March 11, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 11, 2009, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, Hazell, Ning, Robbins, Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
None.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones, 

Recreation Services Manager Brunette,

Assistant to the City Manager Sunshine,

Park Services Manager Wilson, and 

Park Services Supervisor Simoneau.
3.
FLAG SALUTE


Park Services Manager Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
FEBRUARY 11, 2009 


MOTION:  Commissioner Gilbert moved for approval of the February 11, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Hazell seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 


None.

7.
OLD BUSINESS

7A.
DISCUSS DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR WILSON PARK POND
Community Services Director Jones provided background on design concepts for the Wilson Park pond presented to the Commission on February 11, 2009.  He noted that several audience members and Commissioners expressed concern over the potential loss of the pond as well as costs associated with design options.   Staff was directed to explore the option of restoring the existing pond as a short-term alternative.  He presented an option, as well as associated one-time and recurring estimated costs included in agenda material, that would reopen the pond as quickly as possible while making improvements to both the skimmer and circulation pumping systems.  He mentioned that filling the pond only costs $250 to $300 and that draining and refilling the pond on an annual basis could be considered.  He recommended that the Commission approve this alternative that would maintain the integrity of the pond as it was designed at minimal value in order to buy three to five years or even longer based on maintenance practices.

Commissioner Robbins stated that this option would cause minimal disruption to activities in Wilson Park and be much easier to sell to the City and public.

Responding to Commissioner Ning’s inquiry, Park Services Supervisor Simoneau confirmed that biological chemicals introduced into the pond would not harm ducks, cats, dogs, or humans and that releasing fish or turtles is a citable offense by State law.

Glen Bazell, Date Avenue, presented a proposal to design and build a system that would separate solids and liquids by agitating the top surface of the solids of the pond.  He stated that his proposal would cost approximately $4,000 to design and build, that implementation would be made up of volunteer effort, and the only unknown is how to dispose of the solids.  He estimated that his system could clean 16 cubic feet per eight hour period in a gradual process that could take up to six months for the entire pond. 

Community Services Director Jones advised that there are companies licensed to collect and remove solids and brought up the possibility of using Mr. Bazell’s proposal as a maintenance practice.

Commissioner Ning commented that implementation of staff’s proposal makes sense and then the Division could experiment with the maintenance feature presented by Mr. Bazell.

Commissioner Taniguchi expressed appreciation to Mr. Bazell for his offer but stated that she supports the short-term solution presented by staff.

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to approve the proposal presented by staff to renovate the Wilson Park pond and to continue to explore the proposal presented by Glen Bazell.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
7B.
SKATE PARK UPDATE

Recreation Services Manager Brunette provided an update on Wilson Skate Park included in the material of record.  He reported that skate elements numbered 30-33 in Attachment A were removed in mid-February 2009 due to maintenance and safety concerns.
7C.
MADRONA MARSH PRESERVE UPDATE

Recreation Services Manager Brunette reported that Madrona Marsh Preserve has been closed since mid-February 2009 due to harmful bacteria discovered during routine wet season water testing.  He advised that much of the bacterium has been clearing naturally and that staff continues to test and monitor the water.  He stated that it was also determined that Drain #1 leading into the Marsh is clogged and has high levels of enteric bacteria, noting that remediation measures are being taken.

Community Services Director Jones advised that staff suspects illegal dumping by businesses into Drain #1 as well as other storm drains in the City.  He stated that many Departments as well as the Police Department are involved in the investigation and a vendor consultant is conducting an analysis.
8.
NEW BUSINESS
8A.
APPROVAL TO LEASE TO T-MOBILE A CELLULAR SITE AT SEA AIRE GOLF COURSE


Assistant to the City Manager and Land Management Chairperson Sunshine provided a slide presentation regarding a proposal to locate a cellular antenna site at Sea Aire Golf Course.  He reported that the antenna would be a palm tree monopole set adjacent to like trees and that there would be a cabinet constructed adjacent to the existing clubhouse facility for support electronics.  He noted that the five-year lease rate is $27,600 annually with four five-year options and that funds would go back to the Parks and Recreation Revolving Fund.


In response to Commissioners’ inquires, a representative from T-Mobile stated that a technician would need access once a month to conduct software updates, that lines would run underground from the cabinet to the monopole, and that construction would take no longer than 30 days.


MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to concur with a recommendation of the City Manager to approve a proposal to locate a cellular site at Sea Aire Golf Course.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

9.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
9A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

9B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Chairperson Orpe reported that monitoring non-profit social service agencies would be assigned at the next Committee meeting. 

9C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

9D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Has not met.  

10.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

10A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Community Services Director Jones distributed a revised brochure for the Tree Dedication Program, noting that it was determined that the cost difference was negligible to separate the costs for weekday and weekend rates.  He stated that a line was added for additional donations and that the improved brochure would be considered by City Council in two weeks.


Commissioner Cook expressed concern that a cedar tree planted at Paradise Park is in the play area and Park Services Supervisor Simoneau explained that the people who made the tree dedication had other trees in the area and wanted to keep the family together.
10B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION
Park Services Manager Wilson noted that the Park Services Division Report for February 2009 was included in agenda packets.

10C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services Division Report for February 2009 was included in agenda packets. 

In response to Commissioner Hazell’s inquiry, Community Services Director Jones stated that the Sports Wall of Fame is listed within the City’s capital budget projects list and is on hold pending approval.

11.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2

11A.
Chairperson Orpe welcomed Youth Council members Christina Kang from South High School and Shreyasi Ghosh from West High School.

11B.
Commissioner Robbins offered the observation that the Wilson Park tree house is looking much better.

11C.
Chairperson Orpe stated that he is a frequent visitor to Entradero Sump and sees no traffic or parking problems with West Torrance Little League.

11D.
Chairperson Orpe announced the April 4, 2009 Pancake Breakfast at the Attic.

11E.
Community Services Director Jones stated that staff is meeting with homeowners on March 12, 2009 to discuss property line issues for the Lomita-Anza right-of-way.
11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:04 p.m., Commissioner Hazell moved to adjourn the meeting to April 8, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Ning seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
April 8, 2009

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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