May 14, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:05 p.m. on Wednesday, May 14, 2008, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, McGee, Orpe, Robbins, 

Taniguchi, and Chairperson Smoot.

Absent:  
Commissioners Gilbert, Hazell, Ning, and Numark.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones,

Senior Business Manager Minter,

Park Services Manager Wilson, 

Acting Recreation Services Manager Reed,

Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso, and

Senior Recreation Supervisor McClelland.


MOTION:  Commissioner McGee moved to grant excused absences to Commissioners Gilbert, Hazell, Ning, and Numark for the May 14, 2008 meeting.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

3.
FLAG SALUTE


Park Services Manager Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Cook seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
APRIL 9, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner Cook moved for the approval of the April 9, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Gilbert, Hazell, Ning, and Numark).
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1


None. 

7.
OLD BUSINESS


None.

8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
PLUNGE USAGE UPDATE

Senior Business Manager Minter provided background on the Plunge Usage Policy in effect since November 1, 2007 and noted that the Plunge Usage Schedule--School Year 2007-2008 was included in the material of record as Attachment A.  He stated that Attachment B was a May 8, 2008 letter from Tina Maltz, Communications Chair of Swim Torrance, expressing concerns regarding the summer schedule.  He reported that the policy has proven to be effective for first six months and that staff will continue to monitor all programs offered at the Plunge to ensure maximization as well as to attempt to meet the needs of all user groups. 


Bettie Williams, West Slauson Avenue, Los Angeles, Chair of Swim Torrance Parents’ Board, expressed her appreciation that a usage policy was put in place, noting that the first six months worked well.  She expressed concern about this summer and how priority is administered; specifically, that Swim Torrance was only being offered time for early morning workouts.  She stated that, although this was acceptable for seniors and juniors, it was not acceptable for the younger age groups.  She asked that the City reconsider Swim Torrance’s request for time in the afternoon or evening for the younger swimmers.  She further stated that Swim Torrance was working with the City to develop a plan for background checks.


Julie Thorson, South Alma Street, San Pedro, Swim Torrance swim coach, also requested that the City find a way to accommodate the approximately 60 younger swimmers by providing an afternoon or evening time period.


Responding to Commissioner Robbins’ inquiry, Senior Business Manager Minter advised that they have begun requiring background checks for long-term, youth-based users.


In response to Chairperson Smoot’s inquiry, he explained that the demand for pool time is greatly increased in the summer.  He noted that this summer the City will expand its program schedule to include afternoon swimming lessons, and that the Usage Policy gives priority to City programs.


Community Services Director Jones noted that this item focuses on the status of the Usage Policy for the last six months and that staff was not prepared to address solving concerns regarding summer scheduling at this time.  He offered to bring an item back to the Commission on June 11, 2008.

8B.
APPROVAL OF 2007 FINANCIAL AND NARRATIVE STATEMENTS FOR NON-PROFIT SOCIAL SERVICE AGENCIES


Commissioner Orpe reported that the Grants Committee recommends that the Commission approve and move forward the 2007 Financial and Narrative Statements.


MOTION:  Chairperson Smoot moved to approve and forward the 2007 Financial and Narrative Statements for Non-Profit Social Services Agencies to City Council for final approval.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Gilbert, Hazell, Ning, and Numark).

8C.
AVAILABLE ADA ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY GARDEN AT LAGO SECO PARK

Acting Recreation Services Manager Reed reported that the ADA accessible community garden at Lago Seco Park has been assigned to an individual with special needs.

8D.
CALIFORNIA CHILDREN’S OUTDOOR BILL OF RIGHTS

Senior Supervisor McClelland presented a Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights adopted by the California Roundtable on Recreation, Parks, and Tourism.  It recommends a fundamental list of activities that every child in California would benefit from experiencing before entering high school.  He requested that Commissioners concur with staff recommendation and endorse the Outdoor Bill of Rights.


MOTION:  Commissioner McGee, seconded by Commissioner Cook, moved to endorse the California Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioners Gilbert, Hazell, Ning, and Numark).

8E.
PARTICIPATION IN SELECTION OF 2008-2009 TORRANCE YOUTH COUNCIL

Chairperson Smoot inquired if any Commissioners would be willing to volunteer to serve on the Committee for the selection of the 2008-2009 Torrance Youth Council on June 18 and 19, 2008; Commissioner Cook indicated that he would participate.

9.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
9A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 


Has not met.


Community Services Director Jones stated that the Facilities Committee would need to meet in the near future to discuss the Youth Sports Wall of Fame.

9B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Previously discussed under Item 8B.

9C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
No report.

9D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 

Commissioner Cook reported that the Programs Committee was meeting next week to discuss the Parks and Recreation Awards Banquet and the review of City charter clubs.

10.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

10A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the Administrative Services Division Report – April 2008 was included in the material of record.  He stated that the first day of walk in registrations was May 14, 2008 and that there were 5,513 enrollments.

10B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION


Park Services Manager Wilson provided an update to the Park Services Division Report for April 2008 included in agenda packets.  He reported that a contract has been completed to have the pond at Wilson Park cleaned and that they hope to improve the water quality.  He stated that two trip wire cameras at the Wilson Park tree house have been installed in an attempt to stop graffiti.  He advised that playground equipment at Victor Park will be removed the week of May 20, 2008 and new equipment installed the week of June 2, 2008.  He stated that turf maintenance improvement is underway at Wilson, McMaster, El Nido, and Walteria Parks.  He discussed events that the Division has supported that included Relay for Life at South High School and Fire Services Day as well as upcoming events that include Armed Forces Day and the City Yard Open House.


In response to Commissioner Orpe’s inquiry, he stated that the base of the pond is mud and clay with a gravel base on top of it.

10C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION

Acting Recreation Services Manager Reed briefly discussed the Senior Faire, day camp registration, and a track meet at West High School.  She announced upcoming events that include baseball and softball registration, the June 12, 2008 Summer Kick-Off, and Dodger Day on June 29, 2008.

11.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2
11A.
Acting Recreation Services Manager Reed thanked Commissioners for attending the Beat the Odds scholarship dinner.

11B.
Park Services Manager Wilson, in response to an inquiry by a Commissioner at the previous meeting, stated that he was checking with other cities to see if their Tree Dedication programs were a source of revenue.

11C.
Community Services Director Jones stated that General Services Department and staff have identified a landscape design firm for the Lomita right-of-way project.

11D.
Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso encouraged Commissioners to attend the Armed Forces Day parade and wished everyone a safe and happy Memorial Day weekend.

11E.
Commissioner Taniguchi stated that the Sister City Association had a successful Bunka-Sai Japanese Cultural Festival and expressed appreciation to Senior Business Manager Minter, Park Rangers, Park Services Manager Wilson, and all of those who attended the event.
11F.
Commissioner McGee stated that he enjoyed the Beat the Odds scholarship banquet. 

11G.
Commissioner Robbins stated that he participated in the Earth Day event at Madrona Marsh.

11H.
Commissioner Robbins related his observation that parking places were available at Entradero Sump on his six visits on a Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Wednesday.


11I.
Commissioner Orpe thanked Acting Recreation Services Manager Reed for allowing him the opportunity to attend the Beat the Odds scholarship banquet.

11J.
Chairperson Smoot regretfully announced her resignation from the Commission effective May 14, 2008 as she is moving to Arizona.  She expressed her appreciation to fellow Commissioners and staff for her five years on the Commission.


Commissioners and staff thanked her for service to the City and bid her a fond farewell.

12K.
The Commission welcomed guest David Ehrlich.

12.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 7:55 p.m., Commissioner Robbins moved to adjourn the meeting to June 11, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Smoot so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

June 11, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission


4
May 14, 2008

