INDEX

Council Meeting held October 10, 1961, 8:00 P.M.

JUNIOR CITIZENS' DAY

5. Approval of minutes of September 26 and October 3, 1961 1
6. Approval of demands 1
7. Motion to waive further reading 1
Verburg Dairy - set to October 31, 5:30 meeting 1
APPOINTMENTS:
8. Julian Hirschman of Ceri-Bond, held to Oct. 17 5:30 2
9. Report on State Trailer Law, held one week 2
10. Case No. 734, Variance, Cake, hearing continued oneweek 2
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS:
11l. Claim of Fowler denied and referred to Legal Dept 2
12. Y¥YMCA request for use of Council Chamber Dec. 2, granted 2,3
13. League of California Cities increased dues, no action 3
14. Discussion of boundary line between Torrance and Redondo
held one week 3
COMMUNICATIONS FROM BUILDING DIVISION:
15. Request for 90 day extension on sign at 22610 Crenshaw
granted 3
16. Acceptance of 10 street easement deeds 3,4
TRAFFIC AND LIGHTING DIVISION:
17. Acceptance of Sherwin Electric Service work at five
locations listed 4
18. Participation in installation of street lights at
Beryl St. and Flagler Lane, Redondo Beach approved 4
19. A. Amendment of Article II of Res. 61-158, approved 4
B. Green 2one at Dinkey Fish Mkt, approved
Resolution No. 61-190 adopted 4,5
C. Amendment of Article II of Res. 61-158, held 1 wk 5
D. 30 mph zone on Walnut, approved 5
E. Request for left turn opening by denied’ {to be
reconsidered next meeting) 5
AIRPORT MATTERS:
20. FAA program, referred to Commission, held one wk B
21. Request to add to Aero-Care hangar, approved 5,6
22. Business license for portion of Kidwell Hangar 4 granted 6
23. Earp Catering request approved 6
RESOLUTIONS:
24. Resolution No. 61-191, Patriotic Education Observance
and United States Day, adopted w/change 6
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER:
25. Replacement of tree policy established w/change 6,7
26. Mrs., Robertson'’s request re directional signs, held 1 wk 7
27. Request that City host luncheon, denied 7
28. Removal of tree as requested by M&W Electric, denied 7
29. Miscellaneous:
Personnel: Nash to USC approved 8
Peebles to Miami, approved 8

30. PROCLAMATIONS:
Fire Prevention Week, National Newspaper Week and
Torrance - American Legion Civil Defense Week 8
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS:

31. Schlens, request for church tent at 182 and Hawthorne

approved 8
32, Mayor Isen on WEEKLY PEOPLE controversy - open forum 8,9
10,
11,
12,

Adjournment at 11:23 P.M.
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Torrance, California
October 10, 1961

MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER:

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regulax
session at 8:00 P.M., Tuesday, October 10, 1961, in the Council
Chamber of the City Hall.

2. ROLL CALL:

Those responding to roll call by Deputy City Clerk Bramhall
were: COUNCIIMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Drale, Vico, and
Mayor Isen. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead. (Mayor Isen explained
that Mrs. Benstead who was injured recently is progressing nicely).
City Manager Peebles and City Attorney Remelmeyer were also present.

This is the fifth annual observance of JUNIOR CITIZENS' DAY and
each of the Junior Councilmen introduced himself anddtold the high
school he represents. ROLL CALL of Junior Council was: Council-
women Harter, Matheny, Palmer, Robinson, Schenk, Councilman Welch
and Mayor Bynum.

3. FLAG SALUTE:

At the request of Junior Mayor Bynum, Junior City Manager Joe
Allen led the salute to our Flag.

4. INVOCATION:

The Reverend Ponder Gilliland of Torrance Church of the Nazarene
opened the meeting with an invocation.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Councilman Beasley moved to appxove the minutes of the regqular
meetings of September 26, 1961 and ©ctober 3, 1961, respectively.
The motion was seconded by Counciliman . Vlno and, there being no
objection, carried.

6. APPROVAL OF DEMANDS:

Councilman Beasley moved allk pweperly audited bills be paid.
The motion was seconded by Councilman Bradford anhd carried by unan-
imous roll call vote of those present (Counc11man Benstead absent).

7. MOTION TO WAIVE FURTHER READING&~ & H

Councilman Bradford moved that after the Clerk has glven a2 number
and read title to any resolution or exdinance on tonight's agenda,
the further reading thereof be waived; reserving and guaranteeing
to each councilman the right to demand the reading of any such
resolution or ordinance in regular ‘y. The motion was seconded
by Councilman Vico and carried by iwous roll call vote of those
present (Councilman Benstead absent) . ' ;

Mayor Isen explained the mode of pyocedure at Council meetings
for the benefit of the audience and stated there were certain matters
received after the closing time for the agenda. One was a report on
Verburg Dairy Problem - Nonconforming Use. Mayor Isen asked this
be set for public hearing on October 31, 1961, 5:30 meeting.

1. Council Minutes
October 10, 1961



81

Councilman Beasley so moved and there was no objection. Mayor Isen
asked that Deputy City Clerk Bramhall see that all interested persons
are notified of the time and place of hearing.

8. APPOINTMENTS:

Mr. Julian Hirschman of Certi-Bond was present to discuss curb§
and gutters, and dedication of property improved under the new
ordinance, which includes industrial property. 2An additional letter
had been added, but the Councilmen had not had time to study it.
Councilman Drale moved this item be held until the Council's next
regqular meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Vico. There
were no objections and Councilman Beasley asked for a recommendation
from City Manager Peebles. The appointment will be listed first on
the agenda for October 17th's 5:30 meeting.

9. REPORT ON NEW STATE TRAILER LAW. Robert K. Dower, Assistant City
Attorney, submitting report on new state law governing mobile homes
and mobile home parks -- Assembly Bill No. 2126, requested by :
Council at September 26th meeting.

Councilman Beasley asked if it would not be possible to provide
for an additional fee to be paid by the mobile homes and City Attoiney
Remelmeyer stated, regarding Mr. Cake's request (next on the agenda)
he has agreed to comply with both City and State law and specifically
with the City fee provision. Assembly Bill No. 2126 is now in effect
although some ramifications have not been resolved. Mayor Isen 3
asked Mr. Cake if it would be a serious inconvenience to him if the
matter were held until next week and Mr. Cake, although he is anxigus
to get the matter decided, consented that the item be held until
October 17 at 5:30 P.M.,:vlien. City Attorney Remelmeyer will have an
interpretation. of the,revenue-features - of the new .law. Councilman ‘:
Drale so moved . and, there: being no objection Mayor Isen, so ordered.

PLANNING -MATTERS:

10. HEARING ~ Contrnued ;CASE:N02¢734:9=Variance,;C.*N;cCakegr
Petltloner., e e 3 C W RSO WERAY ThE e
Thls matter wall be heard next week as set forth above under
Item 9 and City: Manager Peebles asked the maps be preserved for use

next week. AT : EIar - geaomriad By Cou Jigaw

= f - S R G IET TP g
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS*r . i e Yoo
11 Cla1m of Leander Llewellyn Fowler for injuries and damages
allegedly” resultlng ‘from.acéident at 233rd-Street and Walnut; .- ..oy
August 27, 1961, due to- dangerous and deféctlve condltlon of the :

street. Tt IsfiwE HSETS = Svmateialee 233 fef . 2 Laety,

S Y  PHE . wmmoiilt e

Counc1lman Beasley moved to deny the claim and refer it to the
Legal Departmene-'-The motioniwas :seconded-by Councilman Prale: and
carried by unanimous  roll:call vote of thoselpresent (COuncrlman
Benstead absent):., Y -uf, HET Ot P Epatar Fah S8 ME o

-~

B hn sookg 1o ow Ay Sl Mlweds e LI vt ] AU : B iR
12i: Young;Men SuChrlstlanxAssociatLon of Torrance, submlttlng et
request ‘forrpermiggion to use-Council'Chambers :Saturday, December
2. to conduct a "Youth and Government“(program.x»:z:; we LA

TS s il 3t

e Mr.tutan Ellrs,of 2080 Washrngton.hvenue YMCA program chaltman
éxplained7the reduest. apd Councilman Prale'méved:it ‘be granted. - The
motion:was: seconded by Counc;lman Bradford and there was.no objection.
Soorderedc i< 2, Lo
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13. League of California Cities concerning 25% increase in dues,
with commeht of City Manager Peebles.

This item is to establish the feeling of the Council prior to
the conferefrice in San Franciseo on October 25th. Councilman Beasley
stated this is'the only organizatlon which nges a great deal of
help to our City and believes the increase is justified. He moved
to approve in principle-tile increase which it was determined, will
be $500. Councilman Drale thought it should be considered in
c¢onnection with the next budget. Mr. Beasley's motion was seconded
by Councilman Blount.

Councilman Drale moved a substitute to refer the matter to the
budget session at the end of this fiscal year. The motion was
secongdeqd by councllman Btadford and failed by the following roll
call vote:

AYES: COUNCILMEQ: Bradford, Drale, Vica.
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Mayor Isen.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead.

Roll call on the original mgotion to approve the request was:
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Isen.
NOES: COURCILMEN: Bradford, Drale, Vico.
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead.

The original motion also failed and no action was taken.

14. Discussion of boundary line change between Torrance and Redondo
Beach.

City Manager Peebles explained what negotiations have taken place
and stated he doces mok believe it is in the best interestsof Torrance.
Councilman Drale moved to hold this discussion next week at the
Courici 1 meeting and in the meantime, advised the councilmen to view
the location in order to make a better decision. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Vico and, there being no objection, it was
tabled until next Council meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM BUILDING DIVISION:

15. Superintendent of Building Inspection Schlens, submitting
retommendation that a 90 day extension be granted for the temporary
sign at 22610 Crenshaw Boulevard advertising proposed construction
of a medical center.

Councilman Drale moved to toncur in the recommendation set forth
above. The motion was seconded by Councilman Beasley and, there
being no objection, carried.

16. Councilman Bradford moved that the following ten street ease-~
ment deeds be accepted for the purposes set forth. Motion, seconded
by Councilman Beasley, carried, there being no objection. A

1. Street easement deed dated January 18, 1961 for the widening
of Hickman Drive and to provide a corner radius at the south-
westerly corner of Hickman Drive and Prairie Avenue over a
portion of Lot 25, Resurvey of the R. O. Hickman Tract, given
by Charles and Hazel Colsch.

2. Dated November 23, 1960 for the widening of Hickman Drive over
a portion of Lot 25 Resurvey of the R. O. Hickman Tract,
given by Luz Caloﬁge; ' v

3. Council Minutes
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#
3. Dated February 52 1961 for the widening of ;fzﬁﬂﬁhsbrlve
over a portion of Lot 24, Resurvey of the R. O. Hickian Tract,
given by Roger and- Barbarq Laws. 1

4. Dated September 19, 196& ﬁar %he wide 1ng of Hickman Drive
‘over “a“portion of Lot ‘24, Resurvey of e R. 0. Hickman
Tract ‘gzvan.by Eranc1sco -and Lucllle 'i1legas.®

5.‘"Dated ‘September 19 1960 for the w1den1ng of chkmgp Drive
over 'a portion of Lot 24, Resurvey of the R. O. Hldkman '
'I'raé':\‘:,L bg Francisco and Lucille Villegas.

6. Dated October*zd 1961ﬂfor the w1den1ng of Hickman Drive over
2 portion of Lot 23, Resurvey of the R. QurHickman Tract,
glvén by Reid and Ellen Gott. ' ‘ e

% g L e

7. Dated September 19,. 196q g % the widening'®f Hickman Dr1mé _

over a portion of Lot 23 Resurvey of the R. O. chkman Tract
given by Mark and Marllyn Throssel.

8. Dated September 19, 1960 for the widening of“chkman Drivé
over a portion of Lot 23, ,3esurVey of the R. O. ‘chkman Tract,
given by T. M. Normann. - e o

9. Dated September 19, 1960, for the w1denxng,of Hickman Drive
over a portion of Lot 22, Resurvey of the R. 0. Hickman Tract,

given by T.-M. Normann.: . I I I S L oRa -

10. Dated September 21, 1960 for”the widening of Hickman Drive
'~ over a portion.of Lot 22, Resurvey of the R. O. H;gkmag Tract,
given by Gardena Congregatlcngehovahs Wltnesses. @5 & B

TRAFFIC AND LIGHDENG: - s ’ "f i
17. Trafflc and Bighting Engineer whltmer, subm;ttlnq recommendatlon
that ‘work of Sherwin Electric Service.for 1nstallat1qnwof traffic
signal and intersection lighting systems at:‘
1. Calle Mayor at entfance to Calle Mayor Elementary School
2. Palos Verdes and Sepulveda Béulevards;. ,
3. Anza Avenue and Sepulveda Boulevard # i, ;
4. Cabrillo Avenud:and Sepulveda Boulevard S S -
5. Yukon Avehue - &ﬁd’lSZﬁd St vrs o
be accepted. 2 .

% %

-..“.. (s

-

cOunc11Man Bradford moved to concur in. acceptance of the work 5
l1is€&d.* Motion, seconded by§Councmlmaﬁ Vico, carried by unanlmous_ﬁ
roll cdll vote of those presént (Cowscilman Benstead absent). ’

18. Recommendation of participation in installation of street lights
at Beryl St. and Flagler-Lane, with City ‘¢f ‘Redando Beagh, ‘concurred
by City Manager Peebles.®Two poles to be used (approx cost $250)...

Councilman Drale moved to condur in the recommendailcn. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Vico, carried by unanimous roll call of those
preseﬂg (Counc1lman Beﬂ§tead absenty. + L _ . ok

":";
o s

19; Recommendatlons of Traffic Commiss1onz”a§ fOllOWS°
b Pt eglE
A, That Article II of Resolution No. 61-158 be amended to.
authorize the. installation of a two—way stop at 242nd
Street and ﬁeece Avenbie. - 2
3
B. The installation of a green zone on Arlingten-Bventie at
230th Street, to alleviate a parking problem for Dinkey
Fish Market, with resolution attached. .

4.
Council Minutes
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C. That Article II of Resoiutlon Ne. él 158 be amended
to authorize the relocation of stop signs at the
intersection of 238th Street and Walnut Avenue.

D. That a 30 mile per hour zene be gstabllshed on Walnut
Avenue from 235th Street to the southerly city limit.

E. That the request of Donald H. Shanedling, Inc., for a
left~turn opening in the gdivider strip on Pacific Coast
Highway east of Calle Mayor be denied.

Mayor Isen stated if there was no objéction, the five items
would be acted upon in one motipn; there was no objection.

Councilman Bradford moved t¢ concur 1A,thé recommeéndation on
the three items listed as A, B and D, of apptoval and on E, of
denial, and that Item C be held ‘one week, to appear on the agenda
for the October.lith meeting wigh 2 gququ the resolution pro-
posed to be amended. '

f B s e

Later in the. meetlng,;Mg.:Shanedlzng appeared and in compllance
with his request, Item E will be reconsldered next weék % A -motion
for reconsideration by the Councfil will be 'necessary. =L o

Councilman Bradford's motion-was seconded by Councilman Vico
and, there being no objection, i was so ordered.

At the request of Mayor Isen; Teputy City Clerk Bramhall assigned
a number and read title to:

RESOLUTION NO. 61-190

A RESOLUTIQON OF THE CITY €DUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE ESTABLISHING YELLOW, WHITE AND GREEN ZONES
PURSUANT TO ARTICLE IV, SBCTION 17.35 OF THE TRAFFIC
AND MOTOR VEHICLE "CODE OE”THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954",

Councilman Beasley moved to aqbpt Resolution No. 61-190. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Bradford, carried by unanimous roll call vote
of those present (Councilman Benstead absent).

A recess wap declared at 8:35 P.M. and the council reconvened
at 8:45.

AIRPORT MATTERS:

20. Letter from Airport Manager Egan relative to Federal Aid
Airport Program for 1962; and 2irport Commission's recommendation
with respect to Master Plan improvements as containéd in Airport
Manager's memo dated September 6,.1961. Phase I of said plan
recommended for approval in pr1nc1ple and for Counc11 'S_study.

Mayor Isen said if there was no objection, the matter would be
referred to the Aiport Committee for recommendation to the Council
next week. In the meantime City Manager Peebles and Airport Manager
Egan will work with the Committee. All papers on the items were
returned to the City Manager. Mr. Egan asked that the Airport
Committee meet with the Airport Commission this Thursday evening
and stated it would be appropriate for the Hanover people to attend

also.

21. Airport Commission's recommendation of approval relative to
Leasair Inc.'s request to add a screén room to the Aero-Care hangar
and install a sign on the west side of the hangar.

9. Council Minutes
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Councilman Blount moved to concur in the recommendation of
approval. Motion, seconded by Councilman Vico, carried, there belng
no objection.

22, Airport Commission's recommendation of approval in accordance:
with Airport Manager's letter of September 19, 1961, relative to a
business license application by Ralph C. Lewis to operate a bu51ness
in a portion of Kidwell Hangar No. 4.

-Councilman Beasley asked if he had not understood properly that
the policy is not to permit a business in a hangar. Airport Manager
Egan explained that refers to a T hangar. Councilman Blount moved:
to grant the business license to Ralph C. Lewis to operate a
business in a portion of Kidwell Hangar No. 4. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Beasley and carried, there being no objectlon.

23. Airport Commission's recommendation of approval in accordance
with Airport Manager's letter of September 27, 1961, relative to
Earp. Catering's request to enter the Airport for purpose of servicing
some of the tenants and contractors.

Councilman Blount moved to approve the request as set forth.
Motion, seconded by Councilman Bradford, carried, there being no
objection.

RESOLUTIONS:

24. Declaring the seven-day period beginning October 19th each
year as a "Patriotic Education Observance", urging the display of
the American Flag during said observance and declaring October 20th
of each year to be "United States Day".

At the request of Mayor Isen, Deputy City Clerk Bramhall assigned
a number and read title to:

RESOLUTION NO. 61-191

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
TORRANCE DECLARING THE SEVEN DAY PERIOD BEGINNING
OCTOBER 19TH OF EACH YEAR AS A “"PATRIOTIC EDUCATION
OBSERVANCE", URGING THE DISPLAY OF THE AMERICAN FLAG
DURING SAID OBSERVANCE AND DECLARING OCTOBER 20TH

OF EACH YEAR TO BE "UNITED STATES DAY".

Mrs. Carol Gordon noted that the date should be October 23rd for
United States Day and Mayor Isen said in that case October 20th would
be considered Patriotic Education Day and October 23rd United States
Day. The resolution will be so altered.

Councilman Blount moved to adopt Resolution No. 61-191. Motion,
seconded by Councilman Bradford, carried by unanimous roll call vote
of those present (Councilman Benstead absent).

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER:

25. Resubmitting policy concerning removal and replacement of
trees. The policy recommended is:

"When in a residential area only the property owner

dedicates property to the City for the purpose of street
use and has met all other requirements, i.e., agreed to
install all curb, gutter and sidewalk or post a bond for
same, then if trees exist within that area so dedicated
and are in the way of construction for curb, gutter and

6. Council Minutes
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sidewalks ‘then: the CltY’Wlll agree to remove the trees at
no cost to the. property owner. However, the property owner
must further agree to conform to the present policies of
placing one tree per lot in the parkway per.the Park Super-
intendent!s recommendation at the property owner's-cost."

Councilman Drale moved to cencur in approval of the recommendatlon
The motion was seconded by Coungilman Beasley.:

Mr. Robert A. Fletcher of 205 'Paseo de Granada appeared and
representing Hollywood ‘Riviera Homeowners, asked concerning the:
topping of trees. This was not, the problem being con51dered and
Mayor Isen asked that it be brought before the Council: 'in the regular
manner. City Manager Peebles quoted from the new policy manual an
answer to the question Mr. Fletcher presented; but Mr. Fletcher
will bring his question before the Council at a later meeting in
regular form. x
3 f o

Councilman Bradford dldnot agree with certain aspects of the
recommendation and Councilman,pPrale asked to amend his motion.

Mayor Isen granted permission.te Councilman Drale to withdraw his
motion. Councilman Drale did so and moved to concur in the recom-
mendation and also include that the City should replace trees in
new parkways .at City expense.- The ‘potion was seconded by Councilman
Vico and carried by unanimous roll ?all vote of those present
(Councilman Benstead absent)

26. Recommendation regarding the request of ‘Mrs. Robertson for
directional signs on a temparary‘3q51s.

Mayor Isen asked that this itep be held one week so that more
information could be obtained. Thgre was no objection.

27. Recommendation that the Cltg host luncheon to discuss applica-
tions for off-shore mining in the.Santa Monica Bay area.

Councilman Beasley moved to.approve the City's hosting a luncheon.
There was discussion as to who: calling the meeting and it developed
this is the type of matter which should be discussed in a public
meeting. Neighboring cities arg rnterested Counciiman Blount
asked for a reiteration of the tlen and the Minute Secretary read
Councilman Beasley's motion vhic ‘Councilman Blount had seconded.
Thereupon, both Councilmen Beagley and Blount withdrew the motion
and moved the matter be considered in an open meeting in the Council
Chamber with any luncheon to be held mn connection therewith to be
"no host". The motion was seeonded by Councilman Beasley and
carried, there being no objection. - Councilman Blount recommended
in the future the City Manager, anlude complete information in his
recommendations; the general impregsion was not that the City of
Torrance would be paying for fthe lundheon for a group of people
from several other cities.

-

28. Removal of tree, as requested by M & W Electric Company.

Councilman Drale moved to approve removal of the tree as
requested. 1In order to get the guégtion before the Council, Mayor
Isen seconded the motion although he said he could see no logical
reason for removing a beautiful and' healthy tree. The motion failed
by the following roll call vote: .,

AYES: COUNCILMEN: Drale.

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Blount, Bradford, Vico,
Mayor Isen.

ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead.

7 s Council Minutes
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29. Miscellaneous Recommendations:
A. Personnel:

1. That Lieutenant D. E. Nash of the Police Department be
authorized to enroll in Police Management Institute at
the University of Southern California, Civic Center
Division, for the period September 26, 1961, through
January 30, 1962, with expenses not to exceed $192
paid, a budget item.

2. That City Manager Peebles be authorized to attend the
International City Managers' Conference to be held in
Miami, Florida, November 26th through 30, 1961 with
appropriate expenses paid, a budget item.

Councilman Bradford moved to approve the two items listed
above. The motion was seconded by Councilman Drale and carried by
the following roll call vote:

: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Beasley, Bradford, Drale, Vico,

Mayor Isen.

NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount - on Item 2 only - he asked
specifically that his vote be con-
sidered to be "Yes" on Item 1 and
"No" on Item 2. It is so recorded.

ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Benstead.
30. PROCLAMATIONS:

Mayor Isen proclaimed the week of October 8 through 14, 1961
as FIRE PREVENTION WEEK; October 15 to 21 as NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
WEEK and Novenber .11 to 17 as TORRANCE - AMERICAN LEGION CIVIL
DEFENSE WEEK

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS~

31. Superintendent of Building Inspection Schlens mentioned a
request for a church tent to be erected for use October 13 through
30, 1961, at 182nd and Hawthorne Avenue by Bethel Tabernacle.

The staff has approved The location is the northeast corner of
the 1ntersectzon. ' : A o F 4

Counc11man Drale moved to‘grant the request. Motion, seconded
by Councilman Bradford, carried by unanimous roll call vote of
those present (Counc1lman Benstead absent)

- Mayor Isen thanked the members of the Junior Citizens' Council
and other representatives and congratulated them on their performance.
They were all invited to remain for the Oral Communications if they
wished to do so, thls be1ng the end of the regular agenda for the
evening. -

A short recess was declared durlng which many of the Junior
Citizens left the meeting. , :

32. Mayor Isen said he realized many of the audience were present
because of the controversy over the removal of newsstands for
WEEKLY PEOPLE and read from the proclamation of National Newspaper
Week. He alleged certain vilifying remarks were made at recess
by Harry Klissner, the Los Angeles Times répresentative, and asked
that Mr. Klissner repeat them. - Mr. Klissner said only that he:had
lost respect for Mayor Isen. 1 1 AR

8. Council Minutes
October 10, 1961



-
-5
&
)

=3 sfcadoswese 36 fnvonntr add ;;f‘.,'t’; o ~ v i &
, fj: x’lwﬂ‘* Yl AH3E
' Mayor Isen; outllned the eqents whxch have lﬁad to ithe . heated -

controversy ;nvolvlng removal hy. .PELSENS . uﬂkgggn gg_ghg;ngwqgapers'

anﬂ vendlng devices from Torrance Streets anqmgggd excerpts fram:iz

the newspaper. He stated, of course, this Council-kas ke juri sdiction

to restrict freedom of the press and does not wish to do so. He
said he .dges not. believe any newspaper should have to pay a license
tax to ‘sell papers by coin-operated devices and felt our ordinance
should be so amended. In that this is such an important issue,
Mayor Isen asked for discussion by members.of -the Council -and the
audience. . He asked also that the City Pttorney research the law
thoroudghly . to determine whether on a public street or sidewalk
there can be a .logical discrimination to get. rid of the sort of
newspaper represented by WEEKLY PEOPLE. s

Councilman Drale saldihe would .1ike to go on record :as being
w1111ng, if the UEEKEY PEPPLE is proven to be - "what it is supposed
to be" that an ordlnapce > prepared to remove them from the streets
of Torrance. A

Councilman Bradferd exﬁressed the opinion that newspapers in
general should clean their ®wn house and get behind this movement.
He advised: all_cztzzeps to erte their legislative representatives
on the subject.

al
: To some extent, Counc;imhn Beasley said he agrees with what
Mayor Isen said.  Howeve tHe sidewalk safety.problem is not- what
was referred to two weeks ago. He expressed great faith in the
American people and ﬁhex: &bltlty to:el;m}nate someth&ng<wh1ch
endangers their, securlty. s e s meyos ¢ 20

L4

Councilman Blount dld not §EI1eve Mayor Isen was. rlght in
deciding the papers should be gonfiscated.  He defended the rights
of the individual and. in sup thereofrread £from, the First Amend-
ment to the United States Const tution. He called attention to:
the fact that this paper has a second class postal permlt and has
passed through the FBI ex&m;nati Also, it has been in existence
since 1890. Copncilman Blognt d sapproved of exhibiting the marked
newspapers to the Junior b;tzzend at this meetlng and labeled the
controversy "much ado aboh; pothﬂhg" There is an ordinance pro-
hibiting puttlng newspaperq on publlc property but the Council has
seen fit to ignore it. The . Legal partment has given the opinion
that the Council cannot keep newsstands off public propexrty. In
closing; Counc11man Blount tpatera ed the Council does not have
the right to abridge those vggy t ngs which the Constitution
stands for: thé right to’ be*heard ‘to. assemble freely, and the
rlght of the frag press. 3

Mr. Roger Vest. a Torrancc resi nt, said he ‘feels Mayor Isen
has set a bad example by his agtxons He did not believe in the
policy set forth_ in the paper, hut dkfended their right to present
lt. '1

Mr. Jack Sacﬁs of PaloswVetdes, ggﬂported Mayor-Isen's views.
and actions and urged the pegople to learn the difference between
Liberty and licepge. He called the WEEKLY PEOPLE and -others like
it nothing but tf“sh.

Mr, Garth Belknap, a Torrance, re51dent, stated because Mayor
Isen labels something as garbage, it ig'not necessarlly illegal.
He upheld the bagic freedom to express a mlnorlty opinion and con-
tended the job of the Council and Mayor Isen is to enforce the law.
He said the majority of the,poople are not in, approval of the-
professional flag ‘waver, and advocated egual treatment .of not
only all newspapers, but all citizens. He quoted Samuel Johnson's
statement that paitriotism is the last resort of scoundrels.
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Mrs Robert Demarest of 21015 Amie Avenue thought this might be
the time for a sane and logical interpretation of the law. She
read from replies to two letters of 1nqu1ry regarding the paper,
neither of which supported its expressed views. She also read from
the WEEKLY PEOPLE, especially its statement of ownership. She
strongly disapproves of the paper and all it represents.

Mrs. Madge Thorington, a Torrance resident, complimented those
of the Council who still remember this is a country of law and
what America represents. She did not agree that capitalism is
our form of goverpment - rather it is our economic system.

Mr. Jim Rea upheld patriotism. He commended Mayor Isen and
advocated adv151ng our representatives in Federal government of
our .wishes in this dangerous era. Mr. Rea categorized the Weekly
people newspaper Mﬁth pornography and fears subversion of our
people as was done. in Czechoslovakia.

Mrs. Helen Long, ©f the Socialistic party which publishes the
paper, said there is a vast difference between Socialism and Com-
munism. Her party is not affiliated with the Communist party,
she said, and pointed out the despotic nature of the Soviet system.
Mrs. Long invited Mayor Isen to debate the program, principle for
principle. She read a protest on the disappearance of the news
vending devices and stated at least one would be reinstalled on
this Saturday. She held Mayor Isen responsible for the unlawful
removal and called his action a contemptuous disregard of freedom
of the press and the Constitution.

The statement from which she read requested the Council to take
the following action: 1. Instruct Mayor Isen that it is not within
his Jurlgdlctlon to deny freedom of the press to anyone and insist
that he abide by those principles expressed in the United States
Constitution. 2. Institute an immediate and thorough investiga-
tion through the proper departments to ascertain the whereabouts
of the removed stands, papers and money; have the same returned to
"us" and prosecute the one responsible for the theft. 3. 1hen
"we" reinstall our stands in Torrance, instruct the police to
glve reasonable protection to insure the stands from being stolen
again. She stated the stand in front of 2125 Torrance Boulevard
will be reimstalled October 14th at 11 A.M. and the other stand
at their convenience, and requested police officers be sent to
that location at the stated time to see that no 1nterference is
encountered while installing the newsstand.

Mayor Isen said when he was elected to office he took a loyalty
oath and asked if Mrs. Long would do likewise. Her answer was
"Any time, sir."

Mr. John Barton of Torrance praised Councilman Blount for having
the courage to state his beliefs in the face of a hostile audience.
He said actions similar to those of Mayor Isen in this matter tend
to denigrate American democracy. By allowing freedoms, our demo-
cracy is strengthened. Mayor Isen's action has advertised the
paper to the extent that now everyone is reading it, whereas before,
no attention was given it, and likened it to book burning and the
banning of "Tropic of Cancer”.

Mr. Bill Wilbur of Halison Street, felt Mr. Barton had done an
about-face from his previous views at the time of the showing of
Operation Abolition some months ago. He commended Mayor Isen on
his views, as well as those of the Council who have upheld him.

A five minute recess was declared.
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Mr. John Popovich, a resident of Torrance, agreed with John

. Barton that this publlClty has greatly enhanced the sale of Weekly

People. He said this is a time for toughness, but he doubted it is
a time for total insanity. He resented those who post as patriots -
amd by implication deny that privilege to those who do not agree
with them. He told of the newspaper which he started in Torrance
which was not financially successful, but which had the right to
exist under freedom of the press. Mr. Popovich said he believes
Mayor Isen is sincere, but thoughtfulness and a sense of history
and the future are essential to leadership in this country.

Richard Seebode, a resident of Torramce, said Thomas Jefferson
had similar problems with the press of his day and yet said some-
thing to the effect that if he had to choose, he would choose a
free presg. He thought a debate such as suggested by Mrs. Long,
would be the logical way to combat the illogical ideas that are
propounded ‘in this paper. Rather than banning the paper, its
arguments should be refuted in free and open encounter. Mr. Seebode
stated he is delighted to be counted in this issue, on the side of
Willys Blount and Jay Beasley. The issue and the idea are the
important factors.

Mr. George Heaton, owner of the Pro Blue Book store, brought
out that the: speaker before him, Mr. Seebode is minister of the
Unitarian Church and Mr. Heaton criticized a speaker, Robert
Wil}iams, who spoke at that church some time ago and is now an
enthu51ast1c pxo-Castro Cuban, although he has maintained there
is qp cammunlsm in Cuba.

Mrs Marjorie Redford of Cathann Street, suggested one way to
cure ﬁhe problem :would be ban all coin operated newspapers as public
menaceg; let the papers be sold in stores only.

Mr, Richard ©liver, 2743 Portobello, said he was proud to be
counted with the :Reverend Seebode, pastor of his church, on the
issue: of freedom of speech and of the press. He cited instances
of ~lack of such .freedoms throughout the world back to the time of
John Milton. Mxr. ©®liver questioned that Mayor Isen should impose
hig_personal bpinion upon the City of Torrance.

Mr. Richayd Anderson, formerly of Torrance, and now living in
Manhattan Beach, stated he is a member of a socialist party, but
not the one repxesented here tonight. The Socialist Labor Party,
he said, aceording to Norman Thomas, is a militantly anti-communist
party‘and is not on:the Attorney General's list of subversive
organlzatlons. His party also nas a newspaper and he said perhaps
"New America" w&li'soon be on the stands in Torrance.

Ravezend Seebadq again spoke, explaining that he had not iden- /
tlfled himself as the minister of the Unitarian Church because his
church has taken no action and made no decision in the matter; the
epinions expressed were his own personal and individual opinions.

He too had heard the talk by Robert Williams and later, in offering
the pulpit of his church to a John Birch Society member, had met
difficulties. However, he said his church believes in free speech.

Mr. Earl Sumpter, Commander of the American Legion. Post, called
attention to the number of people who have taken refuge in the
Fifth Amendment. The American Legion is fighting and will continue
to fight to find out who and what publications are subversive and
if they are, to stamp them out.

Councilman Drale asked if any members of the John Birch Society
would please so indicate - and about nine men rose to their feet.
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Mr. John Mulvihill of Torrance said the discussion here tonight
has proved one thing to him: ¥We don't want a dictator in the City
of Torxrance. :

Councilman Beasley said he thought the Council has been very
patient in allowing everyone who so wished to state their respective
positions, realizing the Council has no authority in the situation,
At this time and for that reason, Mr. Beasley moved to adjourn. The
meeting was seconded by Coundilman Drale and there was no objection.

Mayor Isen accepted the motion to adjourh, but disagreed on the
point of authority. He said he thinks there should be no licenses:
for coin-operated newspaper devices. Each newspaper should stand on
its own.

The meeting adjourned at 11:23 P.M.

NOTE BY MINUTE SECRETARY:

The tapes on which the proceedings of this meeting are recorded
will be preserved.

PRI T nls,

City Clerk of the City of Torrance

California
APPROVED:
/ e con
Mayor of the City of Torrarnce
Edith Shaffer Council Meeting

Minute Secretary 12. October 10, 1961





