
       February 9, 2015 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
TORRANCE LIBRARY COMMISSION 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The Torrance Library Commission convened in a regular session at 7:01 p.m. on 
Monday, February 9, 2015 at Katy Geissert Civic Center Library.   
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Commissioners Haussmann, Perkins, Plourde, 
Ravine, Sargent, Wengrow, and Chairperson Ross.  

 
Absent:  None. 
 
Also Present: City Librarian Theyer. 

 
 It was noted that Commissioner Sheikh was appointed to the Civil Service 
Commission and that Commissioner Plourde was appointed to fill the vacancy. 
 
3. FLAG SALUTE 
 

Commissioner Plourde led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Sargent, seconded by Commissioner Perkins, moved 
to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on the posting of the agenda; a roll call vote 
reflected unanimous approval. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
5A. MINUTES OF JANUARY 12, 2015 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Sargent moved to approve the Library Commission 
meeting minutes of January 12, 2015 as presented.  Commissioner Haussmann 
seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (Commissioner 
Plourde abstaining). 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS   

 
6A. FRIENDS OF THE TORRANCE LIBRARY 
 
 Teresa Covey, Hospitality Chair, reported that the Friends’ January 24 Winter 
Paperback Book Sale made approximately $6,380.  She stated that they have been 
receiving lots of donations and that members enjoyed the program on the Library’s 2014 
accomplishments. 
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 City Librarian Theyer was pleased to note that on February 10 City Council is 
accepting and appropriating over $43,000 in donations from Friends for all 2015 Youth 
Services programming.   
 
6B. TORRANCE YOUTH COUNCIL 
 
 The Commission welcomed Youth Council members Carolyn Egekeze, Cindy 
Takigawa, Nathan Apodaca, and William Kang.  Nathan reported that the video to 
promote Torrance Public Library will be ready by the April Commission meeting.  He 
noted that over 80 high school students participated in the Youth Forum debate. 
 
6C. MEMBERSHIPS 
 
 City Librarian Theyer informed Commissioners that it is time for them to join and 
renew annual memberships in California Library Association (CLA) and California Public 
Library Advocates (CPLA) .She noted that registration forms were included in 
attachments and requested that the Commission vote to allocate an appropriate amount 
of money for individual memberships.   
 
 Commissioner Sargent described the organizations to Commissioner Plourde. 
 
 MOTION:  Commissioner Wengrow moved to allocate $288 for six 
Commissioners to renew or join as non-voting members in California Library Association 
(CLA) and as members in California Public Library Advocates (CPLA).  Commissioner 
Ravine seconded the motion; a roll call vote reflected unanimous approval (Chairperson 
Ross abstaining). 
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 
 
7A. JOINT MEETING WITH TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 
 
 City Librarian Theyer reported that the joint meeting with City Council is 
scheduled for April 21, 2015.  She informed the Commission that, in addition to the 
agenda, written items are now required for everything the Commission presents.  She 
offered to prepare draft written items and asked Commissioners to reassign 
Commissioner Sheikh’s position on the ad hoc committee to plan the joint meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Haussmann volunteered and was appointed to serve on the ad 
hoc committee with Commissioners Ravine and Sargent. Committee members 
scheduled their next meeting on February 18 at Katy Geissert. 
  
7B. EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION – AD HOC COMMITTEE  
 
 Commissioner Perkins reported that the ad hoc committee, consisting of 
Commissioners Perkins, Ravine, and Wengrow, met on February 2 to discuss 
sponsoring and funding a staff recognition event.  She presented the committee’s 
recommendation to give all Library employees Starbucks’ gift cards and Commissioner 
Wengrow recommended that Commissioners deliver trays of cookies to each Library 
after the start of Summer Reading Program.  It was noted that there are presently 106 
staff members and that there are four stations at Katy Geissert in addition to the five 
branches.  The Commission concurred with the committee’s recommendations and City 
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Librarian Theyer offered to bring back a schedule for Commissioner visits.   The next ad 
hoc committee meeting is scheduled for February 18 at Katy Geissert. 
 
7C. DAY IN THE DISTRICT 
 
 City Librarian Theyer reported that she is still trying to schedule visits with the 
three newly elected representatives for Torrance.  All Commissioners expressed interest 
in participating and she offered to contact them with dates and times when they become 
available.   
 

Chairperson Ross explained the purpose of Day in the District to Commissioner 
Plourde, and City Librarian Theyer explained that CLA prepares materials, sample 
letters, and talking points for Commissioner visits.  She added that she informs the City’s 
State lobbyist of what they plan to talk about. 

 
Commissioner Plourde asked if he needs to declare that he is friends with 

Assemblymember Hadley, and City Librarian Theyer responded that he would need to 
only if there is a conflict. 
 
8. MONTHLY DIVISION REPORT  
  

City Librarian Theyer noted that her Monthly Division Report was included in 
agenda materials.  She was pleased to announce that Leilani Stewart was selected to fill 
the vacant Administrative Assistant position in Library Administration.  She stated that a 
Library Page vacancy was created and that exams will be conducted.  She provided an 
update on Katy Geissert’s front lobby project and stated that the City’s capital budget 
meeting was postponed to February 10. 

    
9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 
9A. Chairperson Ross distributed an invitation from the Kiwanis Club to their Annual 
Celebration of Community luncheon on March 19 as well as the South Bay Cities 
Council of Governments Annual Meeting on February 27 in Carson. 
 
9B. Chairperson Ross directed staff to place a line item for correspondence on future 
agendas. 
 
9C. Commissioner Ravine stated that he enjoyed attending the February 7 Rose 
Float Association’s dinner as well as the January 31 Torrance Transit 75th Anniversary 
gala. 
 
9D. Commissioner Sargent stated that she had the opportunity to visit Inglewood 
Library while serving on jury duty.  She also attended the January 26 Torrance Historical 
Society’s recognition of Louis Zamperini’s birthday and the Torrance Transit gala. 
  
9E. Commissioner Perkins stated that she attended the Friends’ book sale, City 
Council meeting, Arts Council of Torrance meeting, “Let Freedom Ring,” Old Torrance 
homeowners association meeting, and the Torrance Transit gala.   
 
9F. Commissioner Sargent distributed fliers for a Miracle of Living lecture on 
February 19 on heart disease. 
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9G. Chairperson Ross stated that he attended the Friends’ book sale, City Council 
meeting, and two Youth Council meetings. 
 
9H. Commissioner Plourde encouraged Commissioners to visit the American Red 
Cross facility and Wall of Fame on Sepulveda Boulevard. 
 
9I. Commissioner Haussmann stated that she enjoyed the Torrance Transit gala 
and called attention to the photograph of the Library on the cover of the new Seasons. 
 
9J. In response to Commissioner Sargent’s inquiry, City Librarian Theyer stated that 
the free little library at Pueblo Park was relocated and getting used more and that the 
one at Discovery Park is heavily used. 
 
10. ITEMS FOR NEXT LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING 
 
 Items for the March 9, 2015 Library Commission meeting agenda were listed and 
include:  Friends, Youth Council, Monthly Division Report, Joint Meeting agenda, 
Council, Day in the District, add correspondence item, and Staff Recognition event. 
 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
  

MOTION:  At 8:28 p.m., Commissioner Sargent moved to adjourn the meeting to 
March 9, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at Walteria Branch Library.  Commissioner Wengrow 
seconded the motion and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Ross so ordered.   

 
### 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Approved as submitted 

August 6, 2014 
s/ Rebecca Poirier, City Clerk   
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