January 13, 2010

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Parks and Recreation Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13, 2010, in City Council Chambers at Torrance City Hall.  

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Cook, Gilbert, Orpe, 

Robbins, and Taniguchi. 

Absent:            
Vice-Chairperson Hazell and Chairperson Ning.
Also Present:

Community Services Director Jones,

Recreation Services Manager Brunette, 

Senior Business Manager Minter, 

Park Services Manager Carson, and

Senior Administrative Analyst Orpe.

In the absence of Chairperson Ning and Vice-Chairperson Hazell, Commissioner Robbins led the meeting.

MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to grant excused absences to Commissioner Hazell and Chairperson Ning for the January 13, 2010 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Cook seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.
3.
FLAG SALUTE


Recreation Services Manager Brunette led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

4.
AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

MOTION:  Commissioner Gilbert moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda for this meeting.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

5.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

5A.
MINUTES OF 
DECEMBER 9, 2009 


MOTION:  Commissioner Gilbert moved for approval of the December 9, 2009 Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell and Chairperson Ning). 

6.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS #1 
None.
7.
NEW BUSINESS
7A.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF LEASE AGREEMENT WITH AMERICAN LEGION FOR USE OF CITY PROPERTY FOR THE BABE RUTH YOUTH BASEBALL PROGRAM

Recreation Services Manager Brunette provided background on the material of record and requested that the Commission recommend approval of a lease agreement with American Legion Post 170 for a five-year term.  He noted that there was no funding or expenditures on behalf of the City and that there was revenue of $1 per year.


Responding to Commissioner Robbins’ inquiry, he advised that provisions in this lease agreement are similar to those with other youth baseball leagues, with minor changes in the Parking/Traffic Plan and Respect Our Neighbors Policy exhibits.


Rod Guyton, Ladeene Avenue, stated that the new Babe Ruth League has applied for 501c3 non-profit status and expressed appreciation to American Legion for allowing them to maintain the field until it is received.  


MOTION:  Commissioner Cook moved to recommend approval of a lease agreement with American Legion Post 170 for use of City-owned property at Entradero Sump as a youth baseball field for a five-year term beginning February 1, 2010 through December 31, 2014.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell and Chairperson Ning).

***

Commissioner Robbins explained that Items 7B, 7C, and 7D are conceptual plans to allow the City to apply for Proposition 84 grant funding and that timing is critical as applications must be submitted by March 1, 2010.  He stated that California voters approved Proposition 84 funds in 2006 and award grants on a competitive basis for the creation of new parks and recreational opportunities.  The first round of grant funds will be $184 million, with another competitive round in 2011 or 2012. He noted the importance of applying for grant funding when it becomes available because there are no City funds available for these projects.

7B.
APPROVAL OF PUEBLO PARK PROJECT AND APPLICATION FOR PROPOSITION 84 GRANT FUNDS

Community Services Director Jones provided a presentation on the Pueblo Park Renovation Project, noting that the Commission approved a conceptual plan for the .7 acre park approximately five years ago.  He discussed community needs and project overview that includes a 4,000 square foot multi-purpose building, lighted and realigned basketball court, tot lot, and picnic area.  He stated that the estimated cost for the project is approximately $2.3 million dollars.


He stated that potential programs and community involvement were discussed at community meetings held on December 8, 2009, December 22, 2009, and January 6, 2010.  He added that the City has also launched a website to solicit input for community members unable to attend the meetings.  He recommended that the Commission recommend approval of the Pueblo Park Renovation Project and application for Proposition 84 grant funds, noting that comments and recommendations provided at this meeting would be forwarded to City Council for its consideration on February 9, 2010.


In response to Commissioner Gilbert’s inquiries, staff stated that there are 32 City parks and explained that the State is allowing as many submissions as a City can provide.


Commissioner Taniguchi recalled attending a meeting at Pueblo Park as a new Commissioner five years ago and expressed her support for concurring with staff recommendation.


Commissioner Gilbert inquired if City parks have Friends of the Park and staff responded that there are many Friends groups that assist in funding programs throughout the City.  


Commissioner Robbins received clarification that the soil quality was validated as safe prior to bringing the project forward.


Abraham Levine, Avenida de Jose, Redondo Beach, stated that Proposition 84 was passed in 2006 but that now California has the lowest bond ratings of any State, that grants are being funded by taxes, and that California has huge deficits.  He questioned why residents cannot exercise in other locations. 


Sally Bernard, Del Amo Boulevard, (no speaker card), expressed appreciation to staff and stated that the project would be an asset for the entire City and that community members would be willing to help maintain the park.


Annie Luna, Del Amo Boulevard, and Eleazar Ibarra, Del Amo Boulevard, stated that the community needs the park and urged the Commission to recommend approval. 


Adam Hoxie, Del Amo Boulevard, received clarification that grant funds would fully fund construction of the project.


Ruben Ordaz, Del Amo Boulevard, expressed hope that the project would be approved and added that youth would no longer have to go to other parks.


Commissioner Robbins received clarification that these funds have been identified for these types of projects throughout the State and that the City would find out in September 2010 if its application was awarded.


Commissioner Gilbert inquired what happens if the project ends up costing more than what is being asked and Community Services Director Jones responded that the City would have to come up with the balance, adding that it is currently a good environment for low construction bids.


MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to concur with staff recommendation to proceed with the Pueblo Park Renovation Project and application for Proposition 84 grant funding.  Commissioner Gilbert seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell and Chairperson Ning).

7C.
APPROVAL OF BISHOP MONTGOMERY BASIN PROJECT AND APPLICATION FOR PROPOSITION 84 GRANT FUNDS
Community Services Director Jones provided a slide presentation on the Bishop Montgomery Basin Project and discussed the high demand for night lit practice space in Torrance for youth sports.  He noted that the area has only 1.02 acres of parkland per 1000 residents, making it one of the most underserved areas in the City in terms of public parks.  He presented staff recommendation that the Commission approve the project and application for Proposition 84 grant funds. 

He presented a Project Overview of the 11.2 acres of City-owned land that would serve a dual use for the City—as a water retention basin and as a developed recreational area.  He stated that the conceptual plan consists of a large turf area equivalent to approximately three multi-use sports fields, permanent restrooms, directed sports field and security lighting, 110+ parking spaces, native landscaping planted on the slopes, and stormwater retention improvements.


Community Services Director Jones stated that the estimated cost for this project is $4.5 million and development of this conceptual project would be a cost efficient use of this space.  He discussed concerns raised at community meetings of October 13, 2009 and November 18, 2009 that include traffic, noise, lighting, and safety.  He noted that responses and potential mitigation options are included in Attachment E of the agenda item.  He stated that staff would forward all comments and recommendations at this meeting to City Council for consideration of this topic on February 9, 2010.


Joe Bonchonsky, Bluff Street, stated that there is a great need for soccer fields in the City, noting that this project would benefit the growth of youth sports and serve as a great income source. 


Harry Gilbert, Steveann Street, expressed safety concerns about westbound traffic on Torrance Boulevard attempting to turn left into the site or using private businesses to turn around in.  He stated that access needs to be addressed and suggested changing the application from an active area to a passive area.


Debra Corwin, Bulova Street, cautioned that 110 parking spaces would be inadequate and that there would be an increase in traffic.


At Commissioner Robbins’ request, Community Services Director Jones explained that this is a conceptual project and that an environmental assessment would be conducted if grant funding is awarded.


In response to Ms. Corwin’s inquiry, he advised that light usage costs are paid by the organizations that use the fields but that ongoing maintenance of the facility would be required.


Joan Campbell, Palos Verdes Boulevard, requested that no lights be installed, expressed concern about maintenance costs, and stated that this proposal would only provide soccer fields for youth, not a park for everyone. 


Kalyn Kaemerle and Holly Kaemerle, Avenue C, expressed support for the project because soccer teams are often forced to travel outside the City to find available, lit fields for practices and games. 


Brian Johnson, Lillian Street, stated that the project is not for the general public but for soccer players.  He expressed concern about existing wildlife and recommended eliminating light usage in order to limit hours of operation.


Steve Morgan, Wilma Street, commended staff for pursuing the idea of utilizing the sump for a multi-use recreational facility.  He emphasized the lack of practice space in Torrance and stated that lights are necessary but could be limited by timers. 


Ethel Kovach, Barbara Street, requested that the sump be left alone and entered into record her letter dated January 7, 2010 to the Mayor, City Council, and Parks and Recreation Commissioners. 

Kent Schwitkis, Lenore Street, expressed concern that the sump is filled with toxic wastes, that proposed traffic patterns are inadequate, that the grant funds should not be used for parking spaces, and that the project is for organized sports only.


Michelle Shank, Palos Verdes Boulevard, expressed concern about increased traffic and stated that she cannot support a project that is only for 20% of residents.  She questioned location of the entryway and if grant funding is limited to sports fields. 


Community Services Director Jones responded that the project has been identified as an active space and that funding is for construction of any type of recreational opportunities.  


Mitchell Levine, Cathann Street, stated that he could support the project but not if he lived adjacent to it.  He suggested limiting light usage, using Wilson Park for soccer, and received clarification that artificial turf could not be used because of flooding.


Dennis Tsuyuki, Grant Avenue, questioned if Proposition 84 bonds have been sold, what alternatives have been examined to meet the needs of soccer players, why non-profit organizations only pay $1 per year, and why Park Rangers police parks if they are such low crime areas.


Senior Administrative Analyst Orpe explained that bonds are sold as projects are completed and bills are submitted. 


Community Services Director Jones responded that every grass space in the City is being used for soccer, including Wilson Park and Torrance Unified School District facilities.  He stated that it has been City Council’s decision to not overburden youth of non-profit organizations and that the City and School District have been meeting jointly to identify ways to make financial improvements for both entities.  He explained the functions of Park Rangers who serve as eyes and ears of the Police Department.


Linda Bauman, Palos Verdes Boulevard, voiced concern about increased traffic and inability to back out of her driveway.


Tim Mathews, Howard Avenue, stressed the need to address access and traffic issues before going forward and pointed out that there is a bike lane and bus stop on Torrance Boulevard.


Antoinette Belknap, Palos Verdes Boulevard, stated that her main concern is increased traffic, adding that her family would not benefit from the project.  


Harry Gilbert, Steveann Street, recommended changing the application from active to passive use and applying in the second phase of funding.


Emily DeRuyter, Steveann Street, stated that the project would be an encroachment onto her private property and expressed concern about traffic, lighting, and decreased property value.


Grace Velez, Palos Verdes Boulevard, maintained that playing soccer should not be an entitlement and that the project would affect the quality of life in the neighborhood.


Commissioner Cook discussed the need for lighted soccer fields in Torrance.  He maintained that effects of lighting could be mitigated, that 110 parking spaces are adequate, and that solutions could be found to address both the concerns of the neighborhood and the youth of the City.


Commissioner Gilbert stated that there are many unanswered questions and that she was hesitant to recommend approval of the project in its current state.


Commissioner Taniguchi recommended that groups that use the fields and residents work together cooperatively to address concerns and pointed out that City staff are open to suggestions and have the best interests of residents.   She reminded public members that City Council has the final say and encouraged them to attend the City Council meeting when this topic is considered.


Commissioner Orpe stated that he does not want the City to lose this opportunity to another community and noted the need for clarification about parking, lighting, and traffic issues.


Community Services Director Jones stated that these issues would be conducted in an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that is part of the grant process.  He noted that if the project cannot work, the project will not happen and the funding would be returned.


Commissioner Gilbert received clarification that the cost of conducting an EIR is part of the grant funding and that the City would need to find its own funding for any subsequent modifications that are necessary.


MOTION:  Commissioner Taniguchi moved to recommend approval of the Bishop Montgomery Basin Project and application for Proposition 84 grant funds with the modification that concerns of the public be addressed during the grant process.  Commissioner Cook seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell and Chairperson Ning).


The Commission was in recess from 8:55 p.m. to 9:05 p.m.

7D.
APPROVAL OF OCEAN BASIN PROJECT AND APPLICATION FOR PROPOSITION 84 GRANT FUNDS

Community Services Director Jones provided background and presented the Ocean Basin Project recommendation that involves development of 11 acres of City-owned land, walking/fitness paths and trails, native plant landscaping, eight to 10 parking spaces, and stormwater retention improvements.  He stated that the estimated cost for the project is approximately $1.3 million. He noted that responses to concerns raised by community members at the November 4, 2009 and December 16, 2009 community meetings are included in Attachment F of the agenda material.  He advised that staff would forward all comments this evening to the City Council meeting on this topic scheduled for February 9, 2010.  


Kelly Mahon, Grant Avenue, summarized a letter from Yvonne Moore, Grant Avenue, who felt that residents were not heard at the community meetings and submitted a petition from residents who are opposed to the Ocean Basin Project and/or Bishop Montgomery Basin Project.  She expressed concern about quality of life issues.


Joanie Hall, Merrill Street, expressed concern about sanitation of gutter water runoff and questioned the proposed drainage improvements.  She received clarification that taxpayers would pay for maintenance and that bathrooms are not part of the proposal.


Ronald Verne, Ocean Avenue, noting that Attachment F states that the park would be primarily used by the local neighborhood for exercise, maintained that the local neighborhood does not want it.


Steve Izzi, Cathann Street, questioned why the City feels the need to build on every spot in Torrance.  He stated that questions are not being answered and that the people do not want it.


Debora Bailey, Grant Avenue, voiced her objections to the proposal due to displacement of wildlife, traffic, noise, and crime.


Anne Ishida, Kent Avenue, stated that the City has dedicated up to $1 million to fund the study and design of Basin improvements and that the 2009 General Plan lists areas that are underserved areas in terms of public parks but does not name Southwood or West Torrance.  


Jeanne Lenehan, Cathann Street, stated that concerns were also raised at community meetings regarding privacy, cost, noise, and environmental impact. She stated that it is a frivolous project that is not wanted or needed and that it would not be an improvement in wildlife and habitat restoration, water conservation, aesthetics, or groundwater recharge.


Rosemarie Bailey, Avenida de Jose, Redondo Beach, urged Commissioners to stand by what the people say.  She stated that it would be taxpayers who will pay for maintenance and that residents would prefer walking around the neighborhood.


Brenda Izzi, Cathann Street, stated that she would prefer walking around the neighborhood and that funds should be garnered for more underserved areas.


Abraham Levine, Avenida de Jose, Redondo Beach, questioned who is going to buy California bonds and stated that the City should say it is not going to apply for the grants because of the economic crisis.


Charles Deemer, Talisman, questioned the statistics used for population density within one-half mile from the sumps and pointed out that sumps are already open space.


Senior Administrative Analyst Orpe responded that grant applicants are mandated to use a Community Fact Finder Report database provided by the Department of State Parks to determine population density. 


Commissioner Gilbert stated that she is unable to concur with staff recommendation because the community does not want it.


Commissioner Taniguchi noted that not one person has spoken in support of the project and that she cannot provide her approval.


Commissioner Robbins stated that this proposal is different from the Bishop Montgomery Basin Project because it is intended to serve the neighborhood and the neighborhood does not want it.  He reminded members of the audience that their continued involvement is critical because City Council has the final say.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gilbert moved to not concur with staff recommendation to proceed with the Ocean Basin Project and application for Proposition 84 grant funds.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion.  The motion passed by a 4-1 voice vote, with Commissioner Orpe voting nay. 

7E.
RECOMMEND TO CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE ORIGINAL RECREATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN TORRANCE AND TORRANCE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 


Community Services Director Jones provided background on the material of record and asked Commissioners to recommend approval of an amendment to the original 1986 Recreation Agreement between the City and Torrance Unified School District.  He stated that due to scheduling conflicts and challenges, the amendment was drafted by both parties and clarifies that after each organization’s own event and program needs are met at their respective facilities, the other organization is next in line to be offered priority use.


MOTION:  Commissioner Cook moved to recommend to City Council approval of an amendment to the original Recreation Agreement between the City of Torrance and Torrance Unified School District.  Commissioner Taniguchi seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Hazell and Chairperson Ning).

7F.
DISCUSSION ON APPOINTING A COMMITTEE TO PLAN A DINNER HONORING THE RETIRING COMMISSIONERS



Commissioners Robbins, Gilbert, and Taniguchi volunteered to plan a dinner honoring retiring Commissioners Cook and Orpe.


8.
STANDING COMMITTEE UPDATES
8A.
FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Has not met.

8B.
GRANTS COMMITTEE 


Commissioner Gilbert reported that the Commission’s grant funding recommendation would be considered by City Council on January 26, 2010.

8C.
OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE 
Community Services Director Jones reported that the Committee decided to hold off on moving forward on the dog court proposal until a more grass roots organization comes forward that could fund and assist with the project.

8D.
PROGRAMS COMMITTEE 
Has not met.  

9.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY
9A.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION

Senior Business Manager Minter noted that the Administrative Services Division Report for December 2009 was included in agenda packets.  

9B.
PARK SERVICES DIVISION

Community Services Director Jones introduced new Park Services Manager Robert Carson.

Park Services Manager Carson noted that the Park Services Division Report for December 2009 was included in agenda materials.  

9C.
RECREATION SERVICES DIVISION
Recreation Services Manager Brunette noted that the Recreation Services Division Report for December 2009 was included in agenda packets.

Commissioner Taniguchi announced that Reference Services Librarian Dana Vinke has been accepted to serve as an adult leader next summer to Kashiwa, Japan with the Torrance Sister City program. 

10.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC #2

10A.
Ethyl Kovach, Barbara Street, commended staff and Commissioners for their patience.

10B.
Community Services Director Jones expressed appreciation to retiring Commissioners Cook and Orpe for their eight years of service to the City.


Park Services Manager Carson thanked Commissioners Cook and Orpe for their public service.


Commissioners took turns expressing their appreciation to Commissioners Cook and Orpe and bid them a fond farewell.


Commissioners Cook and Orpe thanked staff and fellow Commissioners for their support and stated that they enjoyed their time on the Commission.

10C.
Senior Business Manager Minter reported that a community meeting was held on January 12, 2010 regarding the Lomita/Anza park proposal and was pleased to announce that in general the community is supportive.

10D.
Commissioners and staff congratulated Commissioner Robbins in successfully chairing tonight’s meeting.

11.
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  At 10:11 p.m., Commissioner Taniguchi moved to adjourn the meeting to February 10, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the West Annex meeting room.  Commissioner Cook seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Acting Chairperson Robbins so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
February 10, 2010

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)


Parks and Recreation Commission
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