January 14, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 14, 2009, in the West Annex meeting room at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, Hazell, McGee, Ning, Robbins, Taniguchi, and Chairperson Orpe.

Absent:            
None.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones, 

Recreation Services Manager Brunette,

Senior Business Manager Minter, 

Park Services Manager Wilson, 

Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso, and 

Facility Reservation Specialist Patsy Beahan.
3.
FLAG SALUTE


Commissioner McGee led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
DECEMBER 10, 2008 


MOTION:  Commissioner Robbins moved for approval of the December 10, 2008 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #1 – None.
7.
NEW BUSINESS

7A.
SOUTH BAY KOREAN SOCCER CLUB DONATION
Senior Business Manager Minter introduced the item and welcomed Sean Ji from the South Bay Korean Soccer Club that has rented Columbia Park since 2000.


Mr. Ji, on behalf of South Bay Korean Soccer Club, presented a $1,000 donation to the Community Services Department.  He expressed appreciation to the Department for its continued support and gave special thanks to Facility Reservation Specialist Beahan for all her assistance.


Community Services Director Jones stated that he was delighted to have a Torrance-based organization use its facilities the way they are designed to be used.  He was pleased to accept the donation for youth programs in the City and also expressed appreciation to Facility Reservation Specialist Beahan.

7B.
APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO LEASE AGREEMENTS WITH VARIOUS LITTLE LEAGUES

Senior Business Manager Minter provided background on the water billing subsidy program as part of five-year lease agreements with North Torrance Little League, Riviera Little League, Torrance American Baseball (TABB), and West Torrance Little League.  He explained that the City was responsible for payment of water charges until each League had its own water meter and, now that meters are in place, staff is ready to implement a new water billing system to the Leagues.  He noted that the purpose of this billing system is to encourage water conservation by the Leagues and to bring them into compliance with their lease agreements.  He presented average water usage per League as well as the proposed 60% subsidy, noting that if the Leagues use less than the expected monthly subsidy, they would not pay for any water.  He stated that the Leagues have recently entered the final year of their five-year lease agreements and that staff would monitor all aspects of the program, returning in late 2009 with new lease agreements for each League.  


When Commissioner McGee questioned why water usage by TABB was higher than other Leagues, Senior Business Manager Minter stated that he could not explain the disparity but that staff would work with them to achieve reduction.  


Commissioner Gilbert received clarification from staff that the Leagues have complete control over their water usage and that the City would invoice them on an annual basis.  She suggested that the word “PROPERTY” in the lease amendments be changed to reflect 60% of the average of total charges.


Responding to Commissioner Robbins’ inquiry regarding possible leakage, Park Services Manager Wilson stated that they do not maintain the irrigation systems on Little League properties.  


Wade Downey, Treasurer, TABB, questioned the accuracy of its water usage and if only TABB is drawing off the water that is being metered.  He stated that it would be a hardship for the League to be billed annually and requested quarterly billing or when they are in season, adding that knowing what their monthly usage is would help them forecast and conserve.


Park Services Manager Wilson stated that there are two additional redundant meters installed and that staff would make every effort to verify the accuracy.  He noted that there has been a drastic reduction of TABB water usage in the past year.


Greg Crisfield, Riviera Little League, maintained that there is an area on its water meter that is outside of their fields and requested that this area also be subsidized. 


Park Services Manager Wilson explained that there is also a portion of the Little League field on the park meter and that it is an equitable amount of turf.


Community Services Director Jones suggested that Commissioners recommend approval of amendments with the proviso that staff verify accuracy of TABB’s water meter and Riviera Little League’s field measurement, adding that the item would be brought back in February if any inaccuracies are found.


MOTION:  Commissioner Ning moved to recommend approval of Amendments to Lease Agreements with various Little Leagues with the caveat that staff work with Little Leagues to verify accuracy of water meters, to verify accuracy of field usage, and to modify Lease Agreement language to state 60% subsidy of average water usage rather than water usage on the PROPERTY.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

7C.
PRESENTATION BY NATIONAL COUNCIL ON ALCOHOLISM AND DRUG DEPENDENCE/SOUTH BAY TO PROHIBIT SMOKING ON CITY PARKS

Park Services Manager Wilson introduced the item and welcomed Joan Waddell, Program Director for National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence/South Bay.


Ms. Waddell distributed packets and requested that Commissioners support a proposal to ban smoking in City parks.  She stated that surveys are being distributed to park users with results expected within two months.  She requested permission to conduct five cigarette butt clean-ups at five City parks and asked which parks might have butts as she was at Wilson Park and found only two.  She added that she would like to take the butts to the City Council meeting when the proposal is presented.


Commissioner Robbins questioned why, if only found two butts were found, there should be additional restrictions, noting that a problem has not been identified in parks that needs to be fixed.

Ms. Waddell responded that it would be healthy to have ordinances in this area because second hand smoke is dangerous and that we need to be role models for children.  She stated that Farmers’ Market Manager Weiss also suggested that Farmers’ Market be smoke free.


Commissioner Taniguchi related her observation that she has never seen anyone smoking at Wilson Park and that she walks there every day.


Commissioner McGee suggested that people already believe that smoking has been banned at parks since smoking is not allowed within 25 feet of playgrounds.


Senior Business Manager Minter pointed out that a smoking ban would negatively affect some user groups.


It was decided that the Commission would consider the proposal again in a few months after Ms. Waddell has conducted the butt clean-ups, surveys have been returned, and a needs analysis completed.

8.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE – GRANT PROGRAM 


Senior Recreation Supervisor Kelso reported that on January 13, 2009 City Council approved the Commission’s recommendation for $40,000 in grant funding to non-profit social service agencies and that checks will be issued in February 2009.

8C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Has not met.  

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY

9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION


Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the December 2008 report was included in the material of record.  He spoke highly of Facility Reservation Specialist Beahan and offered his regrets that he did not have the opportunity to introduce her before she left the meeting.   He advised that an item regarding a pump station at Sunny Glen Park has been pulled and may be coming back in February or March 2009. He distributed fliers and encouraged Commissioners to attend the grand opening of Torrance Batting Cages on January 22, 2009.


In response to an inquiry at the last meeting, he explained that the self insurance fund in the Budget Report is used to offset unanticipated claims against the City.  


Responding to Commissioner Robbins’ inquiry, he explained that Park Rangers support some special events that include driving float participants to and from Pasadena for the Rose Parade.


Commissioner Hazell inquired about the Turkey Trot and Community Services Director Jones responded that it was a successful event with approximately 3,400 registered runners.

9B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION
No report. 

9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services Division Report for December 2008 was included in agenda packets and welcomed new Recreation Supervisor Allison Saufua.

Recreation Supervisor Saufua provided her background as a part-time employee with the City and stated that she was honored to be supervising the after school and park programs, summer and spring camps, Breakfast with Santa, Breakfast with the Easter Bunny, and Halloween Carnival.

 Recreation Services Manager Brunette reported that the agreement for Las Canchas Tennis Facility was awarded to current concessionaires at the December 16, 2008 City Council meeting.  He was pleased to announce that the Torrance Rose Float won the Tournament Volunteer’s award for best floral design. He advised that Commissioner appointments were conducted on January 13, 2009, that Commissioners Gilbert, Ning, and Taniguchi were reappointed, and that Commissioner McGee was appointed to the Water Commission.

In response to Commissioner Hazell’s inquiry, staff described the Las Canchas Tennis Facility and background checks for concessionaires and volunteers.

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2

10A.
Community Services Director Jones stated that this was Commissioner McGee’s last meeting and thanked him for all the services he has provided to the community.  He noted that there would be a retirement function for him in the near future.


Commissioners expressed appreciation to Commissioner McGee for his service to the City and bid him a fond farewell.


Commissioner McGee stated that he enjoyed his total of 18 years on the Parks and Recreation Commission and thanked Commissioners, staff, and his wife Carmen for their support.

10B.
Commissioner Gilbert shared that the Cultural Arts Center Foundation has three sold-out events in January but that tickets were still available for Lesley Gore.

10C.
Community Services Director Jones stated that next month sub-committee assignments would be determined.

10D.
Commissioner Hazell shared information about El Camino College’s women’s volleyball championship.

10E.
Chairperson Orpe stated that he enjoyed the Rose Float Official’s night.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 8:33 p.m., Commissioner Hazell moved to adjourn the meeting to February 11, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner McGee seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Orpe so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

February 11, 2009

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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