            June 9, 2008

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE LIBRARY COMMISSION
1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Library Commission convened in a regular session at 7:05 p.m. on Monday, June 9, 2008 at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library. 

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Gerber, Grogan, Haig, Lang*, Wang, and Chairperson Chappell.


Absent:

Commissioner Botello.
Also Present:

City Librarian Weiner, 

Principal Librarian Theyer, and

Youth Services Supervisor Baier.

MOTION:  Commissioner Wang moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Botello for the June 9, 2008 Library Commission meeting.  Commissioner Gerber seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

*Commissioner Lang arrived at 7:46 p.m.

3.
FLAG SALUTE

Commissioner Wang led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

4a.
MINUTES OF 
MAY 12, 2008

MOTION:  Commissioner Haig moved for the approval of the May 12, 2008 Library Commission meeting minutes as submitted.  Chairperson Chappell seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Botello).

5.
NEW BUSINESS
5a.
YOUTH COUNCIL REPORT

No report.

Commissioners Haig, Lang, and Chairperson Chappell volunteered to serve on the Youth Council selection committee on June 18-19, 2008. 

5b.
FRIENDS OF THE TORRANCE LIBRARY REPORT


City Librarian Weiner was pleased to report that Friends voted to approve the adult programming grant for the year that was submitted by Principal Librarian Theyer.

5c.
2008 SUMMER READING PROGRAM

City Librarian Weiner regretfully informed the Commission of the passing of beloved co-worker Virginia Rittenburg. 


Youth Services Supervisor Baier presented a report on the six-week 2008 Summer Reading Program “Catch the Reading Bug” that begins June 23, 2008.  She distributed goodie bags containing Summer Reading Program schedules, bookmarks, and prizes as well as a list of sponsors that include Friends, ExxonMobil Foundation, Legoland, Poquito Mas, Pat and Oscar’s, and Angels Baseball.  She discussed a major change this year that will measure the success of the program and participation by the amount of minutes read by children versus the number of books.  She stated that she hopes the change will instill a reading habit and will make the system less of an obstacle for reluctant readers.  She mentioned that another change this year will allow children to read any printed material, not just books checked out.  She noted that there would be more paid performers than ever before this summer, including Saturdays, and discussed outreach efforts at Farmers’ Market, Ooodles of Noodles, and every school in Torrance.

5d.
LIBRARY DIVISION QUARTERLY REPORT


City Librarian Weiner noted that the Library Division Quarterly Report for January – March 2008 was included in agenda packets.


Responding to Chairperson Chappell’s inquiry, Principal Librarian Theyer explained that the statistics are generated by a system-wide aggregation.  

5e.
EXXON MOBIL COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE


City Librarian Weiner reported that the Library will be participating at the ExxonMobil Community Open House on August 16, 2008.

6.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
6a.
ALA REPORT

Commissioner Gerber confirmed that she will be attending the American Library Association (ALA) conference on June 26-July 2, 2008 at the Anaheim Convention Center.  

Commissioner Lang arrived at 7:46 p.m.

6b.
BOOK EXPO REPORT

City Librarian Weiner shared information about her attendance at the May 29-June 1, 2008 Book Expo Trade Show at Los Angeles Convention Center.  She distributed handouts and discussed four panel discussions at the all day seminar Day of Dialog:  Readers’ Advisory Challenge with vendors from NoveList and other data base providers that include Books and Authors and Fiction Connection, historical fiction, digital audio, and general hot books for fall. 


A brief discussion centered on the possibility of the Library offering Overdrive or some other downloadable audio service in the future.

6c.
FARMERS’ MARKET OUTREACH 

The June 7, 2008 event was previously discussed under Item 5c.

6d
BRANCH SHELVING UPDATE


Principal Librarian Theyer reported that the Library was waiting on a quote from the moving company before proceeding with shelving contracts and that all branches 

have completed weeding their collections. She discussed the challenge of discarding old furniture and large pieces of glass and advised that it will take approximately 12 weeks to manufacture the new shelving once the contract is approved. 


6e.
BABY BOOMER UPDATE

 
Principal Librarian Theyer reported that the advisory board has been working furiously to prepare the grant application due June 27, 2008.  She stated that the proposal, named Torrance Public Library’s LINK (Lifelong Information Networks and Knowledge), includes three elements:  public relations, events and outreach targeted toward baby boomers, and revisiting and redevelopment of volunteer opportunities.  She stated that the Recreation Division and Retired Senior Volunteer program have been selected as formal partners.

6f.
FINANCIAL LITERACY

Commissioner Haig distributed Edward Jones seminar information regarding general education on financial literacy.  

Principal Librarian Theyer stated that H & R Block would be willing to do tax seminars in the fall.

Commissioner Wang and Chairperson Chappell volunteered to serve on a subcommittee with Commissioner Haig to plan a future event regarding financial literacy.


MOTION:  Commissioner Lang, seconded by Chairperson Chappell, moved to form a subcommittee of Commissioners Haig, Wang, and Chairperson Chappell to oversee potential financial literacy programming; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Botello).

6g.
JOINT MEETING WITH FRIENDS AND FOUNDATION
City Librarian Weiner reported that, due to scheduling conflicts, the Foundation board suggested postponing a joint meeting with Friends for later in the year.

6h.
SCREENING OF WHO KILLED THE ELECTRIC CAR? 6/21/08 – JOINT PROJECT WITH THE EQ&EC COMMISSION

Commissioner Gerber distributed fliers and reported that Recycling Coordinator Sherman and South Bay Energy Savings Center would be participating in the event.  

6a.
LIBRARY PART-TIME EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION EVENT JUNE 25

Commissioner Lang distributed the estimated budget, seating chart, and draft invitation for the Library Part-time Employee Recognition event on June 25, 2008.  She initiated discussion regarding attendance, coffee donations, catering, flowers and vases, and gift certificates. 


MOTION:  Commissioner Lang moved to approve the invitation to the Library Part-time Employee Recognition Event on June 25, 2008.  Commissioner Gerber seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Botello).

7.
STANDING COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS 

7a.
TORRANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION MAY BOARD MEETING

City Librarian Weiner distributed the Foundation’s new brochure, membership card, and solicitation letter for general membership.   She offered to relay Commissioners’ request to be placed on the Foundation’s mailing list and announced the next Foundation meeting on June 18, 2008 at the Katy Geissert Library.

7b.
TUSD ECT

No report.

7c.
MCLS SYSTEM ADVISORY BOARD

City Librarian Weiner reported that Commissioner Botello attended the May 22, 2008 MCLS System Advisory Board meeting and that representatives expressed the need for more communication from MCLS on a regular basis.  She reported that the main topic of discussion at the general MCLS meeting was the consolidation of MCLS and its bylaws with two other large library systems.  She stated that MCLS received a grant for Big Box programming.

8.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT

 
City Librarian Weiner announced that the Library bond measure SB1516 passed the Senate Floor and will now move to the Assembly where it will be scheduled for hearing in a policy committee in several weeks.


She announced upcoming programming that includes a book discussion on Don Borchert’s Free for All:  Oddballs, Geeks, and Gangstas in the Public Library on June 19,  “Start Your Own Book Club” on June 25, and A Good Indian Wife with Anne Cherian on June 28, 2008.


City Librarian Weiner stated that the Library has been doing some in service training on customer service due to the number of complaints from the public about the Library’s policies and procedures in the past six months.

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
9a.
Commissioners and staff wished Commissioner Haig a happy birthday.
9b.
Commissioner
Grogan requested an excused absence for the July Commission meeting.



MOTION:  Commissioner Haig moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Grogan for the July 14, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Wang seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Botello).

9c.
Commissioner
 Lang requested an excused absence for the July Commission meeting.



MOTION:  Commissioner Wang moved to grant an excused absence to Commissioner Lang for the July 14, 2008 Commission meeting.  Commissioner Gerber seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Botello).

9d.
Commissioner Lang stated that she found Library staff to be friendly and helpful on weekend visits and suggested the possibility of touring Katy Geissert at a future Commission meeting.

9e.
Commissioner Haig also commended Library staff and initiated a brief discussion regarding school summer reading lists.

9f.
Commissioners discussed possible nominees for a CALTAC award.

9g.
Commissioner Gerber announced a Total 80’s Trivia Contest on August 9, 2008.


10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING

Items for the July 14, 2008 Library Commission meeting agenda were listed and include: Part-time Staff Recognition debriefing, tour of Katy Geissert, ALA debriefing, branch shelving update, election of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, financial literacy, joint film presentation, Youth Council selection, Friends, ExxonMobil Open House, Katy Geissert remodel, and Torrance Public Library Foundation.

11.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 9:47 p.m., Commissioner Lang, with a second by Commissioner Wang, moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, July 14, 2008 at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library, at 7:00 p.m. and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Chappell so ordered.

Approved as Submitted

July 14, 2008

s/   Sue Herbers, City Clerk    (lc)
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