’s inquiry, staff discussed renegotiation of the lease agreement with the contractor for Las Canchas Tennis Facility.

11.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2
11A.
Commissioner Hazell stated that he enjoyed the annual reunion run at West High School and announced the Exxon Mobil Open House on August 16, 2008.

11B.
Commissioner Robbins stated that he attended the Chevron transfer of property ceremony.

11C.
Commissioner Gilbert expressed appreciation to the Programs Committee for putting on the “Picnic in the Park” and that she enjoyed visits to Lago Seco and Torrance Parks.

11D.
Commissioner Ning stated that he enjoyed the Richardson Middle School graduation at South High School.

11E.
Commissioner Taniguchi shared information about an article in the Daily Breeze regarding the Madrona Marsh Foundation.

11F.
Commissioner McGee stated that he enjoyed the “Picnic in the Park” and “Seven Brides for Seven Brothers.”

11G.
Commissioner Cook provided an update on the twins.

11H.
Chairperson Orpe stated that he enjoyed the Chevron transfer of property ceremony and wished everyone a happy Labor Day.

12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:04 p.m., Commissioner Robbins moved to adjourn the meeting to September 10, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
September 10, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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