      January 12, 2009

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

TORRANCE LIBRARY COMMISSION
1.
CALL TO ORDER


The Torrance Library Commission convened in a regular session at 7:13 p.m. on Monday, January 12, 2009 at Katy Geissert Civic Center Library. 

2.
ROLL CALL

Present:
Commissioners Chappell, Gerber, Lang, Wang*, and

Chairperson Haig.


Absent:

Commissioner Grogan.
Also Present:

City Librarian Weiner and Principal Librarian Theyer.


MOTION:  Commissioner Chappell moved to grant Commissioner Grogan an excused absence for the January 12, 2009 Library Commission meeting.  Commissioner Gerber seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval.

*Commissioner Wang arrived at 7:42 p.m.

3.
FLAG SALUTE

Sam and Eleanor Logue led the Pledge of Allegiance.

4.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were not available. 

5.
NEW BUSINESS
5a.
FRIENDS OF THE TORRANCE LIBRARY REPORT

City Librarian Weiner announced a paperback book sale on January 17, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Katy Geissert Civic Center Library.

5b.
YOUTH COUNCIL REPORT

Torrance Youth Council members Rosemary Liu from Torrance High School and Christina Kang from South High School discussed preparations for the February 24, 2009 Youth Forum debates at the ATTIC.

5c.
CLA ‘DAY IN THE DISTRICT’

City Librarian Weiner reported that position papers are on the California Library Association (CLA) website and that appointments for January 30, 2009 and February 6, 2009 should be on it in a day or two.  She offered to provide packets of talking points for Commissioners who are attending.  Commissioners expressed interest in attending one or both days, Commissioner Lang stated that she might go as a former Commissioner, and Principal Librarian Theyer mentioned that Brad Moylan, Torrance Youth Council, might be interested in attending.


MOTION:  Commissioner Gerber moved to authorize the Library Commission to be represented at the California Library Association ‘Day in the District.’  Commissioner Lang seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Grogan).


In response to Commissioner Lang’s inquiry, staff stated that none of the grant funds that they expect to receive has been frozen yet. 


Torrance Youth Council member Brad Moylan, South High School, arrived at 7:20 p.m.

5d.
AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION REPORT TO THE PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION TEAM 



City Librarian Weiner briefly reviewed the ALA report submitted to the Obama-Biden Transition Team on December 17, 2008 and included in the agenda material.  The issues included in the report include Broadband Build-Out and Telecommunications Policy, School Libraries, Funding for Library Programs, Access and Transparency in Government, and Access and Civil Liberties Issues.



Commissioner Wang arrived at 7:42 p.m.

6.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
6a.
FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAM UPDATE
  
Chairperson Haig reported that he would be contacting Michael Goguen, Financial Advisor with Edward Jones, to schedule a Commission-sponsored program on financial literacy on a Wednesday evening in March or April 2009. 

6b.
JOINT MEETING WITH CITY COUNCIL - MARCH 24, 2009

City Librarian Weiner advised that the Katy Geissert meeting room renovations should be completed for the joint meeting.  She noted that there would be four new Library Commissioners as well as three new Council members and inquired if the Commission wanted to postpone the event.
Following a brief discussion, it was determined to go ahead with the March 24, 2009 joint meeting as scheduled and that subcommittee members Commissioners Chappell, Gerber, and Haig would discuss possible agenda topics that include a Live Homework Help demonstration.

6c.
SPRING CALTAC MEETING AT THE KGCCL 


City Librarian Weiner confirmed that registration forms for the March 14, 2009 Spring CALTAC meeting were mailed to Commissioners.  She noted that Stacey Aldrich, California Deputy State Librarian, and Joan Frye Williams, Library and Information Technology Consultant, would be speaking at the event.


MOTION:  Commissioner Lang moved to approve expenditure to allow Commissioners Chappell, Gerber, and Chairperson Haig to attend the Spring CALTAC Meeting at Katy Geissert Civic Center Library on March 14, 2009.  Commissioner Wang seconded the motion; a voice vote reflected unanimous approval (absent Commissioner Grogan).


The Commission was in recess from 7:55 p.m. to 8:08 p.m.

7.
STANDING COMMISSION COMMITTEE REPORTS
7a.
TORRANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY FOUNDATION 

City Librarian Weiner reported that the Foundation was trying to recruit new board members, hopefully one from Exxon Mobil.


Principal Librarian Theyer added that the Foundation is discussing the possibility of having a small fundraiser to celebrate the reopening of Katy Geissert.  


The next Torrance Public Library Foundation meeting is January 21, 2009 at 11:30 a.m.

7b.
TUSD EDUCATIONAL COUNCIL OF TORRANCE (ECT)

No report.


City Librarian Weiner announced the next ECT meeting on February 2, 2009 at Ken Miller Recreation Center, adding that Walteria Elementary will be the featured school.

7c.
MCLS SYSTEM ADVISORY BOARD

No report.

8.
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORT


City Librarian Weiner announced that four new Library Commissioners would be appointed on January 13, 2009 and that there are 11 applicants.


She reported that the Library is co-sponsoring “Technology is a Girl’s Best Friend” with AAUW on January 20, 2009 at SCROC.

8a.
KATY GEISSERT CIVIC CENTER LIBRARY MAIN FLOOR REMODEL

City Librarian Weiner reported that the remodel is on schedule and that wiring on the west side of the room and some of the ASSIST equipment still needs work. She advised that the lobby is half complete, the bathrooms are almost done, and that the meeting room will be upgraded with a new sound system, computer projection system, and capacity to be set up as a computer lab.

8a.1
GRAND OPENING EVENT FEBRUARY 5, 2009, 4:00 P.M. 

City Librarian Weiner announced the grand opening of Katy Geissert Library main floor on February 5, 2009 at 4:00 p.m.

8b.
BRANCH LIBRARY REFURBISHMENT UPDATE

Principal Librarian Theyer reported that Southeast branch closed on December 31, 2008 and that staff then spent three days packing everything that was not part of the book collection.  The movers finished on January 12, 2009, with computers taken to City Yard, DVDs and music CDs to Katy Geissert, and everything else is in two moving vans in the parking lot of Southeast branch.  

She stated that four months of public relations paid off and that only a few patrons appeared at the branch on January 5, 2009.  She advised that staff have been reassigned to other locations, with Gail van Vranken temporarily taking over the Youth Services Supervisor position. She noted that Southeast branch will be closed until mid-April 2009 with El Retiro branch still scheduled to close at the end of April 2009.

8c.
TORRANCE PUBLIC LIBRARY LINK PROJECT UPDATE

Principal Librarian Theyer reported that there was an update meeting on January 12, 2009 for LINK, the Lifelong Information Networks and Knowledge grant and that sample logos have been prepared.  She announced the Travel Fair and Health and Fitness Fair in May 2009 as well as a volunteer training on January 27, 2009 at the Toyota Meeting Hall and hosted by Torrance Library.  She noted that the biggest trend that they are seeing is that baby boomers who planned to retire this year are not retiring.


City Librarian Weiner shared information about the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act that requires book distributors to restrict children under the age of 12 from access to books until they are tested for lead content.  She distributed a letter from American Library Association dated December 8 responding to the mandate.


She distributed results of the November 4, 2008 California Library Ballot Measures. 

9.
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS
9a.
Responding to an inquiry by Chairperson Haig, City Librarian Weiner explained that the Library charges a fee for book requests because it is staff intensive and patrons are more likely to pick up materials held for them.

9b.
Commissioners and staff expressed appreciation to Commissioners Lang and Wang for their years of service on the Library Commission and bid them a fond farewell.

9c.
Commissioners Lang and Wang also thanked fellow Commissioners and staff and stated that they enjoyed their time on the Commission.
10.
ITEMS FOR NEXT LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING

Items for the February 9, 2009 Library Commission meeting agenda were listed and include: Friends, Foundation, ECT, Youth Council, MCLS, financial literacy, main floor remodel update, branch shelving update, LINK project update, joint meeting with City Council, Spring CALTAC meeting, CLA Day in the District, water conservation program, Proclamation for National Library Week, Part-time staff recognition, digitizing project, and election of Vice-Chairperson.

11.
ADJOURNMENT


MOTION:  At 9:05 p.m., Commissioner Lang, with a second by Commissioner Wang, moved to adjourn the meeting to Monday, February 9, 2009 at the Katy Geissert Civic Center Library, at 7:00 p.m. and, hearing no objection, Chairperson Haig so ordered.

Approved as Submitted
February 9, 2009

s/  Sue Herbers, City Clerk   (lc)
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