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Council Meeting held July 14, 1964, 8:00 pem. 

SUBJEiCT PAGB 

1. Call to order 1 
2. Roll Call 1 
3. Flag Salute 1 
4. Invocation 1 
5. Presentations 1 
6. . ·Approval of -minutes 1 
7. Approva 1 of demands 1 
8. Motion to waive further reading 2 
BID OPENING: 
9. Bids on property located on Paseo de Gracia between 

Paseo de las Delicias and Via Buena Ventura on the 
north side of the street. Sold by auction. 2 

HEARINGS: 
10. Street Lighting Assessment District No. 9 3,4 

Resolution No. 64-138, approved 
Resolution No. 64-139• approved 
Award of Perma Plaque to J.o. Whitmer 

11. Case No. 63-75, Torrance Planning Commission, 5,6 
continued to August 25 

PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS: 
12. Tentative Tract No. 22658, approved w/conditions 7 
13. Final Tract Map No. 28975, held for one week 7,8 
14. Tentative Tract No. 28639, Request for extension 8 

of time, concurred 
15. Ordinance No. 1508, amending Land Use Ordinance, 8 

approved at first reading 
16. Amendment to permit drilling operations on Mobil 9 

Refinery property, denied. 
BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND SIGNS: 
17. Oversize sign at 1506 Crenshaw Boulevard, approved 9 
18. Temporary billboards on Artesia Blvd. and Crenshaw, 10 

approved 
REAL PROPERTY: 
19. Acceptance of quitclaim deed from Los Angeles County for 10 

portion of El Nido Park , approved 
TRAFFYC & PARKING: 
20. Street Lighting District No. 8 10,11 

Resolution No. 64-140, adopted 
Resolution No. 64-141, adopted 
Resolution No. 64-142, adopted 

PERSONNEL MATTERS: 
21. Revised class specifications for Planning Assistant, 11,12 

approved 
FISCAL MATTERS: 
22. Extension of time for weed abatement work, approved 12 
23. Bids for tires and recapping, approved 12 
24. Expenditure of $300 for payment to Waite, approved 12 
25. Expenditures over $300, concurred 12 
BUS SYSTEM: 
26. Charter Rates, concurred ' 12 
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 
27. Appointment to City Selection Committee, held over 13 
SECOND READING ORDINJ\NCES: 
28. Ordinance No. 1506, re sale of obsolete personal 13 

property, adopted 
29. Ordinance No. 1507, re Planning Commission Case 13 

64-25, adopted 
30. Emergency Ordinance, re moratorium on property on 14 

l90th St., adopted 

Ann O'Hare 
Minute Secretary 
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SUBJECT PAGE -
31. Site Apprais~l, Municipal Golf course, held one week 14 
32. Evaluation., Comparisons, no action required 14 
ORAL COMMUNicwrIONS: 
33. City Mlllla9er re flowers to Minute Secretary, approved 14 
34. City .Manager re dedication of Hollenbeck Division in 15 

Lo$ Angeles 
35. Ct~y MaQJ9er, re appointment of Councilman Sciarrotta 15 

to Co~i~tee by Supervisor J<enneth Hahn 
1.6. Ci~y .Mana9er re resignation of City Treasurer, 15 

accepted 
37. City Manager Ferraro re personnel in City Treasurer's 15 

office. 
38. Nomination of Mr. Tom Rupert as new City Treasurer 15 
39. Request for ordinance concerning C-2 zone, approved 16 

(Councilman Sciarrotta) 

Adjourned at 11:00 p.m. 

Ann O'Hare 
Minute Secretary 
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

OPENING CEREMONIES AND PRESENTATIONS: 

1. Call Meeting to Order: 

Torrance, California 
July 14, 1964 

A regular meeting of the Torrance City Council was held on 
Tuesday, J~ly 14, 1964, at 8:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall. 

2. ROLL CALL: 
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Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Coil were: 
COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Miller, oison, Sciarrotta, Vico, and Mayor 
Isen. Councilman Lyman was absent due to a conflict in his schedule. 
City Manager Ferraro and Mr. Knickerbocker of the Legal Departiaent 
were also present. 

3. PLAG SALUTE: 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mr. Meadway led the salute to 
our Flag. 

4. INVOCATION: 

The Reverend F~ed Shively of the South Bay Church of God. 
opened the meeting with an invocation. 

5. PRESENTATIONS: 

Mayor Isen presented Mr. Flavio Bisignano with a -
Perma Plaque in recognition of his numerous activities in the City 
of Torrance. He has been active in Chamber of Commerce work, in 
the Torrance Beautiful Commission and through his efforts the 
Queen Contest was reactivated. 

Presentation of a Perma Plaque was made by Mayor Isen to 
Mr. Lee Schlens, commending him for years of service with the City 
of Torrance as Superintendent of Building Inspection. 

Mrs. Roy Apsey presented a trophy to the City Council that was 
awarded to her as the Chairman of the Torrance Beautiful. Commission 
from the Torrance-Lomita Board of Realtors at the Annual National 
Realty Board Week meeting. Mrs. Apsey introduced two members of 
the Commission who were present: Mrs. Frank Sciarrotta and Mrs. 
Albert Wolinsky. 

STANDARD MOTIONS: 

6. Approval of Minutes: 

On motion of Councilman Sciarretta, seconded by Councilman 
Beasley, the minutes of the regular meeting of June 30, 1964 and 
the adjourned regular meeting of July 7, 1964, were approved as 
written. 

7. Approval of Demands: 

Councilman Beasley moved all regularly audited demands be 
approved; secon(led by Councilman Sciarrotta; carried unanimously by 
rbll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 
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8. Motion to Waive Further Reading: 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved that after the Clerk has given a 
number and read title to any resolution or ordinance on tonight's 
agenda, the further reading thereof be waived, reserving and 
guaranteeing to each councilman the right to demand the reading of 
any such resolution or ordinance in regular order. The motion was 
seconded by Councilman Vico and carried by unanimous roll call vote 
of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

BID OPENING: 

9. Bids on property located on Paseo de Gracia between Paseo de las 
Delicias and Via Buena Ventura on the north side of the street. 

Mayor Isen announced that this is the time and place for the 
opening of bids and if anyone wished to bid orally, their bid must 
be 10% greater than the highest written bid and all subsequent oral 
bids must be at least $100 greater than the preceding oral bid. All 
written bids and the successful oral bid must be accompanied by a 
bidder's bond, certified check or cashier's check in the amount of 
10% of the amount of the bid. No bid less than $8,000 will be accept­
ed. The City Council reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 

City Clerk Coil announced that the one written bid was received 
from D~vid B. Halstead in the amount of $9,000. Mrs. Audrey Kirner, 
160 Vista Del Parque, Redondo Beach, made an oral bid of $9,900, and 
presented a check in the amount of $1,200. Subsequent oral bids were 
made in multiples of $100, with a final bid of $10,300 made by 
Mrs. Kirner, to which the property was sold. Mr. Halstead's check 
was returned to him. 

Councilman Olson moved that the check of Mrs. Kirner in the 
amount of $1, 200 · be accepted: Councilman Vico seconded: carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman · 
absent). 

Since the Kirners did not use the means of a formal written bid, 
City Manager Ferraro wished it known, for the record, that this is 
"as is" and "whereas" property, including the hole. The Kirner• were 
aware of this. 

The Kirners followed Mr. Knickerbocker of the Legal Dept. into 
the City Attorney's office in order to sign a document to the effect 
that this property was sold for such an amount at this date on auction 
at City Hall. 

City Manager Ferraro stated that in 1962 the Council had indi•. 
cated as a policy matter that when the money from the Paseo de Gracia 
sump was obtained, it would be put into the recreation fund and 
asked if these instructions would still stand. Councilman Vico so 
1D0ved that the money received be placed in the recreation fund: 
Councilman Sciarrotta seconded: no objections: so ordered. 

-2- Council Minutes 
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HEARINGS: 

10. Street Lighting Assessment District No. 9. Traffic & Lighting 
Engineer Whitmer's transmittal of instructions for hearing and 
two proposed resolutions. 

Mayor Isen announced the hour of 8:00 o'clock p.m. having 
arrived, this is the time and place fixed by Resolution No. 64-114 
when and where any and all persons having any protest or objection 
to sajd proposed work, or to the extent of said assessment district, 
may appear before the City Council of said City of Torrance and show 
cause why said proposed work should not be carried out in accordance 
with said resolution. 

Affidavit of Publication and Posting were presented by City 
Clerk Coil and they were ordered filed, on motion of Councilman 
Sciarrotta, seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried by unanimous 
roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

Assessment Engineer Laurence J. Thompson was sworn by Mayor 
Isen and testified concerning the nature of work and extent of the 
Assessment District No. 9. He said that District No. 9 combines 
the lots in District Nos. 3,4 and 5, which will expire on 
October 31, 1964. The proposal is for assessment for five years, 
for maintenance of street lighting systems and the furnishing of 
electric current for approximately 15,716 lots in this district. 
The total amount of the assessment for five years is $641,176.18 for 
the property owners and for one year, $118,235.24. 

In Zone l, a residential area, there are 2500 lumen lights for 
about 15,000 parcels. It will cost about $6.68 per year for one 
50 ft. lot in Zone 1. It is the same as it has been before and in 
other cities. In Zone 2 there are 20,000 lumen lights, which are 
larger, because of the semi-major traffic arteries with major 
intersections. The charge for a SO ft. lot in this zone will be 
$16.02 per year. Zone 3 is downtown Torrance., which is a very 
heavy lighting system. There are 20,000 lumen lights plus the 
decorating lighting system. It will cost $42.00 per year for a SO ft. 
lot and about $25.00 per year for a 30 ft. lot. The City.is con­
tribUting 30% of the cost of the residential lighting: 50% of the 
others, which is in keeping with standard methods of practice. 

The City Clerk reported there are no written protests filed with 
him and Mayor Isen received no answer to his question as to whether 
anyone in the audience wished to be heard or desired to speak in 
favor or in protest of this proceeding, or comment upon it in any 
other way. 

Councilman Beasley moved the hearing be closed. His motion 
was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried by unanimous roll call 
vote of those present (Councilman Lyman:absent). 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City C1erk Coil assigned a number 
and read title to: 
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RESOLUTION NO. 64-138 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TOB.MNCB, CALIFOMIA, CONFIRMING THE REPORT OF THE 
TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING ENGINEER: CONFIRMING THE PLANS, 
SPECIFICATIONS, ESTIMATE, DIAGRAM AND ASSESSMENT 
CONTAINED IN SAID REPORT: OVERRULING PROTES'l'S AND 
OBJECTIONS IN THE PROCEEDINGS UNDER RESOLUTION OF 
INTENTION NO. 64-114: ORDERING THE WORK AND LEVYING 
THE ASSESSMENT FOR SERVICE NECESSARY TO INSTALL, 
MAINTAIN AND ILLUMINATE BY ELECTRIC ENERGY THE STREET 
LIGHTS AS SHOffN ON SAID DIAGRAM FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE 
YEARS, BEGINNING NOVEMBER 1, 1964, AND ENDING OCTOBER 
31, 1969; ORDERING THE CITY CLERK OF SAID CITY 'l'O 
TRANSMIT DIAGRAM ANO ASSESSMEN'l' 'IO THE COUNTY TAX 
COLLECTOR: AND EMPOWERING TAX COLLECTOR TO MAKE 
COLLECTIONS. 
(STREET LIGHTING ASSBSSMEb!T DISTRICT NO. 9) 

Councilman Beasley moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution No. 63-138. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Vico and carried by unanimous roll call vote of those present 
(Councilman Lyman absent). 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 64-138. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried by unanimous roll 
call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 64-139 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORl~IA, DETERMINING THAT THERE IS 
ONLY ONE CONTRACTOR PRACTICALLY CAPABLE OF SERVING 
THE STREET LIGHTING SYSTEM WITHIN TORRANCE STREET 
LIGHTING DISTRICT NO. 9 IN ACCORDANCE WITH DIAGRAM 
AND PLAN L-9-64, AND ORDERING THE IMPROVEMENT TO 
BE CARRIED OUT BY SUCH CONTRACTOR. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution No. 64-139. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Beasley and carried by unanimous roll call vote of those present 
(Councilman Lyman absent). 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Resolution No. 64-139. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried by unanimous roll 
call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

In a meeting with Councilman Beasley, Mr. Rosiolo, Public 
Works Director of. Presno, and Mr. Whitmer•s boss, reminded Councilman 
Beasley that Mr. Whitmer was coming to Torrance to attend this heaz~ 
inq tonight because he felt responsible for what happened. 

Mayor Isen moved to present Mr. James o. Whitmer with a 
Penna Plaque: seconded by Councilman Beasley; carried by unanimous 
roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

Mayor Isen added that no-one did a better job for the period of 
time that he worked for the City, especially since there was no 
Traffic and Lighting Department and he made it a real department. 
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BEARINGS - PLANNING AND ZONING: 

11. Case No. 63-75 - Torrance Planning Collllllission 
Adoption of Master Plan for rezoning and development, per 
exhibit, encompassing Cases No. 63•8, 63-14 and 63-44. 
Location: Bounded on the north by Sepulveda Blvd., on the east 
and south by the boundaries of the City of Torrance, i!Dd on 
the west by Crenshaw Blvd. ~commended for APPROVAL. 

Because some of the members of the Council did not receive the 
proposed plan and Councilman Lyman is absent and would like to vote 
on this case, .Mayor Isen SU9C}ested he.arincJ the people who wanted 
to speak, conduct a hearing and close it, and submit it next week 
for a decision. 

Mr. Leonard Kasari, 2450 w. 233rd st. asked the difference 
between R-P and R-3. After Planning Director Shartle explained 
the difference, Mr. Kasari stated that he was against apartments on 
this property. 

If the Master Plan is adopted, Case No. 63-8 would be approved, 
and ·cases No. 63-14 and 63-44 would be denied. 

Mr. Ronald Schwab, 2454 W. 233rd St., which is near the inter­
section of Crenshaw Blvd. and 233rd St., protested the building of 
any apartments. He preferred a limited commercial zone, with 
one-story doctors' offices, dentists, real estate or perhaps off­
sale liquor. 

At Councilman Miller's request, Planning Director explained the 
fvture of 235th St. It is to be a secondary arterial, an actual 
extension of Maple Ave., starting at Del Amo Blvd., running south 
and then through the Wilson Development (Marble Estates), then 
curves easterly and ties in with 235th St. and then goes to Western. 

Mr. John King, 2439 230th St. voiced his opposition to the 
Master Plan. because rezoning would affect the value of adjacent 
lots. 

Councilman Sciarrotta thought that the C-2 zone is confusing. 
A "C" zone leads people to believe that it would be only for business, 
but • ·. actually I it is permissible to build apartments on it. 

Mr. Richard Aggen, 1919 w. 237th St., near the intersection of 
Walnut St., protested using land with such a high elevation as a 
proposed park site. It was pointed out to Mr. Aggen, that although 
it is proposed as a park site, the City did not have the money to 
buy it as such; therefore, it is highly probable that houses will 
be built in this R-1 zone. 

Mrs. Cecil F. Davey, 2436 w. 233rd St. wanted to know if she 
would be in violation of the law if this property is changed to an 
R-1 zone, since she has a horse at the present time. 

Planning Director Shartle explained that it would be subject 
to abatement if they received complaints on it. There was one area 
on the north side of 233rd St., west of Cabrillo, that the Planning 
Commission felt should be retained for the keeping of horses, the 
justification bein<J that a sump was to be located north of the 
property and a· street would never· go t~ough at.the rear of these 
lots. However, the drainage sump is now being relocated. There 
now will be a street eventually at the rear of these lots. He 
further explained that where the lots are deep enough and the 
people desire horses, they can apply for a conditional use permit 
wherever an R-H zone is applied by the Council. The Planning 
Commission felt that that this area was developinq to the point that 
horses will not very.mµch longer be desirable in the area and chose 
not to zone for horses. 
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Mayor Isen thought that this was being unfa·it to the people 
who located in this area for the purpose of keeping horses. He 
thought that an R-H zone should be created at the same time as the 
adoption of the map. Planning Director Shartle said that it would 
be necessary to readvertise for public hearings before the Planning 
Commission and the Council for those areas to used as an R-H zone. 

Mrs. Eva Bailey, 2245 w. 233rd St. asked if the proposed 
232nd St. would cut into the east half of her lot, which is Lot 3. 

Planning Director stated that it was necessary to curve the 
street because of existing improvements, but the exact location would 
have to be worked out. This is a master plan, not a precise plan, 
and the absolute details have not been determined. 

Councilman Vico was not in favor of more apartments, and asked 
Planning Director Shartle if it "WOuld be possible to zone C-rensbaw 
with a restricted commercial zone. without apartments. 

Planning Director thought that it would be favorable to zone 
Crenshaw as and R-P zone to allow offices, but not as a strip zone 
for all types of businesses. However, it miqht be difficult filling 
the area with professional offices. 

Mr. Ted Dawes, 2430 Torrance Blvd., representing Dave Dawes 
Realty, who owns the property in Case No. 63-8, is only interested 
in the property becoming R-3. 

Mr. Clyde Stockdale, 1020 Crenshaw Blvd. was opposed to the 
master plan because of a flood condition on the south side of 
Sepulveda on Cypress Ave. and the fact that Sepulveda Blvd. should 
be zoned for business, not apartments. 

City Manager Ferraro stated that a large drain was recently 
installed at the intersection of Sepulveda and Crenshaw Blvds. and 
when curbs and gutters are installed on SepulVeda Blvd. there Wil,l 
be no drainage problem. 

Mr. Chris Caras, 961 Via Del Monte, Palos Verdes Estates, 
voiced opposition to proposed zoning of R-P on Crenshaw Blvd., 
explicitly Lot 102. which is between the proposed 230th Pl. and 
23lst St. 

Mayor Isen suggested postponement of this case for at least two 
weeks in order that a committee from the Council may meet with a 
committee from the Planning Commission and Mr. Shartle for a review. 
Later it was decided to also have a citizen's committee. 

President Halstead from the Planning Commission, who was in 
the audience, appointed Commissioners Brewster, Uyeda and himself 
from the Planning Commission. Mayor Isen appointed Councilmen 
Beasley, Olson and Vico from the Council. A citizen's committee 
was appointed a~ follows: Mr. Tom Fitzpatrick, 3321 Danaha St., . 
Phone# DA6-4589: Mr. Ronald Schwab, 2454 w. 233rd St., Phone# 
326-8456: and Mr. Floyd R. Wentz, 2270 W. 229th Pl •• Phone# 
DAS-4071. 

Mr. Robert O'Cain, 2115 w. 235th St. spoke in protest of the 
zone change. 

Councilman Beasley moved to continue the hearing on Case No. 
63-75 on August 25, 1964: Councilman Olson seconded the motion~ 
no objec~ions: so ordered. 
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12. 'l'ENTATIVE TRACT NO. 22658 - ROLAND ROGERS, Subdivider: Rush 
Surveying Co., Engineers. 

473 

6 lots located easterly of Pennsylvania Avenue between 230th ~l. 
and 23lst St. Zone A-1 (proposed R-1 by Master Plan) 
Rec9mmended for APPROVAL subject to attached ce>nditions. 

City Manager Ferraro brought to the Council's attention the 
fact that, under Item 3 of the Planning and Engineering Department's 
conditions, the dedication for the streets came to the City when 
the property was being processed for a lot split: subsequently, 
there was no performance of the lot split and a subdivision was 
proposed. Under the normal conditions of City policy, the subdivider 
is requested to do his own paving. The estimated cost of paving 
in this tract is approximately $1,200 to $1,400. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with all the recommenda­
tions of the Planning and Engineering Departments with the exception 
that Item a be changed so that the subdivider will pay for the 
paving at his expense; Councilman Vico seconded: carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

13. l'INJJL TRACT MAP NO. 28975 - SUNNYGLEN CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. 
(Ken Battram) 
6 lots located southerly of 237th Street easterly of Cabrillo 
Ave. in Land Use Zone A-1 (proposed R-1 by Master Plan) 
Recommended for APPROVAL subject to attached conditions. 

Mayor Isen moved that the final tract map be approved after the 
sum of $35,000 in cash is posted with the City to cover the actual 
cost of condemnation plus the estimate of the City Attorney•s office 
to cover court costs, appraisal's fees, if necessary, and legal 
expense of attorneys, as such. 

City Manager Ferraro spoke on a problem of equity in this 
case. When Mr. Battram initially filed this map with the Planning 
Commission for processing, it was his suggestion that he put up this 
money in order to provide access to the subdivision. Subsequently, 
the problem developed that a cost of approximately $35,000 would 
be needed for condemnation proceedings, plus attorney's fees and 
provision of access. Many people in addition to Mr. Battram would 
receive the benefit from this access. A · .solution was found which 
is not on the agenda. Rather than create· a financial burden on 
Mr. Battram, perhaps a trust fund could be established, whereby all 
the other property owners along the street could contribute to this 
trust fund. Mr. Battram could make a contribution of approximately 
$9,000 to the City which would be held in a trust fund, the next 
property owner could make a like contribution, and when the City 
obtained the total of $35,000, it could then use its powers to con­
demn and provide access to the area. Naturally, if it cost less t 
than $35,000, the people who contributed would be refunded in pro­
portion to their contribution. There is a substandard access to 
the property at present, and if proper access is not provided, 
it will always be substandard. 

Councilman Sciarrotta seconded Mayor lsen•s motion. 
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Mr. Lewis Riley, 5233 Bindewald Rd., didq't mind dedicating 
the 27 ft. to provide access for the 3 lots, b~t objected to giving 
an additional 7 or 9 ft whichever would be necessary, for con­
demnation. 

Mr. Battram said that they have legal access through the 27 ft. 
that was dedicated by Mr. Riley but the problem is that they are 
interested in providing an adequate access also, but a house on 
the south side blocks the development of a complete 54 ft. street, 
and they are trying to t«>rk out a compromise. 

Mayor Isen suggested a continuation of this case for further 
study. Mr. Battram requested a continuance for one week. 

14. Request for extension of time, TEMT.ATIVE TRACT NO. 28639 
(Condominium) containing 82 air spaces, located at the south­
west corner of 182nd St. and Van Ness Avenue in Zone R-3. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved to concur with the request for 
extension of time: Councilman Vico seconded; passed unanimously by 
roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

Mayor Isen stated that at one time this organization promised 
to give a parcel of land to the City and asked City Manager 
Ferraro to make a report on it. 

Mr. Robert Grimes, representative from ocean View, said the 
promise still stands--they promised to give the City of Torrance 
this lot for the purpose of constructing a library on it. However, 
it was the understanding of the Council that there were no conditions 
attached to this gift. City Manager Ferraro is going to check it 
further. 

15. MODIFICATION OF PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS 
City Attorney submitting for approval at first reading 
ORDINANCE amending Subsection D of Section 21 of the Code to 
provide for modification of recommendations of the Planning 
Commission on Changes of Zone. 

At the request of Mayo~ Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1508 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING SUBSECTION D OF SECTION 21 OF 
APPENDIX I (THE LAND USE ORDINANCE) OF "THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, ];954 '' TO PROVIDE FOR 
MODIFICATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PLANNING 
COMMISSION ON CHANGES OF ZONE, 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to approve Ordinance No. 1508 
at its first reading. His motion was seconded by Mayor Isen and 
carried by u~animous roll call vote of those present (Councilman 
Lyman absent) • 
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16. AMENDMENT TO PERMIT DRILLING OPERATIONS ON MOBIL REFINERY 
PROPERTY 
City Attorney submitting for approval at first reading 
ORDINANCE repealing Section 19.40 of the Code which prohibited 
the erection of derricks and the drilling of oil well holes 
in the City except within the boundaries of designated areas: 
and substituting a new section therefor relating to same sub­
ject and designating areas in the City in which drilling is 
permitted. 

Mayor Isen thought that a precedent would be set if this re­
quest were granted, and that Torrance is no longer an oil drilling 
community. He moved that the request be denied: Councilman Vico 
seconded it. 

The Engineering Dept. thinks that this is too close to the 
highway. 

Mr. P.L. Mccomas, 1715 Camino de la Costa, Redondo Beach, 
representing Standard Oil Co. and Western. Oil and Gas Association, 
felt that this request is directly related to the property rights 
of the people involved and they are not askinq to go into a 
residential area. "They are within an area devoted to oil use which 
is compatible with existing drilling districts. They would stipu­
late that drilling would be done by portable rigs. The reason 
for being adjacent to the highway was that they wanted to place the 
wells in the area where they did have access and did not penetrate 
their existing acreage. This is strictly exploratory: it is not 
known if oil is present. 

Councilman Miller would vote for this if controls are made to 
move it away from the highway. Mr. Mccomas assured him that safety 
and other matte~s of concern are as well carried out at this loca­
tion as any other. and aesthetically, it would besimilar to the 
one at Sears. 

For the record, Councilman Olson objected to oil wells being in 
residential areas or general commercial development where there is 
a great concentration of people, but this is a gasoline company 
located in an extremely M-2 area, and if any drilling is goinq to 
be allowed at all, this would be the ideal place for it. 

Roll call vote on Mayor Isen's motion to deny was as follows: 
AYES: Councilmen Miller, Sciarretta, Vico and Mayor Isen: 
NOES: Councilmen Beasley and Olson: ABSENT: Councilman Lyman. 

Councilman Miller voted yes because_ he objected to-,its lo­
cation along the highway. 

Mayor Isen moved that the drilling districts be reviewed and 
a report be made as to where_tney should be contracted so · as not 
to inflict with residential areas: Councilman Beasley seconded: 
carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present (Councilman 
Lyman absent). 

BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES AND SIGNS: 

17. OVERSIZE SIGN AT 1506 CRENSHAW BOULEVARD 
Recommendation of Superintendent of Building and Safety, with 
concurrence of City Manager. that request of Kirk Gillett for 
oversize sign at 1506 Crenshaw Boulevard be APPROVED. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the recommendation 
to approve: Councilman Vico seconded: no objections: so ordered. 
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18. TEMPORARY BILLBOARDS ON ARTESIA BLVD. AND CRENSHAW BLVD. 
Recommendation of Superintendent of Building and Safety, with 
concurrence of City Manager, that request for billboard on 
Artesia Boulevard be APPROVED and request for billboard on 
Crenshaw Boulevard be DENIED. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to approve both signs; Councilman 
Beasley secondedi n.f objections; so ordered. 

REAL PROPERTY: 

19. QUITCLAIM DEED FROM LOS ANGELES COUNTY TO CITY OF TORRANCE FOR 
A PORTION OF · EL NIDO PAR!< 
Recommendation of City Engineer, with approval of City Attorney 
and concurrence of City Manager, that the subject quitclaim 
deed be accepted by City Council. 

I 

Councilman Sqiarrotta moved to accept the quitclaim deed from 
Loe Angeles Count~:· \councilman Beasley seconded: no objections; 
so ordered. 

TRAFFIC AND PARJ<ING: 

20. STREET LlGHTINg DISTRICT NO. 8 
Traffic and LLjhting Engineer submitting for approval and 
adoption: · 
(1) R§SOLUTION contributing the City's share of cost 
(2) RESOLUTION approving the report of the Traffic and Lighting 

Engineer 
(3) RJ!SOLUTION declaring intention. 

At ~he request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 64-140 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, MAKING A CONTRIBUTION OF 
PUBLIC FUNDS TO AID AND ASSIST IN PAYING A PORTION 
OF THE COST (INCLUDING INCIDENTAL EXPENSES) FOR 
INSTALLATION AND FOR THE FURNISHING OF EIECTRIC 
CURRENT AND MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN STREET LIGHTING 
FIXTURES IN THE CITY OF TORRANCE, AS SHOWN ON PRO­
POSED DIAGRAM AND PLAN NO. L-8-64, AND INSTRUCTING 
THE CITY TREASURER TO ESTABLISH A SPECIAL FUND TO 
BE l<NOWN AS "STREET LIGHTING INSTALLATION, ELECTRIC 
CURRENT AND MAINTENANCE FUND, STREET LIGHTING 
ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 8". 

Councilman Beasley moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution No. 64-140. His motion was seconded by Mayor~Isen 
and carried by unanimous roll call vote of those present (Councilman 
Lyman absent). 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Resolution No. 64-140. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 
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At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 64-141 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING AND ORDERING THE 
FILING OF THE REPORT OF THE TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING 
ENGINEER OF SAID CITY FOR THE INSTALLATION OF AND. 
THE FURNISHING OF ELECTRIC CURRENT AND FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN LIGHTING FIXTURES AND APPLI­
ANCES IN STREET LIGHTING ASSESSMENT DISTRICT NO. 8. 

Councilman Beasley moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution No. 64-141. His motion was seconded by Councilman 
Sciarrotta and carried unanimously by roll call vote of those 
present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

Councilman Vico moved to adopt Resolution No. 64-141. The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

l\ESOLUTION NO. 64-142 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, DECLARING ITS INTENTION TO 
ORDER CERTAIN LIGHTING STANDARDS, FIXTURES AND 
APPLIANCES ON CERTAIN STREETS AND PUBLIC PLACES IN 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE, TO BE INSTALLED, MAINTAINED 
AND ELECTRIC CURRENT TO BE FURNISHED FOR LIGHTING 
SAID FIXTURES FOR A PERIOD OF FIVE (5) YEARS, BEGI~­
NING NOVEMBER 1, 1964, AND ENDING OCTOBER 31, 1969, 
FOR STREET LIGHTING ASSESSMEN1 DISTRICT NO. 8 AND 
APPOINTING A TIME AND PLACE FOR HEARING PROTESTS IN 
RELATION TO THE PROPOSED STREET LIGHTING ASSESSMENT 
DISTRICT NO. 8. . 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution No. 64-142. His motion was seconded by Councilman Miller 
and carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present (Council­
man Lyman absent). 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Resolution No. 64-142. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

P~ONNEL MATTERS: 

21. Civil Service Board Chairman submitting revised class speci­
fications for Planning Assistant. 

Councilman Beasley moved to approve the recommendation of 
the Civil Service Board and the City Manager; Mayor Isen seconded. 

Councilman Sciarrotta did not understand the education re­
quirements in that first it says graduation from college is 
required and then it says two years of experience may be substi­
tuted on a year for year basis for up to two years of the required 
education which is lacking. 
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Personnel Director Donovan 
ways to meet the requirements: 
that is specified, or two years 
experience. 

explained that there are two 
either by graduation in the field 
of college and two years of 

The motion to approve the revised class specification of 
Planning Assistant carried as follows: 

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Miller, Olson, and Mayor Isen 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Sciarrotta and Vico 
ABSENT:COUNCILMAN: Lyman 

FISCAL MATTERS: 

22. EXTENSION OF TIME - SPRING 1964 WEED ABATEMENT WORK 
Request by Contractor and recommendation of City Manager and 
Acting Director of Finance that provisions of 1963-64 Weed 
Abatement contract be extended to July 31, 1964 to allow 
completion of Spring 1964 program. 

Mayor Isen moved to concur in approval of this extension and 
his motion, seconded by Councilman Beasley carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

City Manager Ferraro asked if it was the intention of the 
Council to qo to bid for weed abatement for the Fall of 1964 to ·the 
Spring of '.1966. It was the consensus of opinion that this would be 
a good idea. 

23. BIDS - TIRES AND RECAPPING 
Recommendation of Garage Superintendent, with concurrence of 
City Manager, that bid of Desser Tire and Rubber Company be 
accepted. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur in approval of this 
recommendation. His motion was seconded by Councilman Vico and 
carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present (Councilman 
Lyman absent). 

~4. WAITE VS. CITY OF TORRANCE 
Communication from City Attorney requesting approval of 
Council for expenditure of $300 for payment to plaintiffs in 
full settlement of subject claim. 

Councilman Miller moved to concur in approval of this request. 
Councilman Sciarrotta seconded the motion which carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

25. City Manager submitting expenditures over $300 for City 
Council approval. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the City Manager; 
seconded by Councilman Vico: carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

BUS SYSTEM: 

26. Communication from Bus Superintendent regarding Charter Rates. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to concur with the recommendations: 
seconded by Councilman Vico; carried unanimously by roll call vote 
of those present (Councilman Lyman ~sent). 
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COMMUNITY AFFAIRS: 

27. Communication from League of California Cities re appoint11ent 
of City Representative to City Selection Committee for p~~ose 
of selecting four City Directors to the Southern Califo~~i• 
Rapid Transit District Board. 

This item was held over until the Council meeting of ~UCJ~•t 24, 
1964. The City Attorney should prepare a resolution and place 
it on the August 24th agenda. 

SECOND READING ORDINANCES: 

28. ORDINANCE NO. 1506 amendinq Chapter 10 of the Cod~ prqvi4ift9 
for the sale of obsolete personal property. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil pres~n~d fOf 
second reading and tead .title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1506 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORAANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 10 OF "THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" ENTITLED FINANCE 
AND TAXATION TO ADD TO SAID CHAPTER ARTICLE IV 
PROVIDING FOR THE SALE OF OBSOLETE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY. 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1506 et 
its second and final reading. His motion was seconded by CoWl~il• 
man Vico and carried unanimously by roll call vote of tho•• pr•ll8Jlt 
(Councilman Lyman absent). · 

29. ORDINANCE NO. 1507 reclassifying that certain property 
described in Planning Commission Case No. 64-25 (Planning 
Commission). 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil present•d fo~ 
second reading and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 1507 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF "THE CODE 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" (ADOPTED BY 
ORDINANCE NO. 791), RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN 
PROPERTY DE.SCRIBED IN PLANNING COMMISSION CASE 
NO. 64-25. (Torrance Planning Commission) 

Councilman Sciarrotta moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1507 
at this second and final reading. His motion was seconded ~y 
Councilman Vico and carried unani1mously by roll call vot• 9f ~~·• 
present (Councilman Lyman absent). 
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AQDENDUM: 

30. EMERGENCY ORDINANCE - Declaring Moratorium Prohibiting 
Issuance of Building Permits on Property Located on the 
North Side of 190th St., Easterly of Wilton Place and 
Westerly of the San Diego Freeway Off-Ramp. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Coil assigned a 
number and read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 151Q 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE DECLARING A MORATORIUM ON CONSTRUCTION 
OF BUILDINGS OR STRUCTURES IN THE AREA DESCRIBED 
AS PORTIONS OF LOTS 69 AND 7 0. MCDONALD TRACT, 
BOUNDED ON THE WEST BY THE EASTERLY LINE OF TRACT 
15926 AND TRACT 24633, ON THE SOUTH BY THE NORTH­
ERLY LINE OF 190TH ST., ON THE EAST BY A LINE 
PARALLEL TO AND 656.91 FEET EASTERLY OF THE EAST­
ERLY LINE OF TRACT 15926 AND TRACT 24633, AND ON 
THE NORTH BY THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF THE SAN DIEGO 
FREEWAY, UNTIL PENDING CHANGE OF ZONE PROCEEDINGS 
HAVE BEEN COMPLETED, AND DECLARING THE PRESENCE 
OF AN EMERGENCY. 

Councilman Beasley moved to adopt Ordinance No. 1510 at its 
first reading. His motion was seconded by Mayor Isen and carried 
unanimously by rbll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman 
absent). 

31. Communication from City Manager re proposed Municipal Golf 
Course - Site Appraisal. 

Councilman Sciarretta moved to approve the money for 
appropriation; Councilman Olson seconded (for the $800, not the 
$125 per day for attorney fees). 

Councilman Vico thought this would be spending money foolishly, 
since this land was only appraised about six months ago by the 
same man. 

Councilman Miller made a substitute motion to hold this over 
for one week; Mayor Isen seconded; carried unanimously by roll call 
vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

Mayor Isen asked City Manager Ferraro to submit information as 
to what Mr. Martin was paid previously, what his appraisal encom­
passed, and any other pertinent information. 

Councilman Miller would appreciate a letter from Mr. Martin, 
indicating a justification of this amount and how much effect the 
previous appraisal he had done for the City affects this one. 

32. Communication from City Manager re Evaluation Comparisons. 

The councilmen hadn't had much time to read this communica­
tion; however, no action is required. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

33. City Manager Ferraro asked permission to send flowers to the 
Minute .Secretary, Edith Shaffer, who is very sick in the Torrance 
Memorial Hospital. Councilman Vico so moved; seconded by Council­
man Miller: no objections; so ordered. 
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34. City Manager Ferraro informed the Mayor and Councilmen that 
they would be receiving individual invitations in the mail from 
Mayor Yorty, Councilman Gilbert Lindsey, the Board of Public Works 
Commissioners and the Board of Police Commissioners to attend 
an elaborate ceremony dedicating the new Hollenbeck Division 
Police Station in Los Angeles. This is the station that was 
pioneered by our newly appointed Chief of Police Koenig, who will 
be present at the ceremonies. Mayor Yorty would like our Mayor, 
Councilmen and as many others possible to attend this dedication, 
which will be held on Ju)y 24, at 2:30 p.m. 

JS. City Manager Ferraro arno\1'1C8i that at the Board of Supervisors 
meeting, Kenneth Hahn, Member of the Board of Supervisors, appointed 
Councilman Sciarrotta to the newly appointed County Efficiency and 
Econo~y Committee, which is a very important committee. Each mem­
ber of the Board of Supervisors appoints three members of his 
supervisorial district to this committee. The purpose of this 
committee is to explore the efficiency of :various county depart­
ments to see if they can be consolidated, to explore the county 
contracts services program, which is in effect with nearly all 
cities t&roughout Los Angeles County, and to study any areas where 
there is a possibility of consolidation between the City of. Los 
Angeles and the County. 

36. City Manager Ferraro was in receipt of a resignation due 1D 
illness from Harriet Leech, the City Treasurer. He would like it 
filed with the City Clerk. Councilman Beasley moved that this 
resignation be accepted; Councilman Sciarrptta seconded; carried 
unanimously by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman 
absent). 

City Manager Ferraro added that upon filing of the resignation with 
the City Clerk, the City Code reads "that an appointment shall be 
made or an election shall be held 30 days aft!!r such. filing~'.. · · 

Mayor Isen moved that all ordinances or resolutions which set up 
extra duties for the City Treasurer be repealed by the Council; 
Councilman Beasley seconded; no objections: so ordered. The intent 
of this motion was that the basic pay for the City Treasurer would 
be the amounts as designated at the time when Harriet Leech was 
elected. 

City Cle~k:Coil told the Mayor that these ordinances had been 
rescinded, but was told to check and make sure; if they have, then 
above action would not be necessary. 

37. Regarding personnel in the City Treasurer's office, certain 
requirements were made known to the Council in the Personnel 
Session. City Manager Ferraro asked to have these requirements 
made as part of the record insofar as the jurisdiction of these 
people and the various classifications. He was informed that that 
was under his jurisdiction. 

38. Councilman Sciarrotta nominated Mr. Tom Rupert for the job 
as City Treasurer: Councilman Vico seconded; carried unanimously 
by roll call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

Mayor Isen stated that Councilman Lyrnan,who was called to Los 
Angeles, had indicated to him that if he were here, he would have 
voted for Mr. Rupert. 

Councilman Miller pointed out that Mr. Rupert was the runner-up to 
Mrs. Leech when she was elected. This fact did not impress the 
Mayor; he did not want to set any precedents on it. 
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39. Councilman Sciarretta moved to have the City Attorney 
prepare an ordinance whereby residential or apartment buildings 
are not permitted in a C•2 zone: Councilman Beasley seconded; 
no objections; so ordered. 

Planning Director Shartle asked for clarification; this would 
be the same as a C-3 zone. and there is already an ordinance that 
states that residences and commercial uses are not allowed in the 
same buildinq that is in c-1 and c-2 zones. The Mayor told him to 
work it out in line with what has been done. 

40. Councilman Sciarrotta wished an explanation of how it is 
possible to lock some land; whereby someone could sell a lot and 
keep a portion between one property and the other. It was deter­
mined that these actions were committed illegally. After a 
brief discussion, it was decided that the City Attorney should 
make an investigation and perhaps.-· find a better method of 
enforcing the laws pertaining to these spite strips. 

41. Mayor Isen nominated Mr. Jack Schmidt, 5515 Arvada, Torrance 
to fill the vacancy on the Planning Commission. Mr. Schmidt is 
a real estate broker and owner of Paradise Realty; also a former 
president of the Torrance-Lomita Realty Board. He is also the 
youngest surviving veteran of World War I; Councilman Lyman had 
indicated to Mayor Isen that if he were present, he. would cast a 
favorable ballot. Mr. Schmidt was nominated unanimously by roll 
call vote of those present (Councilman Lyman absent). 

Meeting adjourned at 11:00 p.m. 

Mayor of the City of Torrance 

Vernon W. Coil, Clerk of the City of 
Torrance, California 
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