
MINUTES OF A REGULARLY ADJOURNED 
MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 
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Torrance, California 
June 24, 1967 

A regularly adjourned meeting of the Torrance City Council was 
held at 9:00 a.m., on Saturday, June 24, 1967, in the Council Chambers 
of City Hall. 

2 . ROLL CALL: 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Coil were: Councilmen 
Beasley, Lyman, Miller, Sciarrotta, Vico, and Mayor Isen. Councilman 
Olson was absent because of business out of the City. City Attorney 
Remelmeyer, City Manager Ferraro, City Clerk Coil and City Treasurer 
Rupert were also present. 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Chief Koenig led the salute to the 
flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

Reverend R. W. Kornegay of the First Nazarene Church opened the 
meeting with an invocation. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

5. APPROVAL OF MINlJTES: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting held June 13, 1967 , as written. Councilman Beasley seconded 
and there was no objection. 

Mayor Isen confirmed with City Attorney Remelmeyer that this is a 
regularly adjourned session of the City Council and any matter of 
Council business can be considered. The principal purpose of the meeting 
is to consider the City Manager's Proposed Budget for 1967-68. 

City Manager Ferraro made an introductory presentation along the 
lines of his communication, pages i to viii of the document, and explained 
the new format. He and Finance Director Dundore used page 105, the 
Police Department recommended budget additions as examples of the new 
manner of presentation. An item which was particularly questioned was 
a multiple track tape recorder, and time announcer and recording tapes. 
Chief Koenig explained its purpose as being very important and a pro
gressive tool in police operations. He said to put off installing this 
equipment would be not only expensive, but courting disaster. Mayor 
Isen doubted the legality and propriety of taping telephone conversations 
with citizens and City Attorney Remelmeyer said he would have to check 
the law on it. The Council will be advised before the final adoption of 
the budget. 

A proposed increase in the monthly rubbish pickup charge from $1.50 
to $1.85 next came up. Councilman Sciarrotta moved to so increase the 
charge; Councilman Beasley seconded and the motion carried as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Lyman, Sciarretta, Vico. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Mayor Isen 
ABSTAIN: COUNCILMEN: Miller (wishes to reserve his vote until 

he "gets the complete picture". 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Olson. 
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On second thought, Councilman Sciarrotta moved to rescind his pre

vious motion; Councilman Miller seconded. There was no objection. 

Various positions were discussed with the possibility of phasing 
them in at different times less than the full year. Mr. Dundore said 
the total of the "green sheets" is $400,571 of which $181,000 is for 
new employees. 

A recess was declared at 9:12 a.m., and the Council returned to its 
deliberations at 9:25. 

After returning to the Council Chambers, Chief Koenig relayed 
information he had gleaned from experts in the Police Department with 
respect to the controversial subject of purchasing a tape recorder. 
His explanation satisfied the councilmen. The installation would be 
made by the telephone company in accordance with all the Federal laws 
on the subject. An automatic "beep " signal would be a part of the . 
installation. 

City Manager Ferraro proposed to go through the proposed budget and 
point out matters where cuts could be made based on his experience. He 
started with Page 85, the cost of the St. Patrick's Day parade. He said 
he would like to have the Council go through the promotional items and 
determine which are really warranted, especially as to parades, consider-

.ing their cost to the City. For instance, the cost of the Armed Forces 
Day Parade is around $9,500 plus the Chamber of Commerce cost. The pro
gram ·_of transporting people to the parade route was acknowledged to have 
been a complete failure. 

Mayor Isen believes the Armed Forces Day Parade is worth every penny 
it costs and he spoke at some length on the subject. Councilman Lyman 
favors the Tournament of Roses participatio'n and would like to see it 
expanded. Councilman Vico said the Armed Forces Day parade probably 
costs the City more like $30,000 a year and he would like to see concen
tration on one parade project only. Councilman Beasley said a complete 
and accurate financial accounting should be made of the Armed Forces 
Day parade and he did not approve of the choice of a congressman from 
North Carolina as Grand Marshal. As to the Boy Scout parade, Mayor Isen 
said it was originally planned to be rotated among the South Bay cities 
and this would be the better plan so that it would be held in Torrance 
perhaps once in five or six years. There is no way of holding a parade 
in Torrance without some subsidization by the City. 

Next considered was a report prepared by Senior Administrative 
Assistant deLlamas of the Chamber of Commerce budget request. At the 
request of City Manager Ferraro Mr. Qe Llamas briefed the contents of 
the report. There is a policy question to be determined regarding how 
much the City should contribute toward the cost of the parade and other 
public relation costs. Councilman Beasley suggested some sort of per 
capita contribution to the Chamber with no special accounting of how 
it is used. Mayor Isen agreed. 

On page 156, under Parks and Playgrounds, a community events show
mobile ($11,727} was listed and Recreation Director Van Bellehem agreed 
it could be deleted. Councilman Miller so moved; Councilman Sciarretta 
seconded and the motion carried as follows: 

AYES: COQNCILMEN: Miller, Sciarrotta, Vico and Mayor Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley and Lyman 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Olson. 

Mayor Isen called attention to the request of the City Manager for 
a telephone in his automobile. There was some discussion and Councilman 
Sciarrotta moved to grant the request; Councilman Beasley seconded and 
the motion failed by a tie vote. AYES: Beasley, Miller, Sciarretta. 
NOTES: Lyman, Vico and Mayor Isen. ABSENT: Olson. 
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The street signs for Hawthorne Boulevard, with a cost to the City 
of $1,320 came up and the Councilmen agreed they would be advantageous. 

On page 129, an item for an employee to do the planning not possible 
with present staff, to prepare State Gas Tax reports and to act as 
coordinator of future developments within the City, was explained by 
Public Works Director Nollac and Traffic Engineer Horkay to the satis
faction of the Council. 

Mr. Horkay also gave a brief summary of problems which require the 
addition of a communications electrician ($12,529), including salary and 
necessary equipment. Finance Director Dundore will have a breakdown on 
this request for the June 26th budget session. Councilman Sciarretta 
moved to knock off $2,100 from this item; Mayor Isen secondeg and the 
motion ca.rried as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Lyman, Miller, Sciarrotta, Vico, Mayor Isen. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley , 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Olson. 

Mr. Dundore will also prepare a computation of what could be saved 
by waiting three months on proposed positions. 

Mr. Ferraro called attention to Page 46, $1,819 for three radios 
which he believes will pay for themselves over a period of time by in
creasing the effectiveness of people in the field. 

Sgt. Snyder of the Police Department explained the purpose of an 
elaborately furbished automobile ($2,428) to be used in connection with 
the Vice Department operation. 

On page 103, an automatic rifle with attachments (2) was also ex
plained by Sgt . Snyder to the Council's satisfaction. 

On page 163, Parks and Parkways, there is an item "To provide the 
existing staff with additional equipment" which Jack Hoffman explained 
at the request of City Manager Ferraro. There has been an excellent bid 
which would result in a saving of about $1,000 over any other price that 
has been obtained, for this compressor and air hammer. 

Another item explained by Mr. Hoffman was $1,800 for transportation 
of crews, would facilitate the moving of crews from one area to another 
and thus save on manpower. 

Mayor Isen asked that the budget discussion be continued to three 
o'clock on Monday so that some time could be devoted to considering the 
important library problem. A luncheon is being arranged with Supervisor 
Hahn and then a lunch with Supervisor Chace to talk with them. The 
subject is the master plan which as has been understood has now completely 
changed particularly north of the new courthouse, where the library was 
originally planned. Probably the library and all City buildings should 
be along Torrance Boulevard. '!'he County paid for the new parking lot 
which went in with only oral permission. An ordinance will be on the 
next Ccuncil ;agenda for the limitation of parking on the east side of 
Maple Avenue for the block and one block on Maricopa, from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Monday through Friday - no parking. 

Public Defenders are to be housed in the old Municipal Court Buildi11g 
on Torrance Boulevard. There is some thought of an exchange of land for 
land - about 91,000 square feet and Mayor Isen's thought is to effect an 
exchange which womild allow for the library on Torrance Boulevard with a 
nominal rental fee for the building, for a period of five years. 

Mr. Ferraro said he is working on a date for the luncheon with 
the two Supervisors, and he described what will be needed for the Central 
Library which will require 15 to 18 months to get into operation. The 
location being considered is about 250 feet set back from Torrance Boule-

\vard, probably in line with the Probation Building. 
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The Council hopes to negotiate with the County Board of Supervisors 
on some such basis. 

At noon, on motion of Councilman Sciarrotta,·seconded by Councilman 
Beasley, the meeting was adjourned to 3 p.m., Monday, June 26, 1967, 
there being no objection. 

APPROVED : 

~~ 
Mayor of the City of Torrance 

Edith Shaffer 
Minute Secretary 

\ 

4. 

~ p/4' 
Ve~non W. Coil, Cle r k of the 
City of Torrance, California 
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