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June 8, 2015 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
TORRANCE LIBRARY COMMISSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance Library Commission convened in a regular session at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, June 8, 2015 at El Retiro Branch Library.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Commissioners Haussmann, Perkins,  
Ravine, Sargent, and Chairperson Ross. 

 
Absent:  Commissioner Wengrow. 
 
Also Present: Principal Librarian Wierzbicki, Supervising Librarian 

Ujimori, and Youth Services Supervisor Spradlin.  
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Sargent moved to grant an excused absence to 
Commissioner Wengrow for the June 8, 2015 Library Commission meeting.  
Commissioner Haussmann seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous 
approval. 
 
3. FLAG SALUTE 
 

Chairperson Ross led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Haussmann, seconded by Commissioner Ravine, 
moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda; a roll 
call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Wengrow). 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
5A. MINUTES OF MAY 11, 2015 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Perkins moved to approve the Library Commission 
meeting minutes of May 11, 2015 as presented.  Commissioner Haussmann seconded 
the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner 
Wengrow).  
  
6. NEW BUSINESS   
 
6A. FRIENDS OF THE TORRANCE LIBRARY 
  
 No report. 
 
6B. TORRANCE YOUTH COUNCIL 
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The Commission welcomed Youth Council members Ryota Nishishiba and 
Michael Johannes.  Ryota reported that the Youth Council’s last meeting was June 3. 
 
6C. EL RETIRO LIBRARY REPORT 
 

Supervising Library Ujimori welcomed Commissioners and noted that the El 
Retiro Library Report was included in agenda attachments.  She expressed her 
appreciation to Hollywood Riviera Sportman’s Club for donating acrylic backing for 
DVDs. 

 
Commissioner Sargent stated that the Riviera Garden Club enjoyed hosting a 

program on succulents at El Retiro Library that was attended by 40 people. 
 
6D. SUMMER READING PROGRAM REPORT 
 
 Youth Services Supervisor Spradlin noted that Youth Services Supervisor 
Firchow’s report on the Summer Reading Program was included in agenda materials.  
He provided highlights of changes for the seven-week program “Read to the Rhythm” 
that begins June 22.  He stated that the program is for infants through high school, but 
this summer sixth graders and higher can sign up for the tween/teen program. He 
showed the folders where readers can keep track of the time they spend reading. 
 

He noted that this year they have simplified the program by limiting the incentive 
prize distribution.  He stated that young readers will only receive incentive prizes at the 
beginning of the program and at the half-way point, adding that when they have 
completed their goal of eight hours they receive a Certificate of Accomplishment and can 
select a book to keep.  He stated that the tween/teen program provides gift cards after 
15 hours of reading as well as a raffle ticket to enter into the grand prize drawing.  He 
mentioned that this year participants can go to any library to receive their prizes. 

 
Youth Services Supervisor Spradlin shared information about story/craft activities 

and performers planned for all branches and Katy Geissert that include “Jungle Boogie” 
presented by Wild Wonders and “Drums from Around the World” with Marcus Miller.  He 
stated that this summer each branch would have one week off from programming.  He 
announced the grand finale concert event at Victor Park on August 6.  He expressed his 
gratitude to Friends of Torrance Library for their generosity and support. 

 
In response to Commissioner Ravine’s inquiry, Principal Librarian Wierzbicki 

stated that they are encouraging adults to read by hosting programs that have music 
themes.  She announced “Rhythm of the Islands” at El Retiro on August 8.   

 
Chairperson Ross suggested asking Youth Council members to promote the 

Summer Reading Program to high school students and, in response to his inquiry, Youth 
Services Supervisor Spradlin stated that the greatest participation in the program is 2nd 
and 3rd graders. 
 
6E. CITY AND STATE BUDGET UPDATE 
 

Principal Librarian Wierzbicki distributed a May 29 communication from California 
Library Association (CLA) lobbyists urging CLA members to call Members of the Budget 
Conference Committee asking them to support library funding in the State budget.  She 
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relayed City Librarian Theyer’s letter of appreciation regarding Commission visits to 
legislators in February telling them about the impact public libraries have on the people 
they are elected to represent. 

 
6F. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 
Chairperson Ross stated that he would like to continue as Chairperson and 

Commissioner Ravine expressed interest in being Vice-Chairperson. 
 
MOTION:  Commissioner Haussmann moved to elect Chairperson Ross as 

Chairperson and Commissioner Ravine as Vice-Chairperson of the Library Commission 
beginning July 1, 2015.  Commissioner Perkins seconded the motion; a roll call vote 
reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Wengrow).   
 
6G. COMMISSION BUSINESS CARDS 

 
Principal Librarian Wierzbicki reported that, effective immediately, the City Clerk’s 

Office is only permitting City of Torrance contact information printed on business cards 
for Appointed Officials.  She stated that the intent of this change in policy is to 
standardize contact information on all official City of Torrance business cards. 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS     
 
7A. EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION – AD HOC COMMITTEE 
 
 Principal Librarian Wierzbicki distributed and confirmed the schedule for 
Commissioners’ visits to Katy Geissert and branch libraries. She stated that a second 
person is still needed on July 15 at Southeast Library and Commissioner Haussmann 
offered to participate with Chairperson Ross.   
 
8. MONTHLY DIVISION REPORT  
  

Principal Librarian Wierzbicki noted that City Librarian Theyer’s Monthly Division 
Report was included in agenda materials.  She confirmed that five Commissioners are 
planning to attend the CLA Workshop on November 5-7 in Pasadena.  She noted that 
the early bird deadline in August 28 and asked Commissioners to decide which days 
they are attending. 

 
Staff shared information about the beginning reader leveling project that will 

assist caregivers and children in determining which level books to select.  They 
explained that book spines would be labeled with four different colored dots, adding that 
half of Katy Geissert’s beginning readers have been completed. 

 
Principal Librarian Wierzbicki discussed the new Little Free Library in the 

Torrance Police Department lobby.  She stated that the Police Department called today 
asking for more books. 
  
9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
9A. Chairperson Ross stated that a new Library Commissioners would be appointed 
at the June 23 City Council meeting. 
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9B. Commissioner Ravine stated that he thanked ExxonMobil executives at the 
Community Advisory Panel meeting for their ongoing support of North Torrance Library. 
 
9C. Commissioner Haussmann stated that she attended the Armed Forces Day 
luncheon and called Members of the Budget Conference Committee asking for them to 
support public libraries. 
 
9D. Commissioner Perkins stated that she enjoyed the Armed Forces Day luncheon, 
Arts Council of Torrance, and Torrance Historical Society meeting. 
 
9E. Commissioner Sargent stated that she attended the Torrance Historical Society 
meeting and discussed her recent trip to England, Poland, Czech Republic, and 
Germany, adding that she enjoyed “Case of the Dog in the Night” in London.  
 
9F. Chairperson Ross stated that he attended Youth Council meetings on April 15, 
May 6, and June 6, participated in the Torrance High School Senior Review Project, and 
will participate on the Youth Council selection committee later this week.  
 
9G. Commissioner Sargent announced a Miracle of Living lecture on June 17. 
 
10. ITEMS FOR NEXT LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING 
 
 Items for the July 13, 2015 Library Commission meeting agenda were listed and 
include:  Friends, Youth Council, Monthly Division Report, Southeast Library report, 
welcome new Commissioner, Staff Recognition, annual report, Spot Libraries, and 
budget update.  
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
  

MOTION:  At 8:14 p.m., Commissioner Sargent moved to adjourn the meeting to 
July 13, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at El Southeast Branch Library. Commissioner Ravine 
seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval.   

 
### 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Approved as amended 

July 13, 2015 
s/ Rebecca Poirier, City Clerk   


