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City Council - February 18, 1969 - 5:30 P.M . 

SUBJECT: PAGE 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 
14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 
::>.3. 

24. 
25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 
Call to Order 
Roll Call 
Flag Salute 
Invocation 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 
Approval of Minutes 
Approval of Demands 
Motion to Waive Further Reading 

NON-CON'I'ROVERSIAL ITEMS: 
Claim of Ronald Maurer 
Claim of Hadd-Co Inspection Laboratory, Haddad 

Drilling Company 
Claim of Benjor Products, Inc. 
Budgeted and Speci~l Expenditures in Excess of $300 
Resolution No. 69-31 in memory of Gary Elton Rippstein 

PLANNING AND ZONING MAT'rERS: 
Del Amo Business District - Ordinance No. 1951 
Ordinance re: storage of motor vehicles and recreation 

equipment in residential zones 
SEWERS AND DR~INAGE: 

Resolution No. 69-32 r _e: Sanitary Sewer Easement from 
Southern California Edison Company 
PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

Administration Reorganization - City Personnel Nurse 
Filed 

AIRPORT MATTERS: 
Resolution No. 69-33 re: Ardanaz Brothers' Agreement 

PARX AND RECREATION: 
Resolution No. 69-34 re: application to Federal Govern

ment for grant, Open Space Land 
Alta Loma Park Development 

WATER SYSTEM: 
Award of Contract - Wallace & Tiernan, Inc. 

ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CIASSIFIED: 
Resolution No. 69-35 re: Record Destruction 

(1) Resolution No. 69-36 declaring intention to award 
franchise to So.California Edison Company 

(2) Resolution No. 69-37 decla~ing intention to award 
franchise to Standard Gas Company 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 
Ordinance No. 1949 
Ordinance No. 1950 

Attendance of Commissioner Mcvey at San Francisco 
Conference 
OR..:Z\L COMM.lJNICATIONS: • 

Traffic Engineer Horkay re: left-turn signal at 
Hawthorne and Pacific Coast Highway 

Chief Koenig ri~: request for exemption from Highway 
Patrol Retirement Plan 
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SUBJECT: 

29. 

30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 

34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 

40. 

. 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS (Cont.) 

Councilman Johnson re: enabling resolution and project 
resolution - 232nd Street 

councilman Miller re: G. Kirkruff's 20 years of service 
Councilman . Miller re: dedications on 234th Street 
Councilman Sciarrotta re: Charter Review Committee 
councilman Uerkwitz re: Corrmissioner McVey's attendance 

at San Francisco Conference 
Councilman Uerkwitz re: legislative liaison 
Counc1lman Uerkwitz re: drainage at Torrance Beach 
Councilman -Wilson re: Airport planning 
Mayor Isen re: Military Majesty Pageant 
Mayor Isen re: traffic signals 
Mayor Isen re: communicat~on from Supervisor Hahn's 

deputy re: boundaries of Southwest Superior 
Court District 

Mr. Jim Conn, Pacific Telephone Company, $100 donation, 
Civic Center Fountain. 

Adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 
~ 

* * * * 
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I. 

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OFT.HE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES: 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 

164 

February 18, 1969 

The Torrance City Council convened in a regular meeting on 
Tuesday, February 18, 1969, at 5:30 P.M. in the Council Chambers 
at Torrance City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Responding to roll call by·city Clerk-Coil were: 
Councilmen Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarrotta, ·uerkwitz, Wilson, 
and Mayor Isen. Absent: None. 

Also present: city Manager Ferraro, City Attorney Remelmeyer, 
City Treasurer Rupert, and City Clerk Coil. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

Visiting Councilman V.J. Pollitt of Fanwood, New Jersey, a 
friend of Water System Manager John Borgwat, led ·in the flag sc;3.l.ute, 
following his introduction by and at the __ request of Mayor I sen. 

* * * * 

The loss of Mrs. Ladeene Chamberlain, Administrative Secretary 
for many years, who passed away on February 17, 1969, was sadly 
reported by Mayor Isen; her absence at City Hall will create a void 
that can never be filled. One minute of silence in Ladeene's memory, 
f_ollowing the invocation, was requested by Mayor Isen. 

* * * * 

4. INVOCATION: 

The invocation was given by Reverend Milton Sippel, First 
Christian Church, followed by one minute of silence in memory 
of Ladeene Chamberlain. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Minutes of February 11th not yet received. 

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that all properly audited demands 
be paid. His motion, seconded by councilman Wilson, carried as 
follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarrott~, 
Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
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7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING: 

Councilman Uerkwitz moved that after the Clerk has given a 
number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and 
guaranteeing to each Councilman the right to demand the reading 
of any such resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion, 
seconded by Councilman Johnson, was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote. 

* * * * 

League 0£ Women Voters' observer, Mrs. Patricia Tyrell, 
was introduced by Mayor Isen at this time, as was her escort, 
Dr. Frank Tyrell. A brief explanation of Council procedure fol
lowed. 

* * * * 

NON-CONTROVERSIAL ITEMS: 

(Item #12 considered separately.) 
- ' 

8. CLAIM of Ronald Maurer for property damage pn February 2, 1969, 
at Calle Mayor and Anza, Torrance, California. Recommendation 
of City Clerk that said claim be denied and referred to ~he 
City Attorney. 

9. CLAIM of HADD-CO Inspection Laboratory, Hl'..DDAD Drilling 
Company for flood damage on January 20, 1969 and January 24, 
1969 at 2420 Amsler Street, Torrance, California. Recommenda
tion of City Clerk that said claim be denied and referred to 
the city Attorney. 

10. CLAIM of Benjor Products, Inc. for flood damage on January 20, 
1969 and January 25, 1969 at 2414 Amsler Street, Torrance, 
California. Recommendation of City Clerk that said claim be 
denied and referred to the City Attorney. 

11. BUDGETED AND SPECIAL EXPENDITURES IN EXCESS OF $300: 

A. BUDGETED: 

1. $330.33 to Chain Drive, In~. for 8 main drive chain 
sprockets used on the City street sweepers for replace
ments, requested by the City Garage. 

2. $745.50 to Henry Pratt Company for one only 16" water 
valve requested by the Water Department for use in the 
Crenshaw Boulevard improvement project. 

B. SPECIAL EXPENDITURES - Requested by the City Librarian. 

3. $329.28 to Oxford University Press, Inc. for one set of 
22 volumes of the "Dictionary of National Biography" by 
George Smith. 

4. $577.50 to McGraw-Hill Book Company for one only set of · 
the "New Catholic Encyclopedia." 
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MOTION: Councilman Beasley moved for the approval of 
Items #8, 9, 10 and llo His motion, seconded by Councilman 
Uerkwitz, carried as follows: 

1·6.6 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Uerkwitz, Wilson, and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Noneo 

12. RESOLUTION in memory of Gary Elton Rippstein. 

At the.request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NOo·69-31 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE IN MEMORY OF GARY ELTON RIPPSTEIN. 

Councilman Johnson moved for the approval of Resolution No. 
69-31. His motion was seconded by Councilman Wilson, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 

13. Communication from Del Amo Master Plan committee re: 
Moratorium on construction, erection or location of build
ings within the Del Amo Business District pending 
development of a master plane 

The February 13th report of Sr. Planner Hagaman was reviewed 
by the Councilo It was requested by Planning Director Shartle 
that the reference on page 3, item "O", " .. oif it can clearly be 
determined by the Planning Director ...• " be revised to read "by 
the City Council,'. Further noted by Mr. Shartle was that the 
emergency moratorium which was established expired on Febr·uary 8th. 
Discussion followed on needed guidelines, and it was agreed that 
the words "City Manager" be used in Item "O" thereby encompassing 
all needed Stqff in making necessary decisions. 

Mr. P.L. Lacombe, representing the Chancellor Western Oil 
Development Company in this matter, pointed out that in the subject 
area there are overlay zones for the 0-1, 0-2, 0-3, and 0-4 oil 
concepts, and it i~ their desire to make it clear that the 
moratorium, which includes structures, does not affect the oil 
operations as such and that they are controlled by the ordinances 
for that purpose.-- it is their understanding that if there is other 
industrial construction this would apply, but it should be clear 
that the moratorium does not affect the erection of a drilling rig 
or placement of a well, fence, pad, or whatever might be necessary. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer advised that this would be made clear in 
the ordinance. 

The following action was then taken by the Council: 

MOTION: Councilman Johnson moved that the words "City Manager'' 
by substituted for "Planning Director" (Page 3, Item "O·"). His 
motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley, and approval was unanimous. 

3 . Council r.-U nutes 
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MOTION: Councilman Beasley moved that the proposed 
ordinance define that the "O" zone is not affected. His ni.otion 
was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and there were no -objections. 

Councilman Wilson referred to ·section I, ·subsection M, 
page 3: "All new cormnercial entrances on public right-of-way in 
the Del Amo Business District may be required to have deceleration 
lanes"; in view of the Traffic Engineer's recommendation that 
such lanes shoul_d be provided, Councilman Wilson recommended that 
this be incorporated in the ordinance. Senior Planner Hagaman 
reported on "the differences of opinion on· this in evidence at the 
committee meetings -- some of the members felt that all new 
driveways should be required to have ·the deceleration lane; the 
Staff felt that some exis_ting driveways when a precise plan is 
required would make deceleration lanes appropriate where -the existing 
driveways are not operating at top efficiency. 

D"iscussion followed on traffic, the present inadeqµate 
driveways in some instances, and the likely need for decleration 
lanes. It was noted by Mayor Isen that in an area already built 
up a deceleration lane would take extra land and present other 
requirements, with questi~nable authority on the part of the City 
until a request for something is made by the property o~tmer; 
City Attorney Remelmeyer confirmed that this is correct. 

The 30 fto width of driveways was next discussedo Acting 
City Engineer Weaver advised that this maximum.width applie~ to: 
all, with the exception of industrial areas; _Mr. Weaver added that 
a new type of approach has been drafted which will provide additinnal 
room and should prove very helpful. 

Mr. Michael Browning, Pacific Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
523 West Sixth Street, Los Angel.es, st_ated that their objection to 
the deceleration lanes is based on their feeling that the City has 
adequate legal means to accomplish these things if they feel it 
critical, i.e. conde~ation. Mro Brown~ng added that on developed 
property commitme:t_1ts have been made to tenants for expansion 
programs; further, they are partners with two other developers 
and any action they might take requires the app;r:-oval of these 
co-owners. 

The need for equal treatment was of concern to Mayor Isen. 
City .Attorney Remelmeyer advised that there would be a need to 
develop standards, if the proposed ordinance is passed. 

Mr. Browning added that there are certain reservations as to 
whether or not d.eceleration lanes are the answer -- to incorporate 
such a requirement in an ordinance would seem to be out of order. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer reiterated that this would be a considera
tion in the establishment of standards, not part of the ordinancea 

The extension of the moratorium was ~ecommend~d by Councilman 
Uerkwitz. City Attorney Remelmeyer suggested that Ordinance 1929, 
with the following modifications, be assigned a new nuIT~er for 
action by the Counc~l: 

Page 1. Section 2: to read as follows: "That until a 
study of the Master Plan for the Del Arno Business District has 
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been completed by this City Council (not to exceed 90 days), any 
and all construction of improvements," except oil well structures ; 
is hereby proh~bited unless there is submitted and approved a 
precise plan of development as to each proposed use." 

Page 2, Section 5 (a), to read: "The construction, erection 
or location of buildings or structures, except_ oil well structures, 
within the Del Amo Business District ...... o" 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO . 1951 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE PROHIBITING THE USE OF 
PROPERTY IN THE DEL AMO BUSINESS DISTRICT 
UNLESS THERE HAS BEEN APPROVED A PRECISE 
PLAN OF DEVELOPMENT AND DECLARING THE 
PRESENCE OF AN EMERGENCY. 

Councilman Sciarrotta~moved for the adoption of Emergency 
Ordinance No. 1951 at its first and only reading. His motion,· 
seconded by Councilman Wilson, was unanin~usly approved by roll 
call vote. 

14. ORDINANCE regulating the storage of motor vehicles and 
recreation equipment in residential zones. 

The only portion of the subject ordinance acceptable at all 
to Councilman Johnson was section (b) pertaining to inoperative 
motor vehicles -- the remainder should be thrown outa Councilman 
Johnson then stated that there are far too many people who own 
homes and have boats, campers, etco but are unable to store them 
in their back yards, to permit him to approve such an ordinance. 

Reservations on such an ordinance were acknowledged by 
Councilman Uerkwitz as well -- an ordinance which would affect 
great numbers of people -- but there is a need to approach the 
problem of all this equipment on display. in front yardso 

A large problem is presented in certain sections of the City, 
according to councilman Beasley, and many people would be relieved 
to ~ee such equipment removedo 

Mayor Isen was unaware of any complaints in this area, a:u.d 
Building and Safety Director McKinnon co~firmed that there have 
been very few such complaints. 

Councilman Sciarrotta noted the many people who have boats 
and trailers, complicated by the size of the lots in Torrance which 

' ~ 

do not provide storage area for the Hiost part - - he would agree 
with Councilman Johnson that something should most certainly be 
done about delapidate~, inopera.ble automobiles in the front yard. 

5. Council Minutes 
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Questioned by Mayor I sen was the enfo_rceabili ty of the 
ordinance -- City Attorney Remelmey€r reported on the extensive 
research prior to the preparation of the ordinance, and Mayor 
Isen requested that some of the authorities be furnished him. 

Discussion followed on the overall situation pertaining to 
i~creation equipment, and it was agreed that further study would 
be appropriate. 

Councilman Johnson thereupon recommended that the subject 
ordinance be. sent back for further study by Staff, through the 
City Manager, and with the City Attorney to furnish a legal 
opinion with cases and Code sections -- in the meantime, however, 
Councilman Johnson requested that an ordinance be returned to 
Council covering item (b), inoperative motor vehicles but with 
a period less than six months specified. There were no objections, 
and it was so ordered. 

SEWERS AND DRAINAGE: 

15. RESOLUTION authorizing acceptance and execution of 
Sanitary Sewer Easement from Southern California Edison 
Company for Tract No. 24209. Recommendation of Acting 
City Engineer for approvalo 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RE SOLUTION NO. 69-32 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE ACCEPTING ON BEHALF OF 
THE CITY THAT CERTAIN SEWER EASEMENT FROM 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON COMPANY TO 

SERVE TRACT NO. 24209. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 69-32. His motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 

16. Administration Reorganization ~5. Re: City Personnel Nurse. 

Personnel Director Donovan reported the request of the 
Civil Service Commission that this matter be referred to them. 
It was agreed by the Council that this request was properly 
before the Council, ~he Civil Service Commission without juris
diction in this instance. 

Speaking to the request that the class of Per~onnel Nurse 
be abolished and a position of Senior· Typist Clerk be established 
in lieu thereof, Councilman Johnson stated that he feels very 
strongly that a city-of this size, with the number of employees 
it has, should continue with a nurse on duty -- to do otherwise 
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could invite unnecessary problems pertaining to insurance matters 
etc. The subject request, Councilman Johnson added, would only 
provide another clerical body and take .away from the City's 
ability to handle its proper functions; he would support the 
position that the P_ersonnel Nurse class be maintained~ 

Personnel Director Donovan outlined the duties ·of the 
-Personnel Nurse as rendered in the past, specifically as to 
nursing services, first aid situations, and general health 
assistance to employees. 

Discussion followed on the pros and cons of the situation, 
with Councilmen Sciarrotta and Beasley noting the limited sc_ope 
of a Personnel Nurse in many areas, action by a doctor being 
mandatory, and the many nearby facilities for care by a doctor. 
Councilman Miller referred to the survey compiled by Staff 
wherein 11 out of 15 cities haven? Personnel Nurses, and he 
felt these figures were very significant. 

Phil Joseph, Torrance Police Officers' Association, stated 
that his organization supports the having of a Personnel Nurse 
on duty during the day -- the salary saving represented is small 
and the gamble is great-~ pointing out that citizens who come 
and go in city Hall further lend to the need for a nurse on duty. 
Mr. Joseph also alluded to the demonstrations now in vogue and· 
the likely value of a nurse should these happen in Torrance. 

MOTION: councilman Beasley moved to concur with the 
recommendation of the City Manager that the class of Personnel 
Nurse be abolished and that a position of Senior Typist Clerk 
be allocated to the Personnel Department in lieu of the existing 
position of Personnel Nurse. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta. 

A SUBSTITUTE MOTION was offered by Councilman Johnson: 
That the Council concur with the recommendation of the Personnel 
Director that the position of Personnel Nurse be retained. 
The motion died for lack of a second. 

Councilman Beasley's motion carried, with roll call vote 
as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUl\JCILMEN: Beasley, Miller, Sciarrotta, Uerkwitz, 
Wilson, and Mayor Isen. 

COUNCILMEN: Johnson. 

17. Reorganization Memo #6. 

Filed. 

* * * * 

At 6:31 P,M. Councilman Sciarretta moved to recess as City 
Council, reconvene as Redevelopment Agency; his motion was seconded 
by Councilman Beasley, and there were no objections. A general 
10-minute recess followeili at 6:32 P.M. 

* * * * 
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AIRPORT MATTERS: 

18. ARDANAZ BROTHERS 1 request for modification of their Farming 
Agreement (Airport Manager resubmitting). 
RESOLUTION authorizing execution of agreement. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 69-33 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
MAYOR A..'T\JD CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST 
THAT CERTAIN FARMING AGREEMENT DATED 
DECEMBER l, 1968 BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY 
AND R.F. ARDANAZ AND D.Bo ARDANAZ DOING 
BUSINESS AS ARDANAZ BROTHERS. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
69-33. His motion was seconded by councilman Beasley, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. , 

PARK AND RECREATION: 

19. RESOLUTION authorizing application to Federal Government 
for a grant to be used in acquiring Open Space Land 
submitted for approval by Director of Recreation. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 69-34 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING-THE DIRECTOR OF 
RECREATION TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR A 
FEDERAL GRANT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACQUIRING A 
REGIONAL PARK SITE WITHIN ITS BOUNDARIES AND 
REQUESTING THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND 
URBAN DEVELOPMENT TO TAKE THE NECESSARY ACTION 

IN THIS BEHALFo 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 69-34. His motion was seconded by councilman Beasley, and 
carried as follows: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
and Wilson. 

COUNCILMEN: Johnson, Uerkwitz, and Mayor Isen. 

Relative to his "no" vote, Councilman· Uerkwitz stated that 
.he still does not feel that the house should be confiscated for a 
parking lot. 

Mayor Isen explained his "no" vote is, first, in the inte_Fest 
of consistency, and that he would like to go on record as being in 
favor of the Regional Park if it is County directed, County maintained, 

8. Council Minutes 
February 18, 1969 



I 

and County purchased. Mayor Isen added that he opposed the City 
Regional Park for a number of reasons, including the $140,000 

-2 

pe·r year for maintenance. In reference to the subject resolution, 
it is Mayor Isen 1 s understanding that it is at the County's 
instance, and in order to carry out the intent that it be a 
County Regional Park, and Mayor Isen .woura- further . note that i't 
was his suggestion that initiated the County efforts, and it is. 
his hope that it will be a County Regional Park which will remove 
all the controversy surrounding this. matter, as well-as the 
t~emendous expense. In the event this ·does come about, Mayor Isen 
continued, the 50+ acres would truly be a County Regional-type 
Park -- the people from Lennox, North Redondo, Gardena, as well 
as To·rrance and other areas would be using it and County funds 
should go for its acquisition and for its upkeep. 

Councilman Miller confirmed that enactment of Resolution 
No. 69-34 was an act of cooperation to permit the County to take 
another step forward, and questioned why the vote could not be 
unanimously favorable since all are in favor of a park. Mayor 
Isen responded that he felt it proper to remain consistent, and 
this is still the ap~lication of the City of Torrance. Councilman 
Miller felt the Mayor's attitude represented one of 11 it 1 s alright 

, to use the Federal funds ~ut let the County get it". Mayor Isen 
did not agree; this being for the benefit of four or five cities 
and the proper way to go. 

20. ALTA LOMA PARK DEVELOPMENT. Request of Director of 
Recreation for an allocation of $127,642_ for initial 
development of Alta) Loma Park, including purchase of 
access property. 

Mayor Isen MOVED to concur with the recommendation of the 
Director of Recreation that there be ·an appropriation of $127,642 
from the General Fund as the result of the receipt of said monies 
from Palos Verdes Sand and Gravel, for the development of Alta 
Loma Park. His motion was seconded by Councilman Johnson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

It was requested by Mayor Isen that Assistant city Manager 
Scharfman furnish a breakdown of expenses relative to this 
transaction. 

WATER SYSTEM: 

21. AWARD OF CONTRACT - Water Systera Manager, with concurrence 
of City Manager, recommending acceptance of proposal of 
Electro Rust-Proofing Division of Wallace & Tiernan, Inc. 
to design, furnish and install complete system of cathodic 
protection for steel water tank at northeast corner of 
Ocean Avenue and 226th Street for $3,880, exclusive of 
taxes and shipping charges. 

Councilman Beasley moved to concur with the recommendation 
of the Water System Manager, as above _outlined, and that $3, 88() 
be appropriated (an authorization to expend, Water Revenue Fu11<.l 
budget). His motion was seconded by Councilman Miller, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 
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ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE CLASSIFIED: 

22. RESOLUTION of Record Destruction (all material listed 
is microfilmed) authorizing the City Clerk to destroy 
certain City records, pursuant to Sectio~s 34090 1 

34090.5 and 34090.7 of the Government Code. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number·and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 69-35 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE CITY CLERK TO DESTROY CERTAIN CITY 
RECORDS AND DOCUMENTS PURSUANT TO THE 
GOVERNMENT CODE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

Cbuncilman Wilson ·moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
69-35. His motion was seconded by Councilman Sciarrotta, and roll 
call vote was unanimously favorable. 

23. (l)RESOLUTION declaring intention to award franchise to 
Southern California Edison Company and providing for 
publication of notice of public hearing. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 69-36 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO AWARD 
TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.EDISON COMPANY, A 
CALIFORNIA CORPORATION, A FRANCHISE TO CONSTRUCT, 
OPERA.,J'E AND MAINTAIN A SYSTEM OF PIPELINES AND 
APPURTENANCES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF HYDRO
CARBON SUBSTANCES IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, AND PROVIDING FOR THE PUBLICATION 
OF NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING THEREON. 

Councilman Johnson moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 
-69-36. His motion, seconded by Councilman Miller, was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote. 

(2)RESOLUTI.ON declaring intention to award franchise to 
Standard G~s Company and providing for publication of 
notice of public hearing. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 69r37 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO AWARD 
A FRANCHISE TO STANDARD GAS COMPANY TO 
CONSTRUCT, OPERATE AND MAINTAIN PIPELINES FOR 
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FOR THE TRANSPOR'rATION OF HYDROCARBON 
SUBSTANCES IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, AND PROVIDING FOR THE 
PUBLICATION OF NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

THEREON. 
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Councilman Sciarretta moved for the adoption of Resolution 
No. 69-3 7. His motion was seconded by Councilman 1-.Jilson, and 
roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

24. ORDINANCE No . 1949. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil presented for 
its second reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1949 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 61.8.l 
OF DIVISION 6 OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL 
CODE RE: AUTHORITY TO CLOSE OR RESTRICT 

USE OF CITY STREETS. 

Councilman Wilson moved for the adoption of Ordinance No. 1949 
at its second and final reading. His motion was seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, and roll call vote was unanimously favorable. 

25. ORDINANCE NO. 1950. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil presented for 
its second reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1950 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE AMENDING SECTION 45.6.18 
OF THE TORRANCE MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROVIDE 
THAT THE OPERATION OF ALL MOTOR VEHICLES 
ON VACANT PROPERTY AND PARKING LOTS WILL 
BE A MISDEMEANOR WHEN IT DISTUFBS THE PEACE. 

Present to speak on this ordinance was Mr. Kenneth Hudson, 
1~421 Beckworth, who referred to Council direction a few months 
ago that bike riders meet with the 'I'raffic Commission, following 
which a recommendation would be submitted to Council; Mr. Hudson 
then read aloud from minutes of that meeting wherein it appeared 
that mufflers on combustion_engines was to be spelled out. There 
is no reference to v9lume of noise in Ordinance No. 1950, Mr. 
Hudson pointed out. Next noted by Mr. Hudson was the area of 
complaints and the reporting thereof; it seems to him that the 
ordinance goes to extremes and creates some, very bacl problems. 

Mrs. Barbara Dobbs, representing United Motorcycle Enthusiasts 
of California, stated that the subject. issue is one of statewide 
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importance, what with the new licensing law which has put a very 
strange complexion on motorcycle riding - it is no longer legal 
tg learn to ride a motorcycle on the street. M:i;s. Dobbs then 
reviewed the many aspects of motorcycling, including noise standards 
and the measurement thereof, and recommended that the Council hold 
off on this vague legislation which will be copied throughout the 
State. 

Councilman Beasley moved for the adoption of Qrdinance No. 
1950 at its second and final reading. His motion, seconded by 
Councilman Uerkwitz, carried as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Johnson, Sciarrotta, 
Uerkwitz, and Mayor Isen. 

NOES: COUNCILMEN Miller, Wilson. 

Councilman Johnson directed a comment to Mrs. Dobbs that 
a letter be sent to the Council at such time as the State coroes 
out with controls which will be of value to the Police Department, 
and he would be happy to reopen this matter. 

Relative to his "no" vote, Councilman Wilson commented that 
he feels this a very unrealistic ordinance; that the Council is 
attempting to outlaw the learning period of how to properly ride 
a bike. It is his further feeling that the real issue is noise, 
and not the fact that they are riding on vacant lots. Councilman 
Miller concurred with the statements of Dr. Wilson, adding that 
the ordinance is vague as weli. 

It was the comment of Mayor Isen that the Prosecutor, 
before taking a complaint, would go into the question of the 
noise factor -- were it a reasonable situation he would refuse 
the complaint. In other cases .... ,1here the noise is a problem 
this ordinance becomes a tool whereby it can be abated, and there 
is no other method of control available. at this time. If. at a 
future date, something ne,:1 comes in, then this ordinance can be 
amended. In conclusion, Mayor Isen suggested that if the 
interested parties can find an area sufficiently remote from 
residences which can be used for these purposes, and permission 
could be obtained from the ovmer to so use, then it would be 
quite in order to make an exception for such a "lear,ning" area. 

26. Request for.Park & Recreation Commissioner Naomi McVey 
to attend the California and Pacific Southwest Recreation 
and Park Conference in San Francisco at City expense. 

Clarification of the circumstances of the subject request 
was furnished by Councilman Johnson, who pointed out that 
Commissioner Mcvey will be working at this Conference both as 
a committee member of the State Recreation Association and a 
City of Torrance Commissioner. 

The deviation from Council policy of no more than one 
Commissioner attending State conferences at City expense was 
discussed, and it w~s generally agreed that this requ~st was 
a worthy exception. 
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MOTION: Councilman Johnson moved to concur with the 
request of the Director of Recreation that Commissioner Naomi 
McV~y be permitted to attend the California and Pacific 
Southwest Recreation and Park Conference in San Francisco 
February 22-26, 1969, and that $200 be appropriated from the 
General Fund unappropriated surplus; this being classified 
as a special request. His motion was seconded by Mayor'Isen, 
with the comment that it is an exceptional case. 

176 

There was discussion prior to the vote. Councilman 
Uerkwitz could not see the manner in which Commissioner McVey 
would be able to participate as a City representative. It was 
Lote9 by Mayor Isen that were there more time, he would ask 
that ·Mr. Gitschier yield to Mrs. McVey, but that is not possible. 
Councilman Beasley added that Commissioner McVey is a hard
working, deserving Commissicner. 

The motion carried, with rol~ call vote as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Johnson, Miller, Sciarrotta, 
Wilson, and Mayor Isen. 

** NOES: COUNCILMEN: Uerkwitz. 

** (Vote later changed to "yes" - see page 14.) 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

27. Traffic Engineer Horkay advised that the local office of 
the Division of Highways has p2'."omised the plans for the left turn 
signal at Hawthorne and Pacific Coast Highway by next week. 

28. Referring to Information Item A - his memo of February 6th 
to City Manager Ferraro re: Request for Exemption from Highway 
Patrol Retirement System - Chief Koenig first applauded the 
Council for the adoption of the Highway Patrol Retirement P·lan 
for the Safety officers of the City -- a very beneficial plan 
which insure adequate_ recruitment and very happy employees, 
with the exception of the Chief of Police. Chief Koenig then 
outlined the contents of his memo, and requested relief from 
the mandatory requirement of retirement at age 60 and that this 
be referred to the City Attorney. 

The Council was in agreement that Chief Koenig's request 
be referred to City Attorney Remelmeyer for an opinion. 

29. As a reminder to the city Attorney, Councilman Johnson 
noted that next week is the time for the enabling resolution 
and the project resolution on the street opening for 232nd Street. 
City Attorney Remelmeyer suggested that this legislation first 
be reviewed by a Council Committee, but the Council declined the 
suggestion, feeling that it would only represent further delays. 

30. Twenty years of service achieved by Street Main"tenance Supt. 
Kirkruff was n6ted by Councilman Miller, along with the comment 
that he has done an outstanding job for the city. 

31. councilman Miller requested a report on the status of 
the dedications on 234th Street, having in mind the recent flood
ing problems in that area and the possible alleviation thereof. 
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32. councilman Sciarretta reviewed the history of the 
establishment of the Charter Review ~ommittee, noting that the 
Council has rrow returned to the point of the original recommendation 
of the Finance committee, where he had served as chairman. 

33. councilman Uerkwitz referred to Item #26 re: Commissioner 
McVey's attendance at the San Francisco Conference, and stated that 
he has now had a chance to review the memo received only tonight -
it now being understood that Mrs. McVey will represent the City of 
Torrance as a panel member. Councilman Uerkwitz requested that his 
vote be recorded as "yes", in view of this knowledge. 

34. It was. requested by Councilman Uerkwitz that Staff place 
on the agenda, as information items, any matters requiring legisla
tive liaison, assistance, or coordination, the intent being for the 
Mayor and Councilmen to assist t~e Staff by informing representatives 
of the needs of the City and requesting action on items ·requiring 
implementation. 

35. Faulty drainage at Torrance Beach was pointed out by 
Councilman Uerkwitz -- the job appears totally inadequate to him, 
with the pipe unattached in some places, and the outlet end is 
totally plugged with sand,\with signs of erosion on the hillsfde 
in evidence -- and he requested that this matter be investigated 
by Staff and referred to the proper authorities. 

36. Planning for the Airport and its uses was deemed vital 
by councilman Wilson who ref~rred to s~udies undertaken by the 
League of Women Voters, the Chamber of Commerce, the California 
Transportation and Commerce committee, and SCAG, and added that 
the City of Los Angeles is buying land in Palmdale, Hughes is 
buying land in Las Vegas, and it would seem appropriate to be 
concerned , . .,ith the Torrance Airport, the 13th busiest in the 
nation. It was the recommendation of Councilman Wilson that the 
Council's policies be reviewed as to their merit. 

Councilman Johnson at this point advised that he has 
done extensive research on this matter and had intended to report 
to the Council next week. Mayor Isen recommended that a~l reports 
be furnished the Council so that all might be equally informed. 

A lengthy discussion ensued on the matter of policy 
of the Airport -- it generally being reiterated that the operation 
remain an "executive-type" airport and that the development of 
the Airport to this date has been most satisfactory. 

37. Mayor Isen reminded those present of the. Military 
Majesty Pageant at South High School on February 19th. 

38. The inefficient operation of some of the traffic 
signals, particularly the green arrow, which do not seem to be 
properly regulated was pointed out by Mayor Isen. He requested 
that this be checked by Traffic Engineer Ho~kay, and.in view 
of the inconvenience afforded the general public, additional 
help would be in order if it is a question of being under
staffed. Traffic Eng~neer Horkay will furnish a report on this 
situation. 
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39. Mayor Isen presented a communic~tion from Mr. Aryln 
Weber, deputy for Supervisor Hahn, •dated February 14, 1969, in 
reference to the reestablishment of boundaries for the Southwest 
Superior Court District -- he felt this a most interesting progress 
report, and requested that the City Attorney bring in a resolution 
addressed to the Board of Supervisors expressing appreciation for 
their concern, and approval of their contemplated acti::ms. There 
were no objections (resolution to return in two weeks). 

40. Mr. Jim Conn, Manager, Pacific Telephone Company, 
on behalf of Pacific Telephone's local community relations team, 
presented a check for $100 to the Civic Center Fountain project. 
A gracious acceptance speech was given by Councilman Uerkwitz. 

The meeting was regularly adjourned at 8:15 P.M. 

APPROVED: 

~~ 
Mayor of the City of Torrance 

Ava Cripe 
Minute Secretary 

'k * * * 

15. 

~Jd 
VERNON W. COIL, Clerk of the 
City of Torrance, California 

Council .Minutes 
February 18, 1969 




